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9 CHAMBERSBURG ST. | GETTYSBURG | 334-6609 | www.alittleirishtoo.com

a lit’le Irish, Tooa lit’le Irish, Too
~ IRISH GIFTS & COLLECTIBLES ~

Saint Patrick’s Day
March 17th

A Lit’le Irish, Too
~ Irish gi   store ~PICK UP THE PERFECT

VALENTINE’S GIFT FOR YOUR 
FAVORITE LAD OR LASS

View Our Menu at: www.TommysPizzaInc.com

105 STEINWEHR AVE., GETTYSBURG, PA
1 1  1   E  I ,  ,   P U  W

FEATURING: Pizza, Stromboli, Assorted Sub Menu,
Wings, Salads and More!

PEN 11A
AI Y

1 Baltimore St. | Gettysburg, PA 17325 | 717-398-0799 | www.watchmaker.net

k h h kk h h k

TRUE FRIENDS BOUTIQUE AND BEAD STORE
22 Baltimore St. | Gettysburg | 717-334-2800

39 N. Washington Street | Gettysburg, PA 717-337-1423

See Us First For Plants, Roses, 
Wreaths and All Your Wedding 

Flowers, Too!

Participating GARMA Members plan extended hours featuring extra hospitality, refreshments, specials,
sales, entertainment, or interactive events for your convenience and enjoyment each 1st Friday of the month.

ATTENTION GARMA MEMBER
Call 717-334-1131

To Place Your Ad Here
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EDITOR’SNotebook
BY ALEX J. HAYES

Some stories are just screaming to be told.

I was at a Chamber of Commerce breakfast when I was first introduced to About 

it All, a Hanover business that makes custom apparel and window decals. Robert 

“Tony” Myers’ desire to help those with autism and similar disabilities was evident. 

I knew his story needed to be told, and writer Adam Michael does so nicely in this 

edition.

Modern aging is done in style. Cross Keys Village-The Brethren Home Community 

is one of many facilities that gives you the chance to live out your golden years in an 

active and luxurious way. Vanessa Pellechio, who won’t meet the age requirement to 

live in Cross Keys for many decades, recently visited the facility and has a story in 

this edition of our magazine.

About it All and Cross Keys help others, as do many other non-profit organizations 

in Adams County. A lot gets accomplished in this small county, thanks to the 

organizations’ willingness to work together. Jim Hale recently talked to Vickie 

Corbett of United Way of Adams County, Kathy Gaskin of Healthy Adams County 

and Deb Geesey of YWCA Gettysburg & Adams County to give readers a glimpse 

into how many committed people can make a huge impact.

Traffic and crowds are two of my biggest pet peeves, but the Newseum makes 

both annoyances worth the hassle. I have visited it a few times, and fellow journalist 

Jessica A. Rudy recently made her inaugural trek to the Washington D.C. museum 

for this edition’s “One Tank Traveler.” 

In delectable dining, Holly Fletcher tells us about how barbecue is a year-round 

business at Little Everett’s near Hanover. Darryl Wheeler’s pictures may cause you 

to stop reading and head out for a meal.

Delone Catholic alumni may know Mary Furlong as one of their teachers, but 

there is much more to her life story than the time she spent at the McSherrystown 

school. Ashley Andyshak Hayes recently sat down with Furlong for this issue’s 

“Personality Profile” and shares with us why Furlong thinks it is so important to 

“serve locally, and think globally.”

Andyshak Hayes also continues to rock out with local bands for “Beyond the 

Microphone.” Run the Willow is featured in this edition. They are fairly new so if 

you have not yet had the chance, be sure to check them out.

I hope you enjoy this edition of Gettysburg Companion. Thanks for reading. 
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Area residents from all walks 

of life, who are out & about, 

doing this & that.

1. Bradford Shughart from Fairfield Area High 

School was selected to perform in the PMEA 

District 7 Lower Band Festival, which was held 

on Jan. 9-10 at Conestoga Valley High School. 

(Photo by Darryl Wheeler)

2. Det. Tim Guise of the Cumberland Township 

Police Department receives a certificate after 

completing a crisis intervention training on 

Jan. 17. (Photo by Darryl Wheeler)

3. Magisterial District Justice Matthew 

Harvey recently completed his first year in 

office. (Photo by Jim Hale)

4. Genevieve Felty, Nathan Mares and 

Yianni Barakos discuss Rogue beer with the 

bartender at Hibrewnation, a gathering of 

craft beer brewers and related businesses 

which drew large crowds to the Allstar 

Sports Complex on Jan. 18. (Photo by John 

Armstrong)

5. Gettysburg Mayor William Troxell counts 

down to midnight on New Year’s Eve on the 

steps of the Gettysburg Hotel as his wife, 

Honey, looks on. (Photo by Darryl Wheeler)

6. Fairfield School District community 

members surprised outgoing Superintendent 

Bill Chain with a party at Taverna 5450 in 

Carroll Valley on Dec. 22. Chain was forced 

into retirement when the majority of school 

board members told him they did not 

intend to renew his contract. (Photo by John 

Armstrong)

7. Annie Douds and Shannon Harvey were 

two of dozens of runners who participated 

in the annual Christmas Eve Santa Run held 

in downtown Gettysburg on Christmas Eve 

morning. (Photo by Darryl Wheeler)

8. Vickie Corbett was recently named 

executive director of the United Way of 

Adams County. Corbett was previously the 

vice president and director of the volunteer 

center. (Photo by Darryl Wheeler)
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An elegant, award-winning
all suite boutique hotel in 
historic Gettysburg, PA

242 Baltimore Street,
Gettysburg, PA 17325

Sun: Noon-6pm | Mon-Thur: Noon-8pm
Fri-Sat: 11am-8pm

Visit our Tasting Rooms to Enjoy 
Our Award Winning Wines

Take a New Look
at Local Wines

www. .com

NOW IN GETTYSBURG!



Goin’ OnWHAT’S

COMPILED BY JESSICA A. RUDY

ONGOING
Now-March 7 
“Art, Artifact, Archive: African-
American Experiences in the Nineteenth 
Century” is on display at the Schmucker 
Art Gallery, Gettysburg College, 
Gettysburg. www.gettysburg.edu

Thursdays in February 

Open Mic Night at Hauser Estate 
Winery, 19 on the Square, Gettysburg. 
www.hauserestate.com

Fridays, Feb. 27-March 27, 5-7 p.m. 
4th annual St. Francis Xavier Lenten 
Fish Fry, St. Francis Xavier Center,  
465 Table Rock Road, Gettysburg. 
(717) 334-4048. www.stfxcc.org

Saturdays, 7-10 p.m. 
Hauser After Hours, Hauser Estate 
Winery, 410 Cashtown Road, 
Biglerville. www.hauserestate.com

Sundays in February, 1-4 p.m.  
Sweet Sundays at the Adams County 
Winery, 251 Peach Tree Road,  
Orrtanna and 25 Chambersburg St., 
Gettysburg. (717) 334-4631

Saturdays and Sundays through 
March 8, 1:30 p.m. 
Gettysburg National Military Park 
presents a series of lectures on Civil 
War history at the Gettysburg National 
Military Park Museum and Visitor 
Center, Baltimore Pike, Gettysburg. 
www.nps.gov/gett

Sundays in March, 12-4 p.m. 
Wine and Artesian Cheese tastings 
at the Adams County Winery, 251 
Peach Tree Road, Orrtanna and 25 
Chambersburg St., Gettysburg.  
(717) 334-4631

Feb. 1, 2 p.m. 
Gettysburg Community Theatre 
presents “Rent” at  

FEBRUARY
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Feb. 11, 6-9 p.m. 
Dancing with the Vines, Hauser 
Estate Winery, 410 Cashtown Road, 
Biglerville. www.hauserestate.com

Feb. 13, 5-7 p.m. 
Mardi Gras Social, Adams County 
Winery, 251 Peach Tree Road, 
Orrtanna. Reservations required.  
(717) 334-4631

Feb. 13, 7:30 p.m. 
Buckwheat Zydeco at the Majestic 
Theater, 25 Carlisle St., Gettysburg. 
www.gettysburgmajestic.org

Feb. 14 12:30 p.m. 
The MET Live presents “Iolanta” and 
“Bluebeard’s Castle” at the Majestic 
Theater, 25 Carlisle St., Gettysburg. 
www.gettysburgmajestic.org

Feb. 14, 1 p.m. 
Valentine’s Day Chocolate Delight Tea, 
Swope Manor Bed and Breakfast, 58-
60 York St., Gettysburg. Reservations 
required at placesthrutime@comcast.net 
or (717) 398-2684

Feb. 14, 6 p.m. 
Valentines Dinner, Hauser Estate 
Winery, 410 Cashtown Road, 
Biglerville. www.hauserestate.com. 
Reservations required

Feb. 15, 2 p.m. 
National Theatre Live presents  
“Treasure Island” at the Majestic 
Theater, 25 Carlisle St., Gettysburg. 
www.gettysburgmajestic.org

Feb. 16 
Community Appreciation Day  
at Gettysburg National Military Park 
Museum and Visitor Center,  
David Wills House,  
and Rupp House, Gettysburg.  
www.gettysburgfoundation.org

49 York St., Gettsburg.  
www.gettysburgcommunitytheatre.org

Feb. 4, 6:30 p.m. 
Mummenschanz at the Majestic 
Theater, 25 Carlisle St., Gettysburg. 
www.gettysburgmajestic.org

Feb. 5, 7-8:30 p.m. 
Owl Prowl, Strawberry Hill Nature 
Preserve, Fairfield. Pre-registration 
requested. www.strawberryhill.org

Feb. 6 

First Friday will be celebrated at 
retailers, restaurants, and galleries 
throughout downtown Gettysburg 
with sales and special events. 
gettysburgretailmerchants.com

Feb. 6-7 

Gettysburg Rocks will be held at 
venues throughout the Gettysburg area. 
Features live music from a variety of 
genres. Proceeds benefit Four Diamonds 
Fund. www.gburgrocks.com

Feb. 7, 11 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Chowderfest 2015, Inn at Herr Ridge, 
900 Chambersburg Road, Gettysburg. 
Proceeds benefit Gettysburg Soup 
Kitchen. www.herrtavern.com

Feb. 8 
Do It for the Love Rail Jam, Liberty 
Mountain Resort, Carroll Valley.  
www.libertymountainresort.com

Feb. 8, 2 p.m. 
Winter fitness hike, Pole Steeple 
Trail, Pine Grove Furnace State Park. 
Sponsored by Strawberry Hill Nature 
Preserve. www.strawberryhill.org

Feb. 8, 4 p.m. 
Felix Hell in concert, presented by 
Music, Gettysburg!, Chapel, Lutheran 
Theological Seminary, Gettysburg. 
www.musicgettysburg.org



Goin’ OnWHAT’S

CONTINUED
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Feb. 17, 7 p.m. 
Healthy Adams County presents 
“Happy” at the Majestic Theater,  
25 Carlisle St., Gettysburg.  
www.gettysburgmajestic.org

Feb. 18, 6:30 p.m. 
Well Red, Hauser Estate Winery,  
410 Cashtown Road, Biglerville.  
www.hauserestate.com

Feb. 20-21, 7 p.m.  
& Feb. 21-22, 2 p.m. 
Gettysburg Community Theatre 
presents “Fiddler on the Roof”  
at 49 York St., Gettsburg.  
www.gettysburgcommunitytheatre.org

Feb. 21, 8 p.m. 
26th annual Winter Jazz Concert, 
Majestic Theater, 25 Carlisle St., 
Gettysburg. www.gettysburgmajestic.org

Feb. 21 
Mountain Dew Vertical Challenge, 
Liberty Mountain Resort, Carroll Valley. 
www.libertymountainresort.com

Feb. 21 
Celebrate Lincoln with the Inns of the 
Gettysburg area. Includes tour and 
meal. Reservations required.  
www.gettysburgbedandbreakfast.com

Feb. 22, 12-4 p.m. 
Pinot and Paninis, Hauser Estate 
Winery, 410 Cashtown Road, 
Biglerville. www.hauserestate.com

Feb. 22, 3 p.m. 
Symphony Orchestra Family Concert, 
Majestic Theater, 25 Carlisle St., 
Gettysburg. www.gettysburgmajestic.org

Feb. 25, 7-9 p.m. 
Paint Nite, Hauser Estate Winery,  
410 Cashtown Road, Biglerville.  
www.hauserestate.com

Feb. 27, 5:30-10 p.m. 

8th annual A Woman’s Purse Live & 
Silent Auction, Eisenhower Hotel and 
Conference Center, 2634 Emmitsburg 
Road, Gettysburg. www.uwadams.org

Feb. 28, 5 p.m. 
An Evening with the Painting, 
Gettysburg National Military Park 
Museum and Visitor Center,  
Baltimore Pike, Gettysburg.  
www.gettysburgfoundation.org

Feb. 28, 8 p.m. 
Wind Symphony Concert, Majestic 
Theater, 25 Carlisle St., Gettysburg. 
www.gettysburgmajestic.org

Feb. 28 and March 7, 
7:30 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Mount Hope Maple Madness, Camp 
Eder, 914 Mount Hope Road, Fairfield. 
Pancake breakfast and maple sugaring 
programs, facilitated by Strawberry Hill 
Nature Preserve. www.strawberryhill.org

March 1 and March 22, 3 p.m. 
History Conversations Book Series 
presented by the Seminary Ridge 
Museum at Schmucker House,  
61 Seminary Ridge, Gettysburg.  
www.seminaryridgemuseum.org

March 1, 4 p.m. 
Fahenstock and Hontz in concert 
presented by Music, Gettysburg!, 
Chapel, Lutheran Theological Seminary, 
Gettysburg. www.musicgettysburg.org

March 5, 2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. 
Church Basement Ladies at Majestic 
Theater, 25 Carlisle St., Gettysburg 
www.gettysburgmajestic.org

March 6 

First Friday will be celebrated at 

retailers, restaurants, and galleries 
throughout downtown Gettysburg 
with sales and special events. 
gettysburgretailmerchants.com

March 6, 1-9 p.m. 
March 7, 10 a.m.-9 p.m. 
March 8, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
“Through the Garden Gate” Standard 
Flower Show, presented by District 
IV, Garden Club Federation of 
Pennsylvania, Memorial Hall, 334 
Carlisle Ave., York. www.pagsy.com

March 8, 3 p.m. 
Altan at Majestic Theater,  
25 Carlisle St., Gettysburg.  
www.gettysburgmajestic.org

March 14, 1 p.m. 
The MET Live presents  
“La Donna Del Lago”  
at the Majestic Theater,  
25 Carlisle St., Gettysburg.  
www.gettysburgmajestic.org

March 14, 12-4 p.m. 
Green Wine and Good Times at the 
Adams County Winery, 251 Peach Tree 
Road, Orrtanna and 25 Chambersburg 
St., Gettysburg. (717) 334-4631

March 14 

The Irish in Gettysburg with the Inns 
of the Gettysburg Area. Includes meal, 
entertainment and tour.  
Reservations required.  
www.gettysburgbedandbreakfast.com

March 14-15 

Springfest! at Liberty  
Mountain Resort, Carroll Valley.  
www.libertymountainresort.com

March 20, 7 p.m. 
An Evening with author Kelly Corrigan, 
Adams County Arts Council, South 
Washington Street, Gettysburg.  
www.adamsarts.org



Goin’ OnWHAT’S

CONTINUED

March 21 and March 28 

John Scott Adams Seminary, presented 
by the Gettysburg Foundation at 
Gettysburg National Military Park 
Museum and Visitor Center.  
www.gettysburgfoundation.org

March 21, 5 p.m. 
An Evening with the Painting, 
Gettysburg National Military Park 
Museum and Visitor Center, Baltimore 
Pike, Gettysburg.  
www.gettysburgfoundation.org

March 22, 4 p.m. 
The Metta Ensemble in concert 
presented by Music, Gettysburg!, 
Chapel, Lutheran Theological Seminary, 
Gettysburg. www.musicgettysburg.org

March 25, 7:30 p.m. 
Ailey II at Majestic Theater,  
25 Carlisle St., Gettysburg.  
www.gettysburgmajestic.org

March 28 

Civil War park day at  
Gettysburg, Little Round Top,  
Gettysburg National Military Park. 
Registration requuired.  
www.civilwar.org/aboutus/ 
events/park-day

March 28-29 

Easter Candy and Wine Pairing at the 
Adams County Winery, 251 Peach Tree 
Road, Orrtanna and 25 Chambersburg 
St., Gettysburg. Reservations required. 
(717) 334-4631

March 29, 4 p.m. 
Gettysburg College Choir in concert 
presented by Music, Gettysburg!, 
Chapel, Lutheran Theological Seminary, 
Gettysburg. www.musicgettysburg.org

March 31, 7:30 p.m. 
Gettysburg Community Concert 
Association presents Thomas Pandolfi, 
pianist, in concert at Gettysburg Area 
High School, 1130 Old Harrisburg 
Road, Gettysburg. (717) 334-5738
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Our Family Caring for Your Family!

Allen Dugan, Funeral Director, Kitty Dugan, Business Manager and Dan Crist, Funeral Director
Easy

Pre-Arrangements
Our own

Trustworthy Crematory
Affordable

Monuments & Markers

www.DuganFH.com

51 Asper Drive, Shippensburg
(across from Giant Food)

717-532-4100

Since 2010

Allen L. Dugan, Supervisor

111 S. Main Street,
Bendersville

717-677-8215

Since the 1850’s

Allen L. Dugan, Director  ~  M. Lee Dugan, Supervisor

50% Off Original Price
AVAILABLE ONLINE ONLY AT

WWW.GETTYSBURGSCENES.COM
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Mary Furlong encourages people to 
‘serve locally, and think globally’

When Mary Furlong moved to McSherrystown 

from her family farm in Letts, Iowa, drawn 

east by her love of history, she thought she 

might stay a few years and then move on to a 

larger East Coast city.

Furlong was hired as a social studies teacher at 

Delone Catholic High School in 1965, recruited 

by Monsignor William Lyons in an effort to 

“diversify McSherrystown,” she said. The staff 

recruited to Delone during the late 1960s and 

early 1970s included a Cuban American and an 

African American from Louisiana, providing an 

opportunity for students to learn from diverse 

cultural experiences.

“It was really unique in the area,” she said. 

Those few years turned into 35, during which 

she said her personal challenge was ensuring 

that students received as broad an education 

as possible within the constraints of their class 

schedule.

“I tried to help students learn, in 120 hours, 

about the world,” she said. 

While her main mission was teaching others, 

Furlong never stopped learning and growing 

herself. While employed at Delone, she received 

two Fulbright awards to study Islam in Malaysia 

and Ghana, sparking a lasting interest in inter-

religious dialogue.

When she retired from teaching in 2000, 

Furlong’s contributions to the local community 

and the greater global community were just 

getting started. In 2001, she traveled to Zambia 

to train teachers in Zambian Open Community 

Schools. 

At the time, public education in Africa 

was foundering. In 1992, the International 

Monetary Fund and the World Bank had 

advised most African nations to reduce public 

funding for education and health care, and 

teachers were not being paid. 

“People could not afford for their children to 

go to school,” she said. 

Furlong stayed in Zambia for two and a 

half years to train teachers. She also personally 

raised money from family and friends to pay 

for the education of 62 girls. The education 

funding cuts were ultimately reversed in 2002 

in the wake of the United Nation’s Millennium 

Development Goals.

Upon her return to the United States, she 

worked with African and Caribbean students 

at Neumann University near Philadelphia. 

Within two weeks, she was recruited by a group 

of Jesuit priests for her next mission: serving 

as the program coordinator for an HIV/AIDS 

program in Kabwe, the capital of Zambia’s 

Central Province. The program, funded by 

the Catholic Medical Mission Board, provided 

food and education for teens and farmworkers 

in the rural area. 

Furlong calls her three-and-a-half-year term 

with the program “the most challenging thing 

I’ve ever done in my life.”

“In the town I was in, I was assisting the 

only program funded by both Global Fund 

and PEPFAR (President’s Emergency Plan for 

AIDS Relief ),” she said. “We were the basic 

counseling and testing for the rural province for 

two years.”

Furlong had had experience with HIV 

education and tracking in the 1980s in Adams 

County, working with Haitian farmworkers, 

but the obstacles she faced in Zambia were 

unique. Major funding for HIV/AIDS 

education, prevention and treatment did not 

reach African countries until the early 2000s 

with establishment of the Global Fund. 

Doctors experienced in diagnosing and treating 

HIV were limited, and Furlong found herself 

working to counter widely held myths about 

the disease, such as the concept of “sugar 

Mary Furlong
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daddies;” men who suspected they had HIV 

believed that if they had sex with a virgin, they 

would be cured. 

 Also, since Kabwe sits near the Great North 

Road, which connects major African cities, 

Furlong and her colleagues also reached out to 

sex workers and truckers to stem the spread of 

HIV.

 Talking with Furlong, it is obvious that her 

work in education and health care in Africa is a 

significant part of her identity. The same can be 

said about her volunteer efforts back home.

 Furlong’s dedication to furthering the social 

justice mission of the Catholic Church led her to 

serve as chair of the Social Justice Commission 

for the Diocese of Harrisburg twice, first in the 

late 1970s and then in the mid-1980s. Focusing 

on “The Challenge of Peace and Economic 

Justice for All,” Furlong was one of the key 

members of the laity to address these issues at 

parishes throughout the diocese.

 She also reached beyond her own church to 

build bridges between Catholics and Muslims, 

using her own Fulbright experiences.

 “Because of the two Fulbright-Hayes awards 

on Islam, I had a long-time interest to go 

beyond the academic aspects,” she said. 

 While she was living in Zambia, Furlong 

connected with two Islamic institutes and a 

group of African priests and sisters, who had 

been focused on inter-religious dialogue for 

more than a century, she said.

 “This sparked the idea that I should be doing 

something similar when I returned to the 

States,” she said.   

Furlong approached the Sisters of St. Francis 

of Philadelphia, to whom she had been a lay 

companion for more than two decades, and the 

sisters were receptive to her idea of an ongoing 

dialogue between Catholics and Muslims. 

However, she didn’t know any Muslims in the 

Philadelphia area, so she turned to Gettysburg 

resident Athar Rafiq, who introduced her to an 

imam. For several years, the group met quarterly, 

discussing peacemaking, the environment, and 

pilgrimages.

 Furlong then brought this dialogue closer 

to home, though she said it took some time 

to convince the Conewago Deanery Council 

of Catholic Women to buy into the idea. The 

initial session, on increasing Muslim-Christian 

understanding, was held in the fall of 2013. 

Furlong said she plans to “do much more work 

on this.”

 Furlong is the adoptive mother to two 

biracial children. She adopted her oldest 

daughter, Rachael, now 51, at age 7 from an 

orphanage in Oklahoma, though she faced 

some pushback from the local Catholic social 

services organization at the time.

 “(They) would not take my application as 

they didn’t believe in single-parent homes,” she 

said. (I) adopted her through Lutheran Social 

Services in York, but ironically they worked 

with the Diocese of Oklahoma Catholic Social 
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  You should serve the local 
community, but you also 
have a responsibility to 
other people.  ~ Mary Furlong
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Services,” she said. 

 Furlong’s second daughter, Judy, now 49, 

was raised in a foster home in the Bronx and 

then Rye, N.Y., before being adopted.

 Raising two biracial children in Adams 

County drew Furlong to the YWCA and 

its mission of eliminating racism and 

empowering women. She co-founded 

several women’s consciousness-raising 

groups at the YWCA Hanover, in which 

women from various backgrounds and 

economic abilities could meet and share 

their experiences. 

 Furlong still lives in McSherrystown, 

and is still using her talents to serve others; 

she volunteers as a guide at the Eisenhower 

Farm in Gettysburg, which she says is her 

favorite volunteer project to date. She is 

also a long-time member of the Interfaith 

Center for Peace and Justice, receiving its 

Lifetime Peacemaker Award in 2010, and 

helping organize the annual summer Peace 

Camp.

 In 2013, she was one of two delegates 

chosen from Pennsylvania by AARP to 

educate seniors about their health care 

options and encourage them to enroll in 

appropriate insurance plans. In October, 

she received an advocacy award from the 

state AARP for her work.

 Furlong’s ultimate lesson to the students 

she has taught during her life is the one she 

has lived herself: serve locally, and think 

globally. During her years at Delone, she 

encouraged many of her students to pursue 

service with the Peace Corps. 

 “You should serve the local community, 

but you also have a responsibility to other 

people,” she said. “I would tell them, ‘you’ve 

been here; find out what life is like outside 

of here. Use your skills and talents. You’ll 

probably learn more than you’re going to give 

them.’ It’s about leaving the world a little bit 

better because you’ve been here.”
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L
iving in Cross Keys Village – The 

Brethren Home for nine years, Lar-

ry and Lois Gladfelter represent the 

modern-type of retirees, according to a rep-

resentative from the independent nonprofit. 

“We are a youthful 75,” Larry said, smiling 

at his wife, Lois. “We did not want our chil-

dren to feel responsible for us, so we took the 

burden off them, giving us the independence 

we wanted still.”

The couple, from Manchester, fell for the 

country setting that Cross Keys Village sits, 

2990 Carlisle Pike in New Oxford. 

Larry, a former farm boy, remained unen-

thused when visiting other retirement homes 

because they mostly were centered in cities 

and did not have the community-atmosphere 

he and his wife were striving to find. 

They wanted a place they could call their 

home. 

Larry and Lois were choosing to be proac-

tive for future care, instead of being reactive. 

Coming to Cross Keys at 65 years old 

is relatively young like Larry and Lois did, 

Oliver Hazan, vice president of sales and 

marketing at Cross Keys Village said, noting 

the couple’s younger start will soon be the of 

future villagers in the senior retirement com-

munity. 

Hazan added that Larry and Lois continue 

living a completely independent lifestyle, but 

they are no longer isolated in their home. 

There are no more steps to climb or struggles 

to maintain healthy eating choices because 

Cross Keys Village assists in those ways. 

People come to the senior retirement com-

munity for a variety of reasons: to stop wor-

rying about maintenance, cleaning or fix-

ing of household items, to live in a smaller 

home that fits their needs better than a larger, 

empty place and to travel without concerns 

of leaving their residence behind. For some, 

they have mobility concerns when it comes 

to having multiple floors in their homes with 

flights of stairs. Others do not have the warm 

sense of community in their current neigh-

borhood since many people move away or 

they live in an unsafe area. 

For Lois and Larry, it was about being 

prepared for the future, especially with their 

physical needs. 

Larry had a special connection to Cross 

Keys Village because his father passed away 

in the Health Care facility after “remarkable 

care.” Lois’s aunt had several years added 

onto her life from the services in the same 

Health Care Center, according to Larry. 

“We moved here, hoping to never need 

that care,” Larry continued. “But if we did, 

they would be ready to take care of us.”

While Larry is a fulltime volunteer, he is 

also part of the village council and the life en-

richment committee. As a member of the vil-

lage council, he gets to help make democratic 

decisions for the betterment of the retirement 

community. The life enrichment committee 

is a group that organizes fun events or field 

trips for residents to partake in from going 

to the Pennsylvania Farm Show for a day to 

traveling to a factory. 

Cross Keys Village also has a partnership 

with Harrisburg Area Community College 

(HACC), which offers courses in history, 

religion and health for residents to take, in 

addition to, a number of computer classes 

that teach residents how to use PowerPoint 

and edit pictures, Hazan said. In 2015, the 

nonprofit hopes to have Wi-Fi on campus. 

Even though the concept of communi-

ties is getting smaller due to technological 

advances, Hazan praised the village for their 

strength in bringing people together.

Cross Keys Village allows 
people to age in style

STORY BY VANESSA PELLECHIO   |   PHOTOS BY JOHN ARMSTRONG

“Participating in the activities we do, 
it d e di c t to not a e riends  

  ~Cross Keys resident Larry Gladfelter
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“Participating in the activities we do, it’d 

be difficult to not make friends,” Larry noted. 

Larry and Lois lived at the retirement com-

munity prior to the creation of the Wellness 

Center, opening in 2009. 

“We have seen a lot of change since nine 

years ago,” Lois said. “The Wellness Center 

is great place for residents to exercise or go 

swimming.”

The vision of Cross Keys is “to be 

a leading innovator offering older 

adults a life infused with quality and 

purpose,” Hazan added. 

The beginning of Cross Keys Vil-

lage opened as the Brethren Home 

Community, tracing back to 1908 

at a farmhouse near Carlisle. Older 

widows inhabited the place to receive 

“compassionate” care with leadership 

from matron Wealthy Burkholder. 

Eventually, the house allowed both 

women and men to come for servic-

es, expanding the small facility and 

operating for over 40 years. 

In 1951, the house was engulfed 

by a fire and subsequently destroyed. 

While the residents and staff survived 

the blaze, the home was uninhabit-

able.  

The Brethren Home trustees, 

among other supporters, bought the 

Cross Keys Hotel in New Oxford, 

opening the larger facility on Oct. 

20, 1952. Officials served twice the 

number of residents at this facility. 

Since the beginning, the Breth-

ren Home continues to adapt into a 

modern Continuing Care Retirement Com-

munity, bringing in residents with all dif-

ferent economic, religious and ethnic back-

grounds. 

The campus has grown from 19 acres to 

over 250 acres, with much of the land dedi-

cated to residential housing. From 600-foot 

cottages to 2,000-foot country-styled homes, 

more than 500 villagers have options when 

looking for their future places to live, accord-

ing to Hazan. 

The nonprofit’s name changed in 2006 to 

Cross Keys Village —The Brethren Home 

Community. 

Hazan said Cross Keys Village first ex-

panded with cottage homes, and then assist-

ed living communities with country homes 

to follow. 

One-hundred and six years later in 2015, 

Hazan said the retirement community plans 

to continue the growth with the completion 

of 17 new country-styled homes, renovations 

to the Health Care Center and hope to be-

come the regional leaders of memory care. 

Hazan added that the organization is start-

ing to build 16 new homes in 2015, fol-

lowing the completion of the new country 

homes in the summer. 

“If people want to move here, we can help 

them plan for it,” Hazan said. 

Hazan noted that Cross Keys Village does 

have a waiting list on some home models.

As the 10th largest nonprofit, independent 

retirement village in the United States, one 

of their primary goals is to advance in mem-

ory treatment and become a resource to the 

whole region when it comes to care. 

Due to the increasing number of residents 

suffering from memory impairment, Direc-

tor of Memory Support Jennifer Holcomb is 

working to develop more options and flex-

ible solutions for families facing Alzheimer’s 

or other types of dementia diseases, accord-

ing to Hazan. 

“We also have extensive experience helping 

take care of couples when a spouse loses cog-

nitive abilities,” Hazan added. 

The Health Care Center partners in help-

ing with specialized-treatment for 

patients suffering from memory im-

pairment at two long-term neigh-

borhoods called Somerset and Hon-

eybrook, cared for by a team of 

professional staff through individual-

ized attention. 

Somerset and Honeybrook have 

more staff than other neighborhoods, 

providing daily activities for the resi-

dents to participate in, even during 

evening hours. 

According to Hazan, the organiza-

tion has a Personal Care program in 

place with one neighborhood, known 

as Sheltered Care. For those living in 

Sheltered Care, they are in a secure 

neighborhood with locked doors. 

The most important part to Hazan 

is sharing the options people have 

available to them instead of waiting 

until something happens and they 

need to find a place. 

“They become stressed and sleep-

deprived, which is not the time to 

look,” said Hazan, who has been 

working at Cross Keys for two years. 

The village has grown to about 

1,000 residents because of the type of care 

and number of options for housing. 

“There are not really that many choices at 

a retirement village,” Hazan continued. “We 

offer the same amenities as any city retire-

ment village.” 

One of the biggest misconceptions about 

retirement homes is that once people move 

into a place at the village, they think they will 

eventually end up in personal care until they 

pass away, Hazan said. 

“They need to remember that if they come 

to an independent-living community, people 
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are less likely to go into personal care,” Hazan 

continued. “If they do, it’s only short-term 

needs.”

Hazan said personal care is customized for 

people who prefer to remain independent 

with a variety of services that can be provided 

based on the individual. For example, a resi-

dent who has limited mobility would not re-

ceive the same assistance as someone suffering 

from memory loss. 

Personal care has “no entrance fee to move 

in and no long-term commitment,” accord-

ing to the Cross Keys Village website. There 

are options for residents to have temporary 

stays or go into the care seasonally. 

Cross Keys Village also has Adult Day ser-

vices for anyone over 18 years old to assist in 

offering supervision through health services 

and social activities, reducing isolation. All 

of the activities are conducted at a secure 

environment – a Cross Keys Village residen-

tial cottage, the website said. The program is 

geared to help working individuals who care 

for family members utilize another solution 

for their hectic schedules.  

Family education is “an integral part” of 

what Cross Keys Village provides to help both 

residents and their immediate loved ones, 

Hazan said, noting everlasting memories can 

still occur every single day at the village. 

When joining residential living at Cross 

Keys Village, people have a number of ser-

vices available such as: wellness and lifelong 

learning, residential health, housekeeping, 

dining options, rehabilitative therapies, trans-

portation, adult day services, security and 24-

hour emergency response, pastoral care and 

volunteer opportunities. Volunteering gives 

residents the sense of purpose, which is what 

Larry and Lois enjoy to do in their free time 

at the village. 

Larry is in charge of a fundraising event 

from the Friends of Cross Keys Village on 

April 18 at 3 p.m., with the National Chris-

tian Choir to sing at the New Oxford High 

School Auditorium. Proceeds go to the Good 

Samaritan fund, providing financial assis-

tance to health care residents who have ex-

hausted their personal resources. 

To purchase tickets or make a donation, visit 
crosskeysvillage.org/friends. 



Apparel shop 
gives those 
with disabilities 
purpose
Story by Adam Michael  |  Photos by John Armstrong

get enough support from the community.”

Myers, who also works at Focus Behavioral 

Health, has spent the last three years working 

with special needs adults, from highly func-

tion to barely functional.   Last April, while 

taking one of his clients for a trim at Diversi-

fied Cuts, his eventual neighbor, for a trim, 

he passed a “For Rent” sign and had a vision 

-- a factory that would employ people like 

M
onths after Ryan Garrett fin-

ished his college education, he 

was worried about finding his 

way into the job force.

It’s a common predicament for college 

grads, but it’s even more worrisome for those 

who fall on the autism spectrum or have oth-

er special needs.

So when the 22-year-old heard about a 

new customized sports apparel shop in Ha-

nover that hoped to train him to design t-

shirts and help him become employed, his 

heart swelled.

“I told my parents how much I wanted a 

job,” Garrett said, now a six-month volun-

teer at About It All in Hanover. “It feels really 

nice to have an opportunity to work for a 

place that supports people who need learn-

ing support or have disabilities.” 

Driving or walking through downtown 

Hanover, it’s easy to pass the cozy confine at 

16 ½ Baltimore Street. So far, foot traffic has 

been slow for the storefront that doubles as 

a vape shop. 

But the business’s owner, Robert “Tony” 

Myers believes that once people hear about 

what he’s trying to do, the store will become 

a community center that Hanover can rally 

around.

“I want to employ as many people as I pos-

sibly can, with special needs,” Myers said. “I 

believe it will all come to fruition if we can 
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Garrett, who were looking for purpose. 

“That’s when the lightbulb clicked,” Myers 

said. “The Lord spoke to me and said I had 

to do something.”

About It All sells custom-designed t-shirts 

for as low as $15 with no design fees. The 

clothing is designed with the assistance of 

volunteers like Garrett. Currently, 10 volun-

teers visit the store at least once a week. They 

are tasked with jobs in inventory, shipping 

and receiving, computer skills, design studio 

and display management. For each assign-

ment, they earn “purpose points” that are 

awarded when they prove a level of profi-

ciency with each responsibility.

Knowing that he can provide substance to 

the lives of people who he believes are some-

times snubbed by society at large has given 

Myers his own sense of value. The name of 

the store mirrors the effort of those he hopes 

to help.

“These special needs individuals are about 

it all,” Myers said. “They will try to do it, 

above and beyond, how a person like you or 

I would do it. They have this opportunity, it 

has to be perfect.”

Purpose is a word that comes up frequent-

ly in conversations with Myers.

“Life without purpose can be very defeat-

ing,” Myers said. “I lived my life without 

purpose a long time and went down some 

wrong roads. To have purpose of helping 

others, that’s important.”

Myers has been through his share of hard 

times, some self-inflicted, some not. 

Myers has come a long way, from living 

in a homeless shelter with a single bag of 

clothes.

“I vowed to never allow myself to be in 

that situation again,” Myers said. “People 

helped me along the way and this is my 

way of giving back for this new chance.” 

For years, he struggled with alcohol addic-

tion until one day his brother pulled him out 

of his habit. 

At 4 a.m., Myers remembers his brother 

shaking him awake.

“I need to catch you before you start drink-

ing,” his brother said. “My kids look at you as 

a second father and all they see is you open-

ing a bottle in the morning and go to sleep 

with one beside you at night. I can’t have that 

in my home.”

Myers said he heard God in his brother’s 

voice. On June 12, 2009 Myers took his last 

drink, spending 18 months in a sober house 

to help break his addiction.

In 2011, three years into his sobriety, My-

ers injured his back while working as a build-

ing engineer. After three back surgeries, he 

was no longer suitable for the industry.

“I didn’t know where my life was going,” 

Myers said. “With my faith in God and pay-

ing tithes, ends met when I didn’t even know 

how.”

Myers moved north for an education and 

to help his parents, who were going through 

difficult times medically. Both died in the 

last year. 

While living various places in York and 

Adams counties, Myers found employment 

through Focus Behavior Health while help-

ing a nephew with autism. Between his work 

with special needs adults and showing his 

commitment to a substance-free lifestyle at 

Alcoholics Anonymous meetings, Myers 

made connections that motivated him to be-

come a business owner with an opportunity 

for gratuity.

About It All is open 54 hours a week, and 

Myers works 20 to 25 hours per week at Fo-

cus. Making time for education is his first 

priority beyond his shop. Myers also spends 

time speaking in prisons, hoping to motivate 

others who are going through rehabilitation.
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Myers believes the more he gives, the 

more he gets. The compensation is not 

always monetary; in fact, that’s rare. But 

peace and purpose are their own rewards, 

he said.

“This is my way for making amends,” 

he said. “I never thought I’d be in a posi-

tion to help other people. That would have 

never even crossed my mind until I hit ab-

solute bottom.” 

With the $24,000 he collected from his 

back injury, Myers rented the storefront 

and bought the supplies necessary to get 

started.

He is one semester away from finishing 

a degree at Harrisburg Area Community 

College, and will transfer to McDaniel to 

pursue a master’s degree for mental health 

counseling. But when it came to t-shirts, My-

ers educated himself using YouTube initially, 

and has since been teaching himself to be 

more detailed with his work while educating 

his volunteers.

Eventually, those who are 

capable will also be asked 

to help with the heat press, 

maintenance and manage-

ment.

“If they give me any hint 

of any danger, I won’t let 

them near it,” he said.

Most of the biggest or-

ders for the store have come 

from cooperating busi-

nesses also working with 

special needs adults, such as 

Focus Behavior Health and 

Amazing Kids Club, as well 

as several car clubs. Myers 

hopes the store’s website, 

aboutitallpa.com, will also 

provide additional custom-

ers.

He hasn’t explored work-

ing with schools yet, not 

wanting to interfere with 

the business that Weaver’s Screen Printing is 

generating in that market.

“I didn’t come here to be cutthroat,” he 

said. “If I go in his store and see shirts from 

schools hanging up, I’m not going to try to 

undercut him. I want this to be a community 

shop that everyone knows what it stands for.”

A tribute to how he quit smoking after 27 

years, Myers also sells vape products, but ad-

mits that it isn’t part of the long-term vision 

for ultimately employing those who are now 

volunteers.

“While the t-shirt idea is slow, this is keep-

ing the doors open,” Myers said. 

Currently, Myers can’t pay any of his vol-

unteers, who receive Pennsylvania state bene-

fits. Receiving roughly $700 per month, they 

are only allowed to earn an additional $78 

through employment during that same pe-

riod without penalty. Any money they make 

beyond that is taxed at 50 cents to the dollar, 

he said.

Myers believes he’s found a workaround, 

as he will look to build special needs trust 

funds. He’s working with 

an attorney to work out the 

details to set up those ac-

counts.

“That way they’ll have 

something to fall back on 

later,” he said. “Right now, 

if they don’t have anything 

set up when their caretaker 

is no longer able to be there 

for them, they have noth-

ing but a disability check.”

Right now, Myers’ store 

isn’t turning a profit. That 

will take at least a year, he 

said. If and when it does, 

he plans to put 10 percent 

of all profits to four agen-

cies that aid special needs: 

Friends of Amazing Kids, 

Amazing Kids Club, Shin-

ing Stars Therapeutic Min-

istries and Autism York.

In the long term, Myers envisions a ware-

house that employs special needs workers. 

He has no intentions of getting rich. He only 

wants to help people like Garrett, who didn’t 

choose the hand they were dealt.

“They’re excited that there’s a place that 
gives them a shot. There’s someone that 

looks at them not for their disability, but for 
who they are and what they’re capable of.” 

~Robert “Tony” Myers
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There’s a smile in Garrett’s voice as he 

thinks about his tenure with the company. 

One of his favorite memories was receiving 

a gift from his parents that was printed at 

the store. Garrett proudly wears a t-shirt that 

carries the logo of his favorite football team, 

the Baltimore Ravens, as well as the store’s 

insignia, two of the most important things 

in his life.

In return Garrett created a t-shirt for his 

sister, who is a member of the South Western 

marching band’s color guard.

“Just seeing the joy on her face was a really 

cool experience,” Garrett said. “Sometimes 

brothers and sisters don’t get along, but (her 

appreciation shows) that she loves me.”

For Myers, those are the moments that 

have made any temporary losses worthwhile.

“The look in their eyes when they’re here, 

the joy that I see just because they have some-

where to go and contribute is better than a 

$1 million paycheck,” Myers said. “They’re 

excited that there’s a place that gives them a 

shot. There’s someone that looks at them not 

for their disability, but for who they are and 

what they’re capable of.”

In the beginning of April, About It All will 

double in size when the storefront next door 

becomes its production and manufacturing 

wing.

With the expansion, Myers wants to print 

more than just t-shirts, eyeing cups, pens, 

stationary and other promotional items.

“I want this business model to be around 

for years and years to come,” Myers said. “I 

want people to see that it works.”
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Adams County isn’t heavily populated, 

but it’s a heavy hitter in terms of 

effective collaboration among non-profit 

groups that serve the community.

“People are amazed at what Adams County 

can pull off even though we’re a small rural 

community,” said Vickie Corbett, executive 

director of the United Way of Adams County.

“We all know each other” in a smaller 

community, she said, and therefore it’s 

natural for organizations to form a network 

of trusting relationships.

Collaboration has increased over the 

past several years as state, federal, and local 

government resources have dried up, Corbett 

said.

“We’re all doing more and more with 

less and less,” she said. “We all have our 

missions and visions, but we’re all about the 

community and how to make Adams County 

a better place.”

The United Way is an important 

connection point in the county’s network of 

non-profit collaboration.

The annual Give It Up for Good Sale is 

just one “really cool partnership,” Corbett 

said.

On Memorial Day weekends since 2004, 

crowds have formed early in the morning 

for a chance to search out bargains among 

a mountain of items donated by departing 

Gettysburg College students, as well as 

surplus goods contributed by the college.

The goods — enough to cram the college’s 

fieldhouse — range from futons, lamps, 

and refrigerators to cleaning supplies, desks, 

electronic gear, and much more.

Proceeds benefit the United Way and 

its dozens of partner organizations, which 

provide volunteer labor for the event.

“What we do that weekend impacts what 

they do all year long,” said Gettysburg 

College Director of Facilities Planning Jim 

Biesecker.

Proceeds from the Give It Up For Good 

Sale have gradually grown to average about 

$20,000 annually, Biesecker said, and some 

25 tons of materials each year end up in the 

hands of buyers instead of taking up limited 

space in a landfill somewhere.

“It’s become a tradition for a lot of people,” 

Biesecker said. “To us, it’s been a win-win 

situation.”

The annual crowd of buyers, including 

hundreds who line up hours before the sale 

begins, would likely agree.

The sale’s roots reach back to 2001, when 

Biesecker said he first turned to Corbett and 

the United Way for help in finding “a good 

use” for things like used dorm furniture after 

it was replaced with new items. The college 

formerly offered surplus goods at auction, he 

said, but the returns were scant.

Collaboration helps Adams 

STORY BY JIM HALE

In It 
Together
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Corbett “can broker just about anything,” 

Biesecker said, crediting her with an almost 

uncanny ability to connect resources 

with those who need them. For example, 

Biesecker said, after the college replaced 

fitness equipment, the used items ended 

up in area schools, and tables that were no 

longer needed ended up the Adams County 

Children’s Advocacy Center.

“We’re all part of the same community,” 

Biesecker said. “There are a lot of non-profits 

and a lot of need, and we do seem to find a 

way to all coexist. We don’t try to outdo each 

other. We try to find a way to do it together.”

As another example of inter-group 

harmony, Biesecker recounted the beginning 

of St. Francis Xavier Roman Catholic 

Church’s scholarship fundraising run in 

memory of youth leader Noreen Neitz. 

To help get the event going, Biesecker said 

the church, in which he is active, turned 

to the YWCA since it had long operated 

its own running events. Instead of reacting 

territorially, Biesecker said, the YWCA 

immediately provided assistance and 

expertise.

Biesecker himself has done more than run 

on behalf of non-profit efforts in the county. 

He is a past participant in the YWCA’s 

Dancing with the Local Stars fundraiser.

The Give It Up for Good Sale is a true 

“trash to treasure process,” Corbett said, and 

it’s only one example of Gettysburg College’s 

numerous collaborations with community 

groups. She also pointed to a vast array of 

volunteer programs offered through the 

college’s Center for Public Service, many of 

them aimed at Adams County’s burgeoning 

Latino population.

Another hub in the county’s network of 

non-profit collaboration is Healthy Adams 

County (HAC). The organization is one of 

the United Way’s key community partners, 

Corbett said, noting that HAC’s upcoming 

assessment of needs in the county will help 

many groups focus their efforts where they 

are most needed.

HAC is inherently collaborative, said 

its director, Kathy Gaskin, pointing to its 

myriad affiliated groups and task forces, 

which address topics ranging from teen 

pregnancy to housing, oral health, end-of-

life services, and more. 

A consortium “can do more than one 

agency alone,” Gaskin said, noting that 

dozens of groups have provided some 400 

volunteers for various efforts.

“Once we get to the table and start talking 

to each other, that’s when we can get a lot 

done,” Gaskin said. “This is definitely 

a community where people work well 

together.”

“We’re built on collaboration. That’s our 

basic model,” she said. “We’re able to do the 

work we do because of all of our affiliations 

and partnerships.”

One of HAC’s core missions is to conduct 

an assessment of the county’s needs every three 

years. The upcoming new assessment will 

assist groups in refining their understanding 

of the county’s needs and allocating resources 

accordingly, Gaskin said.

As an example of identifying a need and 

filling it, Gaskin pointed to successful efforts 

to establish the Family First community 

health in the county, in part to provide access 

to oral health care for low-income families. 

Kathy Gaskin, executive director of Healthy Adams County. Photo by Jim Hale
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There was a lack of local dentists willing to 

accept Medicare or work with the uninsured, 

Gaskin said.

She also mentioned the Adams County 

Food Policy Council, which is an affiliated 

task force of HAC. It connects to numerous 

efforts, including the Healthy Option 

program that offers vouchers that allow 

qualifying families to purchase food that is 

healthy, fresh, and locally grown at Adams 

County Farmers Markets Association events.

HAC’s roots extend back to the Adams 

County Council on Community Services 

that began decades ago, Gaskin said. In 

addition to bringing groups together, 

she said the organization seeks a variety 

of programmatic grants while receiving 

operational funding from WellSpan Health. 

The latter continues a partnership forged 

with Gettysburg Hospital before it became 

part of WellSpan, Gaskin said.

Gaskin embodies the collaborative and 

densely interwoven non-profit culture of 

Adams County. Before joining HAC, 

she was with the local Survivors Inc. 

domestic violence organization. 

Now, she is an advisory member of 

the Adams County Criminal Justice 

Advisory Board, which includes 

numerous county officials ranging 

from judges to prison officials. 

She also serves on the board of 

Collaborating for Youth — a county-

wide collaboration of schools, 

parents, youth, youth-serving 

organizations, business, media, law 

enforcement, religious, civic and 

fraternal groups, that focuses on 

preventing substance abuse and 

providing positive opportunities 

for young people — and chairs the 

board of Manos Unidas.

The latter is an outgrowth of 

HAC’s Latino Services Task Force, 

she said. It provides a center in Gettysburg, 

where, for example, the Adams County 

Literacy Council is involved in English as 

a Second Language instruction, Lutheran 

Social Services provides counseling, and 

Quinceañera works with teens to build 

self-esteem and assist with integration into 

the community. In addition to all that and 

more, Gaskin said legal help and citizenship 

classes are available at the center.

Groups being aware of one another’s 

activities is crucial to avoiding duplication 

or any “territorial issues,” Gaskin said.

“We make sure we’re working on different 

issues but also helping each other,” Gaskin 

said.

Non-profit activists from outside Adams 

County are aware of the atmosphere here. 

“They’re jealous,” Gaskin said. “We’ve heard 

a lot of ‘Wow, you guys get a lot done.’ They 

really feel we do well with what we have.”

“Support from all the non-profits and 

other organizations keeps people really 

interested in the community and keeping 

it healthy and a good place to live,” Gaskin 

said.

Local non-profit groups do indeed “get a 

lot of support from each other,” agreed Deb 

Geesey, executive director of the YWCA 

Gettysburg & Adams County.

Directors of organizations meet 

approximately monthly to keep each 

other apprised of what’s going on and to 

offer mutual support, Geesey said, with 

participants ranging from the Adams County 

Arts Council to the Adams County Office 

for Aging, Gettysburg Adams Chamber of 

Commerce, Gettysburg Festival, and many 

others. 

The directors’ meeting is “the epitome 

of the collaboration that goes on around 

here,” Geesey said, adding that “we all bring 

something different to the table.”

Collaboration helps avoid duplication, 

she said, pointing for example to how the 

YWCA, Strawberry Hill Nature Preserve, 

and Gettysburg Area Recreation Authority 

work to avoid scheduling similar 

summer camp programs during the 

same weeks.

“There are so many partnerships,” 

Geesey said, and, for her organization, 

many of them are shaped by the 

YWCA’s mission of “eliminating 

racism, empowering women.” The 

former goal has led to cooperation 

with the Adams Unity Coalition and 

the Adams County Human Relations 

Council, while work connected to 

the latter has ranged from support 

for the Survivors Inc. anti-domestic 

violence organization to programs 

to encourage young women to study 

science, technology, engineering, 

and math at Gettysburg Area High 

School.

By working together, Geesey said, 

organizations not only aid each 

other directly, but also attract attention from 

funders, who recognize that they can get 

more bang for their buck by supporting a 

partnership rather than a single organization 

alone.

Especially in today’s tight economy, she 

said, groups have definitely gone out of their 

A family takes part in Healthy Adams County’s Healthy 

Options program this past summer at a Fresh Farm Market 

hosted by the Adams County Farmers Markets Association at 

the Gettysburg Heritage Center on Steinwehr Avenue.

United Way of Adams County Executive Direc-

tor Vickie Corbett, center, sorts through dona-

tions with volunteers prior to the annual Give 

it up for Good Sale that is held on Memorial 

Day weekend at Gettysburg College.
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way to help each other whenever possible.

“It really is a tight-knit community,” she 

said.

Ready to Learn is another example of local 

interconnectedness.

“We’re all about collaboration,” said the 

organization’s director, Diana Fasnacht, 

a former special education teacher in the 

Bermudian Springs district and Lincoln 

Intermediate Unit.

The organization reaches out to all of the 

county’s school districts as well as daycare 

providers, preschools, home-schooling 

parents, libraries, Head Start, and other 

programs to help maximize early education 

and prepare kids for success in school.

Examples include a program dedicated 

to modeling how to read aloud to at-risk 

children in order to help them engage with 

books and reading, and setting up Book 

Nooks at food banks so that children can read 

while their parents obtain nutrition for the 

family.

It would require a book to list all the 

organizations that collaborate to better the 

Adams County community and to describe 

the myriad services they work together to 

provide.

One page of that book might be devoted 

to the Volunteer Income Tax Assistance 

Coalition, which Corbett said brings 

volunteers together to help those in need 

with state, federal, and local tax paperwork, 

including dealing with the complexities of 

the federal Earned Income Tax Credit for 

working people of low to moderate income. 

The Gettysburg campus of HACC provides 

important collaboration by offering access to 

its computer lab, she said.

Numerous chapters of the book would 

focus on the county’s faith-based community, 

which Corbett said plays a gigantic part. For 

example, she said, “the churches really step 

up” to keep the Gettysburg Community 

Soup Kitchen going “Our ministry now 

reaches out to over 60 church and community 

groups,” says the kitchen’s website at 

gettysburgsoupkitchen.org.

Fortunately for Adams County, a book 

detailing the collaborative efforts of local non-

profits would be a very thick tome indeed.
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2 Bal  more Street Ge
 er: @bluegraybar

~ Open 7 Days A Week From 11AM - 2AM ~

 16 SPECIALTY BURGERS  EACH NAMED AFTER
A UNION OR CONFEDERATE GENERAL

 DELICIOUS WINGS WITH OVER 25 SAUCES/RUBS
 HEALTHY SALADS    DECADENT DESSERTS

 FULL BAR & 6 PACKS TO GO

717-632-4477 ext. 28592
Toll-Free: 800-233-7125 ext. 28592

Tour Schedule: Tues., Wed.,  Thurs. 10 AM, 11 AM, 1 PM

Come Visit Snyder’s Factory Store, Your One-Stop Snack Shop

Why not join us for a tour? 
Just give us 24 hours notice. The schedule is listed below.

Hours: Sunday-Thursday 10am-7pm, 
Friday & Saturday 10am-9pm

42 York Street
Gettysburg, PA 17325

717.685.5207
larry@forthehistorian.com
www.forthehistorian.com

We have something for everyone!

BooksBooks
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Short trips you can take on one tank of gas.

STORY AND PHOTOS BY JESSICA A. RUDY

ONE TANK

Traveler

A society is free when its journalists can 

work without censorship.

Though many other messages are 

conveyed, this is the guiding principle 

behind the Newseum in Washington D.C. 

Dedicated to men and women who 

report the news, the Newseum is a journey 

through the history of broadcast and print 

media, the struggles and triumphs the 

industry has endured, the role in history 

the industry has played, and the future of 

sharing information with the public.

The Pennsylvania Avenue location of the 

Newseum was opened in 2008. Previously, 

it had been located in Arlington, Va., before 

closing in 2002 to allow the staff and 

patrons to prepare for the move downtown. 

Since 2008, it has offered news junkies and 

journalists a view of the news spread out 

over seven floors of interactive, rotating 

exhibits and programs.

The Newseum offers a little something for 

everyone, but visitors are warned that there’s 

a reason the ticket includes admission for 

a second day - there’s just that much to 

absorb.

A visitor’s route throughout the Newseum 

in generally guided through a series of 

exhibits and films via a self-guided tour 

book, but in reality the museum can be 

toured in any order desired.

There are, however, several portions of the 

Newseum that aren’t to be missed.

In the ground level of the museum, 

visitors will spy several panels of the iconic 

Berlin Wall. This cement and rebar wall was 

erected in 1961 by East German authorities. 

Its purpose was to cut off West Berlin from 

East Berlin and East Germany. It served as 

a symbolic separation between the Soviet 

Union and western powers, and a very real 

separation between the German people 

until its destruction in 1989.

The Newseum makes use of the wall as a 

symbolic tool to demonstrate the differences 

between the freedom experienced by the 

people and press in West Berlin, and thus 

the western countries, and the Soviet-

dictated press and lifestyle prescribed in 

East Berlin and East Germany.

Especially jarring for visitors is to note 

the graffiti on the two sides of the wall. The 

side that would have faced West Berlin is 

covered with colorful, encouraging graffiti 

symbolizing freedom and rebellion. The 

eastern side of the wall is completely bare.

Also on the eastern side of the wall, 

the Newseum has been able to display an 

actual checkpoint from the Berlin Wall. 

This three story structure was occupied by 

guards responsible for controlling access to 

the border throughout the wall’s 28-year 

existence. The combination of the Berlin 

Newseum
D.C. museum focuses on how history was covered by media

How To Get There
Arguably the easiest way to get to the Newseum is to travel via Metrorail. The closest station to Adams County is the 

Shady Grove Station at exit 9 on Route 270. From Adams County, head south on Route 15 to Frederick, Md. From there, 

follow Route 270 south toward Washington. At exit 9, follow signs for the metro station, where ample parking is available. 

The Red Line departs from Shady Grove at regular intervals. Take the Red Line train to the Gallery Place/Chinatown 

Station, which is a transfer point to the Yellow and Green lines. Take either train one station south to the Archives Station. 

The Archives Station opens onto Pennsylvania Avenue, about two blocks from the Newseum. Just head toward the Capitol 

after emerging from the station. Depending on the day of one’s visit, parking charges may apply at the metro station.
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Wall and the checkpoint is an emotional 

experience for most people, including 

people who remember the fall of the wall, 

journalists who can imagine themselves 

covering the fall or trying to operate within 

East Berlin, and people who weren’t old 

enough or weren’t alive to witness the fall of 

the Iron Curtain.

Also on the ground floor is an examination 

of “the funny pages,” or the comics still 

published in many newspapers throughout 

the country. Though on the surface the 

comics may seem to be entertainment, 

the display notes comic strip’s ability to 

comment on political or social situations 

of the present day. The exhibit also notes 

comics are often among the most popular 

sections of newspapers.

Finally, on the ground floor are a series 

of exhibits which may rotate from time 

to time. During a recent, mid-winter 

visit, these areas included “The Boomer 

List,” which examines the Baby Boomer 

generation through the news and objects 

that shaped their world, and an exhibit on 

the work of the FBI.

After perusing these exhibits, and perhaps 

grabbing a bite to eat at “The Food Section,” 

head upstairs via the central glass elevators.

Here, visitors begin their journey through 

the remainder of the museum by reflecting 

on the news of the present day. “Today’s 

Front Pages” displays actual front pages 

from the day of one’s visit from newspapers 

around the country and the globe.

Editors share their pages with the museum 

in the early hours of every morning and 

curators sift through to find significant, 

eye-catching pages to share with museum 

visitors. The display can be viewed both on 

the street level outside of the Newseum and 

in the top floor gallery, which is adjoined by 

an outdoor terrace overlooking Pennsylvania 

Avenue.

Interactive screens allow visitors to sift 

through all the available front pages and 

find their hometown paper.

Still other rotating exhibits wait around 

the next corner, before visitors get thrown 

into the history of the news.

It is at this point that visitors are able to 

engage as much or as little as desired with 

the resources available. 

Tour through the news history gallery, 

which traces the history of doing the news 

over five centuries. Topics include war, 

reporting, women in the media, and the rise 

of broadcast journalism and the evolution 

of the news cycle.

Throughout this gallery, visitors are invited 

to view countless historic newspapers and 

broadsheets, or puzzle over historic books.

Along the sides of the history gallery are 

a variety of short films which explore the 

many of the “hows” of doing the news: 

ethics, bias, sourcing, and more.

Then it’s on to the development of 

technology and its use in the news. Visitors 

are able to think about “new media” 

strategies like social media, Internet video 

streaming and interactive news reports. 

This is also a great place to think about 

the intersection between news and society 

through the Civil Rights movement and the 

First Amendment. 

The gallery is capped off with a display 

of an antenna that was on one of the World 

Trade Center towers on Sept., 11, 2001. 

The twisted metal is an emotional reminder 

of the pivotal events of that day.

Still more awaits visitors throughout the 

Newseum. Displays include an analysis of 

press freedom as it currently stands around 

the world, analysis of First Amendment 

rights, and a memorial to journalists who 

If You Go
Newseum

555 Pennsylvania Ave., NW
Washington DC 20001

newseum.org
The Newseum is open daily, 

9 a.m.-5 p.m. with the exception 

of Christmas and New Year’s Day

Adults 19-64: $22.95

Seniors: $18.95

Children 7-18: $13.95

Children under 6: free
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Hair Styling  Perms  oloring  Highlights

Owner Stylist

(717) 3 -4261 | 3  South Queen St. | Li  lestown, PA 1734

 THE GOOD LIFE CLEANING SERVICES
You enjoy The Good Life, while WE do the dirty work!

CALL (717) 642-3711 TO SCHEDULE YOUR FREE ESTIMATE!

Become a regular customer (at least 2x monthly),

& continue to receive 5% off  for the fi rst 3 months!

~ In our 16th Year of Cleaning Adams County ~

It’s Just Around The Corner...
Let’s Talk “Spring” Cleaning!

~ Get 15% off  a Spring Cleaning! ~

To Place Your Business Card
 On This Page

Call 334-1131

died in the line of duty.

Nearby, lucky visitors may be treated to 

viewing a taping of a real live news program 

in the Newseum’s studio.

Still other displays allow visitors to 

imagine themselves as television reporters.

No trip to the Newseum would be 

complete without a trip to the gift shop, 

which has space on two floors of the 

museum. Plus, there are additional films 

- more than a dozen - on all aspects of 

journalism for visitors to enjoy.

A visit to the Newseum is definitely an 

educational one, with lots of information 

to absorb depending on one’s level of 

interest. It could be argued that one visit 

to the museum is not enough for many 

people - multiple visits are really the best 

way to fully appreciate what there is to offer. 

Fortunately, the Newseum is located fairly 

close to Adams County, and on just one 

tank of gas.

Things To Consider
The Newseum is an information-dense museum. A ton of information is given to 

visitors via text and film. To fully appreciate the museum, it is suggested visitors 

make a day of their trip to the facility or plan it as part of a larger weekend trip 

to the Washington area. Also because of the information-rich atmosphere and 

the emotional content of some of the exhibits (the Berlin Wall, the World Trade 

Center antenna, the memorial to fall journalists), the Newseum may not be an 

appropriate destination for younger children. The museum is fully accessible for 

people with mobility concerns. Though outside food and drink is not permitted 

on the premises, “The Food Section” offers a variety of food, drink and pastries for 

prices that are on par other dining options in the Washington area.
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For those who love barbeque, 

especially smoked barbeque, Little 

Everett’s BBQ is the place to go.

 Located at 711 W. Elm Ave., between 

McSherrystown and Hanover, the 

restaurant is open year-round featuring 

high quality meats which are slow 

cooked over wood fires and seasoned to 

perfection.

With award-winning sauces for 

flavor, the tasty results keep customers 

coming back for more.

The business is owned by Everett 

Grove Jr. and his wife Patty.

Everett, 39, said he picked up the art 

of barbeque from his father, Everett Sr., 

and started doing events for family and 

friends. When requests kept pouring 

in, they started a catering business and 

won a few local food competitions.

“People said we should open a 

restaurant, so we found a location 

and we’ve been busy ever since,” 

said Everett. This May marks three 

years at Elm Avenue, where they first 

Little Everett’s BBQ
711 West Elm Avenue, Hanover, PA 17331

717-632-3001

Barbeque family affair
for Little Everett’s

Dining
DELECTABLE

STORY BY HOLLY FLETCHER
PHOTOS BY DARRYL WHEELER

“Our pork literally falls apart.”
Everett Grove Jr.
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served customers from their catering 

trailer while the building was being 

remodeled.

The cozy, 30-seat restaurant opened 

in October 2012. Its name comes from 

Everett’s nickname.

“Ever since Dad and I were members 

of the fire department (Brushtown and 

then S.A.V.E.S.), I’ve been known as 

Little Everett. The name stuck.”

Menu items include baby back ribs, 

pit beef, smoked brisket, smoked turkey, 

pulled pork, fresh-cut fries, homemade 

side dishes like baked beans and 

coleslaw, and a variety of homemade 

cakes, including ‘Pennsylvania Dutch’ 

recipe whoopie pies.

The meats are cooked for many hours 

on site using a commercial rotisserie 

smoker which uses applewood for 

that sweet, smoked taste. Everett said 

the rotisserie makes the cooking more 

consistent and allows them to do up to 

500 pounds at once. They also have a 

large rotisserie on the catering truck for 

off-site cooking.

Pork takes about 14 hours in the 

rotisserie, brisket takes 12, and the ribs 

take about five hours.

 “If you want good tasting smoked 

meat, the key is low and slow,” said 

Everett. “Our pork literally falls apart.” 

He said their standards are higher 

which results in a better product. “The 

Department of Health recommends 

cooking chicken at 165 degrees, which 

is done, but sometimes has a greasy 

texture. We cook ours at 180 degrees 

and not only is it not greasy, you can 

spin it and the bone falls out.” 

Using only quality, local meats is also 

key for their success.

“If you start with a good quality 

product and do it right, you will end 

with a good product that keeps people 

coming back,” said Everett.

Having the right equipment and 

putting in a lot of hard work also 

contributes to their success, he added.

Little Everett’s continues their 

catering services offering the same 

quality food available at the restaurant. 

With the restaurant accounting for 

about 60 percent of their business 

and catering taking up the other 40 

percent, Everett said they got away 

from vending events. 

“We’re doing more parties and 

weddings and concentrating in those 

areas,” he said, noting that last summer, 

they catered a company event and fed 

550 people in about 52 minutes. “We’ll 

can even bring the tables, chairs and 

dance floor.”

He said their location near the edge 

of town makes it great for the business 

lunch crowd. Little Everett’s will also 

deliver food within a 10-mile radius, 

with a $25 minimum. And they do 

fundraisers.

Pulled pork is Little Everett’s hands 

down favorite, but their Wednesday 

night all-you-can-eat ribs and Thursday 

night all-you-can-eat chicken wings are 

also popular.

They recently added a brisket 

vegetable soup and a smoked 

chicken corn noodle soup.

They also sell Meadow Creek 

Barbecue award winning sauces by the 

bottle, available in apple, traditional, 

hot and hickory flavors.

Little Everett’s BBQ is open Tuesday 

through Thursday from 11 a.m. until 

7 p.m.; and Friday and Saturday from 

11 a.m. until 8 p.m. The restaurant is 

closed Sunday and Monday.

For delivery or call-ahead orders call 

717-632-3001.

For more information including 

menu and catering choices check out 

www.lilevsbbq.com. 



By Ashley Andyshak Hayes

In many bands, you’re likely 

to find one songwriter and a 

handful of musicians who sign 

on to add instrumentation to the 

frontman (or woman’s) lyrics. 

 But in the case of newly-formed 

Run the Willow, nearly every member 

has some serious songwriting and 

playing abilities.

 “A lot of us have a real passion for 

songwriting,” said banjoist Chris 

Hartlaub, as members of the band 

gathered at the Hanover Hub for 

an early dinner on a recent winter 

evening. 

 While most of the songs on the 

band’s first EP, released in 2014, were 

written by Vince Bruinsma, the group 

wants to include songs from other 

members on a new full-length album. 

 Bruinsma, a Indiana native who 

followed his wife back to Adams 

County after college, along with 

Gettysburg native David Sheads, 

originally recorded “The Wilderness 

Below EP” under the name Vincent 

James. Over the next year, the various 

pieces of Run the Willow began to 

fall into place. Bruinsma and Sheads 

joined forces with Aaron Susek, Bekah 

Foster, and Hartlaub, and re-recorded 

and released “The Wilderness Below” 

as a band last summer.

 Bruinsma, with a laugh, described 

the band’s sound as similar to 

Mumford and Sons, minus the foot 

stomping. However, he said there are 

also similarities to the Head and the 

Heart, Blind Pilot, Iron and Wine, 

and Bon Iver.

 Before joining forces as Run the 

Willow, all five members performed 

regularly at Waldo’s on Stratton, a 

artist co-op and performing space 

that fostered the growth of musicians 

and visual artists in Gettysburg. 

 “That definitely drew us together,” 

Foster said. 

 The studio on Stratton Street was 

closed to the public in September, as it 

was not compliant with Gettysburg’s 

building code. The musicians and 

artists who gathered at Waldo’s are 

working and performing in other 

venues while the co-op’s board, 

which includes Sheads, Bruinsma, 

and Susek, explore their options and 

search for a possible new location. 

Bruinsma said while there are no 

formal plans in place, the group 

hopes to re-establish Waldo’s as a 

public venue soon.

 “The community is still thriving,” 

Hartlaub said.

 Also unique to Run the Willow is 

that each of the band’s members not 

only brought their existing musical 

talent to the group; several also 

learned a new instrument. Classically 

trained on French horn and piano, 

Sheads learned bass. Foster offered 

her guitar and vocal abilities, but 

also learned percussion, and even 

Bruinsma played saxophone before 

focusing on his guitar and vocals.

 While each member of the band is 

inspired by different performers, all 

five said they are most influenced by 

local artists. Sheads said he doesn’t 

even turn on music just to listen 

anymore.

 “If I’m listening to music, it’s live 

music, or I’m playing,” he said. 

 As the band moves into their first 

full year together, they’ve set goals 

large and small. They would like 

to record an album on vinyl. They 

plan to enter the video for their song 

“The Dawn” into a contest to win an 

opportunity to perform an NPR Tiny 

Desk Concert. And they’d like to add 

some songs to their live set list and 

record a full-length album, featuring 

songs written by Bruinsma as well as 

other band members.

 “We’re ready to record the next set 

of songs for sure,” Hartlaub said. 

 Fans can stream Run the Willow’s 

“The Wilderness Below EP” at 

runthewillow.bandcamp.com, and 

find upcoming show dates on the 

band’s Facebook page. 

Run the Willow full
of talent and goals

BEYOND THE MICROPHONE
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