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A classic prank is to put someone’s gifts into several boxes so 
that when they open one box, they find another, then another, 
and another…you get my drift. Hopefully, when you finally get 
to the present you realize the struggle was worth it.
I feel the same way about the holidays. The schedule fills up, 
trying to find time to spend with family is a struggle and 
the strain on your budget is enough to question whether the 
Grinch’s methods were not too far-fetched.
Much like the box prank, the present of the holiday season is 
usually worth all of the hassle.
This edition of Companion gives us a reason to focus on the 
season’s highlights. 
A trip to the National Christmas Center in Paradise, Pa. is likely 
enough to get someone in the holiday spirit, even if it just for a 
few hours. The center is all things Christmas, from classic Santa 
to memorabilia from the classic movie “A Christmas Story.”
President Lincoln did not spend the holidays in Gettysburg, 
but Christmas in Gettysburg is a wonderful experience despite 
having no known historical ties. The small shops in this 
town make finding unique gifts easy and there is plenty of 
entertainment to get you in a festive mood.
Many of us can spend our Christmas uninterrupted, but 
firemen have no such guarantee. These men and women are 
willing to help their neighbors at any hour and a museum in 
Mount Holly honors those who accept the call.
Holiday music comes in all forms, including a cappella. Some 
shy away from the unique tunes sans accompaniment, but 
those who do probably never heard Gettysburg College’s Drop 
the Octave. Check our back page feature for more on this fun 
group.

Hope this edition of Companion helps catapult
you into the holiday season; and, on behalf of the staff 
at Companion magazine, Merry Christmas!
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ADAMS COUNTY scene
A CALENDAR OF EVENTS
COMPILED BY JESSICA A. RUDY ADAMS COUNTY SCENE

deC. 1-20 & deC. 26-30
Holiday Open House
Jennie Wade House Museum
548 Baltimore St., Gettysburg
www.gettysburgbattlefieldtours.com

deC. 2, 6-9 P.M.
Ladies Night
Hauser Estate Winery
410 Cashtown Road, Biglerville
www.hauserestate.com

deC. 3-4, 7 P.M. &
deC. 5-6, 2 P.M.
“A Charlie Brown Christmas”
featuring children’s cast at
Gettysburg Community Theatre
49 York St., Gettysburg
www.gettysburgcommunitytheatre.org

deC. 4, 12-7 P.M. &
deC. 5, 9 A.M.-4 P.M.
6th annual Gingerbread Celebration
and Holiday Mart
HACC-Gettysburg Campus
731 Old Harrisburg Road, Gettysburg 
Proceeds benefit Adams County
Arts Council

deC. 4.
First Friday - Gettysburg Style will be 
celebrated by retailers, galleries,
restaurants and businesses throughout 
downtown Gettysburg with specials, guest 
artists and more
gettysburgretailmerchants.com

deC. 4-5, 7-10 P.M.
Live music at Reid’s Winery Tasting Room 
and Cider House
400 Baltimore St., Gettysburg
www.reidsorchardwinery.com

deC. 4, 8 P.M.
Sunderman Conservatory Wind Symphony 
in concert at the Majestic Theater
25 Carlisle St., Gettysburg
(717) 337-8200
www.gettysburgmajestic.org

deC. 5, 7:30-11:30 A.M.
Breakfast with Santa
Gettysburg Hotel
1 Lincoln Square, Gettysburg
Proceeds benefit
United Way of Adams County.

deC. 5, 9 A.M.-2 P.M.
Gettysburg Garden Club annual
Christmas Greens and Gourmet Gift Sale, 
Gettysburg Fire Hall
35 N. Stratton St., Gettysburg
Snow date is Dec. 6
(717) 334-7688
www.gettysburggardenclub.org

deC. 5, 9-11 A.M.
Breakfast with Mrs. Claus
The Refectory, Seminary Ridge
61 Seminary Ridge, Gettysburg
www.seminaryridgemuseum.org

deC. 5, 9 A.M.-12 P.M.
Breakfast with St. Nicholas
Hollabaugh Brothers Inc.
545 Carlisle Road, Biglerville
(717) 677-8412 Registration required

deC. 5, 12-4 P.M.
Holiday Open House
Hollabaugh Brothers Inc.
545 Carlisle Road, Biglerville
(717) 677-8412.

deC. 5, 7 P.M.
Annual Olde Getty Place Christmas Parade, 
downtown Gettysburg
Rain date is Dec. 7

deC. 5-6, 10 A.M.-4 P.M.
Holiday Open House
Eastern Museum of Motor Racing
100 Baltimore Road, York Springs

deC. 5-6 ANd deC. 12-13
Holiday Open House
Boyer Nurseries

405 Boyer Nursery Road, Biglerville
www.boyernurseries.com

deC. 6, 10:30 A.M.
Yoga on the Hill
Hauser Estate Winery
410 Cashtown Road, Biglerville
www.hauserestate.com

deC. 9, 6-9 P.M.
Dancing with the Vines
Hauser Estate Winery
410 Cashtown Road, Biglerville
www.hauserestate.com

dec. 10-13, 7 p.m.
“A Charlie Brown Christmas”
featuring senior citizen cast at
Gettysburg Community Theatre
49 York St., Gettysburg
www.gettysburgcommunitytheatre.org

deC. 10-deC. 20
“A Christmas Carol,”
presented by Totem Pole Playhouse
in association with Gettysburg Community 
Theatre at the Majestic Theater
25 Carlisle St., Gettysburg.
Tickets available at (717) 337-8200 or 
www.gettysburgmajestic.org

deC. 11, 7 P.M. 20TH
Annual Gettysburg Tuba Carol Fest, 
Lincoln Square, Gettysburg

deC. 11-12, 7-10 P.M.
Live music at Reid’s Winery Tasting Room 
and Cider House
400 Baltimore St., Gettysburg
www.reidsorchardwinery.com

deC. 12, 12-5 P.M.
19th annual Holiday House Tour hosted 
by The Inns of the Gettysburg area at 
locations throughout Gettysburg
Tickets available at
www.gettysburgbednandbreakfast.com
Proceeds benefit South Central 
Community Action Programs.

deC. 12, 12-5 P.M.
A Homespun Christmas tour of the 
Historic G.A.R. Hall
53 E. Middle St., Gettysburg
www.hgaconline.org

deC. 12, 5 P.M.
“An Evening with the Painting,”
Gettysburg National Military Park Museum 
and Visitor Center
Baltimore Pike, Gettysburg
www.gettysburgfoundation.org
Tickets required

deC. 12, 7 P.M.
“Christmas: Then Till Now”
presented by Phil Lechak at the
Gettysburg Heritage Center
297 Steinwehr Ave., Gettysburg
www.gettysburgmuseum.com

deC. 12, 7 P.M.
Westminster Ringers in concert at
Nicarry Meetinghouse, Cross Keys Village - 
The Brethren Home Community
New Oxford  (717) 624-5203

deC. 12, 7:30 P.M.
Songs and Stories of a Civil War Hospital, 
Christ Lutheran Church
44 Chambersburg St., Gettysburg

deC. 18-19, 7-10 P.M.
Live music at Reid’s Winery Tasting Room 
and Cider House
400 Baltimore St., Gettysburg
www.reidsorchardwinery.com

deC. 19, 10-11:30 A.M.
Ladies Holiday Tea
Hollabaugh Brothers Inc.
545 Carlisle Road, Biglerville
(717) 677-8412  Registration required

deC. 23, 7-9 P.M.
Paint Night
Hauser Estate Winery
410 Cashtown Road, Biglerville
www.hauserestate.com

deC. 27, 12-4 P.M.
Pinot and Paninis
Hauser Estate Winery
410 Cashtown Road, Biglerville
www.hauserestate.com

deC. 31,
7:30 P.M.-MidNiGHT
New Year’s Eve at Christ Church
44 Chambersburg St., Gettysburg

deC. 31
Gettysburg’s New Year’s Eve Celebration, 
Lincoln Square, Gettysburg
www.adamsarts.org

JAN. 14, 7:30 P.M.
Band of the Royal Marines
Majestic Theater
25 Carlisle St., Gettysburg (717) 337-8200
www.gettysburgmajestic.org.

December

Gettysburg Community Theatre
Find Your Stage Door...And Open It!

Home of the Adams County School of Musical Theatre

717-334-2692
49 York Street, Ge  ysburg, PA 17325

Order  ckets online
www.Ge  ysburgCommunityTheatre.org

December 3, 4, 11, 12,
& 13 at 7pm
December 5 & 6
at 2pm
$12 Reserved

January 22, 23, 29, 30,
Feb. 4, 5, & 6 at 7pm

January 24 & 31 at 2pm
$18 Reserved

presents...
COOL YULE ELVIS

CHRISTMAS
DECEMBER 13TH • 4 P.M.

Elvis will entertain 
the folks on the 

train with his many 
holiday melodies.

2 West Main Street New Freedom PA
717-942-2370

www.steamintohistory.com

y y 

deCeMber, dAily 
except Christmas Day

“An Eisenhower Christmas,”
Eisenhower National Historic Site, 

Gettysburg.
Tickets available at

Gettysburg National Military Park 
Museum and Visitor Center,
Baltimore Pike, Gettysburg

www.nps.gov/eise

FridAyS, SATurdAyS 
ANd SuNdAyS

iN deCeMber, ANd 
deC. 23 ANd deC. 24

Visit Santa in his Shanty in Gettysburg’s 
Lincoln Square

gettysburgretailmerchants.com

SATurdAyS iN 
deCeMber ANd 

SATurdAyS iN 
JANuAry beGiNNiNG 

JAN. 16, 7-10 P.M.
Hauser After Hours,

Hauser Estate Winery,
410 Cashtown Road, Biglerville

www.hauserestate.com

SATurdAyS, 
deCeMber
A Civil War Christmas
at the Shriver House

309 Baltimore St., Gettysburg
www.shriverhouse.org

SATurdAyS ANd 
SuNdAyS beGiNNiNG 

JAN. 9, 1:30 P.M.
Mid-Winter Lecture Series,

Gettysburg National Military Park 
Museum and Visitor Center,
Baltimore Pike, Gettysburg

www.nps.gov/gett

January



6 7

JAN. 16, 1 P.M.
Met Live in HD: “Les Pecheurs de Perles,”
Majestic Theater
25 Carlisle St., Gettysburg (717) 337-8200 
www.gettysburgmajestic.org

JAN. 16, 2-5 P.M.
Hibrewnation Festival of Beer
AllStar Events Complex
2638 Emmitsburg Road, Gettysburg
www.hibrewnation.com

JAN. 16, 5 P.M.
Nicaragua Night, benefitting Project 
Gettysburg-Leon
Hauser Field House, Gettysburg College, 
300 N. Washington St., Gettysburg
www.gettysburg-leon.org

JAN. 22-23, JAN. 29-30,
ANd Feb. 4-6, 7 P.M.;
JAN. 24 ANd JAN. 31, 2 P.M.
“Chicago,”
at Gettysburg Community Theatre
49 York St., Gettysburg
www.gettysburgcommunitytheatre.org

JAN. 30, 1 P.M.
Met Live in HD: “Turandot,”
Majestic Theater
25 Carlisle St., Gettysburg
(717) 337-8200
www.gettysburgmajestic.org.

• 2015 DATES •
December 11, 12, 18, 19

at 8:00 pm
December 10, 12, 13,

16, 17, 19, 20
at 2:00 pm

Ticket Range: $30 - $36
$10 discount for Totem Pole
Playhouse season subscribers

- PRESENTS -

In Association with Gettysburg Community Theatre

a Gettysburg College’s

Majestic Th eater
TO PURCHASE TICKETS:
Call the Box Offi  ce: 717-337-8200
online: www.gettysburgmajestic.org
in person: 25 Carlisle Street, Gettysburg, PA

A Christmas Carol

Gift
Certifi cates
Available!

ADAMS COUNTY SCENE

The Crystal Wand
~ Unique Metaphysical Shop ~

Magical Gift Ideas!

Healing Crystals & Crystal Jewelry
Tarot Cards, Crystal Balls, Pendulums
Charmed Oils & Bath Salts, Candles,

Incense, Fairies, Dragons, Gods & 
Goddess Statues.

See website for specials!

www.crystalwandinpa.com

529 Baltimore St., Gettysburg, PA
717-420-5637
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Various Santas, tubas,
plays and parades fill Gettysburg

throughout holiday season
From Lincoln Square to Steinwehr Avenue and beyond, a host of holiday activities are 
set to entice visitors to Gettysburg and its wide range of shopping opportunities.
Longstanding local traditions, like free parking in much of the town and a big 
Christmas parade welcoming Santa on Dec. 5, will be complemented by new Victorian 
Christmas events planned on Steinwehr Avenue.
This is the first holiday season for the newly-reconstructed Steinwehr Avenue, with 
decorative streetlights and brick sidewalks along its entire length. Business owners there 
are planning a long list of activities, with a focus on Dec. 12, when Santa in Victorian 

garb will be on hand and free horse-drawn carriage rides will be offered. 
“We’re really trying to invite the community to come down and experience the new 
Steinwehr,” said Deb Adamik, president of Main Street Gettysburg, which helps 
administer the Steinwehr Business Improvement District.
Activities are also planned on Steinwehr on Dec. 11 and 13, and are to include 
crafts and story-telling for kids, carolers, discounts at businesses, and much more, 
Adamik said. Information is available at enjoygettysburg.com.
“We want to remind the community to come relax and enjoy,” Adamik said, 

expressing hope that the festivities on Steinwehr will become a new tradition.
The free carriage rides will go to Lincoln Square and back, highlighting the shopping 

STORY BY JIM HALE,
PHOTOS COURTESY OF DESTINATION GETTYSBURG

synergy shared by Steinwehr and Gettysburg’s central downtown, Adamik said. 
The downtown offers “easy access to restaurants and shops” and “has such a nice character 
to it that not a lot of towns have,” said Kathy Gilbert, president of the Gettysburg Retail 
Merchants Association (GARMA) and owner of the Gettysburg Day Spa.
That character is intensified during the holiday season by decorations and street banners 
provided by GARMA, Gilbert said. 
Free parking arranged by GARMA and the borough also makes it easier for shoppers 
to enjoy the downtown ambience, she said. From Thanksgiving to New Year’s Day, meters 
will not operate from noon to 8 p.m. in the following locations Lincoln Square; the first 
blocks of Baltimore, York, and Carlisle streets; the first two blocks of Chambersburg Street; 
and all of Steinwehr. 
Along with shopping, the holiday season brings a long list of activities, Gilbert said, 
including GARMA’s monthly First Friday event. On Dec. 4, participating businesses will 
be offering free cookies and more. Information is at www.gettysburgretailmerchants.com.
“For such a little town, we do a lot of big things,” she said.
The biggest downtown tradition is the Annual Old Getty Place Christmas 
Parade, which marks Santa’s arrival. It’s set for Dec. 5, stepping off from Lefever Street 
onto Baltimore Street at 7 p.m. The parade rolls on Baltimore to Lincoln Square, heads 
onto York Street, and then turns onto Liberty Street to disband in the area of Gettysburg 
Area Middle School. Rain date is December 7 at the same time.
After the parade ends, officials will light the Christmas Tree in Lincoln Square, and kids 
will be able to visit Santa’s Shanty on the square.
Once Santa arrives, he’ll be staying downtown through the holiday season. Santa’s 
Shanty will be open as it is each year on Lincoln Square, with St. Nick on hand Fridays 
from 5 to 8 p.m.; Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., 2 to 5 p.m., and 5:30 to 8 p.m.; 
Sunday’s from 1 to 4 p.m.; Dec. 23 from 2 to 5 p.m. and 5:30 to 8 p.m.; and Dec. 24 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Information is available from GARMA at 359-0776.
Breakfast with Santa is another kid-friendly Gettysburg tradition. Set for Dec. 
5 in the Grand Ballroom of the Gettysburg Hotel on Lincoln Square, the event benefits 
the United Way of Adams County. Between 7:30 and 11:30 a.m., participants can enjoy 
pancakes, bacon and eggs, pastries, and more — and visit with Santa.
Downtown attractions will also include plays at both of Gettysburg’s live theaters.
Charles Dickens’ “A Christmas Carol” will be presented onstage at the Majestic 
Theater, a block north of Lincoln Square. The production, by the Totem Pole Playhouse, is 
set for Dec. 10-20, with shows at 2 p.m. on Wednesday, Thursday, Saturday, and Sunday, 
and 8 p.m. on Friday and Saturday. Tickets are $30, $33, and $36, and $20 for students. 
Information is available at 717-337-8200 or www.gettysburgmajestic.org.
A Charlie Brown Christmas will be presented at the Gettysburg Community 
Theatre at 49 York St. A cast of children will perform Dec. 3 and 4 at 7 p.m. and Dec. 5 
and 6 at 2 p.m. A cast of senior citizens will perform Dec. 10-13 at 7 p.m. Tickets, at $12 
per person, are available at 717-334-2692 or  www.gettysburgcommunitytheatre.org. 
Here’s a small sample of the myriad additional opportunities listed on the Destination 
Gettysburg events calendar at destinationgettysburg.com: 
Dec. 4-5: The Sixth Annual Gingerbread Celebration and Holiday Mart is 
planned Dec. 4-5 at HACC’s Gettysburg Campus, 731 Old Harrisburg Road. Visitors can 
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vote for their favorites in a gallery of gingerbread creations or bid 
to take one home, with proceeds benefitting the non-profit Adams 
County Arts Council. Hours are Friday, Dec. 4 from noon to 7 p.m. 
and Saturday, Dec. 5 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Information is available 
at 717-334-5006 www.adamsarts.org.
A Holiday Wreath Laying is planned at the Soldiers’ National 
Cemetery at 1 p.m. on Dec. 4. Information is at www.sgtmac.org.
The 20th Annual Gettysburg Tuba Carol Fest is planned Dec. 
11 on Lincoln Square beginning at 7p.m. 
The rain site will be the Prince of Peace Episcopal Church, 20 W. 
High St. Information is available at jonesbl@embarqmail.com or 
717-334-7719.
Dec. 12 is the date for the 19th Annual Holiday House 
Tour, which benefit the Food Pantry and Homeless Shelter 
operated by the South Central Community Action Programs. 
The event, from noon to 5 p.m., will include nine properties 
including historic homes and inns decorated for the holiday season. 
Participants can also taste specialty dishes prepared by the inns 
and enjoy local wine. A performance of “Songs and Stories from 
a Civil War Hospital” will follow at Christ Lutheran Church, 
30 Chambersburg St., at 8 p.m. Tickets are $15. Information is 
available at 717-337-9508.
And, rounding out the holiday season, will be the traditional 
fireworks extravaganza on Lincoln Square to welcome 2016 
at midnight on New Year’s Eve, sponsored by the Adams County 
Arts Council.

Opportunities abound outside Gettysburg as well.
Just a few examples are:

  •  The Eisenhower National Historic Site is decorated in the 
        style of the days when Dwight and Mamie were in residence. 
        National Park Service rangers will offer tours throughout 
        December. Information is at 717-338-9114.

  •  A few miles northeast of Gettysburg off Pa. Route 234, the  
        East Berlin Area Community Center will offer festivities 
        ranging from horse-drawn carriage rides to breakfast with 
        Santa. Events are planned Dec. 11 and 12. Information is 
        available at 717-259-8848 or www.ebacc.org.

  •  Activities are also planned at The Outlets Shoppes at 
        Gettysburg at Baltimore Pike and U.S. Route 15. Santa 
        will be on hand on Saturdays from noon to 8 p.m. and 
        Sundays noon to 5 p.m. Free carriage rides are planned 
        through Dec. 19 from 5 to 8 p.m. Information is available at 
        www.theoutletshoppesatgettysburg.com.
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We put your interests fi rst and foremost by off ering transparent, honest, local advice and 
investment management services. We are professional investment advisors.

Ryan Fox, MBA, Financial Advisor/Partner

Locally owned, local decisions, independent, and fee-only. Our goal is to be partners in your fi nancial 
journey. We coordinate your fi nancial planning needs using a variety of methods.

HUSTON-FOX FINANCIAL ADVISORY SERVICES, LLC
113 Carlisle St., Gettysburg, PA 17325

Ryan@HustonFox.com | www.HustonFox.com | 717-398-2040

Contact me for a complimentary, no-pressure introductory meeting to 
analyze your existing portfolio needs, your goals, and, most importantly, 
your questions. We accept no commissions.

WWW.ADAMSLIBRARY.ORG
ADAMS COUNTY LIBRARY

Check Out Our New Service
FLIPSTER
DIGITAL MAGAZINES
FOR COMPUTERS OR ANY MOBILE DEVICES
Access through the website with library card
ABSOLUTELY NO WAITING - All magazines are simultaneous use!

Back issues will be available

All You
Cooking Light
Cosmopolitan
Craft Ideas

Mens Health
mental fl oss

People
Prevention
Real Simple

Taste & Travel International
Vegetarian Times

Yoga Journal

DO YOU
WANT THE

CONVENIENCE
OF

HOME
DELIVERY?
Companion Magazine, now in 

its 11th year, is complimentary 
and available at more than 

100 area advertisers, retailers 
and merchants. But have you 
considered the convenience 

of having the magazine 
delivered right to your door? 
Our subscription rate is $27 

for one year and $42 for 
two years, which is the best 

bargain. Use this order form to 
subscribe today or online

gettysburgcompanion.com.
Don’t miss a single issue!

NAME: _________________________________

ADDRESS: _____________________________

_______________________________________

CITY: __________________________________

STATE:_________  ZIP: ___________________

PHONE: ________________________________

Mail Your Check or Money Order to:
COMPANION MAGAZINE

P.O. Box 3669
Gettysburg, PA 17325

1275 York Rd., Peebles Plaza • 717-337-2700
Hours: Monday - Saturday 6am-9pm, Sunday 7am-8pm

Our History Is Serving Good Food...

Join us for generous helpings
of great home-cooked foods

served in a friendly,
family atmosphere.

• Daily Specials • Breakfast • 
• Lunch • Dinner •

~ Separate Lounge ~

Six Packs
To Go!

BELIEVE IT OR NOT...
It’s Time To Think About Gifts!!

Wondering what to get Mom or Dad 
for the Holidays? How about a gift of 

monthly housecleanings?
Aff ordable • Reliable • Professional Service

THE GOOD LIFE CLEANING SERVICES
Where we let YOU enjoy The Good Life while WE do the dirty work!

CALL (717)642-3711 FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE!
Mention This Ad And Get 15% Off First Cleaning!

A meal will only be tasty if a talented architect is involved.
“Great pasta is better than a bad lobster,” Chef Claude Rodier, food and beverage 
manager of the Wyndham Gettysburg, explains.
That’s why Rodier describes his style as simple, but powerful. The Wyndham chef and 
his staff work hard to please a variety of palettes, whether they are enjoying a meal at 
the hotel’s restaurant or a buffet or served meal at a special event. 
Rodier’s life in Gettysburg is much different than previous experiences in Washington 
D.C. and New York City; but anyone who meets the 56-year-old chef can instantly 
tell he is not a native of either of the those cities. 
His homeland, in southern France, is somewhat similar to here, he says. It was there 
that Rodier started his life in a kitchen. He is not sure what first attracted him to 
cooking, adding that it does not run in his family as it does with some chefs. He 
carved out his career path at a young age and graduated from the Culinary School in 
his hometown of Nimes, France.
Rodier’s early years were spent in French hotels and restaurants. In 1984, he accepted 
an invitation to work in Manhattan. His stay in this country was short, he returned to 
France a year later to be with his sick father.
When Rodier returned home, he honed his skills as a pastry chef; but he wanted to 
return to America. In 1992, he got his wish and was asked to move to Cleveland, 
Ohio and open the San Souci restaurant in Renaissance Cleveland Hotel. 
“I never looked back,” Rodier said of his move to America.
At the turn of the century, Rodier moved to Washington D.C. to serve as the executive 
chef of Blackie’s Restaurant. Under his leadership, Blackie’s tweaked its menu to 
emphasize fresh seafood and desserts.
Five years later, he moved again. This time to the historic town of Gettysburg to open 
a restaurant in the newly-built Wyndham Hotel.
Rodier said the French and American dining experiences differ greatly. In his 
homeland, people eat much later and the meal is the night’s primary activity. 
“If you go to a good restaurant, you are going to spend a lot of time,” Rodier said.
Here, a meal is often seen more as a necessary stop before or after another experience, 
such as a concert, movie or show.
Rodier recalls being shocked the first time he saw someone eat a sandwich at a bus 
stop shortly after he moved to America.
Americans may dine differently than the French, but they still appreciate food,
Rodier said. 
In this country, diners are also exposed to a lot more styles than the French. Rodier 
remembers trying Asian, Mexican and other cuisines for the first time shortly after 
arriving here.
“I am not at home just cooking my French food or Italian food that I grew up with,” 
he said.
At home, Rodier still maintains the meal’s French pace. No rushing.
The Wyndham Restaurant has also evolved over the years, Rodier said. When it 
opened in 2006, the focus was strictly fine dining. Management learned that option 
works for some people, but others want a cheaper, more relaxed meal.
“We have been trying to make the lounge more inviting; a little more friendly, a little 
less stuffy,” he said.
The menu is diverse, giving dinner guests the option of eating something more 
exotic such as rabbit cacciatore or more familiar such as a Wyndham Burger. The less 
expensive options are still high-quality cuisine, Rodier said.
Rodier said Americans palates have certainly expanded since he arrived here 30 
years ago, but added that allergies are more prevalent than in the past. Also, gluten 
sensitivities - whether real or perceived - add another layer to the challenge. Despite 
those obstacles, Rodier is excited to see what the next 20 years have in store for 
American dining.

Fe
a
t
u

re

d Chef

Wyndham Gettysburg

 CLAUDE
RODIER
STORY BY ALEX J. HAYES
PHOTOS BY JOHN ARMSTRONG
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Bretzman pay homage to

firefighting
   historySTORY BY HOLLY FLETCHER

PHOTOS BY DARRYL WHEELER

Ivan Bretzman has a private museum of fire apparatus and memorabilia at his home in 
Mount Holly Springs. 
The Adams County native also restores antique fire engines. 
Bretzman, 76, continues to serves as the assistant fire chief for Dickinson Township in 
Cumberland County. He is a state forest fire warden and former chief of Citizens Fire 
Co. No. 1 of Mount Holly. He retired as Dickinson's chief two years ago, but you'll 
still see him driving the Mount Holly rigs. It's in his blood. He comes from a long line 
of firefighters and has passed down that legacy to younger generations. His son Greg 
stepped up to chief when Bretzman retired to assistant chief.
As a young man, Bretzman could not wait to join his local fire company in 
Bendersville. 
"Back then, you had to be 18 to become a firefighter, and about two days after my 
birthday, I showed up at the meeting to join,” he said. 
He served there until he met his wife Judy, who lived between Mount Holly and 
Boiling Springs. He joined Citizens Fire Co. No. 1 in 1958 and became its chief in 
1966. Some of his years with Mount Holly and Dickinson Township overlap, but he 
served the area as chief for 52 years. 
When they aren't on fire calls, the family runs a two-bay service garage, doing general 
repair and inspections. Bretzman said the very first engine he and Greg restored was 
supposed to be the only one. "It was just a hobby," he said.
But Bertha had other plans. 

Ol' Bertha 
In 1983, during a stopover in Bendersville while checking on the progress of a used fire 
truck Citizens was acquiring from New York, Bretzman saw Bertha sitting in a corner, 
collecting dust. The 1931 Seagrave pumper was the very first engine he rode on an 
alarm.
"I didn't like seeing her just sitting there, rusting away. I offered to buy her," he said.
Two years went by without a word and then one day he got a call from the president of 
his hometown fire company, asking if his offer was still good. 
"I told him it was still good on my end and he said, 'Well, you just bought a fire 
truck,' telling me they had voted at the meeting the night before to sell, rather than 
spend the time and money on restoring her," said Bretzman. 
Bretzman and Greg worked on Bertha in the evenings and weekends, after closing up 
the garage. Pleased with their work, they began taking her out to local parades and 
competitions, where Ol’ Bertha turned heads and won awards. 
"The phone started ringing from people asking if we could restore their antique fire 
engines," said Bretzman, noting that since 1985, the family garage has completed 25 

restoration projects.
Several were for fire companies in the Maryland area. One private collector from California sent him a truck to be restored that was later 
shipped to Florida. 
They are currently working on an engine for Dallastown and maybe have one more lined up, but Bretzman said it might take awhile longer. 
They’ve slowed down a bit since Greg was diagnosed with kidney cancer in January 2015. But Greg's been fighting this fight like he fights fires 
- with determination and a positive outlook. 
"Oh, I think we’ll do more (restorations),” smiled Greg, whose son, Bubba (also a firefighter) helps in the garage, as well. 
Bretzman said the most challenging part of restoring antique engines is finding the parts and, of course, the expense of chrome plating. But 
he’s built a network of suppliers over the years, mostly through the Pa. Pump Primers, a local chapter of the Society for the Preservation and 
Appreciation of Antique Motor Fire Apparatus in America.

Seagrave
You can tell from Bretzman’s fleet, which includes "The Wagon," a 1972 Seagrave P Cab pumper (Thrill on the Hill), that he's a fan of 
Seagrave. “They are the oldest continuous manufacturer in the United States.”
Noting their durability, Bretzman recalled the 1961 fire at the Knouse Foods plant in Peach Glen when Bertha, 30-years-old at the time, sat 
and pumped for 48 hours straight without shutting down. “Some of the newer trucks then couldn’t even do that,” said Bretzman. 
Years after acquiring her, Bretzman was driving the restored pumper home from a car show at the Army War College in Carlisle, following his 
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wife who was driving the Chief ’s Buggy 
“Ollie” when they noticed smoke from 
a field fire. 
“I stopped and called 911, but Bertha 
had 100 gallons of water on her, so I 
told the man standing there to grab the 
hose and we started putting out that fire 
before the department got there," he 
smiled. 
Another project – Shorty - is a 1964 
Seagrave pumper, which was first owned 
by a fire company in Pottsville, up in the 
coal region. 
“The short wheel-base was perfect 
for the narrow streets and alleys of 
Pottsville,” he said. The truck was then 

owned by Harley Davidson in York as a quick response unit. 
It then found a home with a York County fire department 
before coming to Bretzman - in pieces. "They had taken 
it apart to restore it, but never got around to it," he said. 
Fortunately, the parts and their locations were marked on the 
chassis. 

Fire Museum
When they aren't parading around town, Bertha, Shorty, The 
Wagon and Ollie are housed in Bretzman's private museum he 
owns behind his residence.
Here, visitors will find exhibits that pay homage to fire service 
of the past and present. There are collections of firefighter 
coats and helmets, air packs, company badges and patches, 

mountain fire tools, antique toys and more 
than 40 model firehouses from across the 
country. There are photographs and trophies 
and a wall honoring firefighters killed and 
apparatus destroyed following the collapse of 
the World Trade Center towers on Sept. 11, 
2001.
Bretzman’s museum looks like an actual 
firehouse, complete with a fire pole. “It’s 
not real,” grinned Bretzman. There is also 
a vintage rooftop fire siren, GI Joe FDNY 
action figures, and a GI Joe Wildland 
Firefighter.
Bretzman's wildland tool collection 
is near to his heart, as he's been a fire 
warden for 45 years. He said some of 
the tools have been replaced with leaf 
blowers. He has old rakes, new rakes, 
brush hooks, old saws (now replaced 
with chainsaw), and a few 5-gallon 
galvanized Indian water pumps (worn 
like a backpack), which have been 
replaced with bladder bags (collapsible 
backpack pumps) which Bretzman 

said are softer in case you fall. 

The museum also houses a horse cart – Mount Holly’s first piece of fire 
equipment – dated 1895. The fire company gave it to Bretzman for display 
and they know where it is if they need it for a parade or other function, he 
said. There is some question as to whether the cart was made locally by a 
blacksmith or bought elsewhere, but Bretzman is simply proud to share a 
piece of the town's history.
Another piece of the past in his collection is the old-fashioned fire grenade. 
The earlier glass balls were filled with salt water and designed to be thrown 
inside a building so the glass container would shatter and disperse the 
water to extinguish the fire. After 1900, the glass bulbs were filled with 
a reddish colored liquid (carbon tetrachloride). They were used with a 
bracket that could be mounted on walls above high fire-risk areas like 
furnaces. Similar to today’s fire sprinklers, when high temps reached the 
device, the bracket would release the globe causing it to crash on the floor 
and release the chemical. Bretzman said they are no longer used because 
the chemical is a carcinogen and harmful if breathed. “It’ll eat your liver 
out,” he said. 

Now vs. Then
Reflecting on firefighting now versus then, Bretzman said the equipment of 
today is safer and there is more training involved.
He noted that the county's 911 system boosted the department’s call 
volume, but fire calls remain about the same, if not less. 
"People now have cell phones and can call in a fire a lot faster," he said. 
The number of volunteers, however, continues to dwindle. "Everyone 
is busy nowadays or working two jobs, and there is so much more 
required training," said Bretzman. "I read somewhere that in the 1970s, 
Pennsylvania had 350,000 volunteer firefighters and today there are only 
75,000."
Near the end of the interview for this story, a call came across scanner for a 
nearby field fire.
Both Bretzmans called out their apologies and raced for their trucks.
Just another day on the job for these local heroes.

For more information
on Bretzman’s
restorations or museum,
call 717-226-3331 or
717-486-5798.
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ONE TANK TRAVELER

       NatioNal
Christmas Center is

MaGiCal

Maybe the easiest place to get to on Earth is the North Pole.  It’s simple; just head north.
Once there, one would expect to find the magic of Christmas year round.
The next easiest place to get to (especially from Gettysburg) and find the same experience would be the 
National Christmas Center in Paradise, Pa.  It’s simple; just head east on Route 30.
On a recent visit, the first thing heard just inside the entrance were the jolly holly words, “It’s magical!”
This greeting came from a gentleman with a large white beard wearing a red sweater, eager to tell his 
story of Christmas past, present and future.
No, it wasn’t Santa Claus, but close.  It was Jim Morrison, founder, owner and curator of the Center.
Jim started collecting Christmas stuff when he was seven years old, and many of the artifacts in his 
museum are from his own childhood. He has also participated in creating many of the dioramas, 
including lending his own face for a clay mask used for one of the wax figures here.
“I grew a beard as soon as I was old enough,” he recalls. “Of course, it was black then, and big and 
bushy. My mother made me shave it off because she said I looked like a hippy.”
A native of New Jersey, Jim’s varied careers include old house and antique restoration, and as a 
member of the U.S. Army’s Exhibit Unit he worked on informational displays of weaponry and 
other military-related apparatus.
Yet throughout his life, Jim’s passion for collecting holiday decorations, Nativity scenes, toys, 
and anything related to Christmas never stopped.
“I wanted to find someplace to share my collection with everyone,” Jim says, “and preserve 
the kinds of Christmases I had before there was TV.”
About 20 years ago, he saw a Christmas display at Lazarus Department store in Columbus, 
Ohio.  He got to know the couple who created it, and they formed a partnership.
“I found this building in Paradise that had been a restaurant,” he says, “and we bought it 
to be the home of the National Christmas Center.”
The center, at 3427 Lincoln Highway, offers a self-guided tour where guests can walk 
from room to room at their own pace.  There’s no hurry.  Each room has a unique theme, 
and more to see than immediately meets the eye. It’s hard not to stop and stare for long 
minutes to enjoy the lights and colors, picking out things that are familiar from everyone’s 

personal Christmas memories.
For instance, the replica F.W. Woolwoth five-and-dime store is packed with toys from the 

last century or two, and every visitor will see many they recall from their own childhood.
Christmas traditions of almost every country in the world, from Africa to the Orient, are 

represented in several rooms. Hundreds of Nativity scenes from tiny to lifesize tell the story of 
the birth of Jesus starting with an Angel visiting Mary. Visitors then walk in her footsteps as she 

traveled from Nazareth to Bethlehem with Joseph.
Of course, there’s a visit to Santa’s workshop at the North Pole, which leads to the model train 
room, dominated by a four-tier layout with trains constantly circling up to the ceiling. The walls 
are covered with display cases filled with hundreds of little train cars.
“I got this one when I was about eight years old,” Jim says as he points to a particular set. “It 
belonged to my friend. I traded him my bike for it. I got spanked for that, but it was worth it.”

The Muppets are here in “A Chrismas Carol;” so is the Coca Cola Santa Claus; and a life-size 
diorama depicts a scene from the popular holiday movie “A Christmas Story.”

In addition, the museum includes more than 200 handmade elves and teddy-bears, and more than 
40 life-size wax figures clothed in historic fashions of many cultures. There’s even a World War II 

room, recalling the conflict that caused some limits on the celebration of Christmas
“That’s when many tree ornaments had to be made out of paper, even the hangers,” Jim 
explains. “Corning Glass in New York modified a light bulb machine to make glass 
ornaments, which we have on display.”
Now in its 18th year, the museum has more than 50,000 visitors a year from all over world. 
Many don’t leave without purchasing a Christmas memory in the gift shop.
Once the tour is over, there is one more spot that shouldn’t be missed: the Santa Oath Hall of 
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Fame, featuring a wall covered with pictures 
of people who have performed as Santa 
Claus and took the Oath. These include 
Edmund Gwenn from “Miracle on 34th 
Street,” and Mickey Rooney, who voiced 
Santa in animated TV specials.
And, of course, National Christmas Center 
curator Jim Morrison has his Santa plaque 
on that wall.
The Oath requires Santas to keep the 
mysteries of Christmas alive, know the 
secret dreams of children, remember the 
real reason for the season, create happiness, 
spread love, and make fantasies come true.
The National Christmas Center does all of 
those things.
For more information on the Center, 
call 717-442-7950, or go online to www.
NationalChristmasCenter.com.
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The 50th anniversary of the flag football 
Luther Bowl was held Oct. 31 at the Lutheran 

Theological Seminary at Gettysburg.
The annual co-ed showdown features eight 
seminary schools from across the country. 

The all-day, ecumenical tournament started 
as a contest between rival seminaries from 

Gettysburg and Philadelphia, and grew in 
recent years to the eight-squad format.

Lutheran seminary teams from as far away 
as South Carolina, Chicago and other areas 

have attended, according to Seminary 
spokesman John Spangler.
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No eworthy

A recording or live performance of Drop the Octave highlights a wide range of vocal 
talent, from deep basses to soulful tenors.
So it's hard to believe that the all-male a cappella group at Gettysburg College 
started out as a joke. 
In 2001, the college already had a co-ed and an all-female a cappella group, and 
"I guess someone thought, 'how funny would it be to have an all-male a cappella 
group?'" said Jason Spiegel, a Gettysburg College junior who sings tenor in the 
group's current ensemble.
The idea took off, and nearly 15 years later, Drop the Octave, DTO for short, 
attracts young men of all majors, musical backgrounds, and vocal ranges. 
The group is pretty selective; membership is limited to a dozen, and each year the 
audition pool has grown. This semester, 23 students auditioned for five open slots, 
said Spiegel, who is also the group's co-president.
"We've had a lot of really talented guys, a lot of guys who can sing different voice 
parts," he said. 
This vocal dexterity gives the group flexibility in choosing their repertoire, which 
consists of variations on hits like "Uptown Funk" and the Jackson Five's "Who's 
Lovin' You?" as well as the group's signature song, "Good Ol' A Cappella." 
This vocal flexibility also allows the group more freedom in arranging songs.
"We can do a lot of cool things with our arrangements now. We can literally drop 
the octave," Spiegel said.
The group includes students in majors as varied as political science, economics, 
and of course, music. While their academic studies may be different, members 
share common interest in performing, and this connection is what motivates them 
to keep at the twice-a-week, two-hour practices, even amidst their busy college 
schedules.
"There is certainly hard work and stress involved, but I leave each rehearsal in such 
a better mood than I went into (it) with because I have the privilege of singing with 
some pretty amazing people who can always make me smile," said Davis Healy, 
a college junior who joined the group in 2014, and a co-president this year with 
Spiegel. 

"At the end of each rehearsal I always feel the 
gratification of being able to sing something new 
and create music that we as a group couldn't 
make before, and that feeling is what gives me so 
much pride and joy when we actually perform 
our music for other people," he said.
"We are all very serious about our music," 
Spiegel said. "We have a lot of fun, but we all 
take it very seriously."
To broaden their appeal to those who may not 
attend traditional performances, DTO reaches 
outside the campus' musical community, 
performing during sorority chapter meetings and 
at special events. Attendees at College President 
Janet Riggs' annual community Christmas 
party have been greeted at the door with DTO's 
variations of holiday songs, and students can 
"buy" DTO songs as Valentine's Day gifts each 
year.
Last winter, the group had the opportunity to 
tour the Tampa, Fla., area during the college's 
winter break, performing at schools, veterans' 
and children's hospitals, and other venues. 
Even as the student lineup changes from year 
to year, the bonds of a shared love of music and 
performing remain.
"DTO's a pretty big part of my life. It's my 
other fraternity," said Spiegel, who's also a 
member of the college's Sigma Chi chapter. 
"These are some of my best friends."

Drop the
octave

takes music,
anD fun, seriously
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