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WHAT’S INSIDE:

Shamrock
Restaurant

Fitzgerald’s

since 1963

Lunch & Dinner Daily

301-271-2912
www.ShamrockRestaurant.com

6 miles south of the Mason/Dixon Line on US Rt. 15
Closed Nov. 26, 2015, Dec. 24 & 25, 2015 and Jan. 1, 2016

301-271-2912

Shamrock Gift Certificates
The perfect gift for Family, Friends, & Associates!

•  Fried Fresh Oysters
•  Irish Shepherd’s Pie
•  Irish Fish & Chips

We move into the cold, winter months full of hope. The nasty 
election season is behind us and we should take these next two 
months, if not longer, to focus on the good.
The Sgt. Mac Foundation and its wreath laying event are two 
things that make Adams County a special place to call home. This 
month’s lead story focuses on the history, volunteers and the very 
special family that leads the Sgt. Mac organization. 
The grave marker that graces the cover of the Companion this 
month, honors William E. Miller. He was a native of Carlisle 
and was awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor for his 
heroic actions during the Battle of Gettysburg in 1863. Miller 
received the medal for disobeying orders and leading the charge 
of H Company, 3rd Pennsylvania Cavalry into Confederate 
lines that allowed the remainder of the Union army to outflank 
the Confederates and turn the tide of the Battle of Gettysburg. 
Following the completion of the battle, Miller received a court 
martial and then received his medals. Miller was the first American 
military officer to receive the medal and be court martialed at the 
same time. Miller is buried at the Soldiers National Cemetery in 
Gettysburg.
Do you remember the excitement you felt when you moved 
into your first adult home? Imagine taking that excitement and 
increasing it 10 fold.
That is how members of the ARC of Adams County’s Independent 
Living Program feel. These men and women have special needs 
so for them to live on their own is a BIG deal. Ashley Andyshak 

Hayes has more in this edition.
Littlestown is known for being a speed trap, but how many of us 
stop in that old barn at the entrance of town when we slow down 
on Route 97? Holly Fletcher and Darryl Wheeler recently visited 
The Edge of Town and share what’s inside with you.
Some coaches were naturals at their sport. For others, it took time 
to hone in on their skills and excel. Understanding first-hand how 
not everyone is an all-star their first time out probably adds to 
Coach Tony Koontz’s success. Josh Martin has more on this man’s 
storied career.
Some restaurants are new and hip while others are like opening an 
old family cookbook. The recipes may have been tweaked over the 
years, but every dish is made with love. Tom Fontana has more in 
how the Carriage House uses this recipe for success.
I hope you enjoy this edition of Companion and I hope all who 
you hold dear have a wonderful holiday season.

A NOTE FROM
THE EDITOR

The Gettysburg Companion is published 
bimonthly and distributed throughout the area. 
The Gettysburg Companion can be mailed to 
you for $27 per year (six issues) or $42 for two 
years (12 issues). Discount rates are available 

for multiple subscriptions.
You can subscribe by sending a check, money 
order or credit card information to the address 
above, going online to gettysburgcompanion.

com or by calling 717-334-1131.
All information contained herein is protected 

by copyright and may not be used without 
written permission from the publisher or editor. 
Information on advertising can be obtained by 
calling the Gettysburg Times at 717-334-1131. 
Visit GettysburgCompanion.com for additional 

information on advertisers.
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DECEMBER WEEKENDS
Christmas at the Jennie Wade house
717-334-4100

DECEMBER 1St - 31St
an eisenhoWer Christmas
Eisenhower National Historic Site • www.nps.gov

DECEMBER 1St - 31St
eisenhoWer nativity dioramas & mamie’s
Christmas China
GNMP Museum & Visitor Center

DECEMBER 2ND & 3RD
7th annual GinGerbread Celebration &
holiday mart
HACC’s Gettysburg Campus • www.adamsarts.org

DECEMBER 2ND - 4tH
hollabauGh’s holiday bazaar 
www.hollabaughbros.com

DECEMBER 3RD
Christmas Greens & Gourmet Gifts sale
Gettysburg Fire Hall • www.gettysburggardenclub.com

holiday open houses
Schmucker House | Singmaster House | Lewars House
www.ltsg.edu

DECEMBER 3RD & 4tH
holiday open house
Eastern Museum of Motor Racing • www.emmr.org

DECEMBER 3RD, 10tH, 17tH
a Civil War Christmas at the shriver house
www.shriverhouse.org

DECEMBER 4tH, 10tH, 11tH 
holiday open house
Boyer Nurseries & Orchards • www.boyersnurseries.com

DECEMBER 10tH
2016 holiday house tour
www.gettysburgbedandbreakfast.com

DECEMBER 11tH
historiC east berlin
Christmas house tour
www.ebhpspa.org

Holiday
Open Houses, Sales

& Bazaars!

DECEMBER 1ST & 8TH
Christmas CookinG Classes
Hollabaugh Bros., Inc.
www.hollabaughbros.com

DECEMBER 2ND & JANUARY 6TH
first friday
Gettysburg Style
www.gettysburgretailmerchants.com

DECEMBER 2ND
Wind symphony ConCert
Main Hall   www.gettysburgmajestic.org

DECEMBER 2ND, 9TH - 11TH, 16TH - 18TH
santa sinG-alonG CarolinG express
Steam Into History
www.steamintohistory.com

DECEMBER 7TH
melissa etheridGe’s holiday trio
Grove Theatre  www.luhrscenter.com

DECEMBER 8tH -  11tH, 14tH - 18tH 
a Christmas Carl
Majestic Theater
www.gettysburgmajestic.com

DECEMBER 9TH
21st annual holiday tuba Carol fest
Lincoln Square
Ben Jones - jonesbl@embarqmail.com, 717-334-7719

DECEMBER 10TH
ladies’ holiday tea
Hollabaugh Bros., Inc.
www.hollabaughbros.com

the hit men roCk ‘n roll
+ Christmas ClassiCs
Grove Theatre  www.luhrscenter.com

a homespun Christmas
Historic G.A.R. Hall
www.hgaconline.org

viCtorian
Christmas tea
Quality Inn -
Gettysburg Battlefield
www.placesthroughtimelivinghistory.com

the polar express
at linColn train museum
Lincoln Train Museum
wwww.lincolntrain.com

DECEMBER 11TH
Comfort food tour
www.savorgettysburgfoodtours.com

DECEMBER 13tH
the lennon sisters Christmas
Grove Theatre  www.luhrscenter.com

DECEMBER 16tH
JinGle ball for Jen
Oxford Hill Manor  www.adamsarts.org

DECEMBER 17tH
the most Wonderful Crime
of the year
Battlefield Bed and Breakfast Inn
www.gettysburgbattlefield.com

DECEMBER 18TH,
JANUARY 20TH & 29TH

2016-2017 musiC,
GettysburG! season
Gettysburg Seminary Chapel www.musicgettysburg.org

DECEMBER 21St
Cirque dreams holidaze
Grove Theatre  www.luhrscenter.com

DECEMBER 31St

neW year’s eve at
Christ ChurCh
Christ Lutheran Church
7:30 pm - Midnight
www.candlelightatchrist.org

neW year’s eve bash
Gettysburg Hotel
6:30 pm - Midnight
www.hotelgettysburg.com

neW year’s eve Gala
Antrim 1844 Country House Hotel
7:00 pm
www.antrim1844.com

neW year’s eve
murder mystery:
Best Laid PLans
Battlefield Bed and Breakfast Inn
7:00 -10:00 pm
www.gettysburgbattlefield.com

DECEMBER 3RD
annual old Getty plaCe Christmas parade
Downtown Gettysburg 717-334-1518

breakfast With mrs. Claus
Lutheran Theological Seminary at Gettysburg
www.ltsg.edu

Greens Wreath Class
Adams County Winery - Farm
www.adamscountywinery.com

fused Glass holiday ornaments
Adams County Arts Council
www.adamsarts.org

st. niCholas day Celebration
Hollabaugh Bros., Inc.
www.hollabaughbros.com

breakfast With santa
Gettysburg Hotel
www.hotelgettysburg.com

holiday Conert and dessert With CeltiC musiC
by Cormorant’s fanCy
Battlefield Bed and Breafkast Inn
www.gettysburgbattlefield.com

DECEMBER 3RD & 4TH
tannenbaum Christmas tree train
Steam Into History
www.steamintohistory.com

December/ January

VictorianChristmason SteinwehrAvenue
2nd, 3rd, 9th,10th, 16th, 17th

freeCarriaGe ridesThe Outlet Shoppes atGettysburg
santa Claus

meet & Greet

The Outlet Shoppes at

Gettysburg

3rd, 4th, 10th, 11th, 
17th, 18th, 21st,

22nd, 23rd

Santa’sShantyVisit withSanta in his shanty onLincoln Square!717-334-6274

New
Years Eve

Celebration

linColn square

9PM -

MIDNIGHT

JANUARY 22ND
peter rabbit tales by
enChantment theatre
Majestic Theater
www.gettysburgmajestic.com

www.enjoygettysburg.com

- Shop Local -
Christmas in Adams County

Come visit our boutique room,
shop for collectables, antiques,

loose tea and much more.
Fri.& Sat. 10-5  Sun. 12-5

-----------------------------------------
Just 3 miles away.............

The bobbi becker gallery
          230 group mill road, new oxford, pa
   (717) 624-4953 • bobbibeckerartist@gmail.com

Thomason’s Herb Farm llc
       170 Stoney Point Road, East Berlin, PA 17316

         (717) 624-1527 • Herbfarm01@comcast.net

Watercolors, Prints, Christmas Cards, 
Ornaments and Much More!

Fri.& Sat. 10-2

H Gettysburg Community Theatre
Find Your Stage Door...And Open It!
Home of the Adams County School of Musical Theatre

717-334-2692
49 York Street, Gettysburg, PA 17325

Order tickets online
www.GettysburgCommunityTheatre.org

Totem Pole Playhouse Presents:

A CHRISTMAS CAROL
(Performed at Gettysburg College’s Majestic Theater)

Thurs., Dec. 8 - Sun., Dec. 18
Matinees: 2:00 p.m. Dec. 10, 11, 14, 15, 17 & 18

Evenings: 8:00 p.m. Dec. 8, 9, 10, 15, 16 & 17

Tickets On Sale Now! (Performed at GCT)
Starring Wayne Hill As Don Quixote

Weekends Jan. 6-22, 2017
Fridays & Saturdays at 7pm

Sundays at 2pm
$18 plus tax/fees
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• 2016 DATES •
December

8, 9, 10, 15, 16 & 17
at 8:00 pm
December

10, 11, 14, 15, 17 & 18
at 2:00 pm

Ticket Range: $30 - $36
$10 discount for Totem Pole
Playhouse season subscribers

- PRESENTS -

In Association with Gettysburg Community Theatre

a Gettysburg College’s

Majestic Theater
TO PURCHASE TICKETS:
Call the Box Office: 717-337-8200
online: www.gettysburgmajestic.org
in person: 25 Carlisle Street, Gettysburg, PA

A Christmas Carol

Gift
Certificates
Available!

With this ring

at the
 Gettysburg National Military Park  Museum and Visitor Center

1195 Baltimore Pike, Gettysburg

For more 
information call 

253-9408

BRIDAL SHOW

Friday, Feb. 3, 2017 
 6 ~ 9 p.m.

Mark Your Calendars Brides-To-Be

New
Venue

Find Special Details For The Perfect Day
See Beautiful Wedding Gowns & Tuxedos

Talk About Your Day With Our Area Wedding Professionals
Win Thousands of Dollars In Gifts & Prizes

Taste Delicious Food & Wedding Cake
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This is what Kathy Briner loves to hear when people come inside 
her business, Ma's General Store, located at 5227 Baltimore Pike, 
just outside Littlestown.
Because once they do come inside, they're "hooked." 
Housed in a beautifully-maintained 1800s bank barn along Route 
97 in Germany Township, Ma's offers two floors of antiques 
and is stuffed to the rafters with country curtains, braided rugs, 
advertising signs, primitive home decor, food items, and anything 
you need for your country home. 
It's a great place to find unique gifts or just to get some decorating 
ideas. And it smells heavenly as soon as you walk in the door.
The barn belonged to the house across the street when it was a 
working farm in the 19th century, said Briner, who has an early 

photograph, but no date. Much of the barn’s restoration was 
done by Jim and Mary Lou Koons of Littlestown, before Briner 
bought it. Over the years, the Edge of Town Center has housed 
many different shops, but Ma only shares the space now with an 
alterations shop and office space.  
Taking her two loves - old barns and old-time general stores - and 
combining them, Briner opened for business on May 1, 1990. 
"I have always been fascinated with old general stores and old barns 
and these last 26 years have been a dream come true for me," she 
said. "I am so blessed to come in to work each day and spend time 
doing what I love to do." 
She also counts her supportive family and faithful employees 
among her blessings. 

“I drive past here every day,
and finally decided to stop in!” 

General Store in Old Barn aStep Back in Time
StorY BY HoLLY FLEtcHEr

PHotoS BY DArrYL WHEELEr

When she's not in the store, she's at sales looking for more items to 
bring in to the store. "I love it!" she laughed. 
Items you might find inside include jelly cupboards, dry sinks, 
firkins, old-fashioned whisk brooms, vintage clothing, textiles 
(throws, runners, table squares), granny pillows, wooden boxes, 
and even tobacco leaves to hang from the ceiling for decoration.
Upstairs, she has decorated a Gathering Room with upholstered 
country furniture. Next door is a country bedroom decorated with 
quilts, shams and Billy Jacobs pictures on the walls. 
Nothing in the store is just put on a shelf; it is put on display.
"I place things in the store as they would appear in a home, and it 
gives customers an idea of how they can use it or where they can 
use it in their own homes," said Briner. 
She also likes to re-purpose things, such as an old trench used for 
bread dough that is now used as a holiday decoration. Or a hog 
scaling trough that someone added shelves to and now displays 
items in the store. Except for a few cabinets and display items, 
everything in the store is for sale. 
Briner said primitive style is very popular now. It's a style of 
decorating using folk art style that is characteristic of early 
Americana, typically using muted colors with a rough and simple 
look. Personally, she loves the country and primitive because it has 
a “cozy, comfortable” feeling. And for those who are not into the 
old, Ma’s has plenty of new. Many times, Briner blends the old 
and new in her displays to show how they can live together in your 
home.
Several items in the store are rare, such as an old-fashioned wooden 

seed cabinet with drawers and framed glass boxes which are 
removable to fill. "These are hard to find and once we do sell them, 
it might be a long while until we get another one in," she said. "I 
tell customers if you see something you like, buy it now because it 
might not be here the next time around," she said. 
If you have country or primitive items to sell, Briner is interested. 
"I am always looking for things to buy and am constantly 
changing the store," she said, adding that she buys outright, not on 
consignment.
For the holidays, Ma's General Store has a nice selection of Arnett 
Santa and snowmen collectibles, miniature Christmas houses, 
greenery, pine cones, nativity sets, candles, Australian soaps, 
old-fashioned sleighs, lotions, soup mixes and bread mixes, a nice 
variety of McCutcheon home-style jellies and jams that she buys 
directly from the factory store in Frederick, and sparkling jewelry. 
Ma's is also a retailer for Minnetonka Mokassins. And kids of all 
ages love to browse the general store's candy counter. 
What has helped Briner stay in business for more than a quarter 
century? 
"I think my price points have helped," she said. "I try to keep 
prices at the level I would pay for an item."
And, she added, her location is perfect. "I am close to Gettysburg, 
Baltimore and DC and get a lot of traffic." 
Decorating the front porch with unique items - such as an old-
fashioned sleigh for Christmas - attracts people, too. 
And the structure is hard to miss. It's a 3-story barn, but the third 
floor is mostly used for storage. It has been beautifully maintained 
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over the years. The post beams are original and the wooden barn 
ladders are still intact, protected behind Plexiglas. The beautiful 
chestnut wood floors have been preserved and some of the original 
stone of the barn shows through and adds to the interior charm. "I 
would love to know more about this old barn," said Briner, noting 
that there is a stone marker out front, but the date is too faded to 
read.
Getting into social media a few years ago was a “big step” for Ma’s, 
said Briner. “I'm old-fashioned," she admitted. "I still use an old 
cash register, not a computer, and my wood wall phone is still 
functional and I do use it." But, she has also found that posting 
photos on Facebook has brought in more foot traffic. "More people 
are seeing what we have online and then stopping in," she said. 
"Sometimes, just getting them in the door is all it takes."

There is a sign outside that says, to the effect: "Don't drive by 
1,000 times, stop in." Briner says you’ll be glad you did. Spending 
an hour or so in Ma's General Store is a step back in time where 
you can get some great decorating ideas or find that perfect, one-
of-a-kind gift. 

Ma's General Store is open
Monday through Saturday

from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Sunday from 
noon to 5 p.m. Closed on Thanksgiving Day,

Christmas Day and Easter Sunday. 
For more information, call (717) 359-7831 

or find them on Facebook.

27 Chambersburg street
gettysburg, Pa 17325

888-900-5275 • 717-337-1334 • www.jamesgettyshotel.com

James Gettys
Hotel est. 1804

An elegant, award-winning all suite boutique 
hotel in historic Gettysburg, PA

The Flower Boutique has all the best 
flowers to make someone smile. We also 

have a wide selection of flowers online and 
for delivery in Gettysburg 

or anywhere you like.

39 N. Washington Street | Gettysburg, PA
717-337-1423

www.theflowerboutiqueofgettysburg.com

See Us First For Plants, 
Roses, Wreaths and All Your 

Wedding Flowers, Too!

Gettysburg Area 
Retail Merchants 

Association

GARMA

Stan Clark
County of Adams

Director of Veterans Affairs
sclark@adamscounty.us

Victor Woerner
County of Adams

Veterans Service Officer
vwoerner@adamscounty.us

717-337-9835 W • 717-334-2091 F
117 Baltimore Street, Room 201-A • Gettysburg, PA 17325-2376

County of Adams 
Veterans Affairs
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Make Someone’s
Holiday Majestic!

~ GIFT CARDS AVAILABLE ~
25 Carlisle St., Gettysburg, PA

717-337-8200
www.gettysburgmajestic.org

BELIEVE IT OR NOT...

goodl ifecleaningservices.com

It’s Time To Think
About Gifts!!

Wondering what to get Mom or Dad 
for the Holidays? How about a gift of 

monthly housecleanings?
Affordable • Reliable • Professional Service

The Good Life CLeaninG ServiCeS
Where we let YOU enjoy The Good Life while WE do the dirty work!

Call (717)642-3711 For Your Free estimate!

We put your interests fi rst and foremost by off ering transparent, honest, local advice and 
investment management services. We are professional investment advisors.

Ryan Fox, MBA, Financial Advisor/Partner

Locally owned, local decisions, independent, and fee-only. Our goal is to be partners in your fi nancial 
journey. We coordinate your fi nancial planning needs using a variety of methods.

HUSTON-FOX FINANCIAL ADVISORY SERVICES, LLC
113 Carlisle St., Gettysburg, PA 17325

Ryan@HustonFox.com | www.HustonFox.com | 717-398-2040

Contact me for a complimentary, no-pressure introductory meeting to 
analyze your existing portfolio needs, your goals, and, most importantly, 
your questions. We accept no commissions.

1275 York Rd., Peebles Plaza • 717-337-2700
Our History Is Serving Good Food...

Visit Our Newly Remodeled Restaurant!Six Packs
To Go!

Join us for generous helpings of great 
home-cooked foods served in a friendly, 

family atmosphere.

• Daily Specials • Breakfast • 
• Lunch • Dinner •

~ Separate Lounge ~

of the   Pick
Counties

WINNER

2012 2015

2016
2013 2014

Call or Email us TODAY to line up your 
free Technology Assessment. 
Let us show you how to make 

Technology a business asset for your 
business or organization.

“There has to be better way! Technology is
supposed to make companies more efficient
and profitable... right? Why do we feel that we
are still running in circles? We have invested in a
lot of technology – PC’s, Software, Copiers, and
more – but we haven’t seen the improvements that
we expected. What can we do?”
  – Typical Small Business Owner

888-242-0244 x130
Sales@TeamTreysta.com
Offices in Gettysburg and York –
Serving Central PA and
Northern MD since 1995

“TREYSTA technology 
management” has the SOLUTIONS!
The TREYSTA TEAM Approach will give you the 
RESULTS that you have never been able to achieve.  
  •  Help Desk – Immediate, Local Support by
      Phone, Email or Remote Control.

  •  Client Technology Manager – Onsite
      “Technical Alignment” Visits.

  •  Proactive Monitoring – Constant Monitoring,
      Updating and Patching of your Systems.

  •  Project Team – Implementing the Best
      Technology with the Best Practices.

  •  vCIO – Creating and Executing your
      Technology Plan.

h410 Cashtown Road, Biglerville, PA 
717-334-4888

19 Lincoln Square, Gettysburg, PA
Rt. 15, Dillsburg, PA

DO YOU WANT THE
CONVENIENCE OF

HOME
DELIVERY?

Rate is $27 for one year and $42 for 
two years. Subscribe today or online 

gettysburgcompanion.com.

NAME: �������������������������������������

ADDRESS: ���������������������������������

�������������������������������������������

CITY: ��������������������������������������

STATE:���������  ZIP: �����������������������

PHONE: ������������������������������������
Mail Your Check or Money Order to:

COMPANION MAGAZINE
P.O. Box 3669

Gettysburg, PA 17325
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StorY BY HArrY HArtmAn
PHotoS SUBmIttED

“From the Wreath Project, to 
the scholarships that the 
foundation awards and other 
events that the Sgt. Mac 

Foundation takes part in, it allows our 
family to remember Eric and what he 
meant to us and also honor other military 
heroes at the same time.”  
These are the words of John and Susan 
McColley, who founded the Sgt. Mac 
Foundation after their son, Sgt. Eric 
McColley, United States Marine Corps, 
was killed along with seven other Marines 
and two Airmen in a fatal helicopter crash 
off the coast of Djibouti, Africa on Feb. 
17, 2006.
“I took a wreath down to Eric’s grave site 
in Quantico every week the year he died. 
I would then put the week old wreath 
on someone else’s grave,” said Susan. “I 
noticed there weren’t many graves that had 
wreaths.”
At this point, the McColley family felt the 
need to honor as many of our fallen heroes 
as possible during the Christmas season so 
the Sgt. Mac Foundation and its annual 
wreath project were born.
Dec. 2, 2016 will mark the 11th 
anniversary of the Sgt. Mac Foundation’s 
wreath project. Since 2006, the Wreath 
Project has provided and placed more than 
35,000 wreathes on the graves of departed 
military heroes. 
During the initial planning stages of the 
wreath project, Giant Food Stores, based 
in Carlisle, was contacted and quick to 
commit to supplying the wreaths at their 
cost.
“I cannot say enough about the help and 
support we have received for the wreath 
project from Giant Food Stores. The folks 
with Giant are not only partners of the 
foundation, they are family members, 
the foundation would not exist if not 
for the support from Giant,” said Susan 
McColley.
Along with Giant, ABF Freight Systems 
supplies the tractor trailers to deliver the 
wreaths from Gettysburg to Quantico, Va. 
at no cost to the Sgt. Mac Foundation.
The now annual event kicks off at 8 a.m. 

The Sgt. Mac
Memorial Foundation:

 “Remembering One,
           Honoring All”
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in the parking lot of the Giant Food Store on Cold Springs Road 
in Gettysburg where more than 200 volunteers gather to place red 
ribbons on the wreathes. Later that day, volunteers reconvene at 
the National Soldiers Cemetery in Gettysburg for a short program 
that includes a brief prayer service, followed by heartfelt words 
and emotional words of thanks from John McColley to the many 
volunteers and supporters of the wreath project and the Sgt. Mac 
Foundation. 
“The incredible outpouring of community support for the 
foundation that we have received through the years from both 
individuals and businesses in Gettysburg and Adams County 

proves to me how special the people in this community are,” said 
John McColley.
At the close of the program, volunteers line up to place wreathes 
on all of the graves in the Soldiers National Cemetery in 
Gettysburg.
The following day, this year, Saturday, Dec. 3, the process is 
repeated at the Quantico National Cemetery in Quantico, Va., as 
wreathes are placed on the graves of American heroes, including 
the grave of USMC Sergeant Eric McColley. 
Adams County Veterans Affairs Director Stan Clark, also sits on 
the board of directors for the Sgt. Mac Foundation and serves as 

the local organizer of the wreath project in the county.
“The wreath project continues to grow each and every year and it 
is truly a community-wide, non-partisan event and it is an event 
that receives tremendous support from so many local residents and 
business owners as well as people from across the country,” said 
Clark. 
Shortly after his death, a scholarship was established in Eric 
McColley’s honor at Gettysburg High School. The Sgt. Eric 
McColley Scholarship of Honor, a $2,000 annual award, is 
presented each year to a graduating senior. In the past, the 
scholarship has been awarded to students who have attended law 

school, enlisted in the military or gone on to a two or four year 
college.
“From the scholarship program to the wreath project to the golf 
tournament, the Sgt. Mac Foundation allows for us to keep Eric’s 
memory alive in the hearts and minds of many people,” said 
McColley.
In 2016, the foundation and the many volunteers who come 
from all over the country, rain, shine or snow have committed 
to placing 10,000 wreaths on Veterans Graves in Gettysburg and 
Quantico. For more information on the Sgt. Mac Foundation and 
its events go to www.sgtmac.org.
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Wreath Laying
      Event Schedule
DECEMBER 2ND, 8:00 AM
wreath and bow assembly, 
parking lot of Giant Food located 
on Natural Springs Road in 
Gettysburg.

DECEMBER 2ND, 1:00 PM
Wreath placement and program 
at Soldiers National Cemetery, 
Taneytown Road entrance. Parking 
available on Taneytown Road
or Baltimore St.

DECEMBER 3RD, 10:00AM
Wreath placement at Quantico
National Cemetery. Gather at the
circle on Rappahannock Place in
front of section 10.
(Take exit 150B from I-95 South)

In the kitchen of a cozy one-level house one recent evening, a 
couple checked on their dinner simmering in the Crock-Pot 
while a group of friends gathered in the living room. 
This scene may not be anything special to the average adult, 
but to the group gathered at the home of Alex and Amanda 
Bair, it’s a pretty big deal.
“We’re taking it on ourselves to live independently,” said 
Amanda, 32. “It’s been going great for us.”
Each of the adults gathered in the Bair home faces some type 
of intellectual or developmental disability, but they have 
chosen the freedom, and responsibility, of living on their own, 
thanks to the support of their families and the Arc of Adams 
County.
Alex and Amanda Bair met about 10 years ago while working 
at Walmart in Gettysburg. He invited her to join him in 
Adams County Special Olympics activities, and the two 
became fast friends. They eventually moved into an apartment 

with a caregiver, and decided they wanted to get married. 
Alex, 42, is still employed at Walmart, and will reach his 
20-year anniversary there next year. After completing the 
food service development program through South Central 
Community Action Programs, Amanda landed a job at 
Arendtsville Elementary School.
Four years ago, the couple married. A year later, they moved 
into their home on Maple Avenue in Biglerville, complete 
with a white picket fence around the back yard. Inside, the 
couple savors the everyday activities that many adults take for 
granted: making dinner, dusting the furniture, and playing 
with their two Shih Tzus. 
The Bairs were the first couple assisted by the Arc of Adams 
County in securing an independent living situation. On 
this recent fall evening, the couple was joined by a group 
of fellow Special Olympians who have also decided to live 
independently. The smell of dinner cooking wafted into the 

‘fly like eagles’
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Program helps people
with special needs
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living room as the group shared their joys and 
their struggles. 
Katarina Spangler was adopted from Latvia 
eight years ago. Legally blind, she can’t see 
people, but can see beauty with her hands. She 
has worked at Under the Horizon pottery and 
arts studio just north of Gettysburg for the past 
three years.
“I knew it would be a struggle to be on my own 
because I had never done it before, but I wanted 
to try it,” she said.
Prior to living on her own, Spangler, 24, said 
she had a few friends at her church, but didn’t 
have many opportunities to socialize outside of 
that circle. That’s all changed now. 
“Now I have more opportunity to go out, 
talk to people, get to know them better and 
communicate with them,” she said.
Alex Bair made sure to show off the first clay 
pot he created with Spangler's assistance, 
an amber-colored piece that, while slightly 
lopsided, would rival any first-time potter’s 
creation. It was displayed proudly in the kitchen 
along with the myriad of trophies from Special 
Olympics competitions.
Michael Silvis, 20, lives in his own apartment 
in downtown Gettysburg, and plans to start 
classes at Harrisburg Area Community College 
in January. A multi-sport athlete with Special 
Olympics, he was recently elected chair of the 
2018 Special Olympics Athlete Congress.
When Brenda Wallace’s father died in 2011, 
she decided she wanted to move into her own 
apartment. Also a multi-sport Special Olympics 
athlete (bocce, volleyball, track and field, 
bowling, and golf, to name a few), Wallace, 52, 
has been involved in Special Olympics since 
she was eight years old. She wears hearing aids, 
but recently took up swimming even though it 
meant having to remove her aids and not being 
able to hear at all. 
Special Olympics is the thread connecting this 
group. Participation in Special Olympics sports 
has been a fundamental part of preparing each 
of these adults to live on their own, said Joann 
Smith, advocate and executive director of the 
Arc of Adams County (and Amanda Bair’s 
mother). Participation in Special Olympics 
sports allows athletes to develop leadership and 
social skills that help them transition to adult 
life successfully.
“It’s a good starting point of how to act as an 
adult,” Smith said. “Special Olympics is a family 
that surrounds these guys. It’s so important. 

We encourage them 
to watch out for each 
other.” 
In addition to Under 
the Horizon and 
Walmart, other local 
companies like Giant 
and Aramark have 
been willing to hire 
adults with intellectual 
and developmental 
disabilities, Smith said. 
This opportunity has 
allowed several adults 
in the group to become 
financially independent 
of government benefits 
like Social Security. 
“They are giving them 
a chance,” Smith said. 
“If we train and teach 
and raise them like any 
other child, they will fly 
like eagles.”
The independent living 
program is not a formal 
initiative of the Arc 
of Adams County; 
rather, Smith and her 
volunteers simply work 
to find any service 
these individuals need, 
including housing. 
About 20 individuals 
with disabilities are 
living on their own with 
support from the Arc, 
Smith said.
"We help them get 
through the red tape," 
she said.

When asked to name 
the best part of living 
on their own, the 
chorus of responses 
was immediate, and 
reflected the feelings 
of most young adults 
taking the leap of living 
on their own for the 
first time: "being away 
from our parents," 
"meeting new friends," 

and "being able to do stuff that you 
want to do."
But just as each person in the group said 
they appreciated their independence, 
each named transportation as a major 
struggle. None are able to drive, so they 
rely on parents and friends to take them 
to work, Special Olympics activities, 
or social events. Without reliable 
transportation, steady employment is 
impossible, Smith said, let alone an 
independent social life.
 “We all want to go out to a movie, but 
we still have to wait for our parents,” 
Amanda Bair said. 
“Either that or wait for a bus,” which 
can be sporadic and inconvenient, Silvis 
chimed in.
Smith has taken this message to local 
and state representatives to advocate 
for more available, safe public 
transportation. While she acknowledges 
that progress in Adams County, 
especially in rural areas, may take time, 
she is optimistic.
“Talking has begun, which is really 
good,” she said. 
Silvis also voiced the group’s concerns 
about financial independence. While 
many in the group have become 
independent of financial assistance or are 
working toward that goal, Silvis said that 
the current eligibility guidelines for help 
don’t encourage adults with disabilities 
to seek out work, echoing concerns that 
have been raised about other types of 
government benefits.
“You practically have to not have a job 
to qualify for anything anymore,” he 
said. “It would be nice to have some 
help.”
While some might view independent 
living as the ultimate accomplishment 
for adults facing some of the challenges 
in this group, these individuals are not 
done dreaming yet. Alex and Amanda 
would like to someday open their own 
restaurant. In recent years, the focus has 
become more about what these adults 
can do than what their limitations are, 
Smith said.
“More people are realizing that they do 
have abilities,” she said. “(The ARC has) 
really grown in the last five years.”

The Arc of
Adams County

provides advocacy, education, support 
services, goal setting, and diversity 

celebration for people with
intellectual and developmental 
disabilities and their families.

For more information, visit
arcadamspa.org or

email thearcofadams@gmail.com
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A visit to Emmitsburg's historic Carriage House Inn is like visiting family.
It's such a family place that even the First Family visited.

On Nov. 27, 1999, the Inn got an unusual phone call. The First Family would be 
stopping by in 20 minutes. No need to tell customers in the dining room, no 
need for anyone to move to another table. President Bill Clinton, his wife 
Hillary, and their friends would like to have an afternoon party for some 

friends. Before they arrive from nearby Camp David presidential retreat, metal 
detectors will be installed at all the entrances.

The Clintons and their entourage arrived as scheduled, shocked the surprised 
lunch ladies, toured the site listed as a National Historic Landmark and 

enjoyed lunch there, providing the Inn with another historic distinction.
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Spend time with family at 
Carriage House Inn

When Jim Hance and his wife JoAnn purchased the 
property in 1980, Jim was determined to create what he 
always wanted...."just a nice restaurant."
"I grew up in my grandmother's hotel in Washington 
D.C.," Jim explains. "When I was 15, I worked as the 
elevator operator. Later, I became a draftsman for a 
surveyor, which was pretty boring. I really wanted to be in 
the hospitality business."
Built in 1857 as a livery stable and carriage barn, over 
the years the structure served as a broom factory, tomato 
cannery, and a hotel/diner.  The Hances purchased it just 
after the Tiki Restaurant, featuring Polynesian-American 
cuisine, had just closed.
Jim and JoAnn reopened the eatery as Gentleman Jim's, a 
pizza house, but Jim wasn't satisfied.
"We closed the pizzeria in 1985," he recalls, "and JoAnn 
started redesigning the interior to turn it into a cozy, 
family restaurant using its historic heritage."
Walls were removed, floors were replaced, original beams 
and brick were restored, and antique shops and auctions 
were raided with JoAnn's keen eye for period detail.
In 1986, the Hances opened the Carriage House Inn, 
decorated with a horse-and-buggy theme. Oil lanterns, 
leather bridles and rustic haying tools cover the walls. Old 
photos of downtown Emmitsburg clutter window sills. 
Hardwood plank floors, large hearths, and a baby grand 
piano complete the main dining room, Paddock Room, 
Tack Room and the second floor ballroom.
But the most important aspect was starting a new family, 
a family of employees that would come and go over the 
years. Jim's son Bob remembers starting to help out at 
the Inn when he was a teenager. Theresa Karsteter began 
working there when she was 14 years old, and is still there. 
Chef Pat Bowser has been in there for 42 years.
"This type of business has its share of good and bad times," 
Jim Hance says, "but it’s always like working with one big 
family. I like being around the youngsters we hire. They 
keep me young. Hundreds and hundreds have come and 
gone over the years."
In 1997, when the ballroom was being planned and 
designed by JoAnn, she passed away. The work continued, 
however, and the spacious dining hall is called JoAnn's 
Ballroom.
A particular feature of the ballroom is the exposed brick 
wall of the original building. Near a ceiling dormer can be 
seen what looks like a crooked brick chimney.
Bob Hance explains, "Some people say it was built 
crooked so witches couldn't fly down it. But that might 
just be another ghost story. Who knows?"
Bob's 15-year-old twin sons Bobby and Brian have started 
working at the Inn when not busy with school activities. 
Jim remarried and his wife Sharon is essential to the inn's 
smooth operation.
The Carriage House Inn serves lunch and dinner, and the 
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menus feature traditional soups and salads, 
sandwich platters, steak, pork, veal, chicken 
and seafood entrees. The popular crab cakes 
are still from a recipe introduced by Jim's 
late wife JoAnn.
Carriage House Inn hours are Sunday 
through Thursday 11 a.m.-8 p.m., Friday 
and Saturday until 9 p.m., with breakfast 
buffet the first Sunday of every month from 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
"Every Friday and Saturday night we have a 
piano player at the baby grand," owner Jim 
Hance says. "And all of our lady customers 
receive a complimentary rose. They love it. 
I can't think of anything else I'd rather be 
doing than this."
Thanksgiving Day dinner will be served, 
with a buffet option upstairs. The Inn is 
closed Christmas Day.
The Carriage House Inn is located at 
200 S. Seton Ave., Emmitsburg, Md. For 
information or reservations, call 301-447-
2366. The Carriage House Inn also offers 
catering, and is the exclusive caterer for The 
Lodges at Gettysburg.
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Tony Koontz breaks into a smile and chuckles when recalling his 
initial ventures on a wrestling mat. The grin is often as wide as the 
broad shoulders of the gentle man.
“I did not do very well my first couple of years,” he says, almost 
apologetically. “I was a bigger kid, and I don’t know if it was 
coordination or what but I got beat a lot. I remember going to a 
tournament at New Oxford and I got pinned three times in one 
day. I said, ‘man, this is no fun.’ It didn’t click until I grew into my 
body.”
What took place after Koontz was able to align his impressive 
physical abilities with a level of determination rarely seen was one 
of the most storied scholastic wrestling careers in Pennsylvania. 
Competing in the unlimited weight class for Delone Catholic High 
School, Koontz compiled an astounding career record of 120-3 
with 89 pins, capturing four Section 1 titles, three District 3 titles 
and winning four medals at the PIAA Championships in Hershey.
He became a state champion as a junior in 1983 and defended his 
title the following year. 
Not bad for a kid who found the sport by tagging along with his 
older brothers into area wrestling rooms, where ‘I got the snot beat 
out of me’. 

“I was in third grade and my mom and dad both worked so it was 
my job to get to the gym with my brothers, and I never missed a 
practice,” said Koontz, referring to older siblings Tim and Tom. “I 
never missed a practice during their high school years at Delone. 
The whole team basically babysat me; it’s where I grew up.”
Koontz also played baseball and football during his youth but it 
become apparent that wrestling captivated his imagination and 
provided a platform for him to display his remarkable talents. After 
honing his skills at the Hanover YMCA, where he wrestled with 
teammates like Mark Egloff and Joey Wildasin, who would later 
win state titles at South Western High School, Koontz advanced 
to the junior high level. He went undefeated as an eighth grader, 
telling his coach that he wanted to become a state champion as a 
freshman.
“He said, ‘son, that’s just unrealistic. Maybe you’ll win one your 
senior year and that will be a feat in itself,’” recalled Koontz. “I 
thought that maybe I was putting my goals too high but the more I 
wrestled as a freshman the more I thought it was possible.”
Koontz turned heads all the way to the state finals as a ninth-
grader, where he lost to Mike Leskowsky of Lake-Lehman. The 
pain of that defeat was doubled the following year when Koontz 

Tony Koontz from his time in college at Northern Iowa

Help students reach potential
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powered his way back to the state tournament, only to be disqualified in 
the semifinals, officially finishing in sixth place.
At a crossroads, Koontz pushed all of chips to the middle of table and 
attacked his goal with a newfound fervor. He spent the next two summers 
traveling across the country in search of coaches and practice partners 
that could push him and provide the edge needed to get over the hump in 
Hershey.
“My junior year I was gone all summer,” he said. “I went to Albany to try 
out for a world team, California, the Olympic Training Center. My mom 
packed me two months’ worth of clothes because I was gone. There was a 
lot of sacrifice from my family, but it was how bad do you really want to be 
a state champ? I wanted to be on top of that podium.”
When Koontz finally had that elusive gold medal draped around his neck 
his junior year, it served as the culmination of not only his training and 
dedication, but of the help he received along the way from family, friends, 
coaches and competitors.
“I remember going to Hershey with my dad to watch states when I was in 
eighth grade, and we talked to Tony Differ, who was from Upper Merion 
and was a state champ his junior year (1978),” said Koontz. “We watched 
him get caught and beat in the finals (his senior year), and when we talked 
to him after that match he told me ‘Don’t you ever think that it’s going to 
be easy.’ That was a state champ telling me that.”
Koontz took those words to heart, vowing to put in the time and work 
required to achieve his dreams.
“Half my junior year I went to Gettysburg College to work out,” he said. 
“I’d work out for an hour there and then back at Delone; I did that two or 
three nights per week. That made a big difference in my skill because my 
practices were harder than most of my matches.”
Winning came so easily to Koontz, a physically imposing wrestler who 
overwhelmed opponents with strength and tenacity, that some saw him as arrogant. He insists that wasn’t the case.
“Confidence and hating to lose were my two biggest allies,” he said. “I worked extremely hard in practice drilling my moves and I had the 
chance to work with good coaches and technicians. I had confidence that if I got down I wasn’t worried, and I hated to lose more than 
anything.”
After winning AAU and Greco-Roman national championships in addition to his accolades at Delone, Koontz accepted a scholarship to 
Northern Iowa. There he won 60 matches and placed in the top three in a dozen tournaments on the collegiate level. 
Years after concluding his career as a competitor, Koontz eventually got back into wrestling when he joined Bob Gano’s coaching staff at 
Delone. He was there for two seasons before following Gano to Biglerville High School, where the two produced an incredibly successful 
eight-year run together.
“Some of the happiest days of my life were coaching at Biglerville,” said Koontz. “I think of kids like Matt Showers, who was like a piece 
of putty when he came in. The first time I saw him I knew he had talent, but oh boy. By the time he graduated he left a pretty darn good 
wrestler.
“I’d much rather take a kid that’s green and unproven and help him improve and keep grinding it out.”
Stories of Koontz’s intensity are the stuff of legend around the Canner program. 
“I always wanted to get kids to open up and let it fly,” he said. “I would tell the kids ‘you shoot takedowns until you can’t shoot ‘em 
anymore. If you have to crawl off the mat I’ll help you up. That’s why we work so hard.’”
Koontz stepped away from coaching as his family began to grow. He and Lisa, his wife of 16 years, now have four children ranging in age 
from 4-14. Lugging kids and equipment to basketball, wrestling, soccer and swimming practices are part of the daily routine, and Koontz 
wouldn’t have it any other way.
Koontz and his family also enjoy spending time camping, fishing and kayaking, and watching sprint car racing.
Helping kids grow and reach their potential – be it his own children, those he coached or those he works with at Paradise School in 
Abbottstown, where he has been for 26 years – is part of Koontz’s DNA. He cherishes his job as a facilities director at the school and the 
opportunity it provides to work with kids.
Koontz was inducted into the Adams County Chapter of the Pennsylvania Sports Hall of Fame in 2010, and the Pennsylvania Wrestling 
Coaches Association Hall of Fame the following year. 
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