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 Spring is a time of rebirth. 
Trees, gardens and flowers are planted. Some people are 
attacking such projects for the first time. The outcome 
may be favorable the first year, but there is always room for 
growth. As the project progresses over the years, and the one 
cultivating it becomes more knowledgeable, the gardener 
will be able to look back at his or her progress over the years.
Gardening is like many things in life, including the nursing 
program at HACC Gettysburg Campus. It has entered 
its teenage years, and unlike many teenagers it is already 

showing immense maturity. The program has a high graduation rate and has adapted to 
meet the modern workforce. Holly Fletcher has more in this edition.
Sometimes we think of disabilities as a crutch. Often, they are a launching pad. Times Staff 
Writer Jim Hale recently sat down with Gettysburg resident Randy Inskip to learn how he 
overcame a hearing disability to become a successful real estate developer.
In the early 20th century, people loved to dress up every weekend and attend galas where 
they could mingle with professionals and raise money for a good cause. Those days are 
mostly behind us, as people often prefer to dress casually and be more relaxed; but there 
are still a few events each year that people look forward to so they can dress to the nines 
and have a good time. The annual Gettysburg Hospital Foundation Gala is one such event. 
Photograph Darryl Wheeler has pictures of the event in this edition’s “Out and About.”
We got a lot of great feedback about Josh Martin’s story in our last edition on former 
Fairfield High School basketball superstar Lauren Beckley. This edition, Martin features 
Biglerville standout Chris May, who was selected to play in the prestigious Big 33 Football 
Classic in 1997 and is now a CrossFit competitor in California.
We hope you enjoy this edition of Companion. Never hesitate to send me story ideas, or 
share your thoughts.
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THE  Inn  AT Herr  RIDGE

Casa Del Vino

Alter Your Expectations
DISCOVER THE UNEXPECTED

900 Chambersburg Road | Gettysburg, PA 17325 | (717) 334-4332
www.InnAtHerrRidge.com

AN AWARD WINNING WINE CELLAR

A BOUTIQUE BED & BREAKFAST
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717-942-2370 • www.SteamIntoHistory.com

ON THE NORTHERN CENTRAL RAILWAY

NEW FREEDOM PENNSYLVANIA

Spring Summer Schedule
Our GP10 Diesel rides March, and April and Thursday during the 

summer.  Steam rides begin in May and are on Friday, Saturday and 
Sunday. Weekday rides beginning in June are at 11:00 to Glen Rock 

and 12:30 to Hanover Junction.  Saturday rides are at 11:00, 12:30 and 
2:00 to Glen Rock and Sunday 12:30 to Glen Rock and 2:00 to Hanover 

Junction.  There are a few exceptions, please check our website for dates 
and times at www.steamintohistory.com or call us at 717-942-2370.

Spring and Summer highlightS include:
Commemorating the Lincoln Funeral Train on

April 16, May 28, 29 and 30 
Hobo Jungle on May 14 and 15

The Cowboys robbing the Train on
May 7, June 4, July 23 and August 20

General and Mrs. Lee on June 25 and 26 
Murder Mystery, April 30, and June 12
Matt Dodd,  Songs and Stories, July 2 

Civil War Weekend, concert, encampments, 
cavalry raids, sunrise service and

Civil War Ball – July 29, 30, 31

Bring Your Own Picnic (BYOP) to
Hanover Junction, June 19, July 17, August 14
Joshua and Fanny Chamberlain, July 9 and 10

Reading Express, storytime on the train, 
April 22 from New Freedom,
May 27 from New Freedom,

June 9, July 7 and August 11 from the 
Arthur Hufnagel Library

Steam Into HIStory
2 West Main Street, New Freedom, PA  17349

Call (717) 642-3711
to sChedule your free estimate!

Become a regular customer
(at least 2x monthly), & continue

to receive 5% off for the
first 3 months!

~ In our 17th Year of Cleaning Adams County ~

It’s That
Time 

Again...
Let’s Talk “Spring”

Cleaning!

Get 15% off a
SprinG CleaninG!

 The Good Life
CLeaninG ServiCeS

You enjoy The Good Life,
while WE do the dirty work!

39 N. Washington Street | Gettysburg, PA | 717-337-1423
www.theflowerboutiqueofgettysburg.com

See Us First For Plants,
Roses, Wreaths and All Your 

Wedding Flowers, Too!

The Flower Boutique has all the best 
flowers to make someone smile.
We also have a wide selection of 

flowers online and for delivery in 
Gettysburg or anywhere you like.

James Gettys
Hotel est. 1804

An elegant, award-winning all suite boutique 
hotel in historic Gettysburg, PA

27 Chambersburg street • gettysburg, Pa 17325
888-900-5275 • 717-337-1334 • www.jamesgettyshotel.com

Gettysburg Area 
Retail Merchants 

Association

GARMA
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ADAMS COUNTY SCENE

april 17, 1 - 4 p.M. 
april 18-22, 4 - 8 p.M.
Upcycled Art Show and Silent Auction
Agape House
114 Chambersburg Street, Gettysburg
april 19, 6 p.M.
Gospel Sings: Soul Purpose
Mountain Gate Family Restaurant
133 Frederick Road
Thurmont, MD 21788
301-271-4373
mountaingatefamilyrestaurant.com
april 19, 7 p.M.
HGAC Educational Speaker’s Program
Historic G.A.R. Hall
53 E. Middle Street, Gettysburg
717-334-5185
april 20, 6 - 9 p.M.
Spring Fling Glass Painting Party
Hauser Estate Winery
410 Cashtown Road, Biglerville
717-334-4888
www.hauserestate.com
april 20, 6 - 9 p.M.
Well Red book discussion
Hauser Estate Winery
410 Cashtown Road, Biglerville
717-334-4888
www.hauserestate.com
april 22, 7 - 10 p.M.
Free Live Local Music: Greg and Mare
Hauser Estate Winery
Reid’s Winery & Cider House Cafe
400 Baltimore Street, Gettysburg
www.reidsorchardwinery.com
april 23 - 24
Spring Battlefield Foray - A Weekend of Special 
Hikes and Walks
Gettysburg National Military Park
1195 Baltimore Pike, Gettysburg
717-334-1124
april 23, 10 a.M. - 3 p.M.
York/Adams Autism Walk & Expo
Gettysburg Area Recreation Park
545 Long Lane, Gettysburg
717-220-0276
www.focusnonprofit.org
april 24, 6:15 a.M. - noon
Gettysburg North-South
Marathon & 10 Miler
Around Gettysburg
East Broadway, Gettysburg
866-329-9382
www.gettysburgnorthsouthmarathon.com
april 24, 1 - 3 p.M.
Home Wine Making Class
Adams County Winery - Farm Winery
251 Peach Tree Road, Orrtanna
717-334-4631
www.adamscountywinery.com
april 24, 1 - 4 p.M.
Pinot and Panninis
Hauser Estate Winery
410 Cashtown Road, Biglerville
717-334-4888
www.hauserestate.com

april 16,
10 a.M., 12:30 p.M., 2 p.M.
Commemorating the
Lincoln Funeral Train
Steam Into History
2 West Main Street, New Freedom
717-942-2370
www.steamintohistory.com
april 16,
10 a.M. or 1 p.M.
Ladies’ Spring Tea
Hollabaugh Bros., Inc.
545 Carlisle Road, Biglerville
717-677-8412
www.hollabaughbros.com
april 16,
7:30 - 9:00 p.M.
Civil War Medicine Program
Gettysburg Heritage Center
297 Steinwehr Avenue, Gettysburg
717-334-6245
april 16, 7 - 10 p.M.
Free Live Local Music: Across the Pond
Reid’s Winery & Cider House Cafe
400 Baltimore Street, Gettysburg
www.reidsorchardwinery.com
april 16,
8 a.M. - 6 p.M.
National Junior Ranger Day 
Gettysburg National Military Park
1195 Baltimore Pike, Gettysburg
717-334-1124
april 16, 9 a.M.
The Hard Cider Run: Gettysburg
Hauser Estate Winery
410 Cashtown Road, Biglerville
717-334-4888
www.thehardciderrun.com/cities/gettysburg-pa
april 17, 12 - 4 p.M.
Land of the Little Horses
45th Birthday Celebration
Land of Little Horses Farm Park
125 Glenwood Drive, Gettysburg
717-334-7259
www.landoflittlehorses.com/special-events/

april 13, 6 - 9 p.M.
Dancing with the Vines
Hauser Estate Winery
410 Cashtown Road, Biglerville
717-334-4888
www.hauserestate.com
april 15,
4:30 - 6:30 p.M.
Empty Bowls 2016
Gettysburg College Plank Gym
West Lincoln Avenue, Gettysburg
717-334-7634
www.thegleaningproject.org
april 16,
7:30 - 9:00 p.M.
Civil War Medicine Program
Gettysburg Heritage Center
297 Steinwehr Avenue, Gettysburg
717-334-6245

april 28 -  May 1
Annual Greyhounds in Gettysburg
Eisenhower Hotel & Conference Center
2638 Emmitsburg Road, Gettysburg
814-933-6981
www.greyhoundsingettysburg.org
april 28 - May 1
Spring Pickin’ 2016
South Mountain Fairgrounds
615 Narrows Road, Biglerville
www.southmountainfair.com
april 29 - 30
American Odyssey Relay Race
Gateway Gettysburg
95 Presidential Circle, Gettysburg
301-520-9511
www.americanodysseyrelay.com
april 30, 2 - 5 p.M.
“Come Walk With Me”
Community Wellness Event
Warrior Stadium
37 Lefever Street, Gettysburg
717-334-1124 ext. 80
www.adamscountycomewalkwithme.org
april 30, 7 a.M. - 3 p.M.
6th Annual Chili Cook Off Competition
Granite Hill Camping Resort
3340 Fairfield Road, Gettysburg
717-642-8749
april 30
Evening with the Painting Exclusive
After Hours Program
GNMP Museum & Visitor Center
1195 Baltimore Pike, Gettysburg
877-874-2478
april 30, 11 a.M.
J.W. Gitt and the Glen Rock Express
Steam Into History
2 West Main Street, New Freedom
717-942-2370
www.steamintohistory.com
april 30, 7 - 10 p.M.
Free Live Local Music: Dean Brocious
Reid’s Winery & Cider House Cafe
400 Baltimore Street, Gettysburg
www.reidsorchardwinery.com
april 30, 1 p.M.
Murder Mystery
Steam Into History
2 West Main Street, New Freedom
717-942-2370
www.steamintohistory.com
april 30, 8 a.M. - 2 p.M.
Yard and Bake Sale
Red Men’s Hall
332 West King Street, East Berlin
717-259-0822

May 2 6:30 - 7:30 pM
Zumba - Wine up the Month
Hauser Estate Winery
Reid’s Winery & Cider House Cafe
400 Baltimore Street, Gettysburg
www.reidsorchardwinery.com
May 3, 6:00 p.M.
Gospel Sings: Jessica Snyder
Mountain Gate Family Restaurant
133 Frederick Road
Thurmont, MD 21788
301-271-4373
mountaingatefamilyrestaurant.com
May 6
First Friday Event:
“Inspired by Gettysburg”
Gettysburg Lincoln Railroad Station
35 Carlisle Street, Gettysburg
717-338-4469
May 6
First Friday, Gettysburg Style
GARMA Members
Around Gettysburg
717-334-6274
www.gettysburgretailmerchants.com
May 6 - 7, 10 p.M.
Free Live Local Music: Rhyne McCormick
Hauser Estate Winery
Reid’s Winery & Cider House Cafe
400 Baltimore Street, Gettysburg
www.reidsorchardwinery.com
May 7 - 8, 9 a.M. - 5 p.M.
61st Annual Apple Blossom Festival
South Mountain Fairgrounds
615 Narrows Road, Route 234, Biglerville
717-677-7444
www.appleblossomfestival.info
May 7, 12 - 5 p.M.
Derby Day
Adams County Winery - Farm Location
251 Peach Tree Road, Orrtanna
717-334-4631
www.adamscountywinery.com
May 7, 12 - 5 p.M.
Derby Day
Reid’s Orchard and Winery
2135 Buchanan Valley Road, Orrtanna
717-677-7047
www.reidsorchardwinery.com
May 7, 7 - 10 p.M.
Free Live Local Music:
The Brahman Noodles
Reid’s Winery & Cider House Cafe
400 Baltimore Street, Gettysburg
www.reidsorchardwinery.com
May 7, 1 - 4p.M.
Live Music in the Vineyard!
David Davol
Catoctin Breeze Vineyard
15010 Roddy Road, Thurmont, MD
240-449-0677
www.catoctinbreeze.com
May 7, 9 a.M. - 2 p.M.
Market Opening
The Outlet Shoppes at Gettysburg
1863 Gettysburg Village Drive, Gettysburg
717-337-9705
www.acfarmersmarkets.org

H Gettysburg Community Theatre
Find Your Stage Door...And Open It!
Home of the Adams County School of Musical Theatre

717-334-2692
49 York Street, Gettysburg, PA 17325

Order tickets online
www.GettysburgCommunityTheatre.org

April 15, 16, 22, 23, 29, 30 at 7pm
& April 17, 24 & May 1 at 2pm

at GCT
$12 Limited Reserved Seating.

Plus tax from Borough of
Gettysburg & fees.

May 13 at 7pm
May 14 at 2pm

Penguin Project
(Special Needs Production)

At Gettysburg Area High
School Auditorium

$12 plus fees. General Admission.

ADAMS COUNTY SCENE
thursdays

april - oCtober
thirsty thursdays

happy hour on the hill
Hauser Estate Winery

410 Cashtown Road, Biglerville
717-334-4888

www.hauserestate.com

saturdays & 
sundays

april - oCtober
living history 

WeeKends
on the battlefield

Gettysburg National Military Park
Various Locations

717-334-1124

April

May 7, 12 - 10 p.M.
First Annual Parahaunt 2016
Eisenhower Hotel & Conference Center
2634 Emmitsburg Road, Gettysburg
717-969-2227
www.parahauntevent.com
May 8, 8:30 - 10 a.M.
Apple Blossom 6K
South Mountain Fairgrounds
615 Narrows Road, Biglerville
(717) 677-7444
www.appleblossomfestival.info
May 8, 1 - 4 p.M.
Live Music in the Vineyard!
California Bob
Catoctin Breeze Vineyard
15010 Roddy Road, Thurmont, MD
240-449-0677
www.catoctinbreeze.com
May 8, 5 - 8 p.M.
Mom’s Savory Spring Supper
Beech Springs Farm
784 Mount Carmel Road, Orrtanna
717-642-5695
www.beechspringsfarm.com
May 8, 11 a.M. - 3 p.M.
Mother’s Day Brunch
Reid’s Orchard and Winery
2135 Buchanan Valley Road, Orrtanna
717-677-7047
www.reidsorchardwinery.com
May 8, 10 a.M. - 2:30 p.M.
Mother’s Day Brunch
1863 Restaurant
95 Presidential Circle, Gettysburg
717-339-0020 x6019
May 8, 10 a.M. - 2:30 p.M.
Mother’s Day Brunch
Hauser Estate Winery
410 Cashtown Road, Biglerville
717-334-4888
www.hauserestate.com
May 8, 11 a.M. - 2 p.M.
Mother’s Day Celebratory Brunch
Beech Springs Farm
784 Mount Carmel Road, Orrtanna
717-642-5695
www.beechspringsfarm.com
May 11, 6 - 9 p.M.
Dancing with the Vines
Hauser Estate Winery
410 Cashtown Road, Biglerville
www.hauserestate.com
May 12 - 15
72nd Gettysburg Bluegrass Festival
Granite Hill Camping Resort
3340 Fairfield Road, Gettysburg
717-642-8749
www.gettysburgbluegrass.com/festival
May 12, 7 - 8:30 p.M.
All About Asparagus
Hollabaugh Bros., Inc.
545 Carlisle Road, Biglerville
717-677-8412
www.hollabaughbros.com
May 13, 7 - 10 p.M.
Free Live Local Music:
Greg and MareMay
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Adams County native Randy Inskip hopes 
his personal journey from misunderstood 
child to highly successful real estate 
professional will inspire other hearing-
impaired people.
Key to that hope is a book about his 
experience, for which he registered the 
copyright last year through the Library of 
Congress.
“The Randy Inskip Story: Keys to Success 
for Hard-of-Hearing People” is a 50-page 
publication he created along with Dr. 
McKay Vernon, whom the Washington 
Post called “an iconic figure in the fields 
of deafness and psychology” in a 2013 
obituary.
The book delineates the difficulties Inskip 
faced as a child, when many assumed he 
was mentally slow instead of hearing-
impaired, and describes the clever adaptions 
he has devised to maximize his capabilities. 
It also offers concrete advice about how 
hearing-impaired people can emulate 
Inskip’s rise to success, as symbolized by the 
Cadillac luxury car he is pictured beside on 
the book’s cover.
“Some of the stigmas” attached to hearing 
impairment posed serious difficulties for 
Inskip early in his life, he said. 
The hardest part of creating the book, he 
said, was “reliving my past,” which “got 
emotional for me.”
It wasn’t easy to be different from other 
kids and not understand why, Inskip said. 
Neither he, his parents, nor his teachers 
and classmates understood that his speech 
impediment and academic challenges were 
related to his hearing.

Seeing success
while hearing little

STORY AND PHOTOS BY
JIM HALE

Reid’s Winery & Cider House Cafe
400 Baltimore Street, Gettysburg
www.reidsorchardwinery.com
May 13, 7 - 10 p.M.
Free Live Local Music:
Aaron Gaul
Reid’s Winery & Cider House Cafe
400 Baltimore Street, Gettysburg
www.reidsorchardwinery.com
May 14, 10 a.M. - 3 p.M.
“Steppin’ Out in Lincoln’s Footsteps”
Free community Event held by the Baltimore 
Street Revitalization Project
Baltimore St. from Lincoln Square to the 
Cemetary. Contact Marybeth for more 
information 484-632-9804
May 14, 10 a.M. - 12 p.M.
Live Music in the Vineyard!
The Monocacy Jazz Quartet
Catoctin Breeze Vineyard
15010 Roddy Road, Thurmont, MD
240-449-0677
www.catoctinbreeze.com
May 14, 9 a.M. - 5 p.M.
World War I Day
Eisenhower National Historic Site
1195 Baltimore Pike, Gettysburg
Shuttle Service Only
May 15, 1 - 4 p.M.
Live Music in the Vineyard!
Jason Frye
Catoctin Breeze Vineyard
15010 Roddy Road, Thurmont, MD
240-449-0677
www.catoctinbreeze.com
May 17, 6 p.M.
Gospel Sings: Harbour Lights
Mountain Gate Family Restaurant
133 Frederick Road
Thurmont, MD 21788
301-271-4373
www.mountaingatefamilyrestaurant.com
May 17, 7 p.M.
HGAC Educational Speaker’s Program
Historic G.A.R. Hall
53 E. Middle Street, Gettysburg
717-334-5185
May 17 - 22, 2 p.M.
Lovesick Blues
Totem Pole Playhouse
9555 Golf Course Road, Fayetteville
888-805-7056
www.totempoleplayhouse.org
May 18, 6 - 9 p.M.
Well Red book discussion
Hauser Estate Winery
410 Cashtown Road, Biglerville
717-334-4888
www.hauserestate.com
May 18, 6 - 9 p.M.
Wine Glass Painting Party
Hauser Estate Winery
410 Cashtown Road, Biglerville
717-334-4888
www.hauserestate.com
May 19, 2 - 6 p.M.
Market Opening
8 Lincoln Square, Gettysburg
www.acfarmersmarkets.org

ADAMS COUNTY SCENE
May 19, 4:30 - 7:30 p.M.
Presidential Paint and Wine Night
Eisenhower National Historic Site
Address provided at registration
717-334-5006
May 20, 4:30 - 7:30 p.M.
Gettysburg BioBlitz
Lincoln Elementary School
37 Lefever Street, Gettysburg
717-334-1124
www.nps.gov/gett/index.htm
May 20, 7:30 p.M.
Kathleen Madigan
Majestic Theater
25 Carlisle Street, Gettysburg
717-337-8200
www.gettysburgmajestic.org
May 20, 7 - 10 p.M.
Live Local Music: Dempsey and Rebecca Price
Reid’s Winery & Cider House Cafe
400 Baltimore Street, Gettysburg
www.reidsorchardwinery.com
May 20, 7 - 10 p.M.
Evening with the Painting
Exclusive After Hours Program
GNMP Museum & Visitor Center
1195 Baltimore Pike, Gettysburg
877-874-2478
www.gettysburgfoundation.org
May 21, 7 a.M. - 4 p.M.
Gettysburg Outdoor Antique Show
Downtown Gettysburg
717-253-5750
May 21, 7 - 10 p.M.
Live Music in the Vineyard!
Damion Wolfe 
Catoctin Breeze Vineyard
15010 Roddy Road, Thurmont, MD
240-449-0677
www.catoctinbreeze.com
May 21, 8 a.M. - 2 p.M.
Spring Plant Sale
Gettysburg Fire Hall
35 North Stratton Street, Gettysburg
www.gettysburggardenclub.com
May 24 - 25, 11:30 a.M. - 1 p.M.
Tea Lunch
Hickory Bridge Farm
96 Hickory Bridge Road, Orrtanna
717-642-5261
www.hickorybridgefarm.com
May 27, 7 - 10 p.M.
Live Local Music: Across the Pond
Reid’s Winery & Cider House Cafe
400 Baltimore Street, Gettysburg
www.reidsorchardwinery.com
May 28, 7 - 10 p.M.
Live Local Music: Charlie Fry
Reid’s Winery & Cider House Cafe
400 Baltimore Street, Gettysburg
www.reidsorchardwinery.com
May 28, 7 - 10 p.M.
Live Music in the Vineyard!
Scott Barrett 
Catoctin Breeze Vineyard
15010 Roddy Road, Thurmont, MD
240-449-0677
www.catoctinbreeze.com

May 28, 2 - 5 p.M.
Music in the Valley: LeBlanc and Kissinger 
Reid’s Orchard and Winery
2135 Buchanan Valley Road, Orrtanna
717-677-7047
www.reidsorchardwinery.com
May 28, 8 a.M. - 3 p.M.
St. Francis’ Rummage Sale
Xavier Center
455 Table Rock Road, Gettysburg
717-334-3298
www.stfxcc.org
May 28, 86 p.M.
Sunset Audio Double Decker Bus Tour
Gettysburg Battlefied Bus Tours
778 Baltimore Street, Gettysburg
717-334-6296
www.gettysburgbattlefieldtours.com
May 29, 7 - 10 p.M.
Live Music in the Vineyard!
David Davol 
Catoctin Breeze Vineyard
15010 Roddy Road, Thurmont, MD
240-449-0677
www.catoctinbreeze.com
May 29, 2 - 5 p.M.
Music in the Valley: Road Toads 
Reid’s Orchard and Winery
2135 Buchanan Valley Road, Orrtanna
717-677-7047
www.reidsorchardwinery.com
May 29, 1 - 4 p.M.
Pinot and Panninis
Hauser Estate Winery
410 Cashtown Road, Biglerville
717-334-4888
www.hauserestate.com
May 30, 2 p.M.
149th Memorial Day Parade and Ceremonies
Historic Downtown Gettysburg
717-334-6274

PROFILEPERSONALITY Randy Inskip
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PROFILEPERSONALITY
By contrast, he said, “hearing aids today do wonders and the technology just keeps 
getting better and better.”
But he still has to interpret what he hears almost as if it were a foreign language.
He estimated he only catches about 50 percent of spoken words. As a result, he 
said, “to be or not to be” might sound to him like “to me you got me.” Making 
contextual sense of such input is especially tough for children, he said.
In conversation, he said, a sudden change in topic can really throw him off. 
Television is easier, he said, because he can use closed captioning.
“In our society, we want a magic bullet,” he said, but there is no quick fix for 
hearing impairment beyond acknowledging the issue and working to maximize 
one’s capabilities, as described in his book.
He hopes many people will get the message, because hearing impairment 
affects a large segment of the population. Ten percent is the usual estimate, 
Inskip said, but it could really be as high as 15 or 20 percent.
And with “boomboxes and videogames,” he said, it’s only going to get 
worse as the younger population ages.
Inskip was born with nerve deafness, as were two siblings, and was told as 
a young man he would be deaf by the time he was 35. In fact, he said, he 
can hear little without hearing aids. The technology works better with 
conductive hearing loss than with nerve deafness, he said, so care must 
be taken to adjust hearing aids so they match the wearer’s condition.
Hearing aids should be acquired on a 30- to 60-day trial period to 
allow for adjustment, and should be custom-molded to the user’s ear, 
he said.
Most important, he said, is for people with hearing loss to obtain 
hearing aids as early in their lives as possible. “The downside to 
waiting until you’re elderly is that they’re more difficult to learn to 
use,” Inskip said.
Not having hearing aids in school “caught up with me bad,” he 
said, but obtaining one in college was helpful, and gaining a 
second hearing aid “made all the difference in the world” by 
providing balance.
Still, Inskip said, many things others take for granted require 
“concerted effort” for him.
“I have to concentrate as I speak,” he said. “If I get really tired, 
I can be hard to understand. I have to focus and concentrate 
on every word that comes out of my mouth so I utter it 
well.”
Learning to do those things was critical. “Speech therapy 
saved me,” he said.
He has also learned the critical importance of limiting 
background noise.
For example, he turns off the radio when waiting at a stop light so he’ll be able to hear 
if someone honks. In restaurants, he sits in a booth “so the noise is in front of me.” He tries to limit social 
interactions to small groups, because “with 20 people, I’m done.”
Learning to be open about his condition was “therapeutic” for Inskip, he said.
“I had to admit to myself I had this, and I had to be willing to ask people to speak up,” he said.

Acknowledging the issue was difficult, he said, “but once I did that, it was a millstone removed 
from me.”

People can attain 20-20 vision with eyeglasses, he said, but even with hearing aids “I’ll never 
hear 100 percent.”Trying to hide his situation was stressful, he said, and led to misunderstandings 

because he often felt too embarrassed to ask someone to repeat what they had said.
“All of us have some inability, and we have to concentrate on what we can do and do well,” he said.

Hearing impairment is not a “handicap,” he said.
“I see it as an impairment. One can still have a full life if they’re willing to work to overcome it. A 
handicap says ‘can’t do,’ but an impairment says ‘can do, with certain restrictions,’” Inskip said.

In college, he “became fast friends” with Vernon,
a psychology professor at Western Maryland

(now McDaniel) who suggested writing a book together about Inskip’s experience as a
hearing-impaired person.

It took five years, but Inskip and Vernon did just that, creating “The Randy Inskip Story: Keys to Success 
for Hard-of-Hearing People.”
The process was a long one, Inskip said, partly because “it was hard emotionally to relive my school days,” 

requiring him to the put the project down for a while.
And while writing a book is a significant undertaking, it isn’t the whole story. “Getting published is the 

critical thing,” Inskip said.
The National Association of the Deaf published the book in 1988. It was the first published by the association 

to focus on the hearing-impaired experience, Inskip said. “That was nice. I’m proud of that,” he said.
Inskip formerly spoke about hearing impairment to groups at colleges, workplaces, and the like. He remains 

glad to interact with young people who are hearing impaired, but said he now looks mostly to the book to 
spread the word.

He is surprised by how many people have told him they’ve read it, he said.
Especially rewarding, he said, was hearing from his two grandchildren that they saw the book in their elementary 
and middle school libraries. “That made me feel good,” he said.

“If I can help somebody who read the book, I’d feel very good about that,” he said. When a neighbor told Inskip 
said “his wife has this book and read it several times. I was shocked.”

He also expressed pride in the fact that a hearing aid company required employees to read the book to “gain 
understanding of how hearing-impaired people feel,” he said.

As they grow older, Inskip said, people become “more concerned with their legacy” and the book “is my legacy.”
To help secure that legacy, he applied to the Library of Congress’s U.S. Copyright Office last June and received a 
certificate of registration on Dec. 23.

“It was a nice Christmas present,” he said. “It made my day to know it’s there for posterity’s sake.”
Twenty years from now, he said, perhaps one of his descendants, or someone else in need of information, can find 

the book in the Library of Congress. There may be “a little vanity” in that thought, he said, but “I just hope to help 
somebody.”

He has every reason to be confident that his hope will come true, as indicated by a quote on the book’s back cover from 
Rocky Stone, executive director of Self Help for Hard of Hearing People:
“Randy Inskip’s story is one with which many hard of hearing persons will relate. Even more may learn from his experience 

and carve out their own success story.”
And Inskip’s insights extend beyond the hearing-impaired community, as stated on the book’s inside back cover: “His techniques 

for success … are fascinating information anybody can use to better their own success.”

Randy Inskip
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transition from studying books to hands-on clinical training. As 
a full scale, interactive patient simulator, the Sim Man allows 
students to perform relevant skills and simulate learning scenarios 
they may encounter in real-life situations. 
Other equipment obtained through grant money helps students 
with critical thinking and problem solving. “Our students are 
novices in nursing when they first enter the hospital - it’s high 
acuity,” said Jill Lott, director of nursing. “But we can prepare 
them here better to make those decisions quickly and accurately.”
Lott noted that nursing students are younger than a decade ago. 
“We still have second-career students, but the trend is changing,” 
she said. “About 62 percent of our nursing students are under age 
30, with the average age around 23. Ten years ago, the average age 
was 31.”
The number of men in the program is also increasing. About 10 
percent of HACC Gettysburg Campus nursing students are male. 
The national average is 9 percent.
After completing the program and earning an Associate in Arts 
(AA) in nursing, a student can qualify to register for the NCLEX 
licensing exam.
According to Lott, their average retention rate for the past two 
years has been 70 percent (70 percent of students who started 

For more than a decade, the nursing program at Harrisburg Area 
Community College (HACC) Gettysburg Campus has allowed 
area students to earn an associate degree, as well as certification as 
a registered nurse (RN). 
A growing demand for registered nurses prompted HACC to 
expand its nursing program (established in 1969) to Gettysburg. 
Developed through a partnership with Gettysburg Hospital, the 
local program opened in January 2003. A huge benefit of the 
program is that students have been able to fulfill all requirements, 
including clinical experiences, using local healthcare facilities in 
the Adams Cumberland, Franklin and York County areas. 
Approximately 500 students have graduated from the full-time, 
day program since the initial class opened in 2003 with just 24 
students. Today, a total of 125 students are currently enrolled (36 
new students per semester) in all four class levels. The program 
has been expanded and several scholarships have helped students 
embark on their nursing careers. 
Offered in HACC’s health care learning center along Old 
Harrisburg Road, the site includes classrooms and a dedicated 
patient simulation room where students can learn and practice 
making clinical decisions using state-of-the-art equipment, 
including Sim Man (Simulation Man) who helps ease the 

graduated from their clinical program in two years – four 
semesters). That number goes up to 83 percent graduating in 
three years from when they started clinicals, she noted.
Once they pass the licensing exam and obtain their license, they 
are prepared to begin an entry-level position as a registered nurse 
(RN) in a variety of healthcare delivery settings, such as acute-care 
hospitals, rehabilitation facilities and long-term care facilities, and 
other areas.
Nursing students Kesha Thorpe of Carlisle, Mackenziane Lex of 
Mechanisburg, and Brittany Grove of Gardners, were reviewing 
tracheostomy care practices with nursing assistant Sue Ray as 
they prepared for validation before testing. All three are set to 
graduate in May, but each has different interests. Thorpe would 
like a nursing position in obstetrics, Lex is interested in pediatric 
nursing, and Grove thinks medical-surgical nursing is the way to 
go. 
“Many of our graduates take positions in medical, surgical, 
critical-care, obstetrics, oncology, pediatrics, mental health and 
emergency departments,” said Lott, who frequently hears back 
from students who have graduated from the program. 
Recent graduate Ashley Lentz wrote: “I wanted to say thank you 
to …all the nursing staff/professors for the time and effort put 

forth towards sims, lectures and clinicals. I also wanted to inform 
you that I felt like I was truly prepared for boards thanks to the 
exams I was presented with throughout the nursing program and 
live ATI review. Once again, thank you for helping me achieve 
the honor of being an RN.”
Of the nursing students who obtain their associate’s degree here, 
more than 50 go on for their bachelor’s degree. The HACC 
Gettysburg Campus has dual admission partnerships with colleges 
such as Millersville University and Penn State Mont Alto to 
provide a seamless transition into a bachelor’s program. 

Changes through the years
Lott noted that over the years, HACC’s nursing program has 
changed from medical model of teaching (teaching diseases, 
treatments, medications) to teaching a concept-based curriculum.
“Concept-based curricula present major concepts and a few 
examples of disease processes under that concept,” said Lott. 
“Then the material gets incrementally more complex. but we 
don’t re-teach the same concept. It prevents a lot of repetition and 
hopefully improves student’s ability to critically think.”
She also said that their nursing program used to have four large 
8-10 credit courses, each course taught over an entire semester. 
“Courses are now divided into 2-5 smaller courses (each 1 to 5 

Students earn‘honor of being an RN ’ 
in Gettysburg
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credits) which are taught in half semesters (6 week minimester),” 
she said. 
Additionally, the admission criteria used to be a point system 
that favored students who had more prerequisites completed. The 
new criteria has the major emphasis on the TEAS examination, a 
college readiness exam (Test of Essential Academic Skills). 
“Students will now be eligible for admission earlier and can take 
other required courses along with nursing, finishing their degree 
faster,” said Lott. “We also added an early admission option for 
high school students graduating in June to be able to start in 
August.”
Today’s Gettysburg campus nursing program has seven full-time 
professors (eight, including Lott director/faculty) and 12 part-
time adjunct instructors. Two of their full-time professors have 
doctoral degrees and the rest, with the exception of two, have 
master degrees.

Community support
According to Shannon Harvey, campus vice president, the nursing 
program has benefitted from tremendous local support, beginning 
in 2002 with a $250,000 gift from the Gettysburg Hospital 

Foundation to establish the Gettysburg Hospital Health Care 
Learning Center at the campus. 
In 2008, the Margaret Trew Cline Foundation established one 
of the campus’ first scholarships to support local students who 
indicate intent to enter the field of home health care of practice 
nursing in the local community.
In 2010, a partnership between HACC, a local benefactor 
– Thomas P. Wolf - and Cerner Corp., a leading supplier of 
healthcare information technology systems, made it possible for 
HACC nursing students to be the first students to use a high-tech 
simulated medication administration system that mirrors real-life 
patient care in today’s hospitals. 
In 2013, Thomas P. Wolf and his wife, Bobbie Wolf, again 
supported HACC nursing program to establish the Community 
Endowed Gettysburg Nursing Scholarship to provide support to 
local students interested in pursuing a career in nursing. 
“The only way our local community health care system can 
remain strong is if there are highly qualified practitioners to 
provide a comprehensive system of care,” said Harvey.
She added that the nursing shortage is expected to intensify as 

baby boomers age and the need for health care grows. “To 
ensure that we continue to support local students who are 
interested in pursuing a career in nursing, we are asking the 
community to invest in nursing education by making a gift 
to the Gettysburg Campus Community Endowed Nursing 
Scholarship Fund to support students who have a dream of 
becoming a nurse but lack the financial resources necessary to 
pursue that dream.” 
Approximately 69 percent of HACC Gettysburg Campus 
students currently receive financial aid, yet most still need 
additional financial assistance to cover the cost of tuition, fees, 
and books. The majority of students work more than 30 hours 
per week to support personal and educational expenses. 
Harvey noted that a recent study shows that 85 percent 
of Gettysburg Campus grads live and work in the Adams/
Hanover region five years after graduation.
“They return our investment in their education,” she said.
To make a gift to the scholarship fund, contact Gettysburg 
Campus vice president Shannon Harvey at 717-339-3503 or 
ssharvey@hacc.edu.
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Edward Woodward:
Poet, Gunsmith, Souvenir Maker

STORY BY JAMES RADA, JR.

Edward Woodward was a creative man who came to America from England in the mid-1850s seeking an opportunity 
to display his creativity. What he found when he and his father arrived in Baltimore was a land of simmering tensions 
that soon erupted into the Civil War.
On April 19, 1861, a regiment of Massachusetts soldiers was transferring between railroad stations in Baltimore. To do 
this they had to disembark one train and march through a city filled with Confederate sympathizers to another station 
where they could board a train to Washington.
The sympathizers attacked the soldiers, blocking the route and throwing bricks and cobblestones at the Union men. 
The soldiers panicked and fired into the mob, which led to a wild fight involving the soldiers, mob, and Baltimore 
police. When all was said and done, four soldiers and 12 civilians had been killed. These deaths are considered the first 
of the Civil War.
Woodward was living in the city at the time, and although it is uncertain whether he saw the melee or heard about it 
second hand, it affected him.
He was a gunsmith by trade and associates who were Southern sympathizers encouraged him to go South where he 
would be appointed as the superintendent of a gun manufacturing plant.
His reply was, “I will never go against the flag that waved over me when I crossed the boundless sea to this land of 
liberty—on it there is no rampant lion to devour nor unicorn to gore. Oh may that flag forever wave until time shall be 
no more,” according to some of Woodward’s papers still with his family.
At 47 years old, Woodward was not an ideal recruit as a soldier even though he knew his way around a rifle. Instead, 
he went and joined the Union Relief Association and began caring for sick and wounded soldiers. He went into the 
hospitals and fed them as he spoke with them. 
When the federal government took over Point Lookout, Md., and turned it into a large hospital for Union soldiers and 
a prisoner-of-war camp for Confederate soldiers in 1862, Woodward volunteered to go and help. However, his time 
there was cut short when he was severely injured. Though his injury and how he received it is not known, it was severe 
enough that he had to return home to recover.

Once he recovered, he still wanted to help care for the soldiers. According to family papers, he 
“volunteered to go to the battlefield of Gettysburg, which he did and remained, until the 

closing of the hospitals, never making any charge or receiving any pay for his services.” 
He came to Gettysburg as a member of the Christian and Sanitary Commissions, but 
when they moved on, he stayed behind to continue helping the sick, but to also start 

a new life.
He soon resumed his work as a gunsmith in the town. However, he also started 

a cottage industry in creating souvenirs from the relics of the battle. 
Woodward created desk sets that contained pieces of artillery 

shells and weapons. He also made engraved belt buckles 
from pieces of artillery shells. Some of these items sell for 
thousands of dollars today.
His obituary in the Star and Sentinel notes, “He was a 
man of considerable ability, and was known to nearly 
every student of Pennsylvania College within 25 years.”
Meanwhile, the Homestead Orphanage opened 

in 1866 to national fanfare. There was much to admire about the operation at first, but then Rosa 
Carmichael was hired in 1870 as the matron of the orphanage. Things soon began changing and rumors 
spread that the children in the orphanage were being mistreated.
A story about two of the orphans, Bella Hunter and Lizzie Hutchison was one of the early warning signs. 
When the two girls tore their dresses, Carmichael made them wear boys’ clothing for two months. This 
seemed to be the tip of the iceberg as other stories started coming out.
“All sorts of stories were told,” Mark H. Dunkelman wrote in Gettysburg’s Unknown Soldier. “Mrs. 
Carmichael was said to have suspended children by their arms in barrels. She had hidden mistreated 
victims from the prying eyes of inspectors. Most scandalous of all were tales of a dungeon in the 
Homestead cellar, a black hole eight feet long, five feet deep, and only four feet high, unlit and 
unventilated, where she shackled children to the wall.”
It was also noticed that the orphans were no longer allowed to decorate the soldiers’ graves in Soldier’s 
National Cemetery on Memorial Day. It all finally became too much for Woodward who had cared for 
some of those dead soldiers in their last day.
He expressed his anger in a broadside, simply called “Poem” that he then distributed throughout town. 
The poem criticized her treatment of Bella and Lizzie, calling her “a modern Borgia” and wrote of the 
orphans, “They are kept like galley slaves, while strangers decorate their father’s graves.”
He wrote two other poems that have survived. One is titled “Woman’s Sin was a Blessing.” It talks about 
how Eve should be viewed as a good and gentle woman and not simply as the one who brought about 
the Fall. 
The other poem is called “What Did the Soldiers Endure” and deals with Woodward’s wartime work in 
hospitals. It reads in part:

 “They left their homes surrounded with every pleasure,
 To defend the flag, their country’s greatest treasure;
 The native born American, and the volunteer exile,
 Marched to the battlefields in rank and file—

 “How cheerfully they marched, no fear, wounded they fell, 
 Devoted to the flag they admired and loved so well.
 On the street you see a man 
                  with an empty coat sleeve
 And another on crutches, oh! 
                  how it makes us grieve.”
 
Edward Woodward died on January, 28, 
1894, at the age of 79. Although he had been 
in ill health for years, the end came quickly. 
He fell sick on a Wednesday and died on 
Sunday from “inflammation of the bowels,” 
according to the Star and Sentinel. He is 
buried in Evergreen Cemetery.
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OUT & ABOUT Spirit
of Hope 

Gala
PHOTOS BY

DARRYL WHEELER

The gettysburg hospital 
Foundation spirit of hope gala 

was held at the
gettysburg hotel on March 5, 
2016. The event raised about 

$32,000 for the 
Wellspan gettysburg hospital 

patient experience
Fund and healing hearts 

initiative. it included a
cheese/fruit reception with 

music of the buzz Jones 
Quartet. attendees danced

the night away to
sounds of the

burning house band.
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Chris May was destined to step into the world of CrossFit, even if it took a bit of goading 
by one of his younger brothers to help open the door.
The popular core strength and conditioning program is defined as constantly varied 
functional movements executed at high intensity, which could also be a description of 
May’s athletic prowess. A rare blend of size, strength and speed, he was a four-sport star 
at Biglerville high school, excelling in football, basketball, baseball and track & field. He 
earned 12 varsity letters and was named to seven Mid-Penn Conference all-star teams.
May was selected to play in the prestigious Big 33 Football Classic prior to graduating 
from Biglerville in 1997, capping a storied athletic career that would ultimately lead him 
to being enshrined in the Adams County Chapter of the Pennsylvania Sports Hall of 
Fame 10 years later.
With that type of background and diverse skill set one may assume May would have 
jumped at the opportunity to give CrossFit a try. Not so much.

Almost 20 years after 
graduating from 
Biglerville,
May focuses on
Crossfit in California

“Frank had been doing it and I gave him so much grief, I never understood it,” said May of his younger sibling. “I picked it up last 
January as a resolution-type of thing and it’s a ton of fun. I train the way I used to train, four or five times per week; I’m addicted to it.”
That May embraced CrossFit’s grueling workouts should come as no surprise given his love of competition and desire to push his own 
athletic boundaries. 
“It doesn’t go dormant, and this feeds into it,” said May of his drive. “I did an Ironman (triathlon) a couple of years ago and you get that 
competitive nature, but it’s racing against the clock. Here, everything is recorded on a board so you know where you finished against 
everybody else that day.”
May, who resides in Redondo Beach, CA with his wife Kristy and four-year-old son, Connor, has been doing quite well in his new 
pursuit. His best squat tops out at 505 pounds and he can clean and jerk 315. He’s also finished the CrossFit workout Grace, where an 
athlete must clean and jerk 135 pounds 30 times, in just 95 seconds. 
 “I’m probably stronger than I was in college, which is fun,” said May.
Looking to continue his athletic career after high school while pursuing a top-notch education, May had a wide range of colleges and 
universities to consider before deciding to attend the University of Pennsylvania.
 “My first consideration was to have a chance to play both baseball and football,” he said. “I had 
schools like William & Mary that wanted me for baseball and schools like Maryland, Syracuse and 
West Virginia for football, but I wanted to try to play both. 
“What tipped the scales was the academic reputation. Even if (athletics) didn’t work out I’d 
have a fantastic education to fall back on.”
He played both sports as a freshman before turning his full attention to baseball. With 
his energies focused on the diamond, May starred for the Quakers. He ranks in the top 
10 all-time at Penn in five single-season and three career batting categories, and his 55 
RBI in 2001 are a school record.
He compiled the second-highest batting average (.455) nationally among NCAA 
Division I players, with 65 hits as a senior, and was named the Ivy League Player of 
the Year and an American Baseball Coaches Associaton/Rawlings Third Team All-
American. 
 “It was a fantastic opportunity,” he said of playing Division I baseball. “It forced you 
to really look at yourself and work hard to stay on that level, motivated you personally to 
spend extra time in the weight room or hitting balls off the tee in the winter. Being in that 
environment was a motivating thing and a tremendous challenge.
“Coaches were only allowed to work with the team so many weeks of the year so you had 
to find like-minded teammates who didn’t mind getting up at 6:30 a.m. to run sprints 
before classes. The comradery was tremendous.”
He assumed a professional career in baseball would be next but that chapter 
of his life was never penned. He said he was considered a ‘tweener, not 
quite big enough to play corner outfield spots or first base, and 
not fast enough to patrol centerfield.
 “My senior year went really well and I honestly 
thought it would be easy to catch on, and for sure 
I would be drafted,” he said. “It was devastating, 
I was really disappointed. I spent a couple of 
weeks moping around and then went to free 
agent camps, but it just didn’t happen.”
May has never strayed far from his athletic 
roots. He serves as the Director of 
Revenue Management for American Golf 
Corporation, which operates nearly 100 
courses in the United States. He focuses 
on 25 courses in California, handling 
marketing strategies and pricing.
“As I’ve been promoted my game has 
gotten worse,” he said, laughing. “I get 
to play but not as much as I would like. 
I was a plus-two (handicap) but I’m 

STORY BY JOSH MARTIN
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probably a nine right now. I could break 80 if I had to.”
May is enjoying a different side of sports, that of a father teaching his son the proper way 
to swing a bat and a golf club. He said Connor is also taking swimming lessons, already 
making him a three-sport athlete.
And while tempted to throw on a coach’s cap and share his full wealth of knowledge, May 
is waiting for the right time to enter that realm.
“I’m trying to take a backseat at this point, because tee-ball is like herding cats,” he said, 
chuckling. “I love hitting balls at the range and working on his swing one-on-one but I 
don’t quite have the patience yet for team coaching.”
For now, May’s athletic focus remains on CrossFit and acquiring more skills movements 
necessary to do well at regional competitions.
As for the future, he is contemplating a potential run at the USA Masters Weightlifting 
national meet, which focuses on Olympic-style lifts.
“Once I turn 40 I think I have a good shot at placing in the top five, or even top three,”  
he said.

“I’m 
probably 
stronger

than
I was

in college,
which

is fun...”
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