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2 Balti more Street
Gett ysburg, PA 17325

717.334.1999
facebook.com/blueandgraybarandgrill

twitt er: @bluegraybar

Gettysburg Community Theatre
Find Your Stage Door...And Open It!

Home of the Adams County School of  Musical Theatre

August 15, 16, 22 & 23
at 7pm

August 17 & 24
at 2pm

Directed by
Ann Walsh

Based on the novel.

June 12, 13, 20 & 21
at 7pm

June 15 & 22
at 2pm

Directed by
Bruce Moore

August Production
Camp Ages 4-16

Register Online

Everyone will be cast.

Performances
August 1-3, 2014

Gettysburg Community Theatre, 49 York Street, Gettysburg, PA 17325
Limited Seating. Order Tickets Online.

www.GettysburgCommunityTheatre.org or by calling 717-334-2692
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EDITOR’SNotebook
BY Alex J. HAYes

After that cold, snowy winter we just 
experienced, it is a relief to say summer is

finally here and this issue of Companion 
is just as bright as it is outside.

Writer Jim Hale recently visited one of the brightest buildings in Gettysburg, 
Bluebrick Gallery on Washington Street. The ‘Bluebrick chicks’ are working 
together and feeding off of each other to enhance the art scene in our historic 
town. After only a few years, they are making quite the impact.

Vanessa Pellechio writes about how the delicious food inside the SCCAP 
Café is ensuring a brighter future for many area residents. If you have not 
been to the Café, you may have eaten the program’s delicious offerings at 
local events such as the Literacy Council Trivia Night or Legislative Forum. 
Director Jeremy Schaffner is teaching these students culinary skills that they 
will be able to use their entire lives. 

Totem Pole Playhouse is one of this area’s many treasures. Writer Jessica 
Rudy recently sat down with Producing Artistic Director Rowan Joseph and 
discussed his life in theater and how he plans on using his experiences to 
ensure a bright future for the Playhouse.

Some of the brightest memories I have from childhood take place at 
Knoebel’s Amusement Resort in Elysburg, Pa. The park that time and greed 
forgot is only 20 minutes from my hometown and its free admission made 
it a great place to go with family and friends. Writer Ashley Andyshak Hayes 
recently visited the park for the first time and explains how it is the perfect 
trip to take on only one tank of gas.

Our year-long look into local bands, Beyond the Microphone, continues 
with Pale Barn Ghosts. These guys are not only talented, but creative. You 
may have to go to a few of their shows before you start singing along, since 
their entire set is comprised of original music.

As always, I hope you enjoy this issue of Gettysburg Companion. Thank 
you to all of the readers who called or emailed me expressing their gratitude 
for the magazine now being inserted into the Gettysburg Times newspaper.  
Please keep the feedback coming.
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Area residents from all walks 
of life, who are out & about, 
doing this & that.

1. Gettysburg College President Janet 
Morgan Riggs, far right, adjusts her cap 
prior to the 179th commencement at 
Gettysburg College on May 18. (Photo by 
Darryl Wheeler)

2. People say the Pledge of Allegiance 
during the ceremony held on May 3 to mark 
the 250th anniversary of East Berlin. (Photo 
by Darryl Wheeler)

3. The U. S. Army Fife and Drum Corp. 
march in the parade celebrating the 250th 
anniversary of East Berlin on May 3. (Photo 
by Darryl Wheeler)

4. Dave Armstrong, a member of the board 
of directors for the PA Chapter of chestnut 
and seed growers, shows students from the 
Ag Science class at Gettysburg High School 
the proper way to plant the chestnuts. The 
students planted about 500 chestnuts near 
Sach’s Bridge on April 23. (Photo by Darryl 
Wheeler)

5. People sample some of the coffee from 
the Ragged Edge Coffee Shop during the 
annual Taste of the Town event on April 6. 
(Photo by Darryl Wheeler)

6. Members of the Gettysburg Community 
Theatre perfomed “Jesus Christ Superstar” 
at their theater which is located at 49 York 
Street in Gettysburg. All six shows were sold 
out. (Photo by Darryl Wheeler)

7. Members of the Biglerville High School 
drum line play their drums during a 
performance in the high school gym on 
March 28. It was part of Friends & Family 
night for the drum line and color guards. 
(Photo by Darryl Wheeler)

1

2

COMMUNITYFaces
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WANT THE 
CONVENIENCE

OF HOME  
DELIVERY?

The Gettysburg Companion 
magazine, now in its 10th 
year, is complimentary and 
available at more than 100 
area advertisers, retailers and 
merchants. But have you con-
sidered the convenience of 
having the magazine delivered 
right to your door? Our sub-
scription rate is $27 for one 
year and $42 for two years, 
which is the best bargain. use 
this handy order form and sub-
scribe today to ensure that you 
don’t miss a single issue. you 
can also subscribe online at 
gettysburgcompanion.com

nAMe ________________________________

ADDReSS _____________________________

______________________________________

CITy _________________________________

STATe ________ ZIP ____________________

PHOne _______________________________

Mail your check or money order to:  
Gettysburg Companion 

Magazine 
P.O. Box 3669 

Gettysburg, PA 17325
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Goin’ OnWHAT’S

Compiled BY JessiCA A. RudY

OngOing
Wednesdays, June-July, 2-6 p.m.  
Wednesday’s Farm Fresh Market, held by the 
Adams County Farmer’s Market Association  
at the Gettysburg Heritage Center,  
Steinwehr Ave., Gettysburg

Wednesdays, June-July, 6-9 p.m. 
Women’s Singer Songwriter Night at Reid’s 
Orchard & Winery Tasting Room at Jennie’s 
House, 400 Baltimore St., Gettysburg.  
www.reidsorchardwinery.com 

Wednesdays, June-July, 7:30 p.m. 
The Majestic Theater, 25 Carlisle Street,  
Gettysburg, offers showing of classic movies.  
www.gettysburgmajestic.org (717) 337-8200

Wednesdays, June 11-July,  
6 p.m. & 6:30 p.m. 
Historic Church Tours of Gettysburg.  
www.historicchurchwalkingtours.org

Thursdays, June-July, 6-9 p.m. 
Singer Songwriter Night at Reid’s Orchard & 
Winery Tasting Room at Jennie’s House,  
400 Baltimore St., Gettysburg.  
www.reidsorchardwinery.com

Thursdays, June-July, 6-9 p.m. 
Thirsty Thursday at Hauser Estate Winery,  
410 Cashtown Road, Biglerville.  
www.hauserestate.com

Fridays, June-July, 9:30-2:30 p.m. 
Friday’s Farm Fresh Market, held by the 
Adams County Farmer’s Market Association 
at the Outlet Shoppes at Gettysburg.

Fridays-Saturdays,  
June-July, 7-10 p.m. 
Local musicians will perform live at Reid’s 
Orchard & Winery Tasting Room at Jennie’s 
House, 400 Baltimore St., Gettysburg.  
www.reidsorchardwinery.com

Fridays-Saturdays,  
June-July, 6-9 p.m. 
Hauser After Hours at Hauser Estate Winery,  
410 Cashtown Road, Biglerville.  
www.hauserestate.com

Saturdays, June-July, 7 a.m.-12 p.m. 
Gettysburg Farmers’ Market will be held on 
Lincoln Square in Gettysburg

Saturdays, June-July, 9:30-2:30 p.m. 
Saturday’s Farm Fresh Market, held by the 
Adams County Farmer’s Market Association 
at the Outlet Shoppes at Gettysburg

Saturdays, June-July,  
11:30 a.m.-1 p.m.  
Historic Christ Lutheran Church Tour hosted 
by Songs and Stories of a Civil War Hospital 
- Candlelight at Christ Church at Christ 
Lutheran Church, 30 Chambersburg St., 
Gettysburg

Saturdays, June-July, 7-8 p.m. 
“Courtyard Chats” at The Rupp House,  
451 Baltimore St., Gettysburg.  
www.gettysburgfoundation.org  
(717) 339-2175

Saturdays, June 14-July 5, 8 p.m. 
Songs and Stories of a Civil War Hospital 
– Candlelight at Christ Church, Christ 
Lutheran Church, 30 Chambersburg St., 
Gettysburg

Saturdays, July, 2-5 p.m. 
Summer Concert Series at Adams County 
Winery, Orrtanna. (717) 334-4631 
www.adamscountywinery.com

Third Saturdays,  
June and July, 12-3 p.m. 
The HGAC Architectural Salvage Warehouse 
is open on the first block of South 
Washington Street, Gettysburg.  
(717) 334-8312 or (717) 677-6400.
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Saturdays and Sundays, June-July 
Living History Demonstrations  
at The Rupp House,  
451 Baltimore St., Gettysburg.  
www.gettysburgfoundation.org  
(717) 339-2175

Saturdays and Sundays, June-July 
Living History Weekends will be held at sites 
throughout Gettysburg National Military 
Park. www.nps.gov/gett

Saturdays and Sundays, June-July 
The Music in the Valley! Concert Series will 
be held at Reid’s Orchard & Winery, 2135 
Buchanan Valley Road, Orrtanna.  
www.reidsorchardwinery.co

now - June 15 
“Steel Magnolias” at  
Totem Pole Playhouse, Fayetteville.  
www.totempoleplayhouse.org  
(717) 352-2164

Performance Times
Matinees

Tues., Wed., Sat., and Sun. @ 3:00 p.m.
Evenings

Wed., Thurs., Fri., and Sat. @ 8:00 p.m.

May 30 - June 15

Melissa Gilbert (Dancing with the Stars) stars as the smash 
hit movie comes to life on-stage in the funniest play to 

ever make you cry.

Sponsored by

“Totem Pole Tonight”
Ask about the FREE
Totem Pole Trolley

Sponsored by: WellSpan

www.gettysburg
companion.com



Goin’ OnWHAT’S

CoNTiNued

June
June 1, 12:30 p.m. and 3:30 p.m. 
Downtown Abbey Three-Course Afternoon 
Tea at Battlefield Bed & Breakfast, 2264 
Emmitsburg Road, Gettysburg, sponsored by 
Unitarian Universalists of Gettysburg. (717) 
359-5868 or (717) 357-1530

June 1, 1-4 p.m. 
Wine and Design at Hauser Estate Winery, 
410 Cashtown Road, Biglerville.  
www.hauserestate.com

June 2, 7 p.m.  
National Theatre Live: King Lear will be 
shown at the Majestic Theater,  
25 Carlisle Street, Gettysburg  
www.gettysburgmajestic.org (717) 337-8200

June 4, 6-9 p.m. 
Ladies Night at Hauser Estate Winery,  
410 Cashtown Road, Biglerville.  
www.hauserestate.com

June 5, 6-9 p.m. 
Singer Songwriter Night at Reid’s Orchard & 
Winery Tasting Room at Jennie’s House,  
400 Baltimore St., Gettysburg.  
www.reidsorchardwinery.com

June 5, 7 p.m. 
Why Books Matter will be presented at Pages 
of the Past Bookstore, 13 Baltimore St., 
Gettysburg. www.pagesofpast.com

June 6. 
First Friday, Gettysburg Style, will be 
celebrated at galleries, restaurants and 
retailers throughout downtown Gettysburg. 
gettysburgretailmerchants.com

June 6, 5-8 p.m. 
An artist reception for Dana Stewart will be 
held along with live music by Marilyn Dolly 
and Greg Daskivich at the Bluebrick Gallery, 

18 N. Washington St., Gettysburg.  
www.bluebrickgallery.com

June 7, 7 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Volunteer Work Day, hosted by the 
Gettysburg Foundation at Gettysburg 
National Military Park.  
www.gettysburgfoundation.org

June 7 
D-Day Anniversary Weekend will be 
commemorated at Eisenhower National 
Historic Site, Gettysburg with World War 
II living history demonstrations, and ranger 
programs. www.nps.gov/eise

June 7, 1-5 p.m. 
Become a Conservation Photographer, Part 1 
at Strawberry Hill Nature Preserve, Fairfield.  
Pre-registration required. (717) 642-5840.

June 7, 6 p.m. 
 “An Evening with the Painting” at  
Gettysburg National Military Park Museum  
& Visitor Center, 1195 Baltimore Pike, 
Gettysburg. www.gettysburgfoundation.org 
(877) 874-2478

June 8, 1-3 p.m. 
Home Wine Making Class,  

Adams County Winery, Orrtanna.  
www.adamscountywinery.com  
(717) 334-4631

June 8, 12-5 p.m. 
Canines and Chardonnay, a fundraiser for 
the Adams County SPCA at Hauser Estate 
Winery, 410 Cashtown Road, Biglerville. 
www.hauserestate.com

June 11, 1 p.m. 
A Victorian Tea, presented by Places Through 
Time Living History Inc. at Beech Springs 
Farm, 784 Mount Carmel Road, Orrtanna. 
placesthrutime@comcast.net (717) 398-2684

June 11, 6-9 p.m. 
Dancing with the Vines at Hauser Estate 
Winery, 410 Cashtown Road, Biglerville. 
www.hauserestate.com

June 11-15 
The Gettysburg Fest will be held at 
Gettysburg College surrounding Pennsylvania 
Hall, 300 N. Washington St., Gettysburg. 
Three stages of eclectic music and other live 
performances and demonstrations.  
www.gettysburgfestival.org (717) 334-0853

June 11-15 
8th annual BarnART Show and Sale 
presented by Historical Preservation Society 
of Gettysburg-Adams County at Historic 
GAR Hall, 53 E. Middle St., Gettysburg. 
www.hgaconline.org

June 12-14 
Lord Nelson’s Gallery presents History Meets 
the Arts at the Gettysburg College ballroom, 
Lincoln Ave., Gettysburg. (717) 334-7950

June 12-13 & June 20-21, 7 p.m.;  
June 15 & June 22, 2 p.m. 
Gettysburg Community Theatre, 49 York St., 
Gettysburg, presents “The Secret Garden.”  
www.gettysburgcommunitytheatre.org
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Goin’ OnWHAT’S

CoNTiNued

July
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June 14, 11 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Rusty’s Birthday Bash,  
Adams County Winery, Orrtanna.  
www.adamscountywinery.com  
(717) 334-4631

June 14, 1-5 p.m. 
Become a Conservation Photographer, Part 2 
at Strawberry Hill Nature Preserve, Fairfield.  
Pre-registration required. (717) 642-5840.

June 14-15, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
2014 Lavender Festival Lite, Willow Pond 
Farm, 145 Tract Road, Fairfield.  
www.willlowpondherbs.com

June 15, 2 p.m. 
Gettysburg’s Seminary Ridge Museum 
and witf Public Media present “Slavery by 
Another Name,” part of Conversations Film 
Series. www.seminaryridgemuseum.org

June 15, 2-4 p.m. 
Beyond Glory starring Stephen Lang will be 
presented at the Majestic Theater, 25 Carlisle 
Street, Gettysburg. www.gettysburgmajestic.
org (717) 337-8200

June 16, 6-9 p.m. 
Trivia Night at Hauser Estate Winery,  
410 Cashtown Road, Biglerville.  
www.hauserestate.com

June 16-17, 7 p.m. 
Gettysburg Community Theatre,  
49 York St., Gettysburg, will hold auditions 
for “Fiddler on the Roof Jr.”  
www.gettysburgcommunitytheatre.org

June 17, 7:30 p.m. 
Dave Weaver will present “Camp Colt: 
Eisenhower and Gettysburg” at the monthly 
educational  meeting of the Historic 
Preservation Society of Gettysburg-Adams 
County, G.A.R. Hall, 53 E. Middle St., 
Gettysburg. (717) 334-8312

June 20-July 13 
“Ring of Fire” at Totem Pole Playhouse, 
Fayetteville. www.totempoleplayhouse.org 
(717) 352-2164

June 21, 8 a.m.-4 p.m. 
58th annual New Oxford Antique Market 
and Craft Show, New Oxford.  
www.newoxford.org

June 21, 1-5 p.m. 
Become a Conservation Photographer, Part 3 
at Strawberry Hill Nature Preserve, Fairfield. 
Pre-registration required. (717) 642-5840.

June 22, 1-2:30 p.m. 
Renewal of the Vows at Hauser Estate 
Winery, 410 Cashtown Road, Biglerville. 
www.hauserestate.com

June 25, 7-9 p.m. 
Paint Night at Hauser Estate Winery, 410 
Cashtown Road, Biglerville.  
www.hauserestate.com

June 28, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.;  
June 29, 9 a.m.- 2 p.m. 
41st annual Civil War & Collector’s Show, 
Allstar Family Fun, 2638 Emmitsburg Road, 

Gettysburg. www.gbpa.org

June 28, 2-5 p.m. 
Appalachian Air Canines Championship at 
Hauser Estate Winery, 410 Cashtown Road, 
Biglerville. www.hauserestate.com

June 28-29 
Battle at Seminary Ridge held on Historic 
Seminary Ridge, Gettysburg. (717) 338-1776

June 28-29 
Soldiers of the Civil War, sponsored by 
the Gettysburg Battlefield Preservation 
Association at the Daniel Lady Farm, 980 
Hanover Road, Gettysburg. www.gbpa.org

June 29, 2-4 p.m. 
Artist reception for Linda Cooke at Hauser 
Estate Winery, 410 Cashtown Road, 
Biglerville. www.hauserestate.com

June 29, 5 p.m. 
Gettysburg Community Theatre presents 
“America the Beautiful” at Hauser Estate 
Winery, 410 Cashtown Road, Biglerville. 
www.hauserestate.com

July 1-4 
The Gettysburg National Military Park will 
observe the 151st anniversary of the Battle 
of Gettysburg with a series of battle walks 
and real-time programs led by Park Rangers. 
www.nps.gov/gett

July 3, 5 & 6 
Gettysburg Community Theatre,  
49 York St., Gettysburg, presents  
“Children of Gettysburg” and “American  
Pop Forever” at various times.  
www.gettysburgcommunitytheatre.org  
(717) 334-2692

Performance Times
Matinees

Tues., Wed., Sat., and Sun. @ 3:00 p.m.
Evenings

Wed., Thurs., Fri., and Sat. @ 8:00 p.m.

Ju 20 - July 13
Broadway stars Jason Edwards, 
Allison Briner, Johnny Kinnaird 
and Trenna Barnes, with some of 
Nashville’s top musicians in a full 
thrott led, boot stompin’ musical 
tribute to “The Man in Black”.

Sponsored by

“Totem Pole Tonight”
Ask about the FREE
Totem Pole Trolley

Sponsored by: WellSpan



Goin’ OnWHAT’S

CoNTiNued

July 4 
First Friday, Gettysburg Style, will be 
celebrated at galleries, restaurants and 
retailers throughout downtown Gettysburg. 
gettysburgretailmerchants.com

July 4, 5-8 p.m. 
An artist reception for local artists Erin 
Brown, Lisa Harman, Jill Rakowicz, Amy 
Svec, Dana Stewart and Linda Toomey will 
be held at Bluebrick Gallery,  
18 N. Washington St., Gettysburg.  
www.bluebrickgallery.com

July 4-6 p.m. 
151st Gettysburg Anniversary Civil War 
Battle Re-enactment will be held just west of 
Gettysburg. www.gettysburgreenactment.com

July 5, 6 p.m. 
“An Evening with the Painting” at  
Gettysburg National Military Park Museum 
& Visitor Center, 1195 Baltimore Pike, 
Gettysburg. www.gettysburgfoundation.org 
(877) 874-2478

July 5, 5-9 p.m. 
Confederates take the Shriver House, at the 
Shriver House Museum, 309 Baltimore St., 
Gettysburg. www.shriverhouse.org

July 7-8, 7 p.m. 
Gettysburg Community Theatre, 49 York 
St., Gettysburg, will hold auditions for “A 
Funny Thing Happened On the Way to The 
Forum.” www.gettysburgcommunitytheatre.
org (717) 334-2692

July 7-18 
Musical Theatre Day Camp for ages  
4-18 at Gettysburg Community Theatre,  
49 York St., Gettysburg.  
www.gettysburgcommunitytheatre.org  
(717) 334-2692

July 10, 11:30 p.m. 
Children’s Butterfly Tea to benefit Adams 
County Special Olympics held at Hickory 

Bridge Farm Restaurant, 96 Hickory Bridge 
Road, Orrtanna. (717) 642-5261

July 10-13 
Gettysburg Bike Week will be held at sites 
throughout Gettysburg.  
www.gettysburgbikeweek.com

July 18-Aug. 3 
“The Foreigner” at Totem Pole Playhouse, 
Fayetteville. www.totempoleplayhouse.org 
(717) 352-2164

July 18-19 & July 25-26, 7 p.m.;  
July 20 & July 27, 2 p.m. 
Gettysburg Community Theatre, 49 York St., 
Gettysburg, presents “Fiddler On The Roof 
Jr.” www.gettysburgcommunitytheatre.org 
(717) 334-2692

July 19, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 
John Scott Adams Seminar, featuring Ralph 
Siegel at the Gettysburg National Military 
Park Museum & Visitors Center, Baltimore 
Pike, Gettysburg.  
www.gettysburgfoundation.org

July 19, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
15th annual Adams County Irish Festival, 
Moose Park, Gettysburg.  

www.adamscountyirishfestival.com

July 19, 4:30-8 p.m. 
Dwight D. Eisenhower Society Summer 
Picnic at the Eisenhower National Historical 
Site, Gettysburg. (717) 334-2100, ext. 124 
chrisc@gettysburg.com

July 21-Aug. 1 
Musical Theatre Day Camp for ages  
4-18 at Gettysburg Community Theatre,  
49 York St., Gettysburg.  
www.gettysburgcommunitytheatre.org  
(717) 334-2692 

July 26, 6 p.m. 
“An Evening with the Painting” at  
Gettysburg National Military Park Museum 
& Visitor Center, 1195 Baltimore Pike, 
Gettysburg. www.gettysburgfoundation.org 
(877) 874-2478 

July 27 
11th annual Old Fashioned CornFest at the 
Historic Round Barn and Farm Market, 298 
Cashtown Road, Biglerville. (717) 334-1984
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August 8 Thru 31
The family friendly Broadway musical based on the

Gospel of St. Matt hew directed by 
Totem Pole’s Producing Artistic 
Director, Rowan Joseph (from
‘The Amazing Race’)

Sponsored by
Pefomance Time

Mainee
Tues., Wed., Sat., and Sun. @ 3:00 p.m.

Evenin
Wed., Thurs., Fri., and Sat. @ 8:00 p.m.

“Totem Pole Tonight”
Ask about the FREE
Totem Pole Trolley

Sponsored by:
WellSpan

Performance Times
Matinees

Tues., Wed., Sat., and Sun. @ 3:00 p.m.
Evenings

Wed., Thurs., Fri., and Sat. @ 8:00 p.m.

July 18 - Auu 3
Ken Jenkins (Dr. Kelso from 
Scrubs) and Jill Larson (Opal
Cortlandt from All My Children) 

star in this hilarious, belly laugh 
 lled romp where the good
guys win.

Sponsored by

“Totem Pole Tonight”
Ask about the FREE
Totem Pole Trolley

Sponsored by: WellSpan

www.gettysburg
companion.com
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PERSONALITY

Profile STORy By jeSSICA A. RuDy
PHOTOS By DARRyl WHeeleR



Old roots in new role at Totem Pole

Rowan Joseph mused as he stood center 
stage at Totem Pole Playhouse.
“From the second I set foot on a stage, 

it was the most comfortable place on earth 
to me.” 

Rowan, the producing artistic director at 
the Fayetteville theater, was deep in the midst 
of planning the 2014 season - complete with 
all its requisite business decisions. 

Not only has he chosen the lineup for 
the season and conducted auditions and 
bookings to fill the roles, but he’s deeply 
involved in ticket sales, sponsorships and 
partnerships. 

During a recent chat, he was busy pouring 
over headshots and making decisions about 
the Totem Pole Awards for area students 
in high school musicals. That awards 
presentation was held in May.

It’s a lot to balance. But he doesn’t seem 
to mind. 

In fact, he loves it. Theater is in his bones.
Rowan took the reins at the playhouse 

in the fall of 2013 after at least a year of 
rough waters at the theater in the woods. 
His appointment was a welcome surprise 
to Totem Pole regulars - after all, most 
Caledonia theater-goers remembered him 
best for his turn in “The Queen of Bingo,” 
several seasons ago. And there’s his time on a 
recent season of “The Amazing Race” as half 
of Team Bingo with best friend and business 

partner Shane Partlow.
But Rowan’s connections to Totem 

Pole run deep, and his unfailingly positive 
attitude has gone a long way to create 
wonderful friendships with folks throughout 
the Adams and Franklin county area.

His first show was in “The Man Who 
Came To Dinner.” He played Professor 
Metz, and can still quote many of his lines 
from the show. 

That was his junior year of high school 
at a suburban school near Reading, Pa. He 
quickly started working with what is now 
the Reading Civic Theatre. He was sure by 
the end of high school that the theater was 
where he belonged.

By the late 1970s, he landed a professional 
gig at Penn State’s Berks Summer Theatre. 
In 1980, he made the jump and moved to 
New York City. 

Many young actors spend years marinating 
in college programs, and, Rowan explains, 
playing roles they won’t again have until 
they reach old age. Plus, many programs 
have younger students “hammering nails” 
instead of performing. 

So after high school, Rowan decided to 
jump right into the world of acting, and 
sought out jobs rather than an academic 
program.

“I began to discover the world of 
professional theater,” he explains. He learned 

on the job many aspects of the business and 
forged lasting frienships. 

He continues: “Fortunately, I worked 
non-stop.”

In those early days, he found his way 
to Totem Pole for a few hours. There, he 
was able to spend time with legendary 
Totem Pole artistic director Bill Putch. The 
pair spent hours going every inch of Bill’s 
playhouse, talking shop and Rowan’s future. 
Rowan has said that conversation was 
instrumental in cementing his commitment 
to theater. 

Around the same time, Rowan met his 
“ideal producer” when he joined the New 
London Barn Playhouse in New Hampshire. 

It’s an institution much like Totem Pole. 
It offers summer shows, and has served as a 
launch pad for many in theater and film. It 
is the oldest continually operating summer 
theater in the country.

At “The Barn” Rowan worked under 
Norman Leger, who guided the playhouse 
for 50 years.

“I went away and did a whole season,” 
says Rowan of the summer of 1980. He 
played a variety of roles as a character actor, 
and went to the barn repeatedly after his 
initial summer. 

“He would tell people I was like a locust,” 
he laughs, recalling Leger. 

“I always thought that, when it’s time to 

Rowan Joseph
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wind down the career, it was going to be at 
The Barn,” he continues.

But fate led him to Totem Pole, where 
he discovered an unexpected connection to 
Caledonia. 

In his first weeks as producing artistic 
director, he was going through old programs, 
particularly the 1952 program from the first 
summer the theater was in operation. 

Listed as property manager for the 1952 
season was Norman Leger.

The original Totem Pole looks eerily 
similar to the New London Barn Playhouse.

“This is where Norman got his start,” says 
Rowan. “It’s one of those things that let me 
know I am in the right place and where I’m 
supposed to be.”

But first there was more to create.
He’s acted on stage and in film and 

television, with some pretty big stars. 
Viewers may remember him from “Raising 
Helen,” where he worked on a used car lot 
with Kate Hudson. Or from “The Princess 
Diaries 2,” where he worked with Julie 
Andrews and Anne Hathaway. There’s also 

his turn on “The Gilmore Girls.” Plus, 
there’s Katherine Hepburn, Kevin Spacey, 
Anthony Hopkins and others. 

Then there’s his stint on “The Amazing 
Race,” where he and Shane Partlow 
comprised a popular team of racers 

attempting to get through Chile. 
He and Partlow operate Theater A Go-

Go Inc., which has toured “The Queen 
of Bingo,” and “An Evening with Jack 
Klugman” among other shows. 

In 2001, he became producing director 
at the Falcon Theatre in Los Angeles, and 
spent several years improving and sustaining 

the theater’s programs and offerings.
But a highlight of his career was filming 

and producing “Johnny Got His Gun.”
It’s a simple but wrenching filming of a 

stage play of the same name, based originally 
on a book.

“It just blew me away when I saw it,” says 
Rowan.

“He (Partlow) and I decided we were 
going to put out a tour,” he continues.

So Rowan ventured to the Lincoln Center, 
where there was an old video of the one-man 
show being staged on file and available to 
view. 

“It was one-third gone,” he explains. “This 
is gone, and I want to make a film of this.”

Partlow cautioned there was only enough 
money to either make a new video, or 
money to tour the show.

They went with the video and got actor 
Ben McKenzie to take on the role.

“It’s a true story,” says Rowan. “It is a 
soldier who is literally trapped in his own 
body.”

The soldier, who fought in World War 

  Community - I think that’s why 
I keep coming back to the theater. 
The people who are a part of that 
community I feel most
comfortable and safe around.

“
”
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I, has had both arms and both legs 
amputated and lost his face. The story is 
his attempt to deal with his losses.

“I accidentally made a movie,” Rowan 
says with a smile. “I’m really proud of it.”

That was around 2008. Now he’s 
active in a committee which is trying 
to get a copy of the film into every high 
school library in the United States as a 
companion to reading the book. 

“It’s a hard movie. It’s not easy to watch. 
It’s a camera, a bench, a chair and an 
actor,” he explains. “I wanted something 
that would be timeless.”

It’s anti-war, while being supportive of 
the soldier, he continues. 

“I made sure the hero of the piece is the 
warrior,” he explains.

In that vein, a portion of every sale 
of “Johnny Got His Gun” goes to the 
Fallen Patriot Fund to assist the families 
of soldiers killed in action, and seriously 
injured veterans and their families.

For Rowan, his life’s work has been 
about the community and the feeling one 
gets on stage. It’s clear that personally, 
and professionally, he’s arrived at Totem 
Pole at just the right time.

“(The) community - I think that’s 
why I keep coming back to the theater,” 
says Rowan. “(It is) the people who are 
a part of that community I feel most 
comfortable and safe around.”
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SCCAP Foodservice Development  
Program helps many  
follow their passion
Story by Vanessa Pellechio | Photos by Darryl Wheeler

The Taste
of  Success
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Jason Snyder of East Berlin was struggling 
to find a job in the Gettysburg area with his 
Associates Degree in computer management.

He decided to follow his real passion 
instead. 

Snyder’s passion for cooking was in his 
blood, since his grandfather worked as a 
military cook and became a butcher for the 
rest of his life after his time serving. 

The 40-year-old signed up for a 
Foodservice Development Program and 
ServSafe training through South Central 
Community Action Programs (SCCAP). 

“I was sent back in life,” Snyder said. “I 
found a chance to start over.”

The program helped Snyder land a full-
time management position at Transitions 
Healthcare as a dietary supervisor. 

“The program made me become a 
better person,” Snyder continued. “I owe 
my success to this program that got me a 
wonderful job.”

Snyder still gives a hand at catering events 
through the program with Jeremy Schaffner, 
program director and chef instructor, when 
his work schedule permits. 

Snyder said it’s up to each individual to be 
successful in the program, and he gained the 
most experience at different catering events 
during his time there. 

The Foodservice Development Program, 
which lasts up to eight weeks, started four 
and a half years ago, according to Schaffner.

The mission of the program is to “teach 
students entry level foodservice skills so 
they can become more employable in the 
foodservice industry,” Schaffner said.

Students who participate in the program 
are evaluated on kitchen performance, put 
in a restaurant situation by working at 
the full-service SCCAP Cafe open to the 
public and also cater at community events, 
Schaffner said. 

“We do want a commercial aspect to the 

give them the experience of a cafe,” Schaffner 
said, adding that the menu is static with 
burgers, sandwiches and different salads as 
well as daily specials. 

The SCCAP Café helps sustain the 
program because all the sales go back into it, 
according to Schaffner. 

SCCAP has catered for 23 individual 
community organizations to date from the 
Exchange Club dinner to the Legislative 
Luncheon and Agricultural Breakfast. The 
program averages four or five catering events 
a month. 

During the program, students are tested 
for their ServSafe certification, which 
is a nationally-recognized sanitation 
certification, Schaffner said. Pennsylvania 
restaurants are required to have someone on 
staff at all times with that certification. 

“Once they pass the ServSafe test, they go 
into the job search,” Schaffner continued. 
“We try to cater toward the type of place 
students want to work as much as possible.”

Several students were offered a variety of 
jobs because of the program from a prep 
cook or line cook to management positions. 

Schaffner said the positions are normally 
entry level, but students average $1 more an 
hour with the ServSafe certification. 

Since the program started, eight students 
have found full-time employment at 
Transitions Healthcare, Broski’s Pizza, 
McDonald’s, Lincoln Diner, Wendy’s, 
Burger King and The Pub Restaurant and 
Grill. 

Daniel Minthorne, Victoria Martin, 
Derrick Bergeron and Jennifer Bergeron are 
all current students who joined the SCCAP 
program with the goal to get jobs. 

Minthorne, born and raised in 
Gettysburg, said he has a background in 
culinary arts and graduated from Keystone 
Job Corps in Drums. 

But Minthorne said his experience in the 

SCCAP program is much different than 
what he learned in school. 

“The chef is a great trainer and teaches 
us a lot,” Minthorne continued. “We get to 
have more hands-on training.”

Minthorne said he was not happy 
working at Hoss’s Steak and Sea House as 
a dish washer. 

“Here is a person who graduated and 
wanted to be a cook,” Minthorne said. “I 
had people telling me I wasn’t qualified for 
the positions I wanted to do.”

Minthorne hopes to find a job as a cook 
at a local restaurant in town.

Another Gettysburg resident, who is 
21 years old, joined the program to get 
experience for a future job.

Victoria Martin said she never had a 
job before SCCAP and heard about the 
program from her mother. 

Martin plans to pass the ServSafe test for 
“bragging rights” and cook for her family 
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parties after she lands any type of cooking 
job at a restaurant, she said. 

“I just have to take it one step at a time,” 
Martin said. 

Derrick and Jennifer Bergeron decided 
to take one step at a time after moving 
from Brattleboro, Vt. to find jobs in the 
Gettysburg area, where Derrick’s mother 
lives. 

Derrick said Brattleboro was such a small 
town, much smaller than Gettysburg with 
only local family-run businesses to work at. 

“There was nothing out there,” Derrick 
continued. “It was a tough market. We came 
here in hopes of finding something better.”

Both Derrick and Jennifer passed the 
ServSafe test, so they will be moving forward 
with the job search portion. 

Jennifer said the tests would have cost 
them $200 each pass or fail if they were not 
in the program, but SCCAP offers the test 
for free if students qualify. Schaffner helps 
students prepare for the tests with pre-tests 
in the process, Jennifer said. 

The couple chose to come to the program 
together because they wanted a better 
chance of getting decent jobs.

Schaffner said the program was opened in 
Gettysburg by necessity because of SCCAP. 
The Food Development program is under 
the umbrella of SCCAP, but operates with a 
different program director. 

SCCAP was created in 1965 when 
Congress passed the Economic Opportunity 
Act of 1964 to help those living in poverty 
in Adams and Franklin counties and give 
them a chance to help with policy decision, 
according to SCCAP’s website. 

 Surveys, available through grant money, 
were conducted and found problems in 
Hamiltonban Township, Berwick Township, 
Straban Township and Gettysburg Borough’s 
third ward. The surveys found “problems 
of poor housing, underemployment, low 

education levels, lack of neighborhood 
facilities, lack of programs for youth and 
limited knowledge of available services,” the 
website said. 

Other programs through SCCAP include: 
childcare information services, employment 
services, cleaning, weatherization, homeless 
shelters and homeless assistance program, 
women, infants and children’s program, 
MLK career aide program, support circles, 
emergency services and utility assistance and 
food pantries.

The Foodservice Development Program 
started in the beginning of 2010 as a 
temporary placeholder under the American 
Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 
(ARRA), according to Schaffner. The goal of 
the ARRA was to create and save jobs as well 
as offer relief programs for people affected 
by the recession. 

When the temporary program was in the 
developmental phase, Schaffner said there 
was not any protocol or guidelines for how 
to design it.

The hardest part for Schaffner was 
creating an entire curriculum because a 
relief program did not exist before. The 
curriculum evolved once Schaffner was able 
to put the kitchen together. 

In the beginning, the program did not 
start with a restaurant-style kitchen like 
it needed to, Schaffner said. Members 
of SCCAP attended auctions and pieced 
together items to make it work. 

Schaffner said there also was trouble 
getting the health department to certify the 
kitchen because they saw the relief program 
as a homeless shelter at first. 

 But Schaffner said the program proved 
to be successful by placing people in the 
community in jobs and becoming self-
sufficient. 

“I have employers calling and asking if we 
have anyone available,” Schaffner continued. 

“The program made me 
become a better person. 
I owe my success to this 
program that got me a 
wonderful job.”  
Jason Snyder, Transitions 
Healthcare dietary supervisor
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The program has an 80 percent retention 
rate, so Schaffner said people who finish 
the program are the ones who land the jobs 
they want. 

Schaffner said the people in the program 
are focused, enjoy cooking, respect the 
restaurant industry and have an end goal of 
landing a job.

“It’s been good at attracting people who 
are generally interested in the industry and 
want to get a job in the restaurant industry,” 
Schaffner said. 

The program has open enrollment for 
student referrals to be submitted at any 
time with classes running Tuesday through 
Friday, according to Schaffner. 

Schaffner, who grew up in Gettysburg, 
takes pride in his work as a mentor through 
the program. 

Schaffner is a graduate of the Yorktown 
Business Institute School of Culinary Arts 
in York and has been in the restaurant 
business for 15 years with experience from 
a position as executive chef on Hilton Head 
Island in South Carolina. 

“Not only do I get to run a restaurant 
and cater, which I love to do, but I also get 
to help people,” said Schaffner, who has 
been teaching in culinary schools for five 
years. “It’s been a very positive experience 
for me.”

The benefits of the program include: 

hands-on education from an experienced 
chef, learning in a small class size, no 
financial costs if students meet program 
guidelines, learn valuable skills through 
the ServSafe certification, become more 
employable, assisted on job search, gain 
experience in the industry and enter the job 
market. 

Schaffner said it is great seeing people, 
who were heavily relying on assistance, get 
jobs and become more self-sufficient on 
their own through SCCAP. 

To find a program like the Foodservice 
Development Program offered through 
SCCAP, Schaffner said people would need 
to go to Harrisburg. 

“There is no other nonprofit program like 
this through community action programs 
in the state,” Schaffner said. “It’s unique in 
that way.” 

Schaffner said he believes the program 
fits in Gettysburg because of the tourism 
and hospitality in the borough as well as 
the nice job market for students to land 
restaurant jobs. 

The SCCAP Cafe is open to the public 
Tuesday to Friday from 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 
p.m. 

For more information about the 
Foodservice Development Program, 
contact Jeremy Schaffner at jschaffner@
sccap.org or 717-334-7643 ext. 175.
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‘Bluebrick chicks’ use each other to maximize creativity
Story and photoS by Jim hale

There’s not a blue brick to be found 
at the Bluebrick Gallery, unless 
you count a few that are colored 

with chalk near the front door.
Open that door and you’ll step into a col-

orful showcase for the work of the gallery’s 
member artists, ranging from paintings to 
jewelry to pottery, plus much more.

Just as importantly, the warm redbrick 
structure at 18 N. Washington St. is a 
magnet helping to draw people to Gettys-
burg’s historic downtown, and a hub for 
the burgeoning Adams County art scene.

The Bluebrick’s roster of artists has 
changed during the gallery’s five-year his-
tory, but a solid core has remained since 
the beginning, when Lisa Harman and Jill 
Rakowicz got to talking at an art education 
conference in New Orleans.

“I had the space, and I’ve always wanted 
to do something like this,” Harman said.

Rakowicz recognized a good idea when 
she heard one, and quickly agreed that it 
would be “so cool” to transform the build-
ing into a gallery.

To make the transformation complete, 
they needed the perfect name for the new 
venture. 

Lots of creative brainstorming ensued. 
“Jill and I went ‘round and ‘round,” Har-
man said.

The name needed to be memorable, said 
Rakowicz. Her intuition told her “two 
random things that don’t belong together” 
might stick in the mind. She offered up 
“yellow brick” as an example, but allitera-
tion took over and the brick became blue.

But Bluebrick can’t run itself.
“It’s not always easy,” Rakowicz said. 

“We all have our own art to show in the 
gallery, and we all have responsibilities.”

“There’s no other way to do it,” Harman 
said. “We fly by the seat of our pants. It 
works, but none of us can quit our day 
jobs.”

Most of those day jobs are in classrooms, 
so the gallery’s activities to some extent re-
flect a teacher’s work schedule. Bluebrick 
accelerates in the summer and runs in a 
lower gear during the school year.

First Fridays, however, are always an im-
portant focus. Like many other downtown 
Gettysburg establishments, Bluebrick of-
fers something special on the first Friday 
evening of the month, such as inviting lo-
cal musicians to perform amidst the art. A 
tasting of wine from local producers may 
be in the offering.

“First Friday is a big night,” said Har-
man.

“We like to connect with the commu-
nity,” Rakowicz agreed.

In addition to showing the coop mem-
bers’ own work, the gallery has shown 
their students’ creations and offered dem-
onstrations, such as how to shape clay on a 
potter’s wheel. One event offered attendees 
the chance to make their own small pieces 
of art, which they then traded like baseball 
cards.

The gallery is also a place to network 
with other local businesses and an attrac-
tion to “pull people downtown,” Rakowicz 
said.

Bluebrick is also a salon in the old sense 
of the word, a gathering place for artists 
and those interested in the arts.

“There’s definitely an inclusivity,” art-
ist Erin Brown said. “Everybody’s invited. 
We’re very social.”

Bluebrick feels a strong “community 
connection,” Rakowicz said.

In addition to its welcoming vibe, Blue-
brick is almost literally a hub for the local 
art scene, since several art-related business-
es are nearby, and the Adams County Art 
Council is only a block away. Bluebrick 
has collaborated with the latter, including 
a show there in January.

The gallery’s mission statement is an 
eloquent summation: “The Bluebrick pro-
vides an intimate setting in which to expe-
rience the diversity and depth of our local 
artistic community. The Bluebrick strives 
to contribute to that larger tapestry, offer-
ing workshops and demonstrations, shar-
ing our work as we engage in the creation 
and celebration of art!”

That formula has been successful for five 

Feeding 
Inspiration
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years, during which Harman’s 11-year-old 
son has practically “grown up living in this 
gallery,” she said, and sometimes he’s been 
the only male in sight.

So far, the self-proclaimed “Bluebrick 
chicks” have all been women, but they said 
that’s a matter of chance rather than de-
sign. The coop is always on the lookout for 
new artists — including men.

The current crew of local artists are also 
are art educators or art students: Brown 
teaches at Gettysburg Area Middle School, 
Harman at Biglerville High School, Sarah 
Maclay at Shippensburg High School, Ra-
kowicz in the Littlestown Area district, and 
Amy Svec at a local child care center. Dana 
Stewart is seeking a position with her art 
education degree in hand. Anna Stoner is 
studying at the Savannah College of Art 
and Design. Linda Toomey studied visual 
communications at Frederick Community 
College.

“I’m inspired by these guys,” Toomey 
said of her fellow Bluebrick artists. “We 
feed off each other.”

The artists serve up a rich and widely 
varying menu.

Brown likens her creations to “whimsi-
cal folk art,” but the viewer shouldn’t mis-
take whimsy for lack of depth. Her work 
in pen and ink and gouache seeks to un-
pack the meaning of whatever subject she 
depicts. For example, she said, a picture of 
a structure is in fact “a building portrait,” 
an effort to show what makes that unique 
space important for people.

Harman has mastered many media in 
order to teach her students about them. 
Accordingly, her work encompasses a 
broad spectrum, not only of luminous 
colors, but also of materials. She paints, 

makes pottery and jewelry, and works in 
enamel and glass. “Sometimes I mix them 
all together,” she said.

Sarah Maclay paints atmospheric 
scenes. A Bluebrick news release called 
them “beautifully haunting.” She focuses 
on “the landscape that I experience in my 
daily commute – from the orchards and 
farms of Adams County, up into the for-
ested hills of Micheaux, and finally to the 
stunning expanse of the Great Valley,” she 
wrote on the Bluebrick website. “I find 
myself drawn to the unexpected colors and 
contrasts in moments of changing light, to 
the shifting transitions between day and 
night.”

Using an ancient method of melding 
wax and paint, Rakowicz said she creates 
“encaustic” works that often analyze “de-
velopmental mark-makings,” which are the 
typical artistic moves that chart a child’s 
journey along the path of motor-skill de-
velopment. “I’m very curious about what 
their mark-makings mean” and how much 
planning the shapes on paper reflect, she 
said. “In my work, I try to find a balance 
between the rational process and what’s 
subconscious.”

Stewart is the newest Bluebrick artist, 
having joined this spring. A photographer, 
she works both digitally and with the time-
honored techniques of film, plunging into 
either Photoshop or the darkroom to fin-
ish the job. Yet another dimension arises 
when she cuts photos apart and weaves 
prints together by hand.

Stoner’s studies focus on jewelry design 
“My pieces usually incorporate mixed 
metals and asymmetrical designs with an 
antique flair,” she wrote on the gallery’s 
website. “I also work with paper, to cre-

ate paper cut creatures,” and “I experiment 
with wool and different fibers as well.”

Svec is also a hands-on artist, creating 
mixed-media collages, often with found 
papers. Texts play a key role as she incorpo-
rates affirmative statements into her work. 
She is all about “happy, positive thoughts,” 
she said. “That’s the way I want to feel and 
how I want others to feel. Everything in-
spires me.

Skirting the boundaries of figurative and 
abstract art, Toomey’s expressive paintings 
explore people, movement, and color. “It’s 
a pretty uninhibited technique,” she said.

“I believe we can find creativity in ev-
erything we do,” Toomey wrote in an art-
ist’s statement. “I believe the creative life 
to be one of a deeply connected, artistic 
journey: always seeking and finding new 
inspirations to explore.”

For those seeking such inspirations, the 
Bluebrick Gallery is a good place to look.

Information and images of the artists’ 
works are at www.bluebrickgallery.com or 
on the gallery’s Facebook page. The gallery’s 
phone number is 717-420-0103.

“I’m inspired by these guys 
... We feed off each other.”

- Linda Toomey
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years, during which Harman’s 11-year-old 
son has practically “grown up living in this 
gallery,” she said, and sometimes he’s been 
the only male in sight.

So far, the self-proclaimed “Bluebrick 
chicks” have all been women, but they said 
that’s a matter of chance rather than de-
sign. The coop is always on the lookout for 
new artists — including men.

The current crew of local artists are also 
are art educators or art students: Brown 
teaches at Gettysburg Area Middle School, 
Harman at Biglerville High School, Sarah 
Maclay at Shippensburg High School, Ra-
kowicz in the Littlestown Area district, and 
Amy Svec at a local child care center. Dana 
Stewart is seeking a position with her art 
education degree in hand. Anna Stoner is 
studying at the Savannah College of Art 
and Design. Linda Toomey studied visual 
communications at Frederick Community 
College.

“I’m inspired by these guys,” Toomey 
said of her fellow Bluebrick artists. “We 
feed off each other.”

The artists serve up a rich and widely 
varying menu.

Brown likens her creations to “whimsi-
cal folk art,” but the viewer shouldn’t mis-
take whimsy for lack of depth. Her work 
in pen and ink and gouache seeks to un-
pack the meaning of whatever subject she 
depicts. For example, she said, a picture of 
a structure is in fact “a building portrait,” 
an effort to show what makes that unique 
space important for people.

Harman has mastered many media in 
order to teach her students about them. 
Accordingly, her work encompasses a 
broad spectrum, not only of luminous 
colors, but also of materials. She paints, 

makes pottery and jewelry, and works in 
enamel and glass. “Sometimes I mix them 
all together,” she said.
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scenes. A Bluebrick news release called 
them “beautifully haunting.” She focuses 
on “the landscape that I experience in my 
daily commute – from the orchards and 
farms of Adams County, up into the for-
ested hills of Micheaux, and finally to the 
stunning expanse of the Great Valley,” she 
wrote on the Bluebrick website. “I find 
myself drawn to the unexpected colors and 
contrasts in moments of changing light, to 
the shifting transitions between day and 
night.”

Using an ancient method of melding 
wax and paint, Rakowicz said she creates 
“encaustic” works that often analyze “de-
velopmental mark-makings,” which are the 
typical artistic moves that chart a child’s 
journey along the path of motor-skill de-
velopment. “I’m very curious about what 
their mark-makings mean” and how much 
planning the shapes on paper reflect, she 
said. “In my work, I try to find a balance 
between the rational process and what’s 
subconscious.”

Stewart is the newest Bluebrick artist, 
having joined this spring. A photographer, 
she works both digitally and with the time-
honored techniques of film, plunging into 
either Photoshop or the darkroom to fin-
ish the job. Yet another dimension arises 
when she cuts photos apart and weaves 
prints together by hand.

Stoner’s studies focus on jewelry design 
“My pieces usually incorporate mixed 
metals and asymmetrical designs with an 
antique flair,” she wrote on the gallery’s 
website. “I also work with paper, to cre-

ate paper cut creatures,” and “I experiment 
with wool and different fibers as well.”

Svec is also a hands-on artist, creating 
mixed-media collages, often with found 
papers. Texts play a key role as she incorpo-
rates affirmative statements into her work. 
She is all about “happy, positive thoughts,” 
she said. “That’s the way I want to feel and 
how I want others to feel. Everything in-
spires me.

Skirting the boundaries of figurative and 
abstract art, Toomey’s expressive paintings 
explore people, movement, and color. “It’s 
a pretty uninhibited technique,” she said.

“I believe we can find creativity in ev-
erything we do,” Toomey wrote in an art-
ist’s statement. “I believe the creative life 
to be one of a deeply connected, artistic 
journey: always seeking and finding new 
inspirations to explore.”

For those seeking such inspirations, the 
Bluebrick Gallery is a good place to look.

Information and images of the artists’ 
works are at www.bluebrickgallery.com or 
on the gallery’s Facebook page. The gallery’s 
phone number is 717-420-0103.

“I’m inspired by these guys 
... We feed off each other.”

- Linda Toomey



 24  /  Gettysburg Companion  /  June/July 2014

Hours: Sunday-Thursday 10am-7pm, 
Friday & Saturday 10am-9pm

42 York Street
Gettysburg, PA 17325

717.685.5207
larry@forthehistorian.com
www.forthehistorian.com

We have something for everyone!
• Civil War

• Napoleonics
• Wargaming

• Modeling IPMS AMPS
• Toy Soldiers

• Armor
• Ancient World

• Medieval
• Renaissance
• 18th Century

• American Revolution
• Britannia British Anglophilic

• Civilian History

• World War II
• Aircraft

• Victorian Era
• 19th Century
• World War I

• Modern - Post World War II
• Naval

• Firearms
• Militaria

• Model Kits
• Railroad Trains Railway

• Asia - Prior to WWII
• And Much More!

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE!

BooksBooks

Full Service Location
672 Knoxlyn-Orrtanna Road

Gettysburg, PA 17325
Of ce: 717-337-1040 • Fax: 717-337-1078

www.bncautomenders.com
Email: info@bncautomenders.com

Estimating Of ce In Littlestown
42 South Queen Street
Littlestown, PA 17340

Of ce: 717-359-1335 • Fax: 717-359-1336
www.bncautomenders.com

Email: info@bncautomenders.com
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• FREE ESTIMATES

• FRAME STRAIGHTENING
• EXPERT COLOR MATCHING

• STATE OF THE ART EQUIPMENT
• PROFESSIONALLY TRAINED
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Your
Information
Link

It’ll be your BFF in 
Gettysburg 24/7

FREE DOWNLOAD

IT’S HERE
and available for all  
smart phones and tablets

The most comprehensive 
app for historic Gettys-
burg and surrounding 
community. This all-
inclusive app is a must 
whether you are a native 
or just visiting the area. 
It will lead you to the 
best accommodations, 
restaurants, shops, at-
tractions, and adven-
tures. It also includes the 
top three winning estab-
lishments from our an-
nual Pick of the County 
contest, and an interac-
tive postcard feature.

APP
DOWNLOAD

NOW

Android devices

Apple devices
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short trips you can take on one tank of gas.

sToRY BY AsHleY ANdYsHAk HAYes
pHoTos BY lARRY dekliNski

ONE TANk

Traveler

A trip to Knoebel’s Amusement 
Resort in Elysburg, Pa. is like traveling 
back in time: to a time without parking 
fees, exorbitant ticket prices, and many 
of the other charges that can make a 
family trip to a major amusement park 
cost a small fortune.

Opened by the Knoebel family in 
1926, the park has grown to become not 
just a local favorite, but a destination for 
people from all over the United States 
and the world. Knoebel’s continues 
to grow in popularity by adding new 
rides and attractions on a regular basis 
while maintaining the historic aspects 
that make the park a family favorite for 
multiple generations.

Visit Knoebel’s on a summer weekend, 

and it may take you a while to get into 
the park itself: traffic backs up for miles 
some days as visitors make their way to 
the park from surrounding communities 
and Interstate 81. Just pack some snacks 
and a bottle of water and be prepared; 
the visit is definitely worth the wait. 

If you want to pack a picnic lunch 
for the day, feel free. Knoebel’s provides 
complimentary covered picnic tables at 
the park entrance and allows visitors to 
bring their own food and non-alcoholic 
drinks. However, you will want to 
save room for some of Knoebel’s food, 
whether you crave summer park food 
like chicken fingers and fries and ice 
cream, or a full turkey dinner, complete 
with mashed potatoes and stuffing.

Forget the electronic bar code scans 
and turnstile gates found at some parks; 
admission to Knoebel’s is totally free. 
I visited with my husband’s family, 
including my mother-in-law, who loves 
the park but was not planning to enjoy 
any of the rides. The no-cover policy 
allowed her to enjoy walking around 
the park with her granddaughters 
without having to pay, which I’m sure is 
a draw for many other intergenerational 
families as well.

Knoebel’s is home to more than 
50 rides with something for all ages, 
including family favorites like the 
historic carousel where riders can still try 
to catch the brass ring, and a train that 
takes riders on a leisurely trip around 

Knoebel’s Amusement Resort has something 
for everyone without breaking the wallet

How To get There
Heading north, follow Route 15 to I-83, then I-81. Take exit 116 for Pa. 901 West;  

follow 901 to Pa. 54 West to Pa. 487 West. Parking is free.
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ShamrockRestaurant
since 1963

Fitzgerald’s

   Lunch & Dinner Served Daily

301-271-2912
www.ShamrockRestaurant.com

6 miles south of Mason/Dixon Line on US Route 15, Thurmont, MD

• Authentic Irish Shepherd’s Pie
• Fresh Shad & Shad Roe
• Irish Lamb Steak
• Eastern Shore of
   Maryland Soft Shell Crabs
• Local Wines & Full Bar

GET YOUR ALPACA ON!GET YOUR ALPACA ON!
ALPACAS FOR SALE
including our new cria (babies).

Fresh  ber-to- nish products for sale. Learn to 
create your own  nished product. Alpaca products 
and diff erent demonstrations each Saturday at the 

Gett ysburg Farmers’ Market from 7am-Noon.

QUARRY CRITTERS ALPACA RANCH
“Satisfying Dreams One Fiber At A Time”

580 Basehoar Rd., Littlestown, PA 17340 • 717-359-9989
www.quarrycrittersalpacas.com

Relax • Have Fun
Make New Friends

Schedule a visit to the ranch!
Farm store open

Fri. 11-4 and Sun. 1-4

717-632-4477 ext. 28592
Toll-Free: 800-233-7125 ext. 28592

1350 York Street • Hanover, PA 17331
Store Hours: Mon. – Sat. 9 AM – 6 PM • Sun Noon – 5 PM
Tour Schedule: Tues., Wed.,  Thurs. 10 AM, 11 AM, 1 PM

Come Visit Snyder’s Factory Store, Your One-Stop Snack Shop

Bargains by the Bagful
Why not join us for a tour? 

Just give us 24 hours notice. The schedule is listed below.

the park. Knoebel’s also has plenty of 
thrill rides, including the Phoenix, 
which is second on Amusement Today’s 
list of top wooden roller coasters, and 
the StratosFear, a 148-foot drop that is 
not for the faint of heart. The suspense 
of the slow climb to the top is actually 
more heart-pounding than the drop 
itself. I’m not a huge thrill seeker, but 
I had to try this ride twice. For a rider’s 
view of this ride, check out the park’s 
website.

New this season is Flying Turns, a 
wooden bobsled-like ride constructed 
like those that were popular in the 
United States in the early to mid-1900s. 

All Knoebel’s rides are accessible 
with pay-as-you-go tickets that can be 
purchased at booths throughout the 
park and range in price from $0.75 to 
$3; most rides cost less than $2. Tickets 
never expire, so if find tickets in a 
drawer from 20 years ago, they are still 
good today. The park also offers several 
“pay one price” rates with access to an 
unlimited number of rides.

For those who can’t or don’t 
particularly want to ride the day 
away, Knoebel’s offers plenty of other 
attractions. Play a round of miniature 
golf, explore local history at the Mining 
Museum, or observe our nation’s mascot 
at the park’s Bald Eagle habitat. The pool 
and water slides offer other cool options 
for summer days for an additional fee. 

Families can extend their Knoebel’s 
experience by setting up camp on one 
of the park’s tent or trailer campsites, or 
reserving a cabin. Strollers and electric 
scooters are available for rent to help 
everyone get around easily. 

Knoebel’s truly offers something 
for every member of the family, from 
toddlers to great-grandparents, and you 
can get there and back on one tank of 
gas.
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Join us for our 2014 Season
at the

Performance Times
Matinees

Tuesday, Wednesday, Saturday, and Sunday @ 3:00 p.m.
Evenings

Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, and Saturday @ 8:00 p.m.

Presenting

My 30 - J 15
Melissa Gilbert (Dancing with the Stars)
stars as the smash hit movie comes to 
life on-stage in the funniest play to ever 
make you cry. Sponsored by

J 20 - Jly 13
Broadway stars Jason 
Edwards, Allison Briner, 
Johnny Kinnaird and 
Trenna Barnes, with 
some of Nashville’s top 
musicians in a full thrott led, boot 
stompin’ musical tribute to
“The Man in Black”. Sponsored by

Jly 18 - A 3
Ken Jenkins (Dr. Kelso from Scrubs) and 
Jill Larson (Opal Cortlandt from All My 

Children) star in this 
hilarious, belly 
laugh  lled 
romp where 
the good guys 
win.

A 8 T 31
The family friendly Broadway musical based 
on the Gospel of St. Matt hew directed by 

Totem Pole’s Producing 
Artistic Director, Rowan 
Joseph (from ‘The Amaz-
ing Race’)

Sponsored by

Sponsored by

“Totem Pole Tonight”
Ask about the FREE
Totem Pole Trolley

Sponsored by: WellSpan

106 W. Cabin Hollow Rd.,
Dillsburg, 17019

(1.2 miles from Northern HS in a country setting)

(717)432-2513
Monday to Saturday

8am - 10:30pm
Sundays by appointment

Compassionate Care for You & Your Pet 365 Days a Year!

www.TimberViewVet.com



The Fitzgerald family has been 
serving quality food for more 
than 50 years at their Shamrock 
Restaurant in Thurmont, Md.

Located just 15 miles south 
of Gettysburg on Route 15, it’s 
easy to get to and hard to leave, 
especially with the smell of 
fresh bread and baked pies (like 
strawberry rhubarb) greeting 
you at the front door.

The family has enjoyed 
restauranting since the 1930s 
when Allen and “Mom” Fitz 
owned an inn in Emmitsburg. 
Middle son Donald “Mike” and 
wife Doris bought the present 
restaurant in 1963 and their 
nine children grew up learning 
all aspects of the business. While 
many of the siblings have entered 

Shamrock Restaurant
7701 Fitzgerald road, Thurmont, Md. 21788

301-271-2912

Dining
DELECTAbLE

story By HoLLy FLEtCHEr
PHotos By DArryL WHEELEr

Shamrock Restaurant 
a family tradition 
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into and found success in their 
own businesses, four generations 
still work at Shamrock, with a 
recent birth guaranteeing the 
future of the restaurant into the 
next generation.

Family members say it is the 
love and pride put into each dish 
that sets them apart from other 
restaurants.

“In a day when you can 
literally buy your entire meal off 
the back of a truck, it is nice to 

still find a place that serves fresh 
ingredients and dishes made 
from scratch,” said oldest sibling 
and manager Donna Fitzgerald 
Demmon.

The Shamrock’s famous crab 
cakes are made with all lump 
backfin crab meat from a 
treasured family recipe. Each 
butterfly shrimp is cut and 
breaded by hand. Their prime 
rib and steaks are hand cut and 
they serve Eastern Shore soft 

shell crabs that are the “best soft 
shell crabs west of Ocean City.”

For one week out of the year, 
the restaurant offers a Farm 
to Fork menu using all local 
produce - from the beef and 
lamb to the fruits, vegetables 
and wine.

The Shamrock also holds an 
unequaled St. Patrick’s Day 
celebration that lasts more than 
a week and has won a national 
award.

“Best soft shell 
crabs west of 
Ocean City”
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Manager/Donna Fitzgerald Demmon



The family’s Irish recipes are 
featured from soup to dessert. 
Corned beef and cabbage 
is still the Monday night 
special. Another favorite is 
the braised Irish lamb shank 
and the Fish and Chips goes 
great with a Guinness draft.

You can top off your meal 
with a generous piece of triple 
layer lemon curd cake, or 
try the Irish sticky pudding 
which Donna said is a treat 
for children in Ireland.

The Shamrock’s Irish gift 
shop is dining room manager 
Dawn Fitzgerald Knox’s 
niche and features ‘Inis’ 
Irish cologne, a few pieces of 
Belleek china, Connemara 
marble jewelry, garden flags, 
picture frames, teas and james gettys

hotel est. 1804

An elegant, award-winning
all suite boutique hotel in 
historic Gettysburg, PA

27 chambersburg street
gettysburg, pa 17325

888-900-5275 • 717-337-1334
www.jamesgett yshotel.com

(Gold Rush & Cameo)

1275 York Rd., Peebles Plaza • 717-337-2700
Hours: Monday - Saturday 6am-9pm, Sunday 7am-8pm

Our History Is Serving Good Food...

Join us for generous helpings
of great home-cooked foods

served in a friendly,
family atmosphere.

• Daily Specials • Breakfast • 
• Lunch • Dinner •

~ Separate Lounge ~

Six Packs
To Go!

132 Buford Ave. | Gett ysburg, PA
(717) 334-6741

Get A FREE Quote Today at
www.hockleyandodonnell.com

HOME BUSINESS AUTO
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 THE GOOD LIFE CLEANING SERVICES
You enjoy The Good Life,

while WE do the dirty work!
CALL (717) 642-3711 TO SCHEDULE YOUR FREE ESTIMATE!

~ Get 15% off  your initial cleaning! ~
(When you mention this ad)

~ In our 15th Year of Cleaning Adams County ~

Because it’s the 21st Century...
Shouldn’t Everyone Have A Maid?

MARTY
MUMMERT
STUDIO
MARTY
MUMMERT
STUDIO

HAND PAINTED SIGNS/CUSTOM DESIGNS
137 BALTIMORE STREET | GETTYSBURG, PA 17325
martymummertstudio.com | 717-420-5216

Business Card Directory
To Place Your Business Card On This Page

Call 334-1131

preserves.
Dawn said the Shamrock’s 

dining room seats 120 and 
offers a relaxed atmosphere that 
appeals to an older clientele, but 
noted that their kid-friendly 
menu keeps families coming 
back, too. 

Diners can also choose to sit 
in the Blarney Room lounge/bar 
which resembles an Irish “man 
cave” with trophy moose, elk 
and mule deer gracing the walls, 
and a variety of Irish brews and 
spirits to choose from.

The Shamrock Restaurant is 
open 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. Monday 
to Thursday and 11 a.m. to 10 

p.m. on Friday and Saturday. 
Sunday hours are noon to 9 p.m. 

Weekday luncheons are served 
from 11 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
and staff can also assist you 
in planning special events for 

between 12 and 60 guests. 
For more information, call 

301-271-2912 or check out the 
Shamrock’s special menus and 
events throughout the year at 
www.ShamrockRestaurant.com.
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By Ashley Andyshak Hayes

Most bands have at least 
a few cover songs on 
their set list. Not the 

Pale Barn Ghosts. 
The Gettysburg-based group is 

part of an emerging original music 
scene in the area, and the band is 
helping pave the way for others to 
strike out on their own creatively.

“For a long time around here, 
that was not a common thing,” 
said Thomas Roue, who lends his 
vocals and acoustic guitar, as well 
as songwriting talent, to the group. 
“That was the rule we had for 
ourselves. If we were going to play 
music, we were going to play our 
own stuff.” 

Many of the venues that the 
Pale Barn Ghosts frequent 
encourage original bands, 
including the Garryowen Irish 
Pub and Battlefield Brew Works 
in Gettysburg, Roy Pitz Brewing 
Company in Chambersburg, and 
other similar venues. 

“Breweries lend themselves to 
original music,” Roue said, as do 
local wineries like Hauser Estate 
and Reid’s. 

The band’s four current 
members, Roue, Klaus Funk on 
electric guitar, Dave Holzworth on 

bass, and John Dolly on drums, are 
all natives of Adams and Franklin 
counties and have been playing 
together for the past two years. 

“We feel like we finally got all the 
right pieces together,” Roue said. 

Each of the band’s members 
brings a different musical style to 
the group, including classic rock, 
jazz and blues, indie rock, and the 
singer/songwriter tradition. While 
Roue lists Wilco, the Old 97s, and 
Calexico as influences, the Pale 
Barn Ghosts definitely has its own 
sound. 

“It has a folksy, eclectic ambiance, 
and John adds the rock dynamic,” 
Roue said. “Dave’s bass glues it 
together and rounds it out and 
brings it together. I know every 
band says this, but I truly think 
that nobody sounds like us.” 

Roue honed his performing and 
songwriting skills at open mic 
nights at Gettysburg venues like 
the Ragged Edge Coffee House. As 
the songwriting base for the Pale 
Barn Ghosts, Roue typically starts 
the process by writing a new song, 
then sending it to Holzworth, 
Funk, and Dolly to add the bass, 
electric guitar, and drums. 

“We’re a word-based band. The 

lyrics are instrumental, but the 
music is instrumental as well,” 
Roue said. 

Each member of the band takes 
the song and adds his own unique 
touch. 

“The songs stand on their own,” 
Holzworth said of Roue’s original 
work. However, after adding the 
bass, he’ll often think, “I didn’t 
know that was missing,” he said. 

“My job is to put the puzzle 
pieces into place,” Funk said. “That 
takes the song to another level. It’s 
a lot of fun.” 

While the band’s Facebook page 
gives a creative version of the 
band’s origination and naming, 
Roue says the name “Pale Barn 
Ghosts” depicts something “rural, 
supernatural, and nocturnal.” 

Each of the band members has a 
day job, but they play three to four 
times per month in the Gettysburg 
area as well as at venues in 
Chambersburg, Lancaster, York, 
Pittsburgh, and Hagerstown, Md. 
Their most recent album, “So 
Pale,” is available at shows and will 
soon be available for download on 
iTunes. The band will also open 
for The Lone Bellow during the 
Gettysburg Festival on June 13.

All-original 
music flies out of 
Pale Barn Ghosts

Beyond The MicroPhone
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house of time, inc.
17 Lincoln Square | Gettysburg, PA 17325 | 717-398-0799 | www.watchmaker.net

house of time, inc.

But, what if your grandfather's pocket watch was lost
over the years? Start a new tradition with a watch of

your very own from House of Time, Inc.
CHOOSE FROM WATCHES DATING AS FAR BACK AS THE 

1700'S ALL THE WAY TO THE 20TH CENTURY!
Still have grandpa's old watch, but it's not working?

We can repair that for you along with grandma's 
mantel clock and Grandfather clock too!!

VERY FEW ITEMS ARE AS VALUED AS GRANDPA'S OLD POCKET WATCH...

TRUE FRIENDS BOUTIQUE AND BEAD STORE
22 Baltimore St. | Gettysburg | 717-334-2800

Stop in and See Our Wonderful
Selection of Beautiful and Unique Gifts!

Email us at: truefriendsboutique@yahoo.com

Good Bead, Beaucoup Designs, Spartina 449, 
Thymes Lotions, Milkhouse Creamery Candles,
Jellycat Collectibles and adorable Baby Items.

New Scarves, jewelry and handbags arriving daily.

VisitGettysburg’s OnlyBead Store!

f @f @

Thank you for voting for us for
Gettysburg’s Best Gift Shop in 2012, 2013 & 2014.

We truly appreciate our customers!!

(717) 334-LARK  •  40 Baltimore St. Gettysburg, PA  17325
www.larkgifts.com                               facebook.com/larkgifts

Candles • Jewelry
Greeting Cards • Fun & Funky Gifts

Home Decor • Soaps & Lotions

a lit’le Irish, Tooa lit’le Irish, Too

9 CHAMBERSBURG ST. | GETTYSBURG | 334-6609
www.alittleirishtoo.com

~ IRISH GIFTS & COLLECTIBLES ~

Gettysburg Irish Harp Irish Wolfhound Celtic Cross

The Fighting Irish
Tara’s Diary® Bead

Made in Ireland by Shanore exclusively for us!

~ Images of all 4 sides of charm ~

717-334-2433

MARTIN’S FAMILY SHOES
26 BALTIMORE ST., GETTYSBURG, PA

717-334-1810
Hours: Mon., Tues., Wed., Thurs. & Sat. 9-5; Fri. 9-8

  Professional Scatter

Let Us Help You Put Your Best Foot Forward!
  Elise
  Mocha/Lime
  Suede

  Irene
  Chocolate Nubuck

  Sophie
  Champagne Shimmer

The Flower Boutique has all the best
 owers to make someone smile.

We also have a wide selection of
 owers online and for delivery in

Ge  ysburg or anywhere you like.

SEE US FIRST FOR PLANTS,
ROSES, WREATHS AND ALL YOUR 

WEDDING FLOWERS, TOO!

39 N. WASHINGTON STREET | GETTYSBURG, PA | 717-337-1423
www.the  owerboutiqueofgettysburg.com

Participating GARMA Members plan extended hours featuring extra hospitality, refreshments, specials,
sales, entertainment, or interactive events for your convenience and enjoyment each 1st Friday of the month.

ATTENTION 
GARMA MEMBER

Call 717-334-1131
To Place Your Ad Here
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