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Our FAVORITE
Gettysburg Addresses

St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church
25 West High Street
A historic church that embraced the Civil War 
wounded of both sides as seen in this beautiful 
stained glass window! Visit: stfxcc.org.

Chr istmastime in charming 
Gettysburg is a specia l t ime 
for young and old a l ike.
gettysburgreta i lmerchants.com

Dunlap ’s  
Restaurant  
& Bakery, 
90 Buford 
Ave. Casual 
family dining 
- great meals 
+ all you can 
eat weekend 
breakfast 
bar. BYOB Friendly! plenty of FREE parking on site!Visit: dunlapsrestaurant.com

Reid ’s Orchard & Winery Tasting Room

242 Baltimore Street Jennie Wade’s birth 

place!  Sampled large 

variety  
of excellent,  

local wines -  

loved the exclusive  

Sesquicentennial  

Gettysburg labels!

Visit:
reidsorchardwinery.com

TM



1

What’s inside
d e c e m b e r
j a n u a r y
2 0 1 3
V o l u m e 9
n u m b e r 6

Our SuppOrting AdvertiSerS
Blue & Gray Bar & Grill ................................................ 15
Center Square Antiques ...............................................7
Cozy Village Inn ...............................................................2
Detour Winery .............................................................. 15
Finch Services, Inc. ...................................................... 29
Fitzgerald’s Shamrock Restaurant ......................... 23
Foremost Insurance Group ......................................BC
Franklin County Visitor’s Bureau ............................ 29
Gettysburg Family Restaurant ...................................7
Gettysburg Hotel ......................................................... 32

What’s inside

Gettysburg Cancer Center ........................................ 23
Homewood at Plum Creek ..........................................7
Jefferson County CVB ...............................................IBC
Mamma Ventura Restaurant & Lounge ..................7
Our Favorite Gettysburg Addresses ..................... IFC
The Christmas Haus .................................................... 33
The Ox on 30 ................................................................. 15
The Village of Laurel Run .......................................... 33
Wells Family Baking Company ................................ 15

Personality Profile – 
Roger Lund, owner, Christmas Haus ....... 4

One Tank Traveler – 
Crystal City Shops. .............................. 16

Community Cornerstone – 
Toys for Tots .........................................18

Delectable Dining – 
The Dobbin House .................................24

What’s Goin’ On? .............................30

Community Faces .............................34

Inns & Taverns of Adams County –
The Washington Hotel, Gettysburg ........36

Features

ON THE COVER
At Christmastime, one of the 
prettiest locations in the area is 
Gettysburg’s Center Square. With 
its beautiful tree at the hub and 
fanning out to all the perimeter 
businesses, like the Pub, bright 
and festive with lights and 
holiday decorations, it’s a sight  
to behold.

REGULAR

Quilting...art or hobby ............................................................................................ 8
Local Santa Dan Clapp ..........................................................................................12
The Shriver House at Christmas ........................................................................20
Children’s theatre ...................................................................................................26
Battle of Fredericksburg sesquicentennial ....................................................28

28

4

24 



2 3

“ It’s The Most 
Wonderful Time of the Year”

at

Hospitality Hall of Honor Recipient

ONLY 15 minutes  south of Gettysburg!

Hospitality Hall of Honor Recipient
Restaurant Association of Maryland

 Rated Mobil HHH	 AAA uuu

Route 806, Thurmont, MD 21788

301-271-4301 • 301-271-7373
www.cozyvillage.com

Off-premise 

catering 
available

Christmas Calendar of Events

FREE Meal
Kids! Bring in your homemade 
decorations to hang on Santa’s 
“Cozy” Christmas tree and re-
ceive a token for a free meal!
Dec. 1st – Dec. 23rd.

Cozy’s Christmas Card
Dine with us and receive half  
price meal coupon to use in 
January, February, and March.
Whole month of December.

Breakfast with Santa
Every Saturday & Sunday in  
December, 8:30 – 11:00 am.
Thru Dec. 23rd.

Dinner with Santa
Every Monday & Tuesday eve.  
in December, 6:00 – 8:00 pm.
Thru Dec. 18th.

Dec. 31st, 4:00 – 9:00 pm
Seafood buffet featuring 
fried oysters, steamed 

& fried shrimp. crab dip, 
carved beef and turkey, 
just to name a few.

Served 9 am – 3 pm

Come 
walk through 
our Winter 

Wonderland!

Cozy  

will be aglow  

with the sights and  

sounds of Christmas  

with hundreds of thousands of  

lights and decorations  

and a spectacular  

menu fare!



2

BY B.J. SMALL

It was our first visit to the Antique Marketplace.
But not the first to such a mall.
“90 quality vendors displaying pre-1955 antiques 

in a 20,000 square foot building … Furniture, jewelry, glassware, pottery, 
postcards, art, photographs, toys, clothing … whatever your inclination!”

This browser wasn’t particularly inclined toward jewelry, furniture, clothing 
or any other whatever. 

But, time with antiques is a guaranteed trip back in time. Maybe even just 
the right pin, to restart a stalled collection of campaign buttons. Old foxhunting 
and stag prints awaited. Besides, they were offering free wine and cheese.

The house Lab made regular passes through the crowd, a pink tutu around 
her waist, stuffed animal in her mouth.

Those 90 quality vendors had added a holiday theme to their booths. It was 
November, afterall. There was a Santa Claus of every size and material, from 
just about every era. Reindeer and stags that could be considered as such stood 
by. Boxes of dusty glass ornaments from yesteryear. Cluttered tables decorated 

with bowls of shiny Christmas balls. Artificial 
garland drooped atop shelves.

Ah. If Christmas decorations could talk.
Considering the holiday items that were 

not reproductions – and this rubbernecker 
is no better at spotting a fake than a good 
fruitcake – there were memories to be had at 
the marketplace.

It was easy to wonder about where these 
decorations, antique Santas, and more have 
been, and what they’ve meant in Christmases 
past.

How much brightness did these ornaments 
bring to an otherwise dull or uncertain home? 
Such wonderment might have had to substitute 
for presents under the tree. Or was the shiny 

color simply background dressing during the perfect season of plenty? 
Has the Santa brought hope or sparked excitement in a young child, who 

perhaps didn’t have a tree?
These holiday items, now antique or used, bring memories with them.
It’s all but impossible to hold one of these holiday mementoes in your hand 

and not remember our own happy times. 
From our trip to the marketplace, the final take away was a unique holiday 

wreath made of artificial cedar. It will look great with just the right red ribbon 
and cranberries.

As for the secondhand holiday items, we inherit their past, and will add our 
own memories to them.

Making memories might be the most perfect gift of the holiday season. Like 
an antique, they are passed down. Unlike antiques, they cost nothing and never 
get old.

Cheers to you and yours this holiday season!

gettysburgcompanion.com Your Information Link To Area Past & Present 

Vol. 9/No. 6 DECEMBER/JANUARY 2013

TOYS FOR TOTS

BEGINNING A HOLIDAY TRADITION

CHRISTMAS AT THE SHRIVER HOUSE

A publication of 

Times & News  
Publishing Company

PO Box 3669 • Gettysburg, PA 17325

Publisher

Tom Ford

editorial

B. J. Small

MaGaZiNe desiGN

Dave Joswick

CoNtributiNG Writers

Jenna Faust
Holly Fletcher

Jessica A. Haines
Jarrad Hedes
Tommy Riggs
Mark Walters
Dick Watson

John Winkelman

PhotoGraPhY

John Armstrong
Jessica A. Haines

John M. Rudy
Bill Schwartz

Darryl Wheeler

adVertisiNG sales

The sales staffs of Times & News 
Publishing Company

The Gettysburg Companion magazine is pub-
lished bimonthly and distributed throughout the 
area. The Gettysburg Companion can be mailed to 
you at the rate of $18 per year (six issues) or $27 
for two years (twelve issues). Discount rates are 
available for multiple subscriptions. You can sub-
scribe by sending a check, money order, or credit 
card information to the address above, or online 
at gettysburgcompanion.com, or by calling  
Dave Joswick at 717-334-1131 extension 2850. 

All information contained herein is protected by 
copyright and may not be used without written 
permission from the publisher.

Information on advertising can be obtained by 
calling Times & News Publishing Company,  
717-339-2045.

Visit The Gettysburg Companion website:  
gettysburgcompanion.com for additional 
information on our advertisers.

3

EDITOR’SNotebook
“ It’s The Most 

Wonderful Time of the Year”
at

Hospitality Hall of Honor Recipient

ONLY 15 minutes  south of Gettysburg!

Hospitality Hall of Honor Recipient
Restaurant Association of Maryland

 Rated Mobil HHH	 AAA uuu

Route 806, Thurmont, MD 21788

301-271-4301 • 301-271-7373
www.cozyvillage.com

Off-premise 

catering 
available

Christmas Calendar of Events

FREE Meal
Kids! Bring in your homemade 
decorations to hang on Santa’s 
“Cozy” Christmas tree and re-
ceive a token for a free meal!
Dec. 1st – Dec. 23rd.

Cozy’s Christmas Card
Dine with us and receive half  
price meal coupon to use in 
January, February, and March.
Whole month of December.

Breakfast with Santa
Every Saturday & Sunday in  
December, 8:30 – 11:00 am.
Thru Dec. 23rd.

Dinner with Santa
Every Monday & Tuesday eve.  
in December, 6:00 – 8:00 pm.
Thru Dec. 18th.

Dec. 31st, 4:00 – 9:00 pm
Seafood buffet featuring 
fried oysters, steamed 

& fried shrimp. crab dip, 
carved beef and turkey, 
just to name a few.

Served 9 am – 3 pm

Come 
walk through 
our Winter 

Wonderland!

Cozy  

will be aglow  

with the sights and  

sounds of Christmas  

with hundreds of thousands of  

lights and decorations  

and a spectacular  

menu fare!



4

BY HOLLY FLETCHER
PHOTOS BY BILL SCHWARTZ

PERSONALITY

Profile
roGer lund

Keeping traditions alive

R Roger Lund, owner of The Christmas Haus in New Oxford, loves 
Christmas.
If the name of his business doesn’t convince you, just take a step 

inside the door.
Surrounded by holiday music and twinkling lights, customers 

will find a large selection of glass ornaments, wooden folk art, 
hand-turned music boxes and paper mache candy containers – all 
handmade in Germany.

Lund’s wares were previously displayed in the historic 1891 
brick house along Route 30, but a house fire more than two years 
ago forced the shopkeeper to relocate.

“The fire, while devastating, did not devastate us. It actually 
opened up a lot more opportunities for us here,” said the 59-year-
old, who has turned his home into a mini shopping village.

The authentic German heirlooms are now housed in three 
separate buildings behind the brick house. The original barn and 
carriage house, along with a newly acquired Amish shed, have all 
been renovated into cheery little shops. In the spring, Lund hopes to 
include a garden and walking path. 
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In the carriage house, 
customers can find Schwibbogen 
(decorative candle arches), tree 
toppers and music boxes.

In the middle shop, there 
are wooden pyramids – a sort of 
carousel, which uses candlepower 
to rotate the levels of wood carved 
figurines.

The barn, or main shop, 
houses glass ornaments, incense-
burning smokers, German 
nutcrackers, and matchbox 
miniatures.

Lund travels to Germany 
each spring to work with the local 
artisans who supply the items he 
sells.

“I drive around villages, 
looking for the word ‘werkstatt’ 

(workshop) written on the house 
and find out what they make,” he 
said.

Surprisingly, Lund speaks only 
limited German.

“Sometimes, the craftspeople 
speak no English, but it always 
works out and I’ve never had a 
problem communicating,” he said.

He looks for unusual 
items, things that are not seen 
everywhere. “I am not interested in 
the mass-produced,” he said.

Lund is from the Washington, 
D.C. area where he had an old-
fashioned general store with a 
year-round Christmas department. 
When the items he ordered from 
a Spokane, Washington-based 
company were no longer pure 
German, he got in touch with the 
German craftsmen and formed a 
relationship.

More than 10 years ago, he 
opened the shop in New Oxford 
with 100 percent German-made 
items.

The selection he offers is 
always changing and growing 

and, based on the significant 
sales increase over the past year, 
business is booming.

Customer Sharon Sproul, of 
Stanton, Virginia, visits the store 
regularly on her way to or from 
the New England states. She buys 
ornaments for friends and family.

“We have an incredibly loyal 
customer base and are quite 
humbled by it,” said Lund. 
Being along Route 30 is another 
bonus.

“Many tourists become mail 
order customers after visiting the 
shop and seeing the quality we 
offer. They go home with a unique 
smoker and their family ‘oohs’ 
and ‘aahs’ over it and the next 
thing you know, we have an order 
for four or five more smokers! It’s 
great!”

One secret to his success is 
being very organized. When he 
travels to Germany in the spring, 
Lund is looking ahead to the next 
year’s inventory.

“We usually order in February 
and the shipments come in May, 

“ Sometimes, the craf tspeople speak no 
English, but it always works out and I’ve 
never had a problem communicating.” Roger Lund

The Christmas Haus owner
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giving us the summer to unpack 
and get ready for the holidays. It 
takes a lot of planning,” he said.

When he’s not in the shop, 
Lund serves as county chair of 
the Democratic Committee and 
as secretary/treasurer for the 
Gettysburg Festival.

“As for politics, I prefer being 
the behind-the-scenes guy and 
as for my role with the Festival, I 
believe it is important to highlight 
local artists and give them a venue 
to show their work and be exposed 
to the public,” he said.

Which is pretty much what he 
does in his New Oxford shop for 
German artisans.

Outside of the business, 
Lund’s personal passion is 
traveling. 

“I have been all over the world 
and love to see different cultures 
and what others have built in their 
lives,” he said. 

His degree in sociology could 
explain his interest in people and 
their cultures. “Their culture is 
exposed through the crafts they 
do and I find that fascinating,” he 
said. “I strongly believe in keeping 
those traditions alive.”

The Christmas Haus is open 
daily from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

For more information visit 
thechristmashaus.com or call 717-
624-9646.

“ I have been all over the world and love to 
see dif ferent cultures and what others have 
built in their lives.” Roger Lund

The Christmas Haus owner
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CENTER SQUARE
A N T I Q U E S

Starting December 1st,
fresh, handmade wreaths

of magnolia, boxwood, and
mixed evergreens made in
the Williamsburg tradition.

9 Center Square • New Oxford, PA 17350
717.624.7125 • 717.309.7295

Friday – Monday 10 AM – 5 PM
or by appointment

Old world 
Santas,  
belsnickles, 
snowmen, 
villages, and  
many unique 
holiday  
items.

Retirement Living  
At Its Best!

425 Westminster Avenue
Hanover, PA 17331

717-637-4166
TDD 717-633-4627
Accepting Applications

• Skilled Nursing Care
 Alzheimer’s/Dementia Care • Medicare/Medicaid Approved

• Personal Care
 Well-designed Suites 
 Private Room Accommodations

• Active, Independent  
Living

 Modern, Spacious Villas
 Cozy, Inviting Cottages
 Attractive, Luxury Apartments

A tradition of caring for over 80 years

Retirement Living  
At Its Best!

Our History is  
Serving Good Food

Join us for some generous 
helpings of some great home-

cooked foods served in a 
friendly family atmosphere.

D A I L Y  S P E C I A L S
Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner

1275 York Road, Peebles Plaza
717-337-2700

Mon. – Sat.: 6am – 9pm
Sun.: 7am – 8pm

M A M M A  V E N T U R A  R E S TA U R A N T  &  L O U N G E

mammaventuras.com /  717.334.5548
13 Chambersburg St re et  •  Get t ysburg,  PA 17325

Monday – Thursday 11 – 10 •  F r iday & Saturday 11 – 11 
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Some call it a hobby.

Others call it art.

BY JESSICA A. HAINES

PHOTOS BY DARRYL WHEELER
AND JESSICA A. HAINES

There’s nothing quite like wrapping up in a handmade 
quilt on a cold winter’s day.
Throughout history, quilters have wrapped up friends 

and family in love and warmth through handmade quilts.
They may be big or small, intricate or simple, traditional 

or contemporary, but the process is the same. 
Find some fabric and cut it into shapes. Sew that 

fabric together into a design, known as a quilt top. Make a 
sandwich with a quilt top and backing fabric with filler in 
between, and then secure the layers with stitching. 

Some quilters call what they do a hobby. Others call it an 
art. Some will say they quilt because they like the process. 
Others say they seek the practical item produced.

For more than 20 years, a group of five women has met 
to quilt, share inspiration, and offer each other support.

Barbara Dombrowsky, Patsy Hartnett, and Judy Sorensen, 
all of Gettysburg, and Annette Ehly and Jill Coleman, both 

Patsy Hartnett displays a contemporary 
quilt she completed using shades of red, 
purple, and blue.
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of Biglerville, collectively refer to 
themselves as “The Peeps.” 

According to Hartnett, the 
group formed out of a guild, 
Stitch N’ Peace, that meets at 
Gettysburg’s Lutheran Retirement 
Home.

“Our group split 
off of that because 
we had children,” 
explained Hartnett.

That group, in 
existence for over 
30 years, still meets 
regularly. Chris Mieczkowski, of 
Carroll Valley, serves on the guild’s 
programming committee.

Each of the six women came 
to quilting by a different path.

“I got it genetically,” said 
Sorensen. Her mother and 
grandmother quilted together 
when Sorensen was a child. She 
picked it up again 15 years ago.

Sorensen calls herself a 
traditional quilter.

“I really enjoy making all the 
pieces fit,” she explains. When 

completed, Sorensen gives her 
quilts away to family and friends.

The Peeps count Ehly as 
their most avant-garde quilter, 
characterizing her work as 
“whimsical” and contemporary. 

Ehly has been a quilter for almost 
30 years.

“Even though there are rules 
in quilting, you don’t have to 
follow them,” explained Ehly. Her 
pieces are smaller, and involve 
Ehly’s other interests, like fabric 
dying.

She describes her fellow 
Peeps as prolific producers. Like 
Sorensen, she enjoys the process of 
creation.

“I always liked to sew,” 
said Dombrowsky, who has been 

quilting for nearly 30 years. “I love 
the feel of the fabric, especially 
when I work with wool.”

Dombrowsky characterized 
her interests as lying in “old-
fashioned” quilts with whimsy.

“That whimsy is 
from embellishments, 
which comes from 
Annette,” she said of 
her friend’s creative 
influence.

For her part, 
Coleman started 

quilting 35 years ago and is self-
taught. Like Ehly, she lets her 
creativity flow throughout the 
quilting process.

“I didn’t like the way they did 
it, so I did it my own way,” said 
Coleman of the first quilt kit she 
bought.

She started “very traditional,” 
with hand quilting and vintage 
fabrics. She characterizes her 
current style as still traditional, 
but using modern fabrics.

“ I really enjoy making all the pieces fit.” Judy Sorenson
“Peeps” member

From left, Patsy Hartnett, Barbara Dombrowsky, Jill Coleman and Judy Sorensen showcase a quilt 
recently on display at the Unitarian Universalists of Gettysburg. Not pictured is Annette Ehly.
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“I love putting fabrics 
together,” said Coleman.

Although she hand quilts, 
she also uses a long arm sewing 
machine, an industrial-sized 
machine that uses a frame—often 
taking up an entire room—to 
machine quilt her pieces.

“Her hand quilting is just 
gorgeous,” Hartnett said of 
Coleman’s skills.

Like Sorensen, Hartnett’s love 
of quilting is in her genes.

“I grew up around quilting,” 

she said, recalling hours spent 
stitching with her mother. Hartnett 
has taught quilting for nearly 40 
years.

“I seldom use a pattern. 
I borrow from a picture,” said 
Hartnett, who added her interests 
lay in handwork, like appliqué and 
hand quilting.

“I view it completely as an art 
process,” said Hartnett of quilting.

In fact, many of the Peeps find 
their quilting to be art, although 
they’re still adjusting to the 
concept of the hobby as an art.

“I just have a passion for 
quilting,” says Sorensen. “This artist 
thing is new for me.”

For Mieczkowski, who has been 
quilting for nearly 25 years, the 
hobby is an outlet.

“I like the creativity of it,” she 
said. Her interests lay in piecing and 
hand quilting, although the recent 
acquisition of a long arm sewing 
machine has left her head spinning 
with new ideas.

“I would fit myself more in the 
traditional style,” she said.

Mieczkowski and her husband 
are Civil War re-enactors, so her 
efforts sometimes take her in a 
historical direction. A quilt she 
pieced in commemoration of the 
150th anniversary of the Civil War is 
now three years in the making.

Other quilts have been 
constructed to mesh with their travel 
to re-enactments in order to portray 
the most accurate sleeping quarters 
possible.

Mieczkowski’s home is filled 
with quilts. Quilted 
runners adorn every table. 
She changes them out 
with the seasons.

Her 150th anniversary 
quilt, when finished, will 
be hand quilted.

“Working on that big 
of a quilt is relaxing,” she 
explained. “I like to work 
on my technique because 
there’s a technique to 
hand quilting. A good 
hand quilter can do eight 
to ten stitches per inch.”

For each of the 
women, quilting is not 
about production. The 
process of creation is a 
long one. 

The Peeps estimate 
it takes each of them 
at least 100 hours to 
complete a quilt, with 300 
to 400 hours being spent 
on the most intricately 
pieced and quilted 
blankets.

“It depends on 
the complexity of the 
pattern,” explains 
Coleman.

“ There’s a technique to hand quilting.  
A good hand quilter can do eight to ten 
stitches per inch.”  Chris Mieczkowski

Stitch N’ Piece Guild 
Programming Committee Member

Chris Mieczkowski, of Carroll Valley, displays a quilt she pieced  
in commemoration of the 150th anniversary of the Civil War.
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In hand quilting, she added, 
quilting alone could take up to 
seven months. Long arm sewing 
machines allow quilting to be 
completed in hours.

Mieczkowski agrees. She 
estimates her 150th anniversary 
quilt may reach 400 hours by its 
finish. 

For all, quilting is a 
sisterhood. Mieczkowski feels so 
strongly about her community at 
Stitch N’ Peace that she has joined 
the programming committee. The 
guild meets regularly and takes 
part in challenges and other 
exercises.

“There’s been a huge 
resurgence over the last 20 years,” 
said Sorensen.

The Peeps also take part in 
informal challenges and exchange 
blocks and materials with each 
other. Having met together for so 
long, they count each other as 
close friends, and have shared the 
ups and downs of life.

“It’s definitely more than a 
community,” said Hartnett.

Chris Mieczkowski 
displays a 

patriotic replica 
of a Civil War era 
quilt she and her 

husband use at re-
enactments. 

From left, Barbara 
Dombrowsky, 

Patsy Hartnett, 
Judy Sorensen 

and Jill Coleman 
display flower 

basket quilts they 
completed as 

part of a group 
challenge. 

This log-cabin style quilt adorns a 
sofa in Chris Mieczkowski’s home.

11
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Sure, the New Oxford resident has the perfect 
white beard and his personality is jolly 
enough to pull off the Christmastime gig, but 
Dan Clapp’s initial reaction, when asked by 

a friend, almost ended what is now one of the most 
enjoyable experiences of his 69-year-old life.

“Nah, not me,” he said. “I could never do that.”
Only he did for the first time in 2008 and keeps 

up a schedule of about 25-30 Santa appearances 
each year.

Four years later he tears up at many of the 
stories children whisper in his ear while sitting 
gleefully on his lap.

“The kids are the bread and butter of the job,” 
Clapp said. “They are the biggest highlight. I don’t 
get paid much for it, but it isn’t about that. I get 
satisfaction from it.”

Clapp is employed at Kennie’s Market in 
Gettysburg, where he claims his Santa role 
originated. He also visits other Kennie’s stores in 
Littlestown, Spring Grove, and Taneytown, MD.

“I give my boss Jerry Kramer first choice in 
Gettysburg and he picks out two days,” Clapp said. “I 
play Santa for maybe two to four hours for two days 
per holiday season at each of the stores.”

Word of his likeness to Saint Nick spread from 
Kennie’s customers to others in the community and 
Clapp started accepting jobs as Santa at private 
parties.

“I’ve gone to nursing homes and fire 
companies,” he said. “Bonneauville Fire Company is 
on my schedule for this year.”

It was a trip to Walmart that started the ball 
rolling for Clapp. A friend of his, who ironically 
portrayed Santa at the box store, looked at his beard 
and said he would make a good Saint Nick himself.

“He said work for two weekends and it will pay 
for your suit,” Clapp explained. “I did and I loved it.”

Miracle 
On 
Middle 
Street

BY JARRAD HEDES

PHOTOS BY DARRYL WHEELER

The thought of playing Santa Claus at stores in the Gettysburg area 
never seemed plausible to Dan Clapp.
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When you’re playing Santa, 
Clapp said, you have to keep 
things in perspective. Kids have 
big imaginations and while he 
doesn’t always know for sure, it 
is likely some of the things they 
ask for won’t be under the tree on 
Christmas morning.

“I don’t like to make promises 
I can’t keep,” he said. “Sometimes 
a parent will give me a signal or 
something to let me know the 
child wants something specific. 
I tell them I can’t make you any 
promises but I will make you a 
deal. If you are a good girl or good 
boy and believe in Santa Claus, I’ll 
see what I can do.”

Kids are smart, however, and 
Clapp sometimes is asked why 
he is in downtown Gettysburg or 
Littlestown and not up directing 
the elves in the North Pole.

“Kids say the darndest 
things,” Clapp said. “Some will 
really give you a tear-jerking story 
that you’ll never forget.”

Clapp will never forget the day 
he was traveling out by the Adams 
Rescue Mission and witnessed a 
fatal motorcycle accident in front 
of him.

About a year later, while 

playing Santa at a private party, 
a little girl sat on his lap and told 
him everything she wanted for 
Christmas and then asked him to 
help her out because her uncle 
wasn’t around anymore.

The uncle, as it turns out, was 
the man killed in the motorcycle 
crash.

“I told her wherever her uncle 
is right now, he is watching over 
her now and every day of the 
year,” Clapp said. “She pulled on 
my beard to see if it was real and 
when it didn’t come off, she said 
thank you Santa, I know you are 
real.”

That girl was really trying to 
get the beard off. Clapp’s fluffy 
white hair really is all natural. 

“I start growing it every year 
on June 5, which is my birthday,” 
Clapp said. “The day after 
Christmas, I shave it. You won’t 
even recognize me. I have to shave 
three times a day just to keep up 
with it.”

The origin of the department 
store Santa depends on the source. 
R.H. Macy Company in New 
York claims to have had the big 
jolly man in their store as early 
as 1862, but James Edgar also 

believes he was the first to don 
the red suit in 1890 at Edgar’s 
Department Store in Brockton, 
Massachusetts.

Edgar was quoted as 
saying, “I have never been able 
to understand why the great 
gentleman lives at the North Pole. 
He is only able to see the children 
one day per year. He should live 
closer to them.”

His story is the subject of the 
film, “Becoming Santa.”

Department store Santas have 
also had their share of time on the 
big screen, with arguably the most 
famous appearance coming in the 
1947 classic film Miracle on 34th 
Street.

Clapp, however, said he has no 
aspirations to take his act to the 
big stage.

“There are some calls I just 
have to turn down because they 
are too far away,” he said. “I like 
doing it here in the area. I get to 
know the kids and they ask if I’m 
coming back again next year. If a 
child believes in you, that is the 
real satisfaction. It touches my 
heart and I love it. I’ll do it as long 
as I can.”
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Burgers • Beer • Blues
Over 30 Dif ferent  
Locally Sourced Burgers

Over 100 Local and  
Regional Craf t Beers

Live Music Daily

2 Full-Service Deck Bars

Car Show, 3rd Sunday  
of Every Month

Family Friendly

5815 York Road
New Oxford, PA

717-479-5534

ON

717-337-2900
100 Chambersburg St. 
Gettysburg, PA 17325

AWARD-WINNING  
WEDDING CAKES

Voted BEST BAKERY
in Adams County

Specialists at  
Holiday pies, 

cakes, cookies, 
and breads.

ORDER TODAY!

Bar Grill

2 Baltimore St., Gettysburg, PA 17325
717.334.1999 • bluegraybargrill.com

facebook.com/blueandgraybarandgrill
twitter: @bluegraybar

Join us for

 FOOTBALL
Saturdays & Sundays
on our16 Flat Screen TVs

Detour Winery
7933 Forest & Stream Club Rd. • Detour, MD 21757

410-775-0220 • detourwinery.com

HourS
Monday – Wednesday: by appt. • Thursday & Friday: Noon – 5 p.m.

Saturday & Sunday: Noon – 6 p.m.
Closed tours available, on-site festivals, weddings & private events rental space available

You’re Always 
Welcome

Detour Vineyard & Winery 
is located in Western Carroll County 
overlooking the Catoctin Mountains. 
Come and Discover the peace and se-
renity of the estate. Savour the custom 
blended wines. Reflect on your visit 
and personal experience. We focus on 
fruit and dessert wines, custom blend-
ing of American, French  
hybrids, and vinifera.  
Come visit us for a  
wine tasting today.

BOOKING 2013 PRIVATE PARTIES, WEDDINGS, AND MORE TODAY
L E T  U S  H O S T  Y O U R  N E X T  E V E N T
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 Short trips you can  
take on one tank of gas.

BY JESSICA A. HAINES
PHOTOS BY JOHN M. RUDY

TravelerONE TANk

cryStal city ShOpS
arlington, Virginia

HOW TO GET THERE
From Adams County, head 
south on Route 15 to Frederick. 
Keep left, following I-270 South. 
From I-270 South, follow signs 
for I-495 South to exit 43/
George Washington Parkway. 
Follow parkway to I-395 South 
towards Richmond. Take exit 
8C onto U.S. 1 South, toward 
the Pentagon. Turn left onto 
20th Street. Parking garage is 
accessible on the right.

THINGS TO CONSIDER

Crystal City Shops are handicap 
accessible and relatively 

easy to reach by car with ample 
parking available. Fully enjoying 
all shops requires a fair amount of 
walking, and the complex interior 
involves very little natural lighting. 
Corridors are maze-like, but are 
dotted with way finding signage. 
Directory brochures are also 
available throughout the complex.
Multiple dining options at all price 
points are available throughout 
the complex.
Crystal City Shops is accessible on 
the Metro’s yellow or blue lines.
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Somewhat hidden to the west 
of Reagan National Airport 
in Arlington, Virginia lies the 

next unique shopping experience. 
Crystal City Shops, a complex 

stretching over four city blocks, 
offers salons and eateries fit for 
the everyday shopper as well as a 
diverse selection of small, one-of-
a-kind gift shops, just five minutes 
from Washington, D.C.

Settled along Jefferson Davis 
Highway, the Crystal City Shops 
complex serves a variety of hotels, 
making it a natural destination 
for travelers with long layovers at 
the airport. Plus, the complex is 
accessible from the Metro, making 
subterranean travelers welcome as 
well. 

The shops are broken into two 
main complexes: Shops at 2100 
Crystal Drive and Shops 
at 1750 Crystal Drive.

At these two 
complexes, pathways are 
enclosed, though some 
shops are accessible 
from outdoors. 
Additionally, a pathway 
leads shoppers between 
the two buildings, which 
are separated by a city 
block, while avoiding 
traffic hazards. 

Notable gift shops 
at Crystal City include 
Golden Horn Gifts, 
which offers a variety 
of interesting trinkets, 
glass items, and general 
pretty things to give to 
others. 

Further down the 
walkway, Ship’s Hatch 
offers everything and 
anything U.S. Navy, with 
other branches of service 

thrown in for good measure. 
Here there are mementos for the 
serviceman/servicewoman in your 
life, including commemorative 
coins, plaques, apparel, and décor. 

Still other shops offer framing, 
engraving, cards, and Puppet 
Heaven – a delightful store that 
offers a variety of high-quality 
puppets.

A spa day is also available 
by traveling around Crystal City 
Shops. Not only are there several 
nail salons and hair stylists, but 
a massage therapist and tanning 
beds are available. Additionally, 
Perfect Eyebrows offers eyebrow 
threading, a growing method by 
which unruly eyebrows can be 
tamed. A rapid-fingered threader 
wields thread to quickly encircle, 

grip and remove eyebrow hairs 
with almost no pain.

Still other shoppers might 
travel to Crystal City Shops for 
a good meal. In addition to the 
standard mall fare, other wonderful 
eateries are available throughout 
the complex, including Au Bon 
Pain, Potbelly Sandwich Works, 
Hamburger Hamlet, Ruth’s Chris 
Steak House, and Neramitra Thai. 
If you want it, Crystal City probably 
has it, although you might have to 
walk a bit.

Crystal City Shops is not the 
fanciest shopping center ever, and 
offers many shops found closer to 
home. However, if you’re looking 
for a unique holiday gift or a 
night out in downtown Arlington, 
the shops and their adjacent 
restaurants can’t be beat, and 
less than two hours from Adams 
County.

IF YOU GO
Crystal City Shops 1750

1750 Crystal Drive
Arlington, VA 22202

Hours: Mon. – Fri. 10 a.m. – 7 p.m. 
Saturday 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.

Crystal City Shops 2100
2100 Crystal Drive

Arlington, VA 22202
Hours: Mon. – Sat. 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.

All restaurants are open longer.

Parking available in onsite  
underground garages. Parking is  

free Saturdays and after  
4 p.m. weekdays.

thecrystalcityshops.com

703-922-INFO
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CornerstonesCOMMUNITY

“Caring for one another is the cornerstone of every community.”

By diCK WAtSOn
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For 65 years, the Toys for Tots program of the U.S. 
Marine Corps Reserve has been collecting and 
distributing toys to needy children throughout 
the country at Christmas — more than 500 

million toys to date!
The program began as a local Los Angeles 

charitable effort in 1947 that gathered 5,000 toys. With 
that success, the program was launched nationwide 
the following year. Initially, Marine reservists and 
volunteers would collect and refurbish used toys, but 
since 1980, only new toys have been accepted.

Throughout the country, reservists and members 
of the Marine Corps League and volunteers conduct the 
annual campaign in October, November and December, 
placing collection boxes at stores, banks, companies, 
wherever permitted. In 2009, First Lady Michelle Obama 
placed the first collection box at the White House.

In Adams County, Hal Camlin started the program 
in 2000 and has coordinated the program ever since; 
his colleague, Owen Walsh, monitors the program in the 
Adams County portion of Hanover. Camlin served eight 
years of active duty in the Marine Corps, plus 31 years 
in the reserves, including 11 years coordinating Toys for 
Tots.

“I guess I’ve done it as a way to stay close to the 
Marine Corps,” said the 82-year-old veteran who has 
announced it’s time to retire. “I’ll still help, but Tom 
Hazlett is taking over.”

In the Hanover area, Owen Walsh began 
coordinating the program in 2007 after participating in 
the program seven years in North Carolina. He served 
eight years in the Marine Corps.

“As a member of the Marine Corps League I have the 
time to devote to this worthy cause and will continue to 

toys
fortots
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participate as long as I’m physically 
able,” said Walsh.

Once the Toys for Tots 
campaign gets underway, 
volunteers distribute collection 
boxes and periodically monitor and 
pick up toys at approximately 200 
locations throughout the county. 
The toys are taken to a storage 
garage where they are separated by 
gender and various age groups.

In 2000, the program garnered 
1,500 toys. Since then, the 
collection has grown every year but 
one. Last year, in spite of economic 
conditions, it reached an all-time 
record of 28,000 toys — board 
games, stuffed animals, puzzles, 
etc. Camlin notes that children are 
not given just one toy, but several.

“We provide children with a 
large toy, a small toy, two stocking 
stuffers, a board game and a book,” 
said Camlin.

He added that, “It’s much 
easier to collect toys than distribute 
them to children that are really 
needy.” 

To help accomplish that, 
Camlin has solicited the help 
and distribution of toys through 
organizations better able to assess 
the needs of children. Included are 
the United Way of Adams County, 
Bethel Assembly of God Church in 
Littlestown, security specialist Bill 
Eckert at the Fairfield Fire Company 
and the Conewago Valley and 
Bermudian Springs school districts. 
Toy distribution takes place early 
in December. Small stuffed animals 
are also distributed to local police 
agencies and ambulance crews to 
give to traumatized children.

In addition to donated toys, 
many individuals and companies 
generously provide funding, 
which last year totaled more 
than $20,000. Included in that 
amount was revenue generated by 
an annual golf tournament, coin 
collection cans at restaurants, etc., 
and the sale of Toys for Tots train 
cut-outs for $1 each. All cash funds 
are turned over to the Marine Toys 
For Tots Foundation, the official 
501 C (3) nonprofit organization, 
which provides program funding as 
needed.
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peek in on a
christmas past

BY tOMMY riggS
pHOtOS COurteSY OF  

tHe SHriver HOuSe
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During the holidays, the Shriver House Museum 
celebrates Christmas in Civil War style.

T
The Shriver House Museum on Baltimore Street in Gettysburg tells the 
story of the Battle of Gettysburg from the perspective of average citizens. 
During the holidays, the museum celebrates Christmas in Civil War style. 
It teaches how the holidays were celebrated by an average family while 
fathers, sons, and husbands were away fighting as soldiers. The Shriver 
family included George and Hettie and their daughters, Sadie and Mollie, 
who were seven and five years old, respectively, at the time of the battle.

“This house was abandoned for 30 years, and it was restored to tell 
the story of many different families throughout town,” said museum 

director Nancie Gudmestad. “The house was built months 
before the Civil War began. The cool thing about this tour 
is that you see every room in the house, including the attic 
and the cellar.”

The tour encompasses the entire Shriver House, 
which is a building adjacent to the museum. During the 
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Christmas season, visitors get the 
year-round tour plus information 
about Christmas. The museum 
staff decorates both the house 
and the museum for the holiday 
season.

“At Christmastime, we decorate 
the house in the 1860s-style 
Christmas,” said Gudmestad. “In 
addition, we talk about Christmas 
celebrations and traditions.”

With a four-foot-tall Christmas 
tree on a table and greens 
decorating the house, a Civil War 
Christmas in the 1860s included 
many of the same concepts seen 
today.
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Shamrock
Restaurant

Fitzgerald’s

since 1963

Lunch & Dinner Daily

301-271-2912
www.ShamrockRestaurant.com
6 miles south of the Mason/Dixon 

Line on US Rt. 15

301-271-2912

Shamrock Gi f t  Cer t i f i ca tes
The per fec t  g i f t  fo r  Fami ly,  

F r iends,  &  Assoc ia tes !

•  Fried Fresh Oysters
•  Irish Shepherd’s Pie
•  Irish Fish & Chips

GETTYSBURG CANCER CENTER

GETTYSBURG CANCER CENTER 20 Expedition Trail, Suite 101• 717-334-4033
HANovER CANCER CENTER 250 Fame Ave, Suite 206B • 717- 698-1564
WESTmiNSTER CANCER CENTER 826 Washington Rd., Suite 204 • 717- 857-8272

Medical Oncology, Suite 101
Satish A. Shah, MD
Director of Medical Oncology

Raymond B. Weiss, MD, FACP
Howard I. Saiontz, MD

Tina A. Khair, DO

Radiation Oncology, Suite 100
717-334-8333

Vincent Capostagno, MD, FACRO
Director of Radiation Oncology

David Cunningham, Ph.D, DABR
Director of Medical Physics

Diagnostic Imaging, Suite 102
717-337-5991

Naresh C. Gupta, MD, FACNP
Director of Diagnostic Radiology

“They did put angels on 
top of their Christmas trees,” 
said Gudmestad. “They did use 
mistletoe and hang stockings up 
on the mantle. If a child was very 
good throughout the year, they 
could expect to see an orange at 
the bottom of their stockings.

“The children of the time were 
definitely familiar with Santa 
Claus and reindeer. Rudolph wasn’t 
born until the mid-1900s.”

Children left cookies and other 
treats for Santa, and a note on 
Sadie’s desk asks Santa to bring 
her father home for Christmas.

Gudmestad also explained a 
few differences in tradition from 
today.

“They used to put flags on the 
Christmas trees,” she said. “They 
didn’t wrap their presents in paper. 
They literally just stuffed their 
presents inside the Christmas tree. 
Normally, a tree at Christmastime 
would be so chock-full of presents 
that you could barely see the tree. 
We don’t have tons of toys in there 
because times were tough.”

For larger gifts, people cut 
out branches in the tree to make a 
type of shelf on which the presents 
could sit. People also decorated 
their trees with real candles, which 
they would light only once, with a 
bucket of water nearby.

In an effort to make the house 
feel alive and lived in, the museum 
staff recreates the scents that 
would have filled the house at the 
time. Before every tour, the staff 
makes a fresh batch of popcorn 
and sprays Christmas fragrances in 
the house to make it smell like it 
would have in 1863. The scents of 
Christmas were refreshing from the 
smells of war.

“They say that the smell (of 
war) permeated throughout town 
through Thanksgiving,” said 
Gudmestad.

The Shriver House has a new 
Christmas card every year based on 
the Shriver family. The cards are 
made by Amy Lindenberger, artist 
and owner of Civil War Fine Art 
in Gettysburg. This year, her card 

will be introduced at the museum’s 
Thanksgiving evening tours.

During the Battle of 
Gettysburg, Hettie took her 
children to her parents’ house 
between Little Roundtop and Big 
Roundtop to stay there during 
the fighting. Soldiers used The 
Shriver House during the battle as 
a post for sharpshooters and as a 
hospital.

At Christmastime, the Shrivers 
set their dinner table for four, not 
three, praying that George, who 
was out fighting the war, would be 
home for Christmas dinner. George 
was able to be home for a four-
day Christmas visit before leaving 
again to fight.

For additional information on 
the Shriver House Museum, visit 
shriverhouse.org.



 Teasing your palate with 
the fascinating fare of area eateries.

by dIcK WaTSon
PHoToGraPHy by
darryl WHeeler

DiningDELECTAbLE

Few people spend more than a day in Gettysburg 
without visiting the Dobbin House Tavern.

Built more than 200 years ago, it is the oldest and 
most historic building in town. Its presence helped in 
the founding of the town, served as a private home and 
school, a respite for weary travelers, a sanctuary along 
the “Underground Railroad,” a hospital during the Battle 
of Gettysburg and, for more than 30 years, the place for 
tourists and locals alike to go for casual and fine dining. 

With its native stone walls, seven fireplaces, restored 
hand-carved woodwork, antique furnishings, candlelight 
meals, and authentic period clothing of its staff, the 
Dobbin House is an authentic Colonial tavern. 

Its romantic, intimate ambiance begins at 11:30 
a.m. as a visitor descends a tight stairway down to the 
Springhouse Tavern with its two fireplaces, booths, well-
stocked bar, soups, salads, more than two-dozen hot/cold 
sandwiches as well as a half-dozen entrees. 

Its libations feature a wide selection of local, 
national and international beers as well as traditional 
alcoholic drinks. For the more adventurous and daring 
patron, there are three specialities of the house. Rum 
Bellies Vengeance is a concoction of light & dark rums, 
exotic liqueurs and fruit juices. Described as “absolutely 
incredible,” it is limited to two per customer. Don’s 
Derring-Do is a flavorful blend of apricot brandy, orange 

The Dobbin House
89 steinwehr avenue
Gettysburg, Pa 17325

717-334-2100
dobbinhouse.com

“ There’s a fantastic staf f here 
that strives every day to be 
friendly, serve with a smile, and 
accommodate our guests as 
much as possible.” Jacqueline White

Dobbin House owner

GOOd
FOOd, atMOSphere, and SerVice
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and pineapple juices and Southern 
Comfort. Philadelphia Fish House 
Punch is a concoction of rum, two 
brandies and fruit juices.

At 5 p.m., the upstairs 
Alexander Dobbin Dining Rooms 
open. It’s where patrons can enjoy 
a candlelight meal of outstanding 
food served by a well-trained and 
friendly staff in either the Dining 
Room, Library, Parlour, Study, 
Spinning Room or Bedroom. 
Together with the Springhouse 
Tavern, seating capacity is 220. 

“The key to our success is 
definitely having good food, good 

atmosphere and good service,” said 
owner Jacqueline White. “There’s 
a fantastic staff here that strives 
every day to be friendly, serve 
with a smile and accommodate 
our guests as much as possible.” 
She added that the majority of her 
staff, like Rick Beamer, general 
manager who started in the 
kitchen in 1980, are more than 10- 
and 20-year employees. 

Guests surveying the Dobbin 
House menu will find a large 
selection of fresh cut steaks, fresh 
seafood, some local favorites and 
selected wines. One particular item 
that has attracted many a guest is 

the tavern’s French Onion 
Soup with meat. It has 
been a popular item since 
the restaurant opened. 

Other long-standing 
popular entrees are 
Drunken Scallops that are 
sauteed with bacon and 
herbs, then drowned in 

Chablis and served in a succulent 
sauce; the Prime Rib, cooked to 
one’s choice of size and doneness 
in a reflector oven with its juices 
locked in; Duck a la Adams County 
is a half duckling roasted in a 
hearth oven with tart apples and 
hard cider that is served with 
a delicious, seasoned orange 
sauce. Several crab, beef, pork, 
veal, chicken and seafood entrees 
are also available with fresh 
vegetables, salads, homemade 
breads and desserts. Available also 
is a 130-seat banquet room with 
buffet dining. 

In a recent Pick of the County 
readers’ survey conducted by the 
Gettysburg Times, the Dobbin 
House Tavern won for Best Fine 
Dining and Best French Onion 
Soup. 

The tavern is open year-
round with the exception of 
Thanksgiving, Christmas and 
New Year’s Day. Reservations are 
recommended.
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BY JennA FAuSt

pHOtOS COurteSY 
CHAd-ALAn CArr

F
For Chad-Alan Carr, Founding Executive and Artistic Director 
for the Gettysburg Community Theatre, sharing his love for the 
holiday play A Christmas Carol, comes easily. 

“It’s a script that I grew up on as a kid in theatre outside of 
Houston, Texas. That’s why it hits very close to home for me,” 
he said.

Carr will be directing the play for the second consecutive 
year at the community theatre. 

“We plan on it being a tradition for the holidays,” he said. 
A Christmas Carol is a perfect play to help young actors develop, 
Carr explained. 

“You get to see the kids grow throughout each year. They 
get excited to move up the ranks, similar to ballet and The 
Nutcracker,” he said. 

As a community theatre, Carr also looks for adults to 
participate in the productions.

“This is a Charles Dickens classic with lots of singing 
and Christmas carols. It is perfect for all ages and families. 
Adults can audition for it as well,” said Carr. Last year, the play 
showcased about 30 local actors.

BeGinninG
a hOliday
traditiOn

“ We plan on (A Christmas 
Carol) being a tradition for  
the holidays.” Chad-Alan Carr

Founding Executive 
and Artistic Director,

Get tysburg Community Theatre
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“We had around 20 kids and 
10 adults participate last year,” 
Carr said.

The fall and winter season 
tends to be very busy for Carr. 

“Our fall is just really busy. 
The Saturday after Thanksgiving 
has always been our Christmas 
concert. This year we are doing a 
Home for the Holidays theme. We 
will have alums from Gettysburg 
High School, Gettysburg College 
and the theatre performing with 
current actors,” he said. 

“In the fall there is a show 
every other week. We like to 
keep our kids and community 
performing.” 

Next year the theatre will 
celebrate it’s fifth anniversary. 

“It is very exciting. We will 
have some productions to go 
along with the 150th Gettysburg 
anniversary,” Carr said. 

On occasions, Carr participates 
as an actor in some of the 
productions.

“Sometimes we do productions 
with a guest director and I will 
perform but this year I am just a 
director.”

The theatre is located inside 
the old Elks building on York 
Street. 

“We have renovated the first 
floor and we hope to be able to 
expand and operate other parts of 
the building. We have our offices, 
piano room, voice office, restroom, 
lounge and box office. It seats 80 
so it’s intimate and parents enjoy 

the atmosphere because they 
can really watch their children 
perform,” said Carr. 

The theatre also offers 
computerized theatrical and sound 
equipment. 

Carr said he is optimistic 
about the future growth potential 
of the theatre.

“We are growing and it’s 
very exciting. We are embracing 
all types of theatre. We recently 
started our cabaret theatre. It is 
still fun for the family and there 
is a cheese and wine reception at 
the end. It’s like a night out on the 
town.”

For more information on Carr 
or the Gettysburg Community 
Theatre, visit the website at 
GettysburgCommunityTheatre.org.
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   wo months after September 
of 1862’s Battle of Antietam, 
President Abraham Lincoln 
replaced Union Major General 
George McClellan with Major 
General Ambrose Burnside. As 
historians say, McClellan was not 
aggressive enough in attacking 
Confederate Gen. Robert E. Lee 
following the Union’s narrow 
victory at Antietam.

It was the Rebels, however, 
who would prove victorious in 
December of 1862. A delay in 
crossing the Rappahannock River 
made for a lost opportunity for 
Burnside’s army to crush half of 
Lee’s before the other half had 
arrived in November.

The bulk of Union forces 
crossed into Fredericksburg, 
Virginia, on December 11 and 12, 
1862, occupying and looting the 
town.

On the morning of December 
13, 1862, Major General George 
Meade led an assault supported 
by Brigadier Generals Abner 
Doubleday and John Gibbon. 
Around 1:30 in the afternoon, a 
Confederate counterattack forced 
Union divisions to withdraw.

Even though the Union army 
outnumbered the Confederates 
by almost 30,000 men, the 
Confederates were victorious after 
a total of 16 brigade-strength 
charges were made against the 

Rebels’ stone wall atop Marye’s 
Heights.

“It is well that war is so 
terrible, or we should grow too 
fond of it,” Lee reportedly said as 
he witnessed the fighting.

Union casualties were 
far more than those of the 
Confederates and on the night 
of December 13, many Union 
soldiers had to spend the freezing 
night on the 400-yard open plain, 
pinned down by their Confederate 
counterparts. On the following 
afternoon, Burnside asked Lee for 
and received a truce to tend to his 
wounded.

Afterwards, Burnside 
took his men back across the 
Rappahannock River to Stafford 
Heights. A later attempt to move 
north around Lee’s left flank failed 
as January rains turned roads into 
mud pits. Burnside was replaced 
by Major General Joseph Hooker on 
January 26, 1863.

Beginning December 7, 2012, 
living history presentations, 
tours and battle re-enactments 
will commemorate the 150th 
anniversary of the Battle of 
Fredericksburg. Events will 
conclude with a wreath-laying 
ceremony at the Kirkland Memorial 
on December 9.

Historians will host various 
events such as Fire in the 
Streets, Across the Bloody Plain, 

and Smoke on the Water, from 
December 7-15.

The events, many sponsored 
by the National Park Service’s 
Fredericksburg and Spotsylvania 
National Military Park, will 
be much like those to come to 
Gettysburg in 2013.

Beginning June 27, ten days of 
activities are planned to coincide 
with the battle’s sesquicentennial 
anniversary, including two re-
enactments, the annual lecture 
series, A Sacred Trust, sponsored 
by the Gettysburg Foundation, 
a commemorative ceremony on 
June 30 — the eve of the three-
day battle — held by the National 
Park Service, the grand opening 
of the Seminary Ridge Museum, 
the annual Battle of Hunterstown 
commemoration and anticipated 
tours and other interpretive 
programs offered at Gettysburg 
National Military Park (GNMP).

For more information 
on Fredericksburg’s 150th 
anniversary events, visit visitfred.
com/events/150th-anniversary-
of-battle-of-fredericksburg or 
fredericksburg150.org.

The Gettysburg Convention 
and Visitors Bureau has compiled 
a complete list of 2013 activities 
at gettysburgcivilwar150.com. 
Also, visit GNMP’s blog, From the 
Fields of Gettysburg, at npsgnmp.
wordpress.com.

BY MArK WALterS
the photographic History of the Civil War, vol. i, page 26-b
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Frosty Fun Moments Are Waiting 
in  

Franklin County! 
 

IceFest 2013 
January 31-February 3 

in downtown Chambersburg 
 

Over 50 Sculptures, Live Carving Of Giants, Chili 
Cook Off, Giant Ice Slide, Fireworks &              

Pictures In The Giant Ice Throne 

www.ExploreFranklinCountyPA.com 

Facebook.com/FCVBen 

https://pinterest.com/fcvb 

866.646.8060    717.709.7204 

Pin IceFest! 

HANOVER, PA
717-632-2345

WESTMINSTER, MD
410-848-7211

ELDERSBURG, MD
410-795-1051

HUNT VALLEY, MD
410-840-5672

Buy Your 
Christmas Gifts 
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Gifts Delivered by Our ReinDeere!
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DECEMBER 2012

Now-Dec. 29. The Way Off Broadway Dinner Theatre, 
Frederick, MD, presents Season’s Greetings. For more 
information and tickets, visit wayoffbroadway.com.
Dec. 1-31. An Eisenhower Christmas will be celebrated at 
the Eisenhower National Historic Site, Gettysburg. For more 
information, visit nps.gov/eise.
Dec. 1. The Gettysburg Foundation offers Encounters with 
History, a lecture by Charles Fennell. For more information 
and to register, visit gettysburgfoundation.org or call 717-
339-2161.
Dec. 1, 8 a.m.-3 p.m. The Gettysburg Garden Club will hold 
a Christmas Greens and Gourmet Gift Sale at the Charlie 
Sterner Building, Gettysburg Recreation Park, Gettysburg. 
For more information, call 717-334-7688.
Dec. 1, 1 p.m. La Clemenza di Tito will be presented by 
The Met and shown live in HD at the Majestic Theater, 25 
Carlisle St., Gettysburg. For more information and tickets, 
call 717-337-8200.
Dec. 1, 1-2:30 p.m. A natural wreath-making workshop will 
be held at Strawberry Hill Nature Preserve, Fairfield. For 
more information, visit strawberryhill.org.
Dec. 1, 5-6:30 p.m. The Gettysburg Foundation presents 
An Evening with the Painting at the Gettysburg National 
Military Park Museum and Visitor Center. For more 
information and to register, call 877-874-2478 or visit 
gettysburgfoundation.org.
Dec. 1, 6-9 p.m. Jazz Me will perform at Hauser After Hours 
at Hauser Estate Winery, 410 Cashtown Road, Biglerville. 
For more information, visit hauserestate.com or call 717-
334-4888.
Dec. 1, 7 p.m. Disney’s Phineas and Ferb will appear at the 
Hershey Theatre, Hershey. For more information and tickets, 
visit hersheytheatre.com.
Dec. 1, 7:30 p.m. Robert Irvine will perform at the Strand 
Capitol Performing Arts Center, York. For more information, 
visit mystrandcapitol.org.
Dec. 1, 8 p.m. Arlo Guthrie will perform at the Whitaker 
Center, Harrisburg. For more information and tickets, call 
717-214-ARTS.
Dec. 1, 8 p.m. Skippyjon Jones will perform at the H. Ric 
Luhrs Performing Arts Center, Shippensburg. For more 
information and tickets, visit www.luhrscenter.com or call 
717-477-SHOW.
Dec. 2, 3 p.m. The Sunderman Percussion Ensemble will 
perform at the Majestic Theater, 25 Carlisle St., Gettysburg. 
For more information and tickets, call 717-337-8200.
Dec. 2, 7:30 p.m. Music, Gettysburg! presents Festival 
Choral Vespers with the Schola Cantorum at the Lutheran 
Theological Seminary chapel. For more information, visit 
musicgettysburg.org.

Dec. 3, 7:30 p.m. Daryl Hall and John Oates will perform at 
the Strand Capitol Performing Arts Center, York. For more 
information, visit mystrandcapitol.org.
Dec. 4-9. The Hershey Theatre, Hershey, presents 
Mary Poppins. For more information and tickets, visit 
hersheytheatre.com.
Dec. 5, 6-9 p.m. Ladies Night will be held at Hauser 
Estate Winery, 410 Cashtown Road, Biglerville. For more 
information, visit hauserestate.com or call 717-334-4888.
Dec. 7, 7 p.m. Bill Gaither will perform at the Giant Center, 
Hershey. For more information and tickets, call 717-534-
3405 or visit giantcenter.com.
Dec. 7, 8 p.m. The Sunderman Wind Symphony will perform 
at the Majestic Theater, 25 Carlisle St., Gettysburg. For more 
information and tickets, call 717-337-8200.
Dec. 7-8, 5-7 p.m.; Dec. 14-15, 12-3 p.m. Photos with Santa 
in the Pink Cabin will be offered at Strawberry Hill Nature 
Preserve, Fairfield. For more information and to schedule an 
appointment, call 717-642-5840.
Dec. 7-8, 7 p.m.; Dec. 8-9, 2 p.m. The Gettysburg Community 
Theatre, 49 York St., Gettysburg, presents “Frosty The 
Snowman.” For more information and tickets, call 717-334-
2692 or visit gettysburgcommunitytheatre.org.

Goin’ On?WHAT’S
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Dec. 8, 1 p.m. Un Ballo in Maschera will be presented by 
The Met and shown live in HD at the Majestic Theater, 25 
Carlisle St., Gettysburg. For more information and tickets, 
call 717-337-8200.
Dec. 8, 6-9 p.m. Maria Rose and Danny Elswick will perform 
at Hauser After Hours at Hauser Estate Winery, 410 
Cashtown Road, Biglerville. For more information, visit 
hauserestate.com or call 717-334-4888.
Dec. 8, 8 p.m. Clay Aiken will perform at the H. Ric Luhrs 
Performing Arts Center, Shippensburg. For more information 
and tickets, visit luhrscenter.com or call 717-477-SHOW.
Dec. 8-9. The Nutcracker will be presented at the Strand 
Capitol Performing Arts Center, York. For more information, 
visit mystrandcapitol.org.
Dec. 9, 7 p.m. tobyMac will perform at the Giant Center, 
Hershey. For more information and tickets, call 717-534-
3911 or visit hersheyentertainment.com
Dec. 12, 6-9 p.m. Dancing with the Vines will be held at 
Hauser Estate Winery, 410 Cashtown Road, Biglerville. For 
more information, visit hauserestate.com or call 717-334-
4888.
Dec. 12, 7:30 p.m. The Vienna Boys Choir will perform at 
the H. Ric Luhrs Performing Arts Center, Shippensburg. For 
more information and tickets, visit luhrscenter.com or call 
717-477-SHOW.
Dec. 12, 7:30 p.m. Jim Brickman will perform at the Strand 
Capitol Performing Arts Center, York. For more information, 
visit mystrandcapitol.org.
Dec. 14, 7:30-9 p.m. Strawberry Hill Nature Preserve, 
Fairfield, invites children to attend Fireside Friday, including 
open mic, story telling, music, artists and poetry. For more 
information, visit strawberryhill.org.
Dec. 14, 8 p.m. Rita Coolidge will perform at the Whitaker 
Center, Harrisburg. For more information and tickets, call 
717-214-ARTS.
Dec. 14-15, 7 p.m.; Dec. 15-16, 2 p.m. The Gettysburg 
Community Theatre, 49 York St., Gettysburg, presents “A 
Christmas Carol.” For more information and tickets, call 
717-334-2692 or visit gettysburgcommunitytheatre.org.
Dec. 14-16. York Little Theatre, 27 S. Belmont St., York, 
presents A Musical Christmas Card. For more information 
and tickets, visit ylt.org.
Dec. 15, 1 p.m. Aida will be presented by The Met and 
shown live in HD at the Majestic Theater, 25 Carlisle St., 
Gettysburg. For more information and tickets, call 717-337-
8200.
Dec. 15, 3 p.m. River City Brass will perform at the Strand 
Capitol Performing Arts Center, York. For more information, 
visit mystrandcapitol.org.
Dec. 15, 6-9 p.m. Voxology will perform at Hauser After 
Hours at Hauser Estate Winery, 410 Cashtown Road, 
Biglerville. For more information, visit hauserestate.com or 
call 717-334-4888.
Dec. 17, 8 p.m. Mannheim Steamroller will perform at the 
Hershey Theatre, Hershey. For more information and tickets, 
call 717-534-3405 or visit hersheytheatre.com

Dec. 18, 7:30 p.m. Shrek the Musical will be presented the H. 
Ric Luhrs Performing Arts Center, Shippensburg. For more 
information and tickets, visit www.luhrscenter.com or call 
717-477-SHOW.
Dec. 21, 4 p.m. & 8 p.m. The Trans-Siberian Orchestra will 
perform at the Giant Center, Hershey. For more information 
and tickets, call 717-534-3405 or visit www.giantcenter.
com.
Dec. 21, 8 p.m. Bowfire: Holiday Heart Strings will perform 
at the Majestic Theater, 25 Carlisle St., Gettysburg. For more 
information and tickets, call 717-337-8200.
Dec. 22, 4 p.m. & 8 p.m. Straight No Chaser will perform at 
the Hershey Theatre, Hershey. For more information and 
tickets, visit hersheytheatre.com.

Dec. 22, 6-9 p.m. Blythe Spirits will perform at Hauser 
After Hours at Hauser Estate Winery, 410 Cashtown Road, 
Biglerville. For more information, visit hauserestate.com or 
call 717-334-4888.
Dec. 29, 6-9 p.m. The Al Parsons Band will perform at 
Hauser After Hours at Hauser Estate Winery, 410 Cashtown 
Road, Biglerville. For more information, visit hauserestate.
com or call 717-334-4888.
Dec. 29, 8 p.m. Get the Led Out will perform at the Whitaker 
Center, Harrisburg. For more information and tickets, call 
717-214-ARTS.
Dec. 31, 7:30 p.m. Annie will be shown at the Majestic 
Theater, 25 Carlisle St., Gettysburg. For more information 
and tickets, call 717-337-8200.

JANUARY 2013

Jan. 5, 12 p.m. Les Troyens will be presented by The Met and 
shown live in HD at the Majestic Theater, 25 Carlisle St., 
Gettysburg. For more information and tickets, call 717-337-
8200.
Jan. 11-13. Elmo’s Super Heroes will be presented at the 
Hershey Theatre, Hershey. For more information, visit 
hersheytheatre.com.
Jan. 11-13 & Jan. 17-20. The York Little Theatre, 27 S. 
Belmont St., York, presents Deathtrap. For more information 
and tickets, visit ylt.org.

Straight No Chaser
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Jan. 13, 4 p.m. Felix Hell will perform 
at the Lutheran Theological Seminary 
chapel, Gettysburg. For more 
information, visit musicgettysburg.org.
Jan. 16, 7:30 p.m. The Queen 
Extravaganza will be presented 
at Hershey Theatre, Hershey. For 
more information and tickets, visit 
hersheytheatre.com.
Jan. 17, 7:30 p.m. The Pipes and Drums 
of the Black Watch and the Band 
of the Scots Guards will perform at 
the Majestic Theater, 25 Carlisle St., 
Gettysburg. For more information and 
tickets, call 717-337-8200.
Jan. 17, 7:30 p.m. The Midtown Men 
will perform at the Strand Capitol 
Performing Arts Center, York. For more 
information, visit mystrandcapitol.org.
Jan. 18, 7:30 p.m. The Black Watch 

and Band of the Scots Guards will perform at the Strand 
Capitol Performing Arts Center, York. For more information, visit 
mystrandcapitol.org.
Jan. 19, 1 p.m. Maria Stuarda will be presented by The Met 
and shown live in HD at the Majestic Theater, 25 Carlisle St., 
Gettysburg. For more information and tickets, call 717-337-8200.
Jan. 25, 7 p.m. Dancing with the Local Stars will be presented 
at the Majestic Theater, 25 Carlisle St., Gettysburg. For more 
information and tickets, call 717-337-8200.
Jan. 25, 7:30 p.m. Simple Gifts will perform at the Lutheran 
Theological Seminary chapel, Gettysburg. For more information, 
visit musicgettysburg.org.
Jan. 25, 8 p.m. Rick Springfield will perform at the Hershey 
Theatre, Hershey. For more information and tickets, 
visithersheytheatre.com. This show is rescheduled from October 
18.
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WANT THE 
CONVENIENCE 

OF HOME  
DELIVERY?

The Gettysburg Companion 
magazine, now in its eighth 
year of publication, is compli-
mentary and available from 
over 100 area advertisers, 
retailers, and merchants. But 
have you considered the conve-
nience of having the magazine 
delivered right to your door? 
Our subscription rate is $18 for 
one year and $27 for two years, 
which is the best bargain. Use 
this handy order form and sub-
scribe today to ensure that you 
don’t miss a single issue. You 
can also subscribe online at: 
gettysburgcompanion.com.

NAME ________________________________

ADDRESS _____________________________

______________________________________

CITY _________________________________

STATE ________ ZIP ____________________

PHONE _______________________________

Mail your check or money order to:  
Gettysburg Companion 

Magazine,  
P O Box 3669,  

Gettysburg, PA 17325

32

Authentic German
Glass Ornaments • Erzgebirge Folk Art 

Smokers • Füchtner Nutcrackers 
Schwibbögens • Wooden Miniatures 

Music Boxes • Nativities
Papier Mâché Figures & Candy Containers___________________________________

~

Visitors to The Christmas Haus marvel at our vast selection from Germany.
110 Lincoln Way West (Route 30) • New Oxford, PA • next to the Train Station

(717) 624–9646 • www.TheChristmasHaus.com 
9 miles East of Gettysburg • 10 a.m.–5 p.m. Daily 

STONEBROOK
independent living

AT

Monthly Rent Starting at $2,200
Life Lease Options as low as $50,000

STONELODGE APARTMENTS

6375 Chambersburg Rd, Fayetteville, PA
717-352-2721 • LaurelRunLiving.com

COST INCLUDES:
• Meals Served in Dining Room • Fitness Center
• Scheduled Transportation • Community Room

 • Campus Programing
• Housekeeping  •  & Much More 

Call About Our 

Fall Move-In Specials!
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Area residents from all walks  
of life, who are out & about,  
doing this & that.

COMMUNITY

(below) Jeffrey Gabel, left, founding executive 
director of the Majestic Theater in Gettysburg, 
and Ray Ficca, artistic director of the Totem Pole 
Playhouse, celebrate the Gettysburg premiere of the 
movie “Route 30 Too.” photo by john armstrong

(left) Bargain 
hunters look for 
deals at Gettysburg’s 
downtown antique 
market.  
photo by darryl wheeler

(above) Adams County 
residents being inducted 
into the Pennsylvania 
Voter Hall of Fame 
are joined by friends 
and family at the 
Wyndham Hotel. Each 
was presented with a 
certificate for having 
voted in each general 
election for at least the 
past 50 years.  
photo by bill schwartz

Faces

(below) From left, Shelva Meckley, Abbottstown judge of 
elections; Marty Qually, county commissioner; and Monica 
Dutko, county director of elections and voter registration, 
review results at the Adams County courthouse.  
photo by john armstrong

(below) Congressional Medal 
of Honor recipient Barney 
Barnum, during a visit to 
Gettysburg.  
photo by john armstrong
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(above right) Robert Zellner was honored as a Lions 
Club Ambassador of Goodwill.  Zellner has organized 
the Pennsylvania Lions All-State Band for 30 years. 
photo by darryl wheeler

(below right) A four-legged friend is distracted 
as Pastor Timothy Kielley of New Hope Faith 
Community offers a blessing at  Pet Blessing Day  
at Hillcrest Restaurant near Littlestown.  
photo by john armstrong

(right) James Roach speaks at the annual wreath-
laying ceremony at the statue of Dwight D. 
Eisenhower on the Gettysburg College campus in 
October. photo by bill schwartz

(below) Fairfield Junior Isaiah Logue on his way 
to winning the State golf title.  
photo by john armstrong

(below) Battlefield Harley owner David 
Levan, at an event where Bike Week 
proceeds were distributed.  
photo by darryl wheeler

(above) Fifty  walkers take part 
in the CROP Walk on the Esther 
Little Trail at Oakside Park in 
October. The event was held by 
local churches to raise money 
for local food pantries and 
international hunger.  
photo by darryl wheeler



By John Winkelman

This is a continuing series of articles, researched and 
written by John Winkelman, on the taverns, inns, and 
hotels in Adams County and surrounding vicinity. 

John is a Licensed Battlefield Guide and past president 
of the Civil War Roundtable of Gettysburg. He and his 
wife, Cheryl, moved to Gettysburg from New Jersey 
several years ago.

Washington HotelThe
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In 1857, Israel Yount became the 
proprietor of the newest hotel 
in Gettysburg, the Washington. 
Located on the corner of Carlisle 

Street and Railroad Avenue, he 
has an excellent location. The 
new railroad was coming to town 
and the Washington was located 
across the street from the new train 
station. When train service started 
in December 1858 the station was 
not complete so the front parlor 
of the hotel served as a temporary 
ticket office. Even after the station 
opened in May 1859 the bar at the 
Washington remained a favorite 
waiting area for travelers.

Mr. Yount was doing fine until 
the summer of 1863 when the Civil 
War came to Gettysburg. On June 
30, 1863 General Buford’s Union 
cavalry rode into town and that 
evening the streets of town were 
crowded with Union cavalrymen. 
Israel Yount’s seven year old 
daughter, Emma, was playing 
outside when one of the soldiers, 
who was sitting on her doorstep, 
asked her to come and talk with 
him.

He told her that he had a little 
girl at home and that on the coming 
day a great battle would be fought, 
and that he might not see his little 
girl again. He asked her if she 
would kiss him for his daughter’s 
sake. Emma asked her mother if 
she could do this and her mother 
said that under the circumstances 
she could do so, which she did. The 
soldier then gave her a beautiful 
silk handkerchief. The border was 
striped with red, white and blue 
and in the center was a picture of 
George Washington. Emma kept that 

Gettysburg

treasure the rest of her life. She always wondered if the Union soldier ever got home 
to his little girl. Today that handkerchief is in the possession of the Adams County 
Historical Society.

On the morning of July 1st, Mr. Yount and his family left Gettysburg and the 
hotel was taken over by Dr. James Farley, surgeon of the 14th Brooklyn, and he 
set up a field hospital. That morning, 50-60 men from that regiment, who had 
been wounded on McPherson’s Ridge, 
were brought to the hotel for medical 
attention. On the afternoon of the 1st, 
as the Confederates closed in from the 
north, the hotel was in the line of fire 
and was hit twice by artillery shells, 
one taking off the thigh and thumb 
of one of the hospital attendants. Dr. 
Farley remained in the hotel throughout 
the battle taking care of the wounded. 
It appears that the Washington was 
the only hotel in town that was used 
as a field hospital. John Will makes no 
mention of the Globe being used to care 
for the wounded, neither does George 
McClellan of the McClellan House nor 
John Tate of the Eagle.

In 1864 Cornelius Haines took over from Yount and the 
hotel continued operation well into the 20th century, but 
it became very rundown and finally, in 1926, it was torn 
down to make way for a new bus terminal. An article in the 
Gettysburg Times on January 20, 1926 described the end of the 
Washington and how demolishing it will improve the whole 
area. The article then went on to say that the old train station 
across the street should also be replaced, as it had become an 
eyesore. Thankfully it was not.

Unfortunately there are not many photo images of the Washington. The Adams County Historical Society 
only has one poor photo, which you see here, that was actually blown up from an advertisement.

Silk handkerchief given to Emma Yount Stumf 
by an unknown Union soldier on the evening 
before the Battle of Gettysburg. Original now on 
display at the Adams County Historical Society.
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www.DiscoverItAllWV.com
866-HELLO-WV

• Appalachian Trail Headquarters
• Fishing, Tubing, Hiking, Biking
• John Brown’s Raid
• Civil War Sesquicentennial
• Horse Racing, Slots
  & New Table Gaming
• Harpers Ferry National 
  Historical Park
• C&O Canal National Park
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Foremost. For You.™ 

BY LAND OR BY SEA
The right insurance coverage for your home and cars is important.  
That’s why the Foremost® Home and Auto programs are two of the 
most adaptable policies available, and thanks to our multi-policy  
discount that includes programs for motorcycles, boats and more,  

they’re also among the most affordable.

Talk to your local Foremost Agency to learn more.  
Find one today at Foremost.com.


