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Those of us who are dog owners love our faithful companions.
I cannot imagine my house without my two Golden Retrievers, Toby and Duncan. Those two are happy 
to see me every morning and greet me at the door every day after work. We play fetch, hike and swim 
together.
However, if I would bring them to the newsroom they would be totally useless. They would not be able 
to type stories, answer phone calls, lay out or proof pages or even stock the men’s room when it is out of 
toilet paper. Their presence here would probably cause me to get less work done, so I just leave them at 
home.
Adams County Sherriff Jim Muller’s 7-year-old Belgian Malinois, Allegra, is much more useful in his 
office so he never leaves her at home. Writer Ashley Andyshak Hayes has more on the relationship 
between Allegra and Muller in this issue.
Speaking of useful animals, writer James Rada, Jr. recently spoke to local beekeepers about how the tiny 
insect is beneficial to the world. Rada got stung a few times while conducting the interview, so be sure to 
read the story.
Writer Holly Fletcher recently talked with Hanover businessman Scott Roland about finding a new use 
for a classic area attraction, The Electric Map. For decades, the map educated visitors to the Gettysburg 
National Military Park Visitor Center on the Battle of Gettysburg. When the old visitor center was 
demolished, the map was sold to Roland and he hopes it will serve as a bridge between the two 
communities.
When the map was built in the 1960s, I doubt visitors to Gettysburg could find quail eggs or octopus on 
any local restaurant’s menu. Times have changed and Josh Fidler is excited to offer New American cuisines 
in his Biglerville restaurant. Read more about Fidler in this issue.
Writer Jessica Rudy recently took a trip to Pennsylvania’s true ghost town. No, not Gettysburg. A mine 
fire has burned underneath Centralia, Pa. for decades and only a few residents remain.
I hope you enjoy this issue of Companion. In October, we will mark the 90th Anniversary of Gettysburg’s 
downtown performing arts center, The Majestic Theater.

EDITOR’S
NOTEBOOK
BY ALEX J. HAYES
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ADAMS COUNTY scene

AuG. 1, 7:30 P.M.
Songs and Stories of a Civil War Hospital, Christ 
Lutheran Church, Chambersburg St., Gettysburg
www.candlelightatchristchurch.org

AuG. 3-8
Littlestown Fireman’s Carnival,
Alpha Fire Co. Carnival Grounds,
Maple Avenue, Littlestown

AuG. 5, 6 P.M.
Gettysburg Area Bike Ride,
sponsored by Healthy Adams
Bicycle/Pedestrian Inc.
Meet at old Gettysburg Country Club for an hour-
long bike ride. Contact hapbi2012@gmail.com to 
participate.

AuG. 7-9
152nd Gettysburg Anniversary Civil War Battle Re-
enactment, Yingling Farm, Gettysburg. Rescheduled 

August

A CALENDAR OF EVENTS COMPILED BY JESSICA A. RUDY

WEDNESDAYS IN AuGuST, 6 P.M.
Historic Church Walking Tours,
Gettysburg Presbyterian Church, Baltimore Street, Gettysburg
www.historicchurchwalkingtours.org.

WEDNESDAYS IN AuGuST, 7:30 P.M.
Summer Classic Movies, Majestic Theater, 25 Carlisle St., Gettysburg
www.gettysburgmajestic.org   (717) 337-8200

ThurSDAYS, AuGuST-SEPTEMBEr, 6-9 P.M.
Thirsty Thursday, Hauser Estate Winery,
410 Cashtown Road, Biglerville   www.hauserestate.com

FrIDAYS, 7-10 P.M.
Sounds on the Square, 19 on the Square, Gettysburg
www.hauserestate.com

FrIDAYS AND SATurDAYS,
AuGuST-SEPTEMBEr, 7 P.M.
Live music at Reid’s Winery Tasting Room and Cider House,
400 Baltimore St., Gettysburg   www.reidsorchardwinery.com

FrIDAYS AND SATurDAYS,
AuGuST-SEPTEMBEr, 7-10 P.M.
Hauser After Hours, Hauser Estate Winery,
410 Cashtown Road, Biglerville   www.hauserestate.com

SATurDAYS AND SuNDAYS,
AuGuST-SEPTEMBEr
Gettysburg National Military Park welcomes living history presentations 
at various locations on the battlefield   www.nps.gov/gett

SATurDAYS AND SuNDAYS,
AuGuST-SEPTEMBEr
Living History Camps,
Gettysburg Heritage Center, 297 Steinwehr Ave., Gettysburg
www.gettysburgmuseum.com

SATurDAYS AND SuNDAYS,
AuGuST-SEPTEMBEr, 1-4 P.M.
Music in the Valley, Reid’s Orchard and Winery,
2135 Buchanan Valley Road, Orrtanna   www.reidsorchardwinery.com

SATurDAYS AND SuNDAYS,
AuGuST-SEPTEMBEr, 7:30 P.M.
“Citizens at a Crossroads” interactive museum theater,
Seminary Ridge Museum, 111 Seminary Ridge, Gettysburg
www.theridgeplayers.com

SATurDAYS AND SuNDAYS,
AuGuST-SEPTEMBEr
Living history programs at the Historic Rupp House,
451 Baltimore St., Gettysburg   www.gettysburgfoundation.org.

SATurDAYS, AuGuST, 2-5 P.M.
Summer Concert Series, Adams County Winery,
251 Peach Tree Road, Orrtanna   www.adamscountywinery.com

SATurDAYS IN AuGuST AND SEPT. 5, 8 P.M.
Saturday Spotlight: Beyond the Battlefield at the Heritage Center,
Gettysburg Heritage Center, 297 Steinwehr Ave., Gettysburg
www.gettysburgmuseum.com

SPONSORED BY:
Walker, Connor & Spang, LLC and Edward Jones

& Media Sponsor FM 96.3 Oldies
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AuG. 22, 9 A.M.
West Gettysburg Bike Ride,
sponsored by Healthy Adams Bicycle/
Pedestrian Inc. Meet at YWCA Parking 
Lot for a 13.7 mile bike ride. Contact 
hapbi2012@gmail.com to participate.

AuG. 22, 4-8 P.M.
Gettysburg Brew Fest, Lutheran 
Theological Seminary, Gettysburg
www.gettysburgbrewfest.com
(717) 334-0853

AuG. 23, 10:30 A.M.
Yoga on the Hill, Hauser Estate Winery, 
410 Cashtown Road, Biglerville
www.hauserestate.com

AuG. 26, 7 P.M.
Paint Nite, Hauser Estate Winery,
410 Cashtown Road, Biglerville
www.hauserestate.com

AuG. 28, 12-4 P.M.
Pinot and Paninis, Hauser Estate Winery, 
410 Cashtown Road, Biglerville
www.hauserestate.com

AuG. 29, 6 P.M.
“What in the World is a Cyclorama?” 
at Gettysburg National Military Park 
Museum and Visitor Center, Baltimore 
Pike, Gettysburg
www.gettysburgfoundation.org

SEPT. 4
First Friday, Gettysburg Style will be 
celebrated by retailers, restaurants and 
galleries in downtown Gettysburg.

SEPT. 5, 7:30 P.M.
Songs and Stories of a Civil War 
Hospital, Christ Lutheran Church, 
Chambersburg St., Gettysburg
www.candlelightatchristchurch.org

ADAMS COUNTY SCENE
from July
www.gettysburgreenactment.com

AuG. 7-9
Gettysburg Rocks, live music at venues 
throughout Adams County
gburgrocks.com

AuG. 7
First Friday, Gettysburg Style will be 
celebrated by retailers, restaurants and 
galleries in downtown Gettysburg.

AuG. 8, 7:30 P.M.
Songs and Stories of a Civil War 
Hospital, Christ Lutheran Church, 
Chambersburg St., Gettysburg
www.candlelightatchristchurch.org

AuG. 8-9, 12-5 P.M.
Annual Peach Festival,
Hollabaugh Brothers Farm Market,
545 Carlisle Road, Biglerville
www.hollabaughbros.com

AuG. 10.
“Back to School”/Adams County 
Appreciation Day, Gettysburg National 
Military Park Museum and Visitor 
Center, Baltimore Pike, Gettysburg
Free admission for Adams County 
residents for the day
www.nps.gov/gett

AuG. 12, 6-9 P.M.
Dancing with the Vines,
Hauser Estate Winery,
410 Cashtown Road, Biglerville
www.hauserestate.com

AuG. 13-17
70th Gettysburg Bluegrass Festival, 
Granite Hill Camping Resort,
3340 Fairfield Road, Gettysburg
www.gettysburgbluegrass.com

AuG. 14-15
20th annual Civil War Music Muster, 
Gettysburg National Military Park 
Museum and Visitor Center,
Baltimore Pike, Gettysburg, and Dobbin 
House Courtyard, Steinwehr Avenue, 
Gettysburg   (717) 338-4433 or
(717) 334-1124, ext. 3251

AuG. 14-15 & AuG. 21-22, 7 P.M.; 
AuG. 16 & AuG. 23, 2 P.M.
Gettysburg Community Theatre presents 
“Camelot” at 49 York St., Gettysburg. 
www.gettysburgcommunitytheatre.org 
(717) 334-2692.

AuG. 15, 12-3 P.M.
Historic Gettysburg Adams County’s 
Architectural Salvage Warehouse
will be open on South Washington Street 
in Gettysburg
hgaconline.org

AuG. 15, 7:30 P.M.
Songs and Stories of a Civil War 
Hospital, Christ Lutheran Church, 
Chambersburg St., Gettysburg
www.candlelightatchristchurch.org

AuG. 15, 6 P.M.
“An Evening with the Painting,” 
Gettysburg National Military Park 
Museum and Visitor Center, Baltimore 
Pike, Gettysburg
www.gettysburgfoundation.org

AuG. 18, 7 P.M.
Historic Gettysburg Adams County 
presents Diana Loski speaking on
“After the Battle - August 1863” at the 
monthly educational meeting of
HGAC, GAR Hall,
53 E. Middle St., Gettysburg
hgaconline.org

AuG. 18-22
93rd annual South Mountain Fair,
South Mountain Fairgrounds, Narrows 
Road, Arendtsville
www.southmountainfair.com

AuG. 19, 6:30 P.M.
Well Red, Hauser Estate Winery,
410 Cashtown Road, Biglerville
www.hauserestate.com

SeptemberSPONSORED BY:
M & T Bank

Lovesick Blues
A Country Music
Concert
Starring
ROBBIE LIMON
and
DENISE PATTON

August 18, 2015 - August 23, 2015
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SEPT. 6, 11 A.M.-5 P.M.
20th annual Hanover Chili Cook Off, 
Good Field, North Forney Avenue, 
Hanover
www.hanoverchilicookoff.com

SEPT. 6, 2-6 P.M.
Battle of the Dogs - Gettysburg
Disc Dog Championships,
Hauser Estate Winery,
410 Cashtown Road, Biglerville
www.hauserestate.com

SEPT. 11-13
Gettysburg International Film Festival, 
Majestic Theater,
25 Carlisle St., Gettysburg
www.gettyfest.org

SEPT. 12
11th annual Gettysburg Wine & Music 
Festival, Gateway Gettysburg, Gettysburg
www.gettysburgwine.com

SEPT. 12, 8 A.M.-4 P.M.
41st annual East Berlin Colonial Day, 
West King St., East Berlin
717-259-7049   www.ebhpspa.org

SEPT. 12, 9:30 A.M.
Littlestown Bike Ride, sponsored by 
Healthy Adams Bicycle/Pedestrian, Inc. 
Meet at Littlestown High School for 15 
mile bike ride. Contact habpi2012@
gmail.com to attend

SEPT. 12, 6 P.M. 
“What in the World is a Cyclorama?” 
at Gettysburg National Military Park 
Museum and Visitor Center, Baltimore 
Pike, Gettysburg
www.gettysburgfoundation.org

SEPT. 15
Historic Gettysburg Adams County 
presents Timothy Smith speaking on 
“The Story of Lee’s Headquarters”
at the monthly educational meeting of
HGAC, GAR Hall,
53 E. Middle St., Gettysburg
hgaconline.org

SEPT. 17-19
Biglerville Fall Festival,
Biglerville Hose & Truck Co. No. 1,
111 S. Main St., Biglerville
www.biglervillefd.org

SEPT. 18, 7:30 P.M.
Imani Winds in concert at the Majestic 
Theater, 25 Carlisle St., Gettysburg. 

www.gettysburgmajestic.org
(717) 337-8200

SEPT. 18, 7-10 P.M.
World War II Swing Dance & Show, 
New Oxford Borough Hall,
124 N. Peters St., New Oxford.
Featuring Shippensburg Swing Band, 
guests are invited to dress in 1940s attire. 
(717) 624-6240
www.liberationofnewoxford.com

SEPT. 19, 12-3 P.M.
Historic Gettysburg Adams County’s 
Architectural Salvage Warehouse will 
be open on South Washington Street in 
Gettysburg   hgaconline.org

SEPT. 19-20
World War II weekend featuring living 
history, USO dance and programs at 
Eisenhower National Historic Site, 
Gettysburg   www.nps.gov/eise

SEPT. 19
Red, White and Blue 5K Color Run, 
Gettysburg Area Recreation Authority, 
Gettysburg Area Recreation Park,
545 Long Lane, Gettysburg
(717) 334-2028

SEPT. 19, 6 P.M.
“An Evening with the 
Painting,” Gettysburg 
National Military Park 
Museum and Visitor 
Center, Baltimore Pike, 
Gettysburg
www.
gettysburgfoundation.org

SEPT. 19, 7 P.M.
Keystone Brass Quintet 
in concert at Nicarry 
Meetinghouse,
Cross Keys Village - 
The Brethren Home 
Community, New Oxford
(717) 624-5203.

SEPT. 19,
8 A.M.-11 A.M.
Liberation of New 
Oxford
World War II re-
enactment honoring 
veterans, Center Square, 
New Oxford

ADAMS COUNTY SCENE
www.liberationofnewoxford.com
(717) 624-6240

SEPT. 20, 12-5 P.M.
24th annual Adams County Heritage 
Festival, Gettysburg Area Recreation 
Park, 545 Long Lane, Gettysburg
www.icpj-gettysburg.org

SEPT. 26-27, 2 P.M.
Gettysburg Community Theatre presents 
“Princess Whatsername” at 49 York St., 
Gettysburg
www.gettysburgcommunitytheatre.org 
(717) 334-2692

SEPT. 26-27
Fairfield Pippinfest,
Main Street, Fairfield
www.pippinfest.com

SEPT. 26, 8:30 P.M.
Gettysburg Bike Ride, sponsored by 
Healthy Adams Bicycle/Pedestrian Inc. 
Meet at Gettysburg Area Recreation Park, 
545 Long Lane, Gettysburg
Email habpi2012@gmail.com
to participate.

CHAMBER AD
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Hours: Sunday-Thursday 10am-7pm, 
Friday & Saturday 10am-9pm

42 York Street
Gettysburg, PA 17325

717.685.5207
larry@forthehistorian.com
www.forthehistorian.com

We have something for everyone!
• Civil War

• Napoleonics
• Wargaming

• Modeling IPMS AMPS
• Toy Soldiers

• Armor
• Ancient World

• Medieval
• Renaissance
• 18th Century

• American Revolution
• Britannia British Anglophilic

• Civilian History

• World War II
• Aircraft

• Victorian Era
• 19th Century
• World War I

• Modern - Post World War II
• Naval

• Firearms
• Militaria

• Model Kits
• Railroad Trains Railway

• Asia - Prior to WWII
• And Much More!

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE!

BooksBooks
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 Eastern Shore
 Soft  Shell
 Crabs
Lump Crab Cakes • Local Wines & Full Bar  • Real Irish Shepherd’s Pie • Irish Gift s

S hamrock
Restaurant

F itzgerald’s

since 1963

   Lunch & Dinner Served Daily
301-271-2912

www.ShamrockRestaurant.com
6 miles south of Mason/Dixon Line on US Route 15, Thurmont, MD

Apples • Peaches • Pears
Nectarines • Plums

Blackberries • Grapes
Tomatoes • Squash • Corn

Peppers • Cabbage
Fresh Baked & Frozen Fruit Pies

Jams • Jellies • Maple Syrup
Cut your own fl owers

MARKET OPEN DAILY
Mon. - Fri. 9am - 5pm; Sat. & Sun. 9am - 6pm
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divebombed me right between the eyes just 
above my black sunglasses. That bee didn’t 
sting me. He just bounced off my forehead. 
I quickly took my sunglasses off and didn’t 
put them back on for the rest of my time 
near the hives. I couldn’t do much about 
my dark shirt and shorts, though.
I didn’t realize that beekeeping could be 
so dangerous. Modern beekeepers take the 
danger in stride, though.
“I used to be scared of them when I was 
first starting out,” Deardorff said.
In fact, his wife is allergic to bees, but that 
that doesn’t stop them from raising bees. 
They are simply careful around the bees.
“You move slowly,” Deardorff said. “You 
don’t jar them. They are usually pretty nice 
to work with.”
While Deardorff will always wear a face 
mask to protect his face from stings when 
he works around bees, he doesn’t always 

Now, I want to make one thing clear here: I 
was not out to cause harm.
I was just standing in the field watching Jon 
Deardorff, owner of Shady Rest Apiaries in 
Orrtanna, prying the top off of one of the 
dozen or so hives that he keeps. 
Bzzzz! Suddenly, a honey bee tangled itself 
in my hair. I raised my hand to flick it 
away, but then I felt a sharp pain in my 
scalp. Deardorff walked over to make sure 
that the stinger was removed. Otherwise, it 
would keep pumping venom into my head.
 “You better not stand in front of the hive,” 
he warned me. 
So I backed off and to the side. Bzzz! 
Another bee came at me and landed in my 
hair. Again, I tried to flick it out, but it 
stung me first. This time, I managed to get 
the stinger out of my scalp.
 “I heard dark colors make the bees think 
a bear or skunk is coming at the hive,” the 
photographer said. 
I’ll note that he was a good 15 feet away 
from the hive with a long telephoto lens 
that allowed him to get a close shot of the 
hive. He wasn’t going to put that theory to 
a test.
As I considered what he said, a third bee 

What’s the BUZZ
        all about?STORY BY JAMES RADA JR.
PhOTOS BY JOhN ARMSTRONg

wear gloves to protect his hands. He also 
makes sure to wear a light-colored, long-
sleeved shirt. Frank Bodenberg has a full-
body suit that he wears when he works with 
his bees at his home north of Gettysburg.
Beekeeping has roots that go back to 
ancient Egypt. Workers keeping bees can 
be seen on the walls of ancient Egyptian 
temples. They knew what modern 
beekeepers know - not only can bees be a 
source of honey and wax, but having them 
around improves the pollination of plants 
and flowers nearby. 
According to the United States Department 
of Agriculture, “Bee pollination is 
responsible for $15 billion in added crop 
value, particularly for specialty crops such 
as almonds and other nuts, berries, fruits, 
and vegetables. About one mouthful in 
three in the diet directly or indirectly 
benefits from honeybee pollination.”

Deardorff hadn’t planned on being a 
beekeeper. He inherited a hive from his 
father-in-law.
 “I didn’t know anything, and it died,” 
Deardorff said.
A hive usually dies when the queen dies 
and there is no queen raised to replace her. 

STARTED

Beekeeping a local hobby

Getting

10
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What’s the BUZZ
        all about?

  “You move slowly.
             You don’t jar them.
       They are usually
       pretty nice to work with.”
          Jon Deardorff

Bees range for up to 2 miles in their search for pollen. They will collect pollen from 
whatever plants are in the area. The honey is usually identified by the plants the pollen 
is collected from, such as clover honey or orange blossom honey. Both Bodenberg and 
Deardorff call the honey they raise wildflower honey because no identifiable flowers that 
dominate from where the bees collect their honey.
The hives that beekeepers raise are actually boxes that are stacked on each other. The boxes 
are about 18 inches square and six inches high. Each box is open on the top and bottom to 
allow the bees to move from box to box. Within each box hang a series of frames on which 

the bees can build their honeycombs. As the frames in one box fill up with comb and honey, additional boxes are stacked on top.
“On average, you get about 60 pounds of honey from a hive,” Deardorff said. “Some years, you may get 100 pounds if it’s a healthy hive.”
There are a few ways that beekeepers can start a hive. They can buy bees and a queen and place them in a hive. They can capture a bee 
swarm, or as is often the case, they remove a hive from a house.
“Exterminators won’t kill bees,” Deardorff said. “They tell people to call beekeepers and have them remove the hive.”
Bodenberg recently spent two days in an old log home that was going to be dismantled. He wound up removing a hive that ran half the 
length of the house. If he managed to capture a queen in the honeycomb that he removed, he should be able to establish a hive.
“With a new hive, you may get honey and may not,” Deardorff said. “I don’t take all of the honey. I will leave my bees a box of honey to 
feed them through the winter.”
Bees will cluster in a tight ball and move around little when the weather is cold. The colder it gets, the 
less the bees will move away from their cluster.
“The last two winters have been too cold,” Deardorff said. “It’s been so cold that food could be an 
inch and a half away from the bees, but they can’t move and so they die.”
Bodenberg said that the York County Beekeepers Association took a survey of its members to 
see how well their hives had fared after the cold winter.  He said that the average loss was 40 
percent.
Beekeepers will also examine the bees in their hives for signs 
of disease on a regular basis. Deardorff said that mites are 
a particular problem that can kill bees, but there are 
also wax moths and other creatures that can also be 
deadly. He is particularly vigilant for the health of 
his bees because he doesn’t use any chemicals to 
treat them.
When the time comes to bottle honey, the 
frames from the hive are placed in an extractor, 
which is similar to a large centrifuge and spun. 
Honey is pulled out of the comb and falls to bottom of 
extractor where it drains out a spigot into a bucket.
“I keep my honey totally raw,” Deardorff said. “I don’t use 
heat to treat it. All I do is put a strainer on the buck to keep 
out bees and comb.”
The result is a tasty treat that many people think has 
more flavor.
“They really are remarkable little creatures,” 
Bodenberg said.

HONEYCollecting
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PERSONALITY PROFILE

Adams County Republican Committee 
Chair Elizabeth Hower takes the “conserve” 
aspect of conservatism very seriously.
She hears a harmony between her role 
as party chair and her role as a devoted 
grandmother. Both, she said, are about 
passing on a legacy of wisdom.
Hower gained her political passion from 
her own grandmother, who risked social 
disapproval in her small rural community 
of Old Fort, Ohio by registering women to 
vote soon after they gained the franchise in 
1920. Hower is named after that courageous 
woman, Elizabeth Watson, who was the 
Republican wife of a Democrat, though 
Hower said that “Democrats were just as 
conservative” as the GOP in those days.
Political activism is “what she instilled in 
me, and that’s what I’m doing now,” Hower 
said.
She has chaired the county party for five 
years and was re-elected to a two-year 
term in June, but her political interest and 
activism extend back through more than 
three decades.

PASSING ON 
CONSERVATIVE 

TRADITION IMPORTANT 
TO COUNTY 

REPUBLICAN CHAIR
STORY AND PhOTOS BY JIM hALE
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PERSONALITY PROFILE
Six months after moving to Adams County in 1978, she ran for Huntington Township 
supervisor. She hadn’t sought political office before that, but she had begun attending township 
meetings and knew she wanted to get involved in improving government.
Her motivation was straightforward. 
“It was our first real home,” she explained, saying that she and her then-husband had been 
moving around for years while he was in the Army, including a stint in Germany. During that 
time, she said, every place seemed temporary. By contrast, she said, when they came to Adams 
County, “it was the first time we were settled.”
For her first campaign, she spent the huge sum of $75 to print hand-outs, and went door to 
door with her son. She did remarkably well for a newcomer, losing by only 14 votes. After that 
experience, she said, “I was hooked on the process.” She later ran for party committeeperson, 
gaining a position she has held for many years.
In addition to the up close and personal brand of politics that takes place at the township level, 
Hower also sought change and improvement in Harrisburg. She ran for state representative 
in the 1980s, part of what she called “the first wave of women” to seek office here. Hower has 
served as president of the Adams County Council of Republican Women. In 2008, she was 
awarded the “Woman of the Year Award” by the Pennsylvania Federation of Republican Women.
The state representative campaign was “a wonderful experience” despite the lack of a victory, 
Hower said, in part because “I met so many wonderful people.”
In her own and other Republicans’ campaigns over the years, Hower said, she learned an 
important lesson about the core issues that Adams County residents hold dearest, which she calls the “Four Es.” They are the Elderly, the 
Economy, Education, and the Environment.
Advancing those issues isn’t easy, she said.
 People are happy enough to talk about politics, Hower said, but few are willing to get involved. If she knew why that’s so, she said, “I’d 
make a million dollars.”
She has a few educated guesses, though.
“Number one, it’s the work. It’s hard work,” she said, and political activists “have to be committed to serve, and you have to define what you 
believe in and put yourself out there to public scrutiny. To have everything you do be evaluated is very difficult for some people,” she said.
Finding people who can thrive in a political setting is a big part of Hower’s job as chair, she said.
“You ask them, and every once in a while, you get a ‘yes,’” she said.
“I’m sad to say that people generally don’t know the grassroots political system,” Hower said, and that fact has been a constant throughout 
her career. That’s why, she said, she strives to educate the public, but the cost of that commitment is high in terms of time spent.
“On a slow day, I spend two hours on the computer” answering emails and handling other details, she said, and the job increases to four 
to six hours daily during campaigns, as she advises candidates, helping them fine-tune their campaign literature or helping them manage 
unexpected challenges.
“It’s about helping people stay focused even though it may be dark at that particular time,” she said. “You have to look at the bigger picture, 
the mission.”
“The party membership in Adams County,” she said, “is a group of people willing to work for conservative values and beliefs that are in the 
Constitution and the Declaration of Independence, with the aim of perpetuating” those values.
“There will be different views” about how to realize that goal, she said, but party members “come together” in terms of believing in “the 
individual worth of human beings” and that “government is not the answer.”
However, she said, the political process does offer a means of making change, though it requires serious effort these days because the system 
is “sort of broken right now.”
A great side-effect of such work, she said, is the forging of “friendships of kindred souls, and working with them, and getting to know them, 
and coming up with ideas to promote our values.”
One means of doing that is a new party-sponsored event that debuted this year, the Reagan Roundup. The event, featuring activities such as 
riding horses and meeting Adams County Sheriff James Muller and his police dog Leggy, “reminded me of the hoe-downs in old Westerns,” 
Hower said.
The roundup was designed to attract “two generations of people who don’t know what it’s like to have a strong conservative leader,” Hower 
said, “and it worked. I saw people I never saw before.”

Editor’s Note:
This is the second 

of a two-part series 
profiling the Adams 
County committee 

chairs of the two major 
political parties. Roger 
Lund, chair of Adams 
County Democratic 

Committee, was 
featured in the May/

June edition.
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In keeping with Hower’s vision of passing 
on the conservative tradition, she said that 
the “most meaningful part of my job is 
working with the kids.” She especially enjoys 
interacting with the Adams County Young 
Conservatives group. 
“They are awesome” and “our hope for the 
future,” she said, adding, “I can give them 
the wisdom that I have learned politically,” 
especially an insight she attributed to 
Republican Abraham Lincoln: “Common 
sense is not so common.”
Hower’s regard for the 16th President of 
the United States is so high that she wrote 
a book about him, a time-travel adventure 
for kids called “Uncle Abe, Uncle Dunkle, 
and Me,” inspired in part her real-life 
ancestor,  Aaron Dunkle, a Zouave soldier of 
the 114th Philadelphia, who was wounded 
and captured at the Peach Orchard during 
the third day of the Battle of Gettysburg, 
survived the Confederates’ infamous 
Libby Prison, and went on to become a 
Pennsylvania state senator.
In the book, a 21st-century boy finds himself 
transported backward through the years 
to November 1863, where Honest Abe is 
hard at work on the Gettysburg Address, a 
text the boy already knows by heart. Hower 
conducted careful research to make sure 
that the yarn would be historically accurate, 
relying on first-person accounts from 
people who knew Lincoln personally and 
worked closely with him, such as his private 
secretaries John Nicolay and John Hay. The 
book is available through Amazon and other 
sellers.
It’s vital to keep history like that of Dunkle 
alive, Hower said. She said she shared his 
story with her grandchildren because it “tells 
them they can conquer” no matter how 
“bleak” the present seems.
Hower’s interaction with young people also 
includes substitute teaching, which she 
has done in every school district in Adams 
County over the course of eight years.
“To see the eyes of a child light up when they 
actually get something they’ve really been 
struggling with is worth its weight in gold,” 
she said.

Moments like that create a lasting bond, Hower said. While out and about in the 
community, she often encounters students with whom she worked, leading to a “big hug” in 
the middle of Giant or Walmart.
Hower’s own youth encompassed two very different worlds, she said.
She started out in Whitefish Bay, Wisc., where her father was a ceramics engineer who 
played a role in bridging the gap from tube-based electronics to circuit boards. He helped 
develop the first ceramic capacitor, she said.
In high school, her father’s work took the family to Myrtle Beach, S.C., where she witnessed 
the segregated society of the time, with separate facilities for black and white people, as well 
as the beginning of the end of that world.
She went on to college, earning a bachelor’s degree in biology and a teaching certificate from 
the University of North Carolina at Greensboro.
She married right out of college. After her husband’s time in the Army, he obtained a Ph.D. 
through the GI Bill. While he studied, she worked for five years as a laboratory technician, 
testing effects on milk production when brewer’s grain — the materials left over after 
making beer — was added to the diet of Holstein cows.
Her husband gained employment with the Campbell Soup company, which took them to 
New Jersey before they ended up in Adams County.
For years, Hower devoted herself to raising her sons. Aaron now has three sons of his own. 
He lives in Alaska and continues to recover from severe burns he suffered eight years ago 
while serving in Iraq. Thomas has two sons and is a forester working in the mid-Atlantic 
region for the U.S. Forestry Service.
“It’s wonderful to be a grandmother,” Hower said. Her grandchildren called her “Grammy,” 
and “I’m their pal.”
Once her sons were on their way, Hower enmeshed herself in the cultural and philanthropic 
life of South Central Pennsyvlania.
While working for radio station WGET in Gettysburg, she got to know a wide range of 
people by administering the Community Club Awards program through which groups 
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could raise funds by shopping at area stores.
Later, at WITF in Harrisburg, she became the special projects manager, facilitating 
a wide array of special cultural events ranging from ballets and book signings to 
concerts hosted in area cities by prominent classical music broadcaster Karl Haas.
The longest leg of Hower’s professional journey — some 17 years — was aboard the 
Pride of the Susquehanna paddle-wheeler. As executive director of the Harrisburg 
Area Riverboat Society, she organized myriad events aboard the ship, ranging from 
murder mysteries and high teas to weddings. “We had everything,” she said.
Through many “16-hour days,” Hower said, she worked with everyone from tour 
bus companies to the  Allenberry Playhouse in Boiling Springs. “We had wonderful 
crews and captains,” she said, noting that she collaborated with five different 
captains over the years. 
Hower, also a former chair of the United Way of Adams County, said each of her 
jobs taught her skills in many areas, such as marketing, that have been of great 
value to her as a party leader.
A key part of life’s meaning is “to learn along the way,” she said, and from both 
experience and tradition, “I have a lot to draw on.” 
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Nature reclaims
borough mostly abandoned
after mine fire
STORY AND PhOTOS BY JESSICA A. RUDY

The streets no longer bear signs, though a look at a map will reveal their names remain.
The only indication they are - or were - streets, are the stop signs that adorn each 
intersection.
There’s a curb, overgrown with weeds and the remnants of a brick sidewalk, long-
covered in moss and reclaimed by milkweed. 
Across the street is an abandoned set of steps. Elsewhere, the curb dips down for a 
driveway. 
This isn’t some alien moonscape or a park. This is Centralia, Pa., population 7.
This modern ghost town is located in the heart of Pennsylvania, perhaps an hour 
north of Harrisburg. It is here where the gentle, rolling hills of the south give way to 
stunning, breathtaking mountains. These mountains, lush with green, dotted with 
homes and sprinkled with windmills, belie the treasure lying deep inside: anthracite 
coal.
Sixty years ago, Centralia was a bustling town of nearly 2,000 residents. 
Incorporated in 1866, it was chiefly home to people employed in mining. Immediately 
in the vicinity of town were numerous anthracite coal mines.
The town waxed and waned with the power of coal. As the industry and economy 
changed, so did the town. Churches dotted the streets, and residents went about their 
business in a variety of shops and neighborhoods. 
In the 1960s, many local mines shut down, and Centralia seemed poised to become 
the sort of quiet former mining town so common across much of central Pennsylvania. 
Little did her residents know how dramatic the fall of the town would be.
In 1962, a fire started beneath the town’s soil. The flames quickly spread to the 
anthracite coal veins running below much of the borough, setting off a blaze now 
predicted to last several hundred years. 
Former town officials, firefighters, and state bureaucrats have historically been at odds 
about how the blaze started, but it is clear the blaze started in or near the landfill (a 
former strip mine) and spread underground through an exposed coal seam.
The resulting destruction destabilized the ground, opening sinkholes and sending 
carbon monoxide into the air. 
For nearly two decades, residents didn’t realize the full extent of the fire. But in the late 
1970s, a local businessman measured the temperatures in his underground gas tanks 
and found them to be inexplicably high. And in 1981, a 12-year-old resident fell into a 
sinkhole that opened suddenly in his backyard. The vapors rising from the gash in the 
yard had lethal levels of carbon monoxide. He was rescued by his cousin, but by then 
the blaze and Centralia had received national attention. 
In 1984, U.S. Congress approved a buyout program, which many residents accepted. 
They moved out of town to nearby Mount Carmel and Ashland, and their homes were 
taken over and knocked down. 
Some families chose to remain, and to this day there are still people living in 
Centralia. Legal complications throughout the years have resulted in eminent domain 
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proceedings, and in the case of Gov. Ed Rendell, the attempted 
eviction of the remaining residents in 2009.
By late 2013, the residents had successfully reached a settlement 
with state officials to stay in their homes for the remainder of 
their lives, after which their property rights will revert to the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.
The town, now little more than a grid of streets sometimes 
interspersed with steam wafting from the ground, has become 
something of a point of pilgrimage for people concerned about the 
effects of industry on the environment. 
Others visit the ghost town to imagine how it is that a place so 
recently alive could become so empty. And still others are urban 
explorers wishing to see, experience and document the abandoned, 
unseen places in society.
A few words of caution: The streets of Centralia are like any 
other streets of any other town and are open to the public and to 
traffic. There’s not much to stop people from parking, looking, 
and walking around. But there are hazards here. Off the streets, 
ground may have become unstable, making sinkholes a possibility 
at any time. So off-road wandering should only be done with an 
awareness of the terrain, and by keeping alert for any shifts in the 
ground. 
There are ample signs that give warning. If something says “no 
trespassing,” then follow the sign. Other signs will warn of 
unstable ground. Heed the signs to avoid serious injury.
The streets of Centralia - at least the central ones - are also state 
routes, carrying a decent amount of traffic through the area. So 
obey the traffic laws when you run into other travelers. 
And, the town still exists in the hearts of its former residents. 
Cemeteries in the town are still holding burials for those who 
wish to be interred in the place they call home. Various churches 
and associations maintain and upkeep these grounds, and though 
visitors are welcome, they are asked to be respectful. Additionally, 
The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Ukrainian Greek-
Catholic Church on North Paxton Street is still a parish and holds 
services each week.
There’s something eerie about standing on Railroad Avenue. For a 
portion of its length, it is a divided street and it doesn’t take much 
to envision the neighborhood that used to populate the area. 
The trees growing in the grid of streets make one feel as if the 
neighborhoods used to have shady yards, perfect for playing 
outside, sitting on the porch, chatting with neighbors. 
Park Street has its name for a reason - the town park is there, and 
if visitors are lucky, they might get to chat with one of the town’s 
residents relaxing there. Unfortunately, they were going about 
their business during a recent visit, and we were unable to chat 
with them. But I suspect they might tire of the tourists from time 
to time. 
Every once in a while, the overgrowth of the street gives way to 
a manicured lawn and a clean sidewalk -  this is one of the five 
homes that still stands in Centralia. 
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Centralia, Pa. is most easily 
accessed from Exit 116

of Route 81. From there 
follow Route 901 West and 

Route 61 North.
Because of the town’s 

condition, there are no 
restrooms or dining options, 

and many areas are not 
handicap accessible. 

For safety, stick to the roads 
and heed signage warning of 

dangers or against trespassing. 
Additionally, stay upwind of 
any vapors observed creeping 

from the ground, as these 
may contain lethal gases.

If you go:
One home in particular, located on the east side of town on Big Mine Run Road, has 
not only a brick chimney creeping up its side, but five brick pillars. These were placed to 
stabilize the home - formerly one in a number of row homes - after its neighbors were 
knocked down.
Near this home on Locust Street is the Centralia municipal building. Its lights are on, and 
a maintenance truck is parked in one of the bays. After all, the remaining residents need to 
keep the town usable.
Though this is a ghost town - largely devoid of residents and instead populated with 
transient visitors only staying for an hour or so - it is amazing the life that exists within.
Everywhere the trees, wildflowers, weeds and bushes are reclaiming the landscape. In fact, 
it’s almost shocking how quickly nature can take back land after humans have left. Though 
the valuable fossil fuel the town is built on may be burning below the earth continues to 
renew itself.
Probably the two most dramatic things a visitor can do during a visit to Centralia are to 
climb to the high ground, and visit the abandoned Route 61.
Route 61 brings visitors from the south to Centralia from Ashland. But drivers will notice 
that as it goes north towards Centralia, the road takes a wide curve. That’s because the road 
is detouring around its former route.
Look closely, and you’ll see the piles of dirt where the former route was closed. At the top 
of the hill, right before beginning the descent to Centralia, there is a dirt pull-off large 
enough to accommodate four or five cars at a time. It is here where the abandoned Route 
61 ends.
Abandoned Route 61 remains paved, though no one has performed maintenance on 
the road in at least 20 years. The blaze below caused the road to constantly give way to 
subsidence, causing the pavement to heave and making for costly repairs. It eventually 
became more economical to make the detour around the divided highway permanent. 
Now the mile and a half long stretch is a sort of canvas for the despair and hope of pilgrims 
to Centralia.
The usual graffiti exists: crude representations of vulgar innuendos, drug imagery, and tags 
noting that one person loves (or hates) someone else. During a recent visit, it was clear a 
Detroit Tigers fan had recently been through the area, scrawling detailed, multi-colored 
team logos in spray paint. 
There are also the usual profanities, but in the mix are stunning meditations on the 
experiences visitors feel as they visit the area.
Quotations on the impermanence of life, Star Wars references, and references to lost 
civilizations litter the stretch of blacktop. And all is not lost - the graffiti is also a place 
where people seem to encourage one another. Though they might not know each other, 
folks leave encouraging messages for those who will follow them.
More than halfway down the stretch of highway there is a large gash in the southbound 
lane. It’s mostly filled with weeds and stones. Visitors at the end of June 2015 found it was 
also filled with discarded homework papers.
Urban explorers say that during the winter, one can see steam rising from the gash, but 
there was no steam during the summer. There were however, holes in the road near the 
gash that seemed to drop into oblivion. And there was one other disconcerting note.
Though the day was fairly cool and breezy, the road was warm as if baked by the sun at the 
height of the summer. The feeling is subtle, but once it is noticed, it is hard to ignore that 
this heat is likely caused by the fire underground.
At the north end of the highway is a cemetery, and there it is obvious people are still 
continuing to come home for eternity. Rising on the hills above are windmills - one of the 
many alternative energy generators that will eventually decrease humanity’s need for coal - 
and decrease the chance for another heartbreak like Centralia.
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 Four-legged officers
assist local law enforcement

The smallest member of the Adams County Sheriff’s Office may also be the 
most intimidating. She’s definitely the fastest, and demands no pay aside 
from a steady supply of food and play, and a warm place to sleep.
Allegra, or “Leggy” as she’s known around the office, is Sheriff James 
Muller’s canine companion of nearly six years. The 7-year-old Belgian 
Malinois, light brown with a black muzzle, is the same breed that 
accompanied the United States forces who raided Osama bin Laden’s 
compound in 2011. Also known as the Belgian Shepherd, the breed is 
faster than a German Shepherd (the most common police canine), and 
has a stronger bite, Muller said. Belgians also don’t suffer from the hip 
problems that plague some German Shepherds, he said.
Adding a dog (or K-9) to his department wasn’t necessarily in Muller’s plan 
when he was elected to the sheriff’s office in 2005. Upon his return home 
from serving as a Marine in Vietnam, he got a dog, and when it died, didn’t 
envision owning another. 
“I took that really hard,” he said.
A conversation with Ryan Morris, owner of Tripwire Operations Group in 
Gettysburg, changed his mind. 
“He asked how I’d like a bomb dog,” Muller said. “I thought it was kind of 
needed in the county.”
Tripwire, which provides explosives products, training and services to first 
responders and military personnel, covered the costs of procuring and 
training Leggy. Muller and his new K-9, who was then about 18 months 
old, soon bonded.
“Everywhere I go, she goes,” he said one recent weekday morning as Leggy 
lay relaxing in his office inside the Adams County Courthouse. “I don’t 
know what I’d do without her now.”
Leggy is trained to detect weapons and any weapon- or bomb-related 
substances. She responds with Muller to bomb threats or reports of 
suspicious packages, and also accompanies him to large events like the 
annual Gettysburg battle re-enactment, Bike Week gatherings, and the 
National Apple Harvest Festival.

STORY BY AShLEY ANDYShAK hAYES
PhOTOS BY DARRYL WhEELER
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Adams County Sheriff
James Muller

“ “

They can go from zero to 100 real quick.

She knows if you put the vest on her, it’s time to work.

While Leggy may be able to detect a 
weapon or any trace of one at any time, she 
will only search and point to said materials 
when commanded. During the interview, 
Leggy relaxed on a pile of blankets in front 
of a corner shelf, a tennis ball resting beside 
her on the floor. As soon as Muller picked 
up a braided rope toy, used daily in their 
training and play, she stood at attention, 
showing off the sheriff’s star hanging from 
her collar.
“They know when they’re working and 
when they’re not,” he said. “They can go 
from zero to 100 real quick. She knows if 
you put the vest on her, it’s time to work.”
Having a dog on the force is also a way 
for law enforcement to promote positive 
relationships with the communities they 
serve and the public in general. After 
a bomb threat in the Conewago Valley 
School District last school year, Muller’s 
office received a call about a student who 
was afraid to return to school. Muller took 
Leggy to visit the student and her family to 
talk about the incident, easing her fears and 
allowing her to return to the classroom.
The appeal of a K-9 is universal. In June, 
Muller attended the National Sheriff’s 
Association Conference in Baltimore, where 
2013 Miss America Mallory Hagan visited 
with attendees. Leggy’s popularity rivaled 
that of the pageant queen, he said.
“She’s such a great dog,” he said. “These 
dogs are so personable. She breaks down 
barriers. I bet she had more pictures taken 
of her than Miss America.”
Conversely, Leggy can make those on the 
lam think twice before running again. 
Muller said he often takes Leggy along 
when serving warrants, and people who 
might try to evade him decide otherwise 
once they see a dog.
“They know there’s no way you’ll ever get 
away from her,” he said. 
Belgian Malanois like Leggy can run as 
fast as a deer and jump over a sport utility 
vehicle, he said.
While many departments begin thinking 
about retiring a dog at around age 8 or 9, 
Muller said he has no plans to slow Leggy 
down.

“As long as she has the drive and the willpower to do it, I’m going to keep working her,” he 
said.
However, waiting in the wings is Tuko, a 7-month-old of the same breed, who also lives 
with Muller. Tuko was donated to the department by Tripwire, and is training to assist 
Muller and his deputies when the time comes.
The sheriff’s office isn’t the only department in Adams County to have a four-legged 
officer. In McSherrystown, Chief Michael Woods gets help from his K-9 companion, Ozi, 
a 6-year-old German Shepherd.
Ozi is a dual-purpose dog, able to track both missing people and suspects, and the 
presence of drugs. He responds with the department to conduct vehicle searches and 
searches at schools, and to investigate other narcotics-related cases.
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“Narcotics use in this area is unfortunately increasing,” Woods said. “He’s trained in basically every narcotic out there.”
Woods obtained Ozi from the Somers Point Police Department in New Jersey, just west of Ocean City, two years ago. He is the first dog 
the department has used, but like Muller and Leggy, Woods and Ozi have bonded.
“He’s with me all the time, he’s like my partner,” Woods said. “He comes to work with me every day.”
Ozi already had all of the necessary certifications, and Woods was certified as a handler by Stateline Canine in Hanover. The team must 
complete 15 hours of training every month, and most of this can be accomplished during the course of daily activities, Woods said.
“We do basic training every day,” he said. “To him, work is play and play is work. German Shepherds are working dogs. They always want 
to be working, and we make it into games for him, so he really enjoys it.”
Woods concurs with Muller’s observation that K-9s serve as deterrents for those who might consider running from law enforcement. 
Woods cited one recent case in which a suspect had evaded several local police departments, but when he saw Ozi on the scene, he 
decided to surrender.
“A suspect might think about running until they see a K-9,” he said. 
Someone suspected of having drugs in their vehicle at a stop is also more likely to confess their presence if they see a dog on the scene, he 
said.
“People will admit where (the drugs) are because they don’t want a dog coming through their car,” he said. “It’s nice to have (another) set 
of eyes and set of ears. It’s pretty amazing what they can do.”
Woods also takes Ozi to schools and community events to help build relationships with students and the public, and said the response has 
been overwhelmingly positive.
“Everybody loves him,” he said. “They all love Ozi, it’s great.”
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www.tripwireops.org

TRIPWIRE OPERATIONS GROUP
1685 BALTIMORE PIKE | GETTYSBURG, PA 17325

TOLL FREE 888.330.7015 | PHONE 717.648.2792 | FAX 717.334.6391
EMAIL explosive@tripwireops.org

explosives division firearm sales training courses

we are proud to have
provided both the

training and animals
for the adams county 

sheriff’s k-9 unit.
both the dogs and
the training were

provided free of charge.

TRIPWIRE OPERATIONS GROUP, LLC IS COMPRISED OF EXPERIENCED
PROFESSIONAL OPERATORS WHO HAVE EXTENSIVE EXPERIENCE IN LAW 

ENFORCEMENT, BOMB SQUAD/EOD FUNCTIONS AS WELL AS SWAT TACTICS. 
TRIPWIRE IS A FEDERALLY LICENSED IMPORTER, EXPORTER, DEALER, AND 

MANUFACTURER OF EXPLOSIVE MATERIALS AS WELL AS A CLASS 09/NFA 
FEDERAL FIREARMS LICENSE HOLDER. THEY PROVIDE NUMEROUS

COURSES OF INSTRUCTION AROUND THE COUNTRY. VISIT THEIR FACEBOOK 
PAGE AND WEBSITE FOR MORE INFORMATION.
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Electric Map
will become

Hanover’s 
     Bright Sp  t
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STORY BY hOLLY FLETChER
PhOTOS BY DARRYL WhEELER

Hanover businessman Scott Roland 
remembers seeing Gettysburg’s electric map 
when he was a kid.
“I was probably about 11 or 12 years 
old, on a Boy Scout trip to Gettysburg to 
earn a badge when I first saw it,” said the 
Philadelphia-area native, recalling that the 
light-up map was housed in an auditorium 
that looked like a boxing ring.
For decades, it was a main attraction at 
the National Park Service’s Visitor Center. 
The 30-by-30 foot map used twinkling 
lights and narration to illustrate the town’s 
famous Civil War battle.
Not only does Roland remember the map. 
He owns it.
That slab of childhood memory has 
been sitting in four large chunks in his 
downtown Hanover conference center since 
he bought it at government auction in 
2012. He’s been slowly working to bring it 
back to life.
When the park service opened a new visitor 
center in 2009 and realized the map had 
traces of asbestos, they had it broken into 
pieces and placed into storage before selling 
it at an auction. Roland placed the winning 
$14,000 bid, with hopes of using the map 
to increase Hanover’s tourism.
With the help of electrician Greg Ruff, he’s 
been reconnecting the wiring that was cut 
when it was disassembled, and replacing 
old bulbs with LED lights.
Roland had hoped to have it running and 
open to the public by now, but with every 
step forward, he said, they ran into another 
roadblock that delayed the renovation.
But now things are starting to come 
together.
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Hanover’s 
     Bright Sp  t

ELECTRIC MAP
The map currently sits in the second story conference room of the former Wachovia Bank building on Carlisle Street, on a steel frame 
atop cinder blocks that allows Ruff to maneuver underneath on a creeper and fish out the wires. 
The blocks will eventually be removed and the frame will be lowered to the floor.
“In Gettysburg, the map sat on the floor, but there was a basement underneath where you could get to the wires,” said Roland. “We are 
on the second floor here and won’t have access, so once it’s running; it will be maintained entirely from the top.”
So far, they have reconfigured about three miles of wires.
Ruff said it’s a wiring nightmare. “And that’s putting it mildly.”
Roland called it “spaghetti junction.”
“There is one wire for every light and there are 600 lights, but some areas like Pickett’s Charge, might have 10 lights on one wire. It’s 
tedious to trace it all back through,” he said.
The two have spent about 140 hours just on wiring, but said the end is finally in sight. 
“We have to take breaks every couple of hours,” Roland said. “It’s slow-going and takes a lot of time, but we’re almost done with three of 
the four sections.”
He’s also been sidetracked with renovations to other downtown areas, such as Young Manor. 
“It’s all part of revitalizing downtown Hanover,” he said.
What about the map’s asbestos?
“We had the map encapsulated with a sealant,” said Roland, noting that the potential danger of asbestos needs to be put in perspective. 
“Many things surrounding us today have trace amounts of asbestos and it’s not like you’re going to have kids coming in here and licking 
the map; but, we have treated it and it is fine.”
Why buy the map?
Roland bought the former bank building in the spring of 2012, with plans to revamp it and host both a conference center and a local 
heritage museum. When he heard the map was going up for sale, he asked architect friend Jim Baumgardner if the map would fit in the 
building’s upstairs conference room.
“It wasn’t the perfect location, especially for public display, but he said it was adequate and so, I threw in a bid,” said Roland, noting that 
he believes the map will help Hanover’s tourism.
The plan is to sell tickets to those who want to see the map, just as the park service did, and then educate the public on the borough’s 
wayside markers, which chronicle the Civil War’s lesser-known Battle of Hanover.
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ELECTRIC MAP
Roland said downtown Hanover has been struggling 
for years and is finally seeing a turnaround. With the 
conference center - which houses a coffee shop and 
retail store o the first floor, and the map and Timeline 
Arcade (Pa.’s largest arcade) upstairs - the crowds are 
sure to come, he said.
“Hanover has a manufacturing history that goes way 
back, but we also have a bit of Civil War history and 
the map is a great draw,” he said, adding that it’s good 
for Gettysburg, too. “Folks will come to Gettysburg to 
stay, because they have the lodging and the battlefield, 
but even if only 5 percent travel another 16 miles here 
to see the map, you’ll have people prolonging their 
stay and enjoying some of the other attractions of the area.”
How do you move a 12-ton map?
Each of the four sections is seven-feet wide and weighs more than 6,000 pounds. 
Roland said that Kinsley Construction moved it from its “secret location” (an 
old trucking company along I-83) in York to Hanover on trucks and hoisted it 
through the 2nd story windows with a crane. He added that once the wiring and 
lighting is complete, the four sections will be pushed together using machine 
skates.
Replacing the incandescent bulbs with LEDs will save a bit on electricity, but 
Roland said the main reason was because the original bulbs are hard to find. 
They can use the original lenses which come in colors of red, blue, amber, green, clear and white - and 
represent different things on the map.
He said those who remember the topographical map won’t see much difference, as he is trying to retain 
the nostalgia and keep it a simple piece of history. 
Since the main controller was missing, Roland is having the entire light show and narration 
computerized. “The theory is simple but putting it into practice takes some maneuvering,” he said.
He has videos of the original electric map presentation to go by, but finds it odd that the narration 
does not include the railroad. “It’s perplexing really, because the map shows the railroad and there are 
lights on it.”
It makes him wonder if there are other narrations out there, especially since his map is not the first one.
Joseph Rosensteel, whose family founded the park’s original museum, created a smaller electric map in 
1938, and then built the larger map for the battle’s 100th anniversary commemoration in 1963. 
“Maybe there are different narrations,” he said. “In fact, when we get everything done and on 
computer, we could also have different versions - maybe even one where the South wins!” he quipped.
Roland is hopeful that the map will draw people, as it did before, with its simplicity. He feels that 
Gettysburg’s car tour is hard to follow.
“It starts you in one place on the first day, but then talks about the third day, before the second day 
which is all done to expedite your tour, but doesn’t help you understand the whole picture.”
While it’s not “high-tech” and more like a “big train set,” Roland said it gives viewers a better 
understanding of what happened in Gettysburg during those three fateful days. He’d like to add 
Hanover’s Civil War story to the map presentation, as well.
Will there be seating?
“It’s only a 30-minute show, but we will eventually look for some type of seating arrangement,” said 
Roland, noting that a platform might be added for better viewing. The room will accommodate about 
50 people at a time.
For more information on the map and its progress, follow “Gettysburg Electric Map in Hanover, PA” 
on Facebook.
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james gettys
hotel est. 1804

An elegant, award-winning all suite boutique 
hotel in historic Gettysburg, PA

27 chambersburg street • gettysburg, pa 17325
888-900-5275 • 717-337-1334 • www.jamesgett yshotel.com

The Flower Boutique has all the best
 owers to make someone smile.
We also have a wide selection of
 owers online and for delivery in
Gett ysburg or anywhere you like.

SEE US FIRST FOR PLANTS,
ROSES, WREATHS AND ALL YOUR 

WEDDING FLOWERS, TOO!

39 N. WASHINGTON STREET | GETTYSBURG, PA | 717-337-1423
www.the owerboutiqueofgettysburg.com

OPEN EVERY DAY • Fri. & Sat. Til 8pm
ON LINCOLN SQUARE • GETTYSBURG, PA 17325 • 717-334-6371

Come and enjoy a one-of-a-kind shopping experience and see our unique 
selection of FINE ART and GIFTS!

Next to the
Gettysburg Hotel

Codori’s
~ Where The Magic Never Fades~

 Russian Lacquer Boxes
 Russian Nesting Dolls
 Religious Icons
 Italian Glass Jewelry

 Civil War Nutcrackers
 German Smoking Men
 Hand Carved Santas
 Glass Eye Studio

 Music Boxes
 Miniature Tea Sets
 Stuff ed Animals
 Toys & Books

and

Over 40 
Years In
Business!
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-Family Owned and Operated Since 1973-d d dd d d

Gluten-free pizza and
a wide selection of craft 
beer on draft, bottles,
and growlers to go.

View Our Menu at: www.TommysPizzaInc.com

105 STEINWEHR AVE., GETTYSBURG, PA
717-334-4721 • 717-334-8966 • Eat In, Carry Out, Delivery or Pick-Up Window

FEATURING: Pizza, Stromboli, Assorted Sub Menu,
Wings, Salads and More!

OPEN 11AM
DAILY

Gettysburg Area 
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Chef
FIDLER & CO.

Fresh Food 
Fidler’s Focus

FIDLER
JOSH

STORY BY ALEx J. hAYES
PhOTOS BY JOhN ARMSTRONg

When Josh Fidler was growing up in Gettysburg during the 1980s and 1990s, dishes such 
as octopus and quail eggs were not on any menus. The area had decent, but for the most 
part traditional, dining options. 
He left the area for Santa Barbara in the late 1990s for photography school. He did not 
know it at the time, but his first bite into an authentic Mexican taco put him on a path 
that would eventually lead to opening Fidler and Company craft kitchen in Biglerville 
about 15 years later.
“When I tasted that, it was life changing,” he said.
Fidler’s favorite photography school assignments involved food. 
“It (cooking) is like photography. You can have a picture in your head of what you want 
it to look like but you need to know how to control the exposure, what filters you need to 
use, all of that,” he said.
Cooking became a hobby, but photography was still his passion. He eventually moved 
back to Adams County, but finding a job in digital media was rough. He applied to be a 

waiter at a new restaurant, Dimitri’s Greek 
Restaurant (located on Buford Avenue 
in Gettysburg where Montezuma’s now 
stands).
The owner, Jim Coustacosus, taught Fidler 
about fresh cooking. He recalls thoughts of 
bewilderment when the restaurant received 
a flat of fresh octopus one day. Coustacosus 
showed Fidler how to marinade it, the next 
day they grilled it and it was delicious.
Unfortunately, Coustacosus was “ten years 
ahead of his time,” Fidler said and the 
restaurant was forced to close. 
When a new Irish restaurant, Garryowen, 
opened in town, Fidler started as a 
bartender but quickly found himself in 
charge of a kitchen for the first time.
By then, Gettysburg residents and visitors 
had expanded their pallette and were not as 
afraid to try new things. Fidler credits the 
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Food Network’s popularity for easing eaters’ apprehensions, 
but added that the chef/customer relationship is also key.
“As a chef, always your end goal is to introduce people to 
new things. You want people to enjoy the things that you like 
that are properly prepared. You have to gain the trust of your 
clientele, to trust you that if you put that thing they never 
had on the menu that it is going to be prepared exquisitely,” 
he said.
Cooking is only one aspect of being a chef, Fidler explains. 
He must be organized, properly manage staff, create 
promotions, order supplies and interact with customers.
“It is an immense amount of work. I had to do a lot of 
reading and a lot of trial and error to figure these things out,” 
he said.
One of the toughest parts, he said, is making sure that every 
dish is served to the chef ’s standards even if he is not in the 
restaurant. Fidler’s employees must learn his food culture so 
customers are never disappointed.
“Those people have to be able to convey your message,” he 
said.

After a few years at Garryowen, Fidler started experimenting 
with fresh, farm-to-table cooking. He and some friends 
started underground supper clubs to gauge if there was a 
demand in the Gettysburg area for New American cuisine.
Fidler started hosting the suppers in his home once a month. 
Quickly, demand forced him to have two or three a month. 
“That was kind of market research to see if there was a 
demand for this type of thing,” he said.
It was soon clear that Fidler and Company’s time had come.
Fidler opened his York Street, Biglerville restaurant in 
September 2014. It was an instant hit.
The menu boasts brick oven pizzas, paninis, seafood dishes 
and more. Fidler sources locally when possible, and said he 
has great relationships with area farms such as Everblossom 
Farm, Three Springs Farm, Beech Springs Farm and Rettland 
Farm. He has only slightly altered his menu in past year.
“What you have to be open to as a chef is to listen to your 
clientele,” he said. “Sometimes you have to let go of things 
that you hold super dear to your heart.”
Fidler and Company is unique to Adams County, and that 
can be a struggle for Fidler. He would like to see more 
restaurants like his open.
“I would love to see a downtown area with a lot of great fresh 
farm restaurants,” he said. “We will always have the battlefield 
but what if we could pull in another 100,000 or 200,000 
people because of our dining options.”
More eateries with a focus on fresh and local could lead to a 
central distribution system for local produce, Fidler said. 
Until that happens, he will continue working what he now 
realizes is his dream job.
“Being a chef is emotional. You are putting yourself out there 
every single night and that can wear on you sometimes. It is 
also the greatest feeling in the whole world,” he said.
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OUT & ABOUT
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Gettysburg  
      Bike Week

OUT & ABOUT

The annual Parade of Chrome roared through Gettysburg on July 11.

The parade, part of Gettysburg Bike Week, started at AllStar Events Complex on Emmitsburg

road in Cumberland Township, traveled to lincoln Square in Gettysburg and back to

AllStar. hundreds of bikers on many different types of motorcycles participated.

2015

PhOTOS BY
DARRYL WhEELER
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No eworthy
STORY BY
AShLEY

ANDYShAK hAYES MacyK puts
     original spin on

          old favorites
Macy Keefer’s band owes its name to a takeout pizza box, and 
Macy K and the Oven Fresh Hot Delicious promise “covers from 
across the globe and pizza in all the bellies,” bringing their brand 
of indie and folk rock to venues across Adams and York counties.
The concept started with Macy K herself. Keefer has been 
singing “forever,” she said, performing in choir and in theater 
productions at South Western High School, and is a self-taught 
guitarist.
“I just picked up a guitar and learned to play,” she said. 
Music came naturally to her; she remembers taking a voice class 
in high school, and teaching it the next semester.
After graduating in 2009, Keefer started performing solo shows 
and open mics, where she met Cory Wasielczyk. He floated the 
idea of starting a band with Keefer as lead singer, and invited 
drummer Justin Heiland to join them. They played one show as 
a three-man ensemble before adding keyboardists/vocalists Katie 
Ritter and April Howard to the mix.
While Keefer has performed original songs in the past, the band 
currently plays strictly covers, including songs by Florence and 
the Machine and Grace Potter, which allow Keefer to show off 
her dynamic voice. Keefer said it’s hard to confine the band’s 
sound to one genre.
“My voice is always changing, so it’s hard to peg it,” she said.
The band also does a rendition of “Toxic,” the 2003 hit by none 
other than Britney Spears. Most in the audience recognize the 
song but can’t quite recall who sang it when they hear Keefer and 
the band’s version of it, she said.

When she’s not performing, Keefer keeps busy working at the 
Changing Lives Homeless Shelter and at The Reader’s Cafe, and 
volunteering at the Sound Room, a new performance space in 
Hanover. The band gets together once or twice a week to play in 
Heiland’s parents’ basement, or in Keefer’s garage. Working their day 
jobs, practicing and performing leaves the band members little time 
to write or record new music, she said, but it’s something they’d like 
to do in the future. 
On top of performances at Winner’s Circle, which Keefer considers 
the band’s “home bar,” and other Hanover venues, the band has 
performed at The Depot in York, and at a variety of Gettysburg 
venues. The band’s show schedule has started to fill up more quickly 
since they performed at the semiannual Gettysburg Rocks festival, 
she said, and they’re scheduled to play at The Mill in New Oxford 
during this summer’s event. 
The shows don’t pay much, but it’s not about money for the group, 
she said.
“I think it’s really about a sense of community. It’s not about getting 
paid,” she said. “I love meeting new people.”
Keefer said she still plays some solo shows, and also performs in a 
trio with Ritter and Howard, but finds it nearly impossible to play 
without hearing her band.
“I can’t do any song without hearing drums in my head,” she said. 
Fans can find upcoming show dates on the band’s Facebook page, 
and find videos of past performances by searching the band’s name 
on YouTube.
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COME IN FOR YOUR
FREE

ESTIMATE
WE WORK WITH ALL INSURANCE COMPANIES!

WE GUARANTEE ALL WORK!
WE WILL TOW YOUR CAR!

230 Roberts Mill Road  |  Taneytown, MD 21787

443-918-8091
www.TaneytownCollisionCenter.com

Fax: 443-918-8254 | taneytowncollision@comcast.net

Serving all of the Adams County Area

All Tire Brands Available at
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FULL TIME
MECHANIC AVAILABLE

to Meet All Your Mechanical Needs


