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When I moved here in November 2005, something was 
in the air. It seemed magical and had nothing to do with 
history. Well, Civil War history at least.
People were buying gowns and renting tuxes. Extra pages 
were being added to the newspaper. I was completely 
unfamiliar with my surroundings, but I knew whatever was 
happening had to be a majestic event.
And indeed it was.
The Majestic Theater in downtown Gettysburg celebrated 
its 80th anniversary and grand reopening on November 14, 

2005. The theater was completely rehabilitated during a time when similar venues across 
the state were being boarded up and eventually torn down. Over the past decade, Majestic 
Theater Founding Executive Director Jeffrey Gabel has attracted thousands of people to 
the beautiful venue with live acts from local and national talent and independent films that 
you cannot see in any other theater around here. Ashley Andyshak Hayes recently sat down 
with “Mr. Majestic” to discuss the theater’s past and future.
Speaking of history, the Adams County Historical Society may be the county’s best kept 
secret. The small house on the Lutheran Theological Seminary houses everything from 
Civil War artifacts to civic club meeting minutes. Executive Director Ben Neely recently 
told writer Holly Fletcher that it is also a valuable resource for anyone looking to trace 
their family tree.
The Historical Society probably has hundreds of pictures of Steinwehr Avenue. Some 
probably show a dirt road, others a hopping retail strip in the 20th century. Steinwehr 
recently entered a new chapter with the completion of its revitalization project. Writer Jim 
Hale has more in this edition.
We also have a personality profile on Adams County Common Pleas Judge Thomas 
Campbell, a recap of Jessica Rudy’s recent trip to the Watch and Clock Museum and a look 
into Gettysburg’s spooky side.
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ADAMS COUNTY scene

October

A CALENDAR OF EVENTS COMPILED BY JESSICA A. RUDY

ADAMS COUNTY SCENE

Gettysburg Community Theatre
Find Your Stage Door...And Open It!

Home of the Adams County School of Musical Theatre

717-334-2692
49 York Street, Gett ysburg, PA 17325

Order ti ckets online
www.Gett ysburgCommunityTheatre.org

oCt. 2
First Friday - Gettysburg Style will be 
celebrated by retailers, galleries, restaurants 
and businesses throughout downtown 
Gettysburg with specials, guest artists and 
more. gettysburgretailmerchants.com

oCt. 3, 10 A.M.-5 P.M. &
oCt. 4, 12-5 P.M.
Bart’s Centenary United Methodist Church 
will hold the 22nd annual Grape Pumpkin 
Festival at
1476 White Hall Road, Littlestown
www.bclittlestown.com
(717) 359-5600

oCt. 3, 1 P.M.
MET Live in HD: Il Trovatore,
Majestic Theater,
25 Carlisle St., Gettysburg
(717) 337-8200
www.gettysburgmajestic.org

oCt. 3-4 & oCt. 10-11
8 A.M.-6 P.M.
51st annual
National Apple Harvest Festival,
South Mountain Fairgrounds, Arendtsville
appleharvest.com

oCt. 3, 5-10 P.M.
Historic Preservation Society of
Gettysburg-Adams County (HGAC)
Civil War Barn Dance,
Beech Springs Farm,
784 Mount Carmel Road, Orrtanna
Tickets required
hgaconline.org

oCt. 3, 11 A.M.-7 P.M.
Pink Houses Music Festival,
New Oxford Social Pavilion
200 W. Golden Lane, New Oxford
Festival continues at The Mill
4797 York Road, New Oxford
7 p.m.-2 a.m
www.pinkjourneyoflights.org

oCt. 3, 6 P.M.
“What in the World is a Cyclorama?”
at Gettysburg National Military Park 
Museum and Visitor Center
Baltimore Pike, Gettysburg
Tickets required
www.gettysburgfoundation.org

oCt. 3-4
Living History Camps,
Gettysburg Heritage Center
297 Steinwehr Ave., Gettysburg
www.gettysburgmuseum.com

oCt. 7, 6-9 P.M.
Women and Wine on the Hill,
Hauser Estate Winery
410 Cashtown Road, Biglerville
www.hauserestate.com

oCt. 10, 8:30 A.M.
ENCORE Breast Cancer Awareness 5K, 
YWCA Gettysburg & Adams County
909 Fairfield Road, Gettysburg
www.ywcagettysburg.org

oCt. 10, 6 P.M.
An Evening with the Painting,
Gettysburg National Military Park
Museum and Visitor Center,
Baltimore Pike, Gettysburg
Tickets required
www.gettysburgfoundation.org

oCt. 10, 7:30 P.M.
Songs and Stories of a Civil War Hospital, 
Christ Lutheran Church
44 Chambersburg St., Gettysburg
candlelightatchrist.org

oCt. 14 & 28, nov. 11, 10 A.M.
Big and Wee Folk Story Time,
Hollabaugh Brothers
Fruit Farm and Market
545 Carlisle Road, Biglerville
Registration required
www.hollabaughbros.com

oCt. 17-18.
Living History Camps
Gettysburg Heritage Center
297 Steinwehr Ave., Gettysburg
www.gettysburgmuseum.com

oCt. 17, 9:30 A.M.
Scenic Biglerville Bike Ride hosted by 
Healthy Adams Bicycle/Pedestrian Inc. 
Meet at Oakside Park
2880 Table Rock Road, Biglerville,
for a 10 mile ride
Registration requested by emailing 
habpi2012@gmail.com

oCt. 17, 1 P.M.
MET Live in HD:
Otello, Majestic Theater
25 Carlisle St., Gettysburg
(717) 337-8200
www.gettysburgmajestic.org

oCt. 17, 7 P.M.
Music, Gettysburg! on Tour will be
presented at the Nicarry Meetinghouse, 
Cross Keys Village - The Brethren Home 
Community, New Oxford
(717) 624-5203

oCt. 17, 12-3 P.M.
HGAC Architectural Salvage Warehouse is 
open in the first block of South
Washington Street, Gettysburg.

oCt. 18, 1-3 P.M.
3rd Saturday Round Table
Eastern Museum of Motor Racing
100 Baltimore Road, York Springs

oCt. 20, 12 P.M.
Women’s Leadership Brown Bag Lunch 
Series featuring Angela Zimmann,
advancement and communications
executive at Gettysburg Seminary, YWCA 
Gettysburg & Adams County
909 Fairfield Road, Gettysburg
Registration requested at
aahayes@ywcagettysburg.org

oCt. 20, 7:30 P.M.
“The Barns of the Gettysburg Battlefield,” 
presented by Curt Musselman,
will be the topic of the monthly education 
program of Historic Preservation Society of 
Gettysburg-Adams County, GAR Building, 
53 E. Middle St., Gettysburg
hgaconline.org. 

oCt. 23, 8 P.M.-Midnight
Adams County Arts Council’s
15th annual Masquerade Party
Gettysburg Hotel
One Lincoln Square, Gettysburg
Tickets required
www.adamsarts.org   (717) 334-5006

oCt. 23-24
Fall Nearly New Sale, featuring gently used 
infant and children’s clothing, toys and 
more
YWCA Gettysburg & Adams County, 909 
Fairfield Road, Gettysburg
www.ywcagettysburg.org

oct. 24-25
Living History Camps
Gettysburg Heritage Center
297 Steinwehr Ave., Gettysburg
www.gettysburgmuseum.com

oct. 24-25
Autumn Civil War, World War I, World 
War II and Antique Gun Show
AllStar Events Complex
2538 Emmitsburg Road, Gettysburg

oCt. 24, 6 P.M.
“What in the World is a Cyclorama?” at 
Gettysburg National Military Park Museum 
and Visitor Center
Baltimore Pike, Gettysburg
Tickets required
www.gettysburgfoundation.org

oCt. 24.
Old Fashion Sock Hop featuring The 
Fabulous Hubcaps
Eisenhower Hotel & Conference Center, 
2634 Emmitsburg Road, Gettysburg
Proceeds benefit the Arc of Adams County 
Tickets required at (717) 677-8487

oCt. 24, 8 P.M.
Rhythmic Circus:
Feet Don’t Fail Me Now!
Majestic Theater
25 Carlisle St., Gettysburg
(717) 337-8200
www.gettysburgmajestic.org

oCt. 27, 7:30 P.M.
Annual Olde Getty Place Gettysburg 
Halloween Parade, downtown Gettysburg. 
Rain date is Oct. 28
To register a group to march,
call (717) 334-1518

oCt. 29-oCt. 31, 8 P.M.;
oCt. 30-nov. 1, Midnight
Rocky Horror Show Live
Gettysburg Community Theatre
49 York St., Gettysburg
www.gettysburgcommunitytheatre.org

oCt. 30, 7 P.M.
Get Your Tail on the Trail
Gettysburg Area Recreation Park
545 Long Lane, Gettysburg
Registration requested in person
at the park.

oCt. 31
New Oxford annual Harvest Day & Parade 
will be celebrated throughout downtown 
New Oxford
www.newoxford.org

oCt. 31, 12 P.M.
MET Live in HD:
Tannhauser
Majestic Theater
25 Carlisle St., Gettysburg
(717) 337-8200
www.gettysburgmajestic.org

nov. 1, 7:30 P.M.
Gettysburg Blue-Gray Half Marathon & 
5K steps off from the Straban Township 
Rec Park, Gettysburg
www.bluegrayhalf.com

nov. 3-6, 10 A.M.-7 P.M. &
nov. 8, 9 A.M.-5 P.M.
55th annual Gift Festival & Oriental Rug 
Event featuring Ten Thousand Villages 
Fairfield Mennonite Church
201 W. Main St., Fairfield.

nov. 4, 7:30 P.M.
Duo Amal
Majestic Theater
25 Carlisle St., Gettysburg
(717) 337-8200
www.gettysburgmajestic.org

nov. 6.
First Friday - Gettysburg Style will be 
celebrated by retailers, galleries, restaurants 
and businesses throughout downtown 
Gettysburg with specials, guest artists and 
more. gettysburgretailmerchants.com

November

FridAyS And
SAturdAyS,
oCtober, 7:30 P.M.
Citizens at a Crossroads: Interactive 
Museum Theater,
Seminary Ridge Museum,
111 Seminary Ridge, Gettysburg
(717) 339-1300.

FridAyS And
SAturdAyS,
oCtober-noveMber, 
7-10 P.M.
Hauser After Hours, Hauser Estate 
Winery,
410 Cashtown Road, Biglerville. www.
hauserestate.com

FridAyS,
oCtober-noveMber,
oCt. 31 & oCt. 21
7 P.M.
Live music at Reid’s Winery Tasting 
Room and Cider House,
400 Baltimore St., Gettysburg
www.reidsorchardwinery.com

SAturdAyS And
SundAyS, oCtober
Living history programs at the Historic 
Rupp House,
451 Baltimore St., Gettysburg
www.gettysburgfoundation.org

SAturdAyS And
SundAyS, oCtober
Gettysburg National Military Park 
welcomes
living history presentations at various 
locations on the battlefield
www.nps.gov/gett
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ADAMS COUNTY SCENE
nov. 6-7 & nov. 13-14,
10 A.M.-5 P.M.;
nov. 8 & nov. 15, 12-5 P.M.
Christmas in the Country featuring local 
women at local shops offering lovely gifts, 
Thomason’s Olde Thyme Herb Farm
170 Stoney Point Road, East Berlin,
and the Bobbi Becker Gallery
and Foxxy Moxxy
230 Group Mill Road, New Oxford

nov. 6-7 & nov. 13-14, 7 P.M.; 
nov. 8 & nov. 15, 2 P.M.
“Annie Get Your Gun,”
Gettysburg Community Theatre
49 York St., Gettysburg
www.gettysburgcommunitytheatre.org

nov. 8, 8:30 A.M.
Adams County XC Relay,
YWCA Gettysburg & Adams County
909 Fairfield Road, Gettysburg
Registration required
(717) 334-9171  www.ywcagettysburg.org

nov. 11.
Community Appreciation Day at the 
Gettysburg National Military Park Museum 
and Visitor Center, Baltimore Pike, 
Gettysburg. Features free admission for 
Adams County residents.

nov. 14-15
Remembrance Weekend at the
Daniel Lady Farm
980 Hanover Road, Gettysburg
www.gbpa.org

nov. 14, 8 A.M.-3 P.M.
Gift Fair and Holiday Bazaar
St. Francis Xavier Center
465 Table Rock Road Gettysburg
www.sfxpccw.org   (717) 334-0333

nov. 14, 8 P.M.
Majestic’s 90th Gala:
Neil Berg’s 100 Years of Broadway
Majestic Theater
25 Carlisle St., Gettysburg
(717) 337-8200
www.gettysburgmajestic.org

nov. 17, 12 p.m.
Women’s Leadership Brown Bag Lunch 
Series featuring Kathy Gelner,
retired foreign service officer with the U.S. 
State Department,
YWCA Gettysburg & Adams County
909 Fairfield Road, Gettysburg
Registration requested at
aahayes@ywcagettysburg.org

nov. 19, 10 A.M.
2015 Dedication Day Ceremony at 
Soldiers’ National Cemetery, Gettysburg, 

featuring keynote speaker Garrison Keillor. 
www.lincolnfellowship.org

nov. 20, 4:30 P.M. & 6:30 P.M.
An Evening with the Painting,
Gettysburg National Military Park Museum 
and Visitor Center
Baltimore Pike, Gettysburg
Tickets required
www.gettysburgfoundation.org

nov. 20 & nov. 21, 5:30 P.M.
The President’s 13th annual Remembrance 
Day Dinner and Ball
Gettysburg Hotel
One Lincoln Square, Gettysburg
Tickets required
www.remembrancedayball.com

nov. 20, 6:30-9:30 P.M.
General Meade at his 200th anniversary 
symposium
Gettysburg Heritage Center
297 Steinwehr Ave., Gettysburg
Registration required
www.gettysburgmuseum.com

nov. 20, 8 P.M.-Midnight
Civil War Lady Remembrance Day Ball, 
Eisenhower Inn Grand Ballroom
2634 Emmitsburg Road, Gettysburg
Tickets required
www.gettysburgball.com

nov. 20-21
Living History Camps
Gettysburg Heritage Center
297 Steinwehr Ave., Gettysburg
www.gettysburgmuseum.com

nov. 21, 9 A.M.
U.S. Masters Swimming
“Last Chance” Meet
YWCA Gettysburg & Adams County
909 Fairfield Road, Gettysburg
www.ywcagettysburg.org

nov. 21, 12:30 p.m.
MET Live in HD: Lulu
Majestic Theater
25 Carlisle St., Gettysburg
(717) 337-8200
www.gettysburgmajestic.org

nov. 21, 1 P.M.
The Remembrance Day Parade will step off 
in Gettysburg featuring living historians of 
the Civil War era.
The parade will be followed by ceremonies 
at Gettysburg National Military Park.

nov. 21, 3 P.M.
National Victorian Tea
1863 Inn of Gettysburg Ballroom
516 Baltimore St., Gettysburg
Tickets required

www.nationalvictoriantea.com

nov. 21, 5:30-9 P.M.
13th annual Remembrance Illumination, 
Soldiers’ National Cemetery, Gettysburg 
www.gettysburgfoundation.org

nov. 21, 7 P.M.
Mabon & Smith will perform at the 
Nicarry Meetinghouse
Cross Keys Village - The Brethren Home 
Community, New Oxford
(717) 624-5203

nov. 21, 7:30 P.M.
Songs and Stories of a Civil War Hospital, 
Christ Lutheran Church
44 Chambersburg St., Gettysburg
candlelightatchrist.org

nov. 21, 8 P.M.
Original Civil War Ball
Wyndham Gettysburg
95 Presidential Circle, Gettysburg
(740) 369-3722

nov. 22, 7-11 A.M.
Pancake Breakfast, sponsored by
Camp 112 Sons of Union Veterans of the 
Civil War, GAR Hall
53 E. Middle St., Gettysburg

nov. 22, 1-3 P.M.
3rd Saturday Round Table
Eastern Museum of Motor Racing
100 Baltimore Road, York Springs

nov. 26-28, 5 P.M. & 7 P.M.
A Civil War Christmas at the Shriver House
309 Baltimore Street, Gettysburg
www.shriverhouse.org

nov. 28, 10 A.M.-3 P.M.
Holiday benefit with proceeds benefiting 
the Adams County SPCA,
Land of Little Horses Farm Park
125 Glenwood Drive, Gettysburg
(717) 334-7259

nov. 28, 5 P.M.
Old Fashioned Tree Lighting
Center Square, New Oxford
featuring caroling and Santa’s arrival

Gettysburg Area 
Retail Merchants Association

GARMA

39 N. Washington Street | Gettysburg, PA | 717-337-1423
www.the owerboutiqueofgettysburg.com

See Us First For Plants, Roses, 
Wreaths and All Your Wedding 

Flowers, Too!

The Flower Boutique has all the best  owers to 
make someone smile. We also have a wide

selection of  owers online and 
for delivery in Gettysburg or 

anywhere you like.

james gettys
hotel est. 1804

An elegant, award-winning all suite boutique 
hotel in historic Gettysburg, PA

27 chambersburg street • gettysburg, pa 17325
888-900-5275 • 717-337-1334 • www.jamesgett yshotel.com

9 CHAMBERSBURG ST. | GETTYSBURG | 334-6609 | www.alittleirishtoo.com

IRISH GIFTS
& COLLECTIBLES

a lit’le Irish, Tooa lit’le Irish, Too
Fall Fun To Be Had At...

IRISH JEWELRY • APPAREL
FRAGRANCES • GUINNESS PRODUCTS

FOOD AND MUCH MORE...

L

TRUE FRIENDS BOUTIQUE AND BEAD STORE
22 Baltimore St. | Gettysburg | 717-334-2800

Email us at: truefriendsboutique@yahoo.com

• Jewelry  • Baby Items  • Handbags
• Jellycat Collectibles

• Scarves (Including our new Shreds)
• Unique Gift s for Everyone
• Bead Store & Bead Classes

• Thymes Frasier Fir

$5.00 OFF a Purchase of $50 or More
Not valid with any other off er. Expires Nov. 30, 2015

~ With This Ad Only ~

Voted
Gett ysburg’s

Best Gift 
Shoppe!

OPEN EVERY DAY • Fri. & Sat. Til 8pm
ON LINCOLN SQUARE • GETTYSBURG, PA 17325 • 717-334-6371

Come and enjoy a one-of-a-kind shopping experience and see our unique 
selection of FINE ART and GIFTS!

Next to the
Gettysburg Hotel

Codori’s
~ Where The Magic Never Fades~

 Russian Lacquer Boxes
 Russian Nesting Dolls
 Religious Icons
 Italian Glass Jewelry

 Civil War Nutcrackers
 German Smoking Men
 Hand Carved Santas
 Glass Eye Studio

 Music Boxes
 Miniature Tea Sets
 Stuff ed Animals
 Toys & Books

and

Over 40 
Years In
Business!

jjjjjoyoy a o

NNNNNext

We put your interests fi rst and foremost by off ering transparent, honest, local advice and 
investment management services. We are professional investment advisors.

Ryan Fox, MBA, Financial Advisor/Partner

Locally owned, local decisions, independent, and fee-only. Our goal is to be partners in your fi nancial 
journey. We coordinate your fi nancial planning needs using a variety of methods.

HUSTON-FOX FINANCIAL ADVISORY SERVICES, LLC
113 Carlisle St., Gettysburg, PA 17325

Ryan@HustonFox.com | www.HustonFox.com | 717-398-2040

Contact me for a complimentary, no-pressure introductory meeting to 
analyze your existing portfolio needs, your goals, and, most importantly, 
your questions. We accept no commissions.

Saturday, 
October 24, 2015
Eisenhower Hotel & 
Conference Center

2634 Emmitsburg Road, Gettysburg

All Proceeds to Benefi t: Citizens of Adams County with Special Needs

Dinner, Dance & Show: $50 per person
Dance & Show: $30 per person

717-677-8487 • www.arcadamspa.org

Th e Arc of Adams County
presents an Old Fashion Sock Hop with
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steinwehr

Apples • Pears • Pumpkins
Gourds • Indian Corn • Grapes

Apple Cider • Pear Cider
Plums • Fall Mums

Fresh Baked & Frozen Fruit Pies
Jams • Jellies • Maple Syrup
MARKET OPEN DAILY

9am - 5pm

Cabbage • Winter Squash
Potatoes • Kale

25 Carlisle St., Gettysburg, PA 17325 | Tickets - 717-337-8200 or gettysburgmajestic.org
Gettysburg College/Majestic Theater - Nancy
Mag 12Pg 0930 342070
jh 091515 10:39am • 2015 October/November Companion

Celebrate Our 90th Anniversary With Us!

Neil Berg’s
100 Years of Broadway

November 14, 2015

Featuring these Broadway Stars direct from New York!

Rita HaRvey Natalie toRo CaRteR CalveRt CRaig SCHulmaN DaNNy Zolli

Banding
together

to breathe new 
life into

STORY AND PHOTOS BY
JIM HALE
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When the Gettysburg National Military Park Visitor Center was relocated in 2008, many 
feared the viability of businesses along nearby Steinwehr Avenue would depart along with it.
Instead, business owners banded together to take action. They collaborated with the Borough 
of Gettysburg to secure some $7 million in state and federal grants and low-interest loans. 
The dollars funded road reconstruction along the entire length of the avenue plus installation 
of decorative streetlights, brick sidewalks, a bus shelter, bicycle lanes, curb ramps, and other 
amenities, as well as sewer and drainage work.
The first phase, completed in 2012, stretched between Baltimore and Washington streets and 
also included “traffic-calming” islands. The second phase, extending from Washington to Long 
Lane, reached completion late this summer. All that remains is to relocate utility poles that 
currently march down the center of sidewalks. This summer, Steinwehr Business Improvement 
District (BID) pledged to provide 30 percent of the match money that the borough needs in 
order to gain a state grant to move the poles.

The improvements set the stage for a surge of new private-sector investment now underway 
along Steinwehr:
•   Plans call for a new Best Western hotel to be built where the America’s Best Value Inn
     now stands.
•   Construction of a new Appalachian Brewing Company restaurant has begun.
•   A new McDonald’s building replaced the previous one.
•   Major renovations have been completed at sites including the Gettysburg Heritage Center 
     (formerly the American Civil War Wax Museum), the Gettysburg Diorama, the Lincoln 
     Train Museum, and other businesses.

Steinwehr’s renewed vibrancy is rooted in the determination of business owners “to work with 
public, private and various organizations to build an attractive business-friendly community,” 
wrote Deb Adamik, president of the non-profit Main Street Gettysburg organization. Main 
Street provides administrative services to the BID, which collects a special tax from nearly 60 
member properties to fund services including marketing, maintaining flower baskets that hang 
from the new decorative streetlights, weed control on sidewalks, and more.
On Steinwehr, Adamik wrote in a column in the Gettysburg Times, “the economic dreams are 
not completed yet, but the framework and the foundation are there.”
But things didn’t always look so rosy.
One study predicted the demise of businesses beyond Culp Street following the visitor center’s 
move from just south of Steinwehr on Taneytown Road — which is the southward extension of 
Washington Street —  to a sprawling new facility about a mile south of town. The new Visitor 
Center and Museum at 1195 Baltimore Pike includes a book and gift shop and a dining area, as 
well as the historic Cyclorama painting that was formerly housed in a separate building near the 
old center.
Also of concern to merchants was a proposal to rezone part of Steinwehr for residential use.
Neither the wave of business failures nor the rezoning occurred, but those possibilities “created 
an uproar” and “brought us all together,” said Todd Mickley, longtime president of the BID, 
which was founded in 2010 as recommended by a study conducted by the Delta Development 
Group. Mickley is also a former president of the BID’s precursor, the Steinwehr Avenue 
Business Alliance (SABA).
Among the improvements, Mickley said, “lighting was the key” because it transformed the 
southern end of Steinwehr from a “big dark space” into an inviting area where “people are more 
willing to walk around.”
“Steinwehr has activity, and people draw people,” said Mickley, whose businesses along the 
avenue include the Gettysburg Diorama, Spirits of Gettysburg, and two Gettysburg Souvenirs 
and Gifts shops.
Steinwehr “almost looks like a runway with the lights,” agreed Laura Witt, assistant manager 

of her family’s Quality Inn Gettysburg Battlefield. The previous darkness along the avenue’s 
southern end dissuaded pedestrians from venturing that far, she said, but the new lights “draw 
them all the way down.”
Laura Witt predicted that more and more visitors and local residents will flock to restaurants 
and other attractions along the avenue.
“Our job now is to get people back to Steinwehr,” Mickley said, and “once they find it, they’ll 
keep coming back.” 
“Other parts of town could benefit from business owners and residents working together for the greater 
good,” said Witt, whose father, Paul Witt, was an early leader of SABA along with other business 
owners such as Tom Crist and Chuck Tressler.
Mickley agreed that collaboration works, even among direct competitors. “Without working together, 
none of this stuff would have happened,” he said. “Being proactive was huge for Steinwehr.”
Mickley encouraged business owners along Gettysburg’s Baltimore Street to continue efforts now 
underway to develop a plan and seek grants for beautification of their corridor heading south from Lincoln Square to Steinwehr.
“We want to connect the town,” Mickley said. “We want to complement the downtown. We want the downtown to send people to us and vice 
versa.”
“We achieved a higher goal by working together. Baltimore Street needs to do that too,” he said.
The Borough of Gettysburg played a big role in making improvements possible along Steinwehr, providing match dollars for state grant funds, 
taking on low-interest loans, and providing administrative services.
Those dollars represent “a great investment” by taxpayers, Mickley said, because the revitalization of Steinwehr helped keep many businesses on 
the tax rolls and prompted many improvements that increase properties’ taxable value.
“I’m sure a lot of businesses would be gone,” if the improvements had not occurred, Mickley said.
Last year, the borough council gave the BID a vote of confidence, acting to extend the organization’s life-span by seven years, to the end of 2021.
The multi-phase Steinwehr project not only improved the avenue’s esthetics and economics, but also provided important funding for 
replacement of infrastructure underground, said borough council member Bob Krummerich.
“We partly justified this project by coupling it with needed sewer repair. Anyone who remembers how the streets used to flood during 
thunderstorms could see how clear they were this June, a month that had more rain than during Hurricane Agnes,” Krummerich said.
The reconstruction project has also created a much more attractive gateway into the borough from the south, he said.
“From Charleston to Savannah to Fredericksburg, people have asked me – politely – when we Gettysburgians were going to fix up ‘that street.’ I 
used to answer ‘When someone helps pay for it.’ Now I answer, ‘Come and see for yourselves,’” Krummerich said.
“Every borough citizen should walk Steinwehr Avenue with pride because every one of them supported this project either through their effort or 
their taxes. Steinwehr Avenue transcends the meaning of economic development project. Steinwehr Avenue is a reminder that the citizens of our 
borough are still ready to sacrifice to help this nation and the world better remember the sacrifice of those young men in 1863,” Krummerich 
said.
Of course, businesses and customers alike were inconvenienced as road and streetscape work progressed, but even at the worst of times, Laura 
Witt said, “We could see the light at the end of the tunnel, and now we’re reaping the benefit. Business is up. We’re having a great summer.”
“It’s been a long, long haul,” Paul Witt said, but the project was “done right” and “we’re pleased with it.”
“We could not be happier,” Laura Witt agreed.

Banding together to breathe new life into

“Our job now is
to get people 
back to
Steinwehr, once
they find it, 
they’ll keep 
coming back”

Todd Mickley, president
of the Steinwehr Business 
Improvement District

steinwehr
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• PERSONALITY PROFILE •

Judge

His job is similar to a referee, except for the uniform. 
Instead of stripes, Adams County Common Pleas Judge Tom Campbell sports a formal black robe when he appears in the courtroom to 
oversee a variety of criminal and civil cases. 
Every day, the Gettysburg resident faces unique challenges as the fourth Adams County Court of Common Pleas Judge.  There is a 
possibility that Campbell may become the only experienced judge in the county following the November election. 
“I absolutely love the position,” Campbell said with a smile. “In the end, it’s doing a small part to keep the community safe. It also 
provides a civilized forum to resolve disputes.” 
Six years ago, Campbell took his seat on the bench for the first time with hopes of making sure victims and alleged offenders rights are 
protected. 
One thing Campbell did not fully appreciate before joining 
Adams County Court of Common Pleas Judges Michael George, 
Robert Bigham and John Kuhn, was how much out of courtroom 
administrative work is required of judges. 
“A lot of people think a judge sits in the courtroom all day and 
listens to trials,” Campbell noted. “Most of the work is not inside 
the courtroom.”
Campbell, in addition to hearing cases and writing opinions, 
oversees his staff, and is the administrative judge in charge of 
the department of probation services.  The Board of Judges, 
under the direction of the president judge, also is responsible for 
overseeing the court administration department, court reporters, 
tipstaffs, magisterial district judges and the department of domestic 
relations. With these additional roles, Campbell has become an 
integral part in assisting through the county-wide budget process 
for the courts. 
“We have taken a really strong team approach,” Campbell said of 
the three other judges. “We meet regularly to discuss court-wide 
issues to come to a consensus.”
He also serves on the Adams County Prison Board, Criminal 
Justice Advisory Board (CJAB) and the Adams County Security 
Board, which all meet regularly at designated times throughout the 
year. 
While Campbell finds these aspects of his job to be meaningful, he 
enjoys his time in the courtroom the most. 
Campbell spends Mondays and Thursdays listening to a variety 
of cases from plea considerations, arraignment and sentencing 
day and criminal business to probation revocation matters, DUI 
court, criminal trials and handling bench warrants. As part of the 
position, he has the responsibility to sentence defendants who 
either plead guilty or are found guilty after trial. Campbell must 
also decide whether to accept plea agreements that the Adams 
County District Attorney’s office pursues. 
“The judge has the discretion to reject any plea agreement,” 
Campbell said. 
One of Campbell’s personal challenges in the position is seeing any 

Family, community service
at center oF judge’s liFe

Tom Campbell
STORY BY VANESSA PELLECHIO
PHOTOS BY DARRYL WHEELER
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PERSONALITY PROFILE
case where a child is a victim. 
“I do so much with kids and children mean so much to me,” said Campbell. “Like in all cases, you try to be fair and do what’s best. You 
have to make sure everyone’s rights are protected, while trying to be sure justice is served for the victims of crime.”
Nowadays, many cases in which a child is a victim result in negotiated plea agreements between the Adams County District Attorney’s 
Office and the defendant.  Often those agreements are made so the victims do not have to testify in court. 
Whenever Campbell is handed negotiated plea documents for a case, especially those involving a sex offender, he always asks if the victim 
is in agreement on the sentence. 
Campbell noted that people may read in the newspaper about a defendant getting a lesser sentence through an agreement, but usually 
there is more that goes into the decision than what is reported about the case. 
“You have to make sure the child is not re-victimized,” Campbell said. “You have to ensure that the sentence is appropriate considering 
the desire to avoid having to put the child through the trauma of a trial. Sometimes, depending on the facts of the case, the sentence may 
not be long enough or harsh enough, but it’s better than putting a victim through more trauma.”
Before Campbell took his seat in 2010, there were only three Court of Common Pleas Judges. 
Judges Robert Bigham and John Kuhn are retiring at the end of this year and Mike George is running for a seat on the Pennsylvania 
Supreme Court. 
If George is elected to the Pennsylvania Supreme Court, Campbell will automatically become the president judge by state law. 
Most of his responsibilities would not change, but he did note that if all three of the judges part ways “a lot of years of experience and 
knowledge will be leaving the county.”
“Judge Kuhn has served for 30 years, Judge Bigham 17 years and Judge George 13 years. That is 60 years of combined judicial 
experience.”  Campbell added. “All of the judges have done a remarkable job for the county. From what I have seen, they have always 
tried to be fair and respectful and have tremendous integrity. It’s going to be hard to replace those years of experience.  They have 
been terrific mentors for me.” 
Campbell had 15 years of experience as an attorney before taking the bench, so he knows first-hand that 
the new judges will have to adjust to not advocating for a particular side. 
“You no longer play for one team or the other,” Campbell said. “As a judge 
your role is to officiate the matters before you, then, make rulings 
and decisions based on the facts and the law.”
Campbell, a Gettysburg Senior High School graduate and 
passionate soccer player, attended Wake Forest University in 
Winston-Salem, N.C. and met his wife, Tammie, there. He also 
attended law school at Wake Forest before returning to Adams 
County. 
When he moved back to the area, Campbell wanted to get 
involved in the community. He immediately developed a passion 
for coaching youth soccer and baseball, often coaching several teams 
per season.
When he’s not in the courtroom, Campbell is spending time with his 
two sons. 
“When my kids came along, soccer wasn’t their passion,” Campbell said. 
“They both played travel soccer but they really liked baseball. Baseball 
is my favorite now. You change to what your kids like.  I moved into 
coaching baseball because of them. Tammie and I never miss a game.”
Campbell enjoys the time he gets with 14-year-old Collin and 10-year-old 
Devin, even if it includes driving one of them to Lancaster for a travel team 
practice twice a week. 
Campbell finds participation in sports a beneficial part of children’s lives, 
teaching life lessons as well as showing the importance of team work. 
“We are a very active and close-knit family,” Campbell continued. “I like to 
think all four of us are compassionate, empathetic people, driven to do our best 
and excel.”

MD Eastern Shore
Soft  Shell Crabs
Local Wines
& Full Bar

Real Irish
Shepherd’s Pie

Irish Gift s

Book Your
Christmas Party!

S hamrock
Restaurant

F itzgerald’s

since 1963

y!

Lunch & Dinner Served Daily

301-271-2912
www.ShamrockRestaurant.com
6 miles south of Mason/Dixon Line on 

US Route 15, Thurmont, MD

From
ghost

walks
to
ghost

hunts
STORY AND PHOTOS BY
TOM FONTANA
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717-942-2370 • www.SteamIntoHistory.com

ON THE NORTHERN CENTRAL RAILWAY

NEW FREEDOM PENNSYLVANIA
- UPCOMING EVENTS -

THE GREAT TRAIN ROBBERY DUO.......OCT. 3RD

PUMPKIN PATCH TRAIN........................OCT. 4TH

KENT COURTNEY.....................OCT. 10TH & 11TH

GENERAL GRANT.....................OCT. 17TH & 18TH

SUSQUEHANNA TRAVELERS................OCT. 25TH

SCREAM INTO HISTORY,
THE CRAZY TRAIN

OCT. 23RD, 24TH, 30TH & 31ST

THE 37TH PA VOLUNTEERS
NOV. 7TH & 8TH

JAMES HANEY AS PRESIDENT LINCOLN
NOV. 14TH & 15TH

MARK TWAIN AND MUSIC MAN JEFF GREENAWALT
NOV. 21ST

......................................................................

We have many more events
coming up... See you on the train!!

“We offer two kinds of investigations,” Jolene says. “The Intense Ghost Hunt, or the Extreme Ghost Hunt, which is longer and 
uses more state-of-the art equipment.”
That apparatus includes a device that detects electronic magnetic fields, and another that delineates between a common electric 
signal, or that of a spirit.
“Spirits give off a strong electro-magnetic force,” according to Johlene. “This can sometimes be detected with thermal imaging with 
night vision devices.”
So why is Gettysburg a haven (or heaven) for ghosts? 
“It’s all the granite quartz in the soil,” Johlene says. “It stores energy, and spirits need a lot of energy to survive.”
This year, Johlene expanded her spiritual performances to a dinner theater format at the Battlefield Brew Works in the historic 
Mumfort Farm barn on Hunterstown Rd., which was used as a Confederate field hospital during the battle.
“The farm is definitely haunted,” Johlene claims. “The spirit of a young boy about 8 years old is there.  The child’s name is Jeremy, 
and he appears in overalls with no shirt or shoes. We don’t know who he is.”
In addition to ghost walks and hunts, Johlene keeps a Spooky schedule throughout the year with activities such as guest speaker for 
paranormal conferences and cable TV shows, offering talks on Ghostly Encounters at Civil War reenactment camps, and writing 
books on her ghost hunting experiences. She will be hosting a paranormal interview show on YouTube (GBurgParanormal) starting 
in October, filmed in the Steinwehr Ave. shop.  Her lifelong dream is to be a guest on “The Ellen Show.”
For more information on Gettysburg Ghost Tours, call 717-338-1818, or on the internet at www.gettysburgghosttours.co or www.
gettysburgparanormalassociation.com. 
A ghost may not follow a person home, but the haunting memory of a Spooky ghost tour certainly might.

Head of Gettysburg
       Paranormal Assoc. is

‘Spooky’
There may not be ghosts in Gettysburg...but it doesn’t hurt to look.
That need to look, and find, ghosts is a phenomenon just as 
incredible as actually seeing a ghost. Johlene ‘Spooky’ Riley, 
manager of Gettysburg Ghost Tours, 47 Steinwehr Ave., knows 
that tourists want to explore the town’s haunted spaces, so she 
became a ghost tour guide in 2009.
“Ghosts have occasionally appeared during a tour,” Johlene attests, 
“but not often. It really depends on the activity of the spirits.”
And yet, people still want to hear a good ghost story, so Johlene 
offers a variety of types of tours, from storytelling in front of 
historic buildings to dinner theater in a haunted barn.
“I saw my first ghost when I was three years old,” Johlene says. “At 
night, I would see a large dog next to my bed. My parents said it 
was my imagination. When my room was moved to the second 
floor, I never saw the dog again.”
Johlene grew up in Maryland, and moved to Gettysburg in 1998. 
Over the years, she would have an occasional “metaphysical 
experience.” Teaching pre-school and working as a puppeteer 
caused her to develop an interest in storytelling.
“After taking my first Gettysburg ghost tour in 2009,” she explains, 
“I decided my dream job would be to work as a ghost walk tour 
guide.”
She started working for Gettysburg Ghost Tours almost 
immediately, and her walks quickly became very popular, earning 
her the nickname ‘Spooky.’ 
“My walks and talks are chock full of accurate, historic facts,” 
Spooky says, “and lots of dynamic locations along nine different 
routes around town.”
Spooky also transformed the shop on Steinwehr Avenue.  
“There was a lot of the usual Gettysburg souvenir stuff for sale that 
you can find in most stores along the street,” she says. “We changed 
that to items that are more related to the spiritual, metaphysical 
and supernatural.”
Some of the merchandise includes a Ghost Hunter’s Diary, and 
plaques or postcards of haunted places around town that are often 
visited on ghost walks.  Gettysburg Ghost Tours has also expanded 
from offering one walking route to nine, with 12 tour guides.
Common questions Spooky hears on walks include, “Why is 
Gettysburg so haunted?” and “Will a ghost follow me home?”
Over the last 20 years, there’s been a surge of interest in ghost 
hunting, the art of using special electronic equipment to detect 
a spiritual presence in historic houses or buildings. So Jolene 
started the Gettysburg Paranormal Association, and employs 12 
investigators of spirit encounters.

SPOOKY WALKS -
Johlene “Spooky” Riley is 

manager and walking tour guide 
for Gettysburg Ghost Tours, 

and founder of Gettysburg 
Paranormal Group, which 

conducts ghost hunts.

SPOOKY STORE 
-  Johlene “Spooky” 

Riley is manager and 
walking tour guide 

for Gettysburg Ghost 
Tours, 47 Steinwehr 

Ave., which also offers 
a variety of spiritual 

and supernatural 
merchandise to 

enhance metaphysical 
encounters.
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County’s Attic       needs new home
T   ucked away on the south end of the Gettysburg Lutheran  Theological Seminary in the old Wolf House,

the Adams County Historical  Society (ACHS) is in its 75th year of identifying, preserving and telling the stories of the 
people and events that shaped our area.

It’s a tight fit, trying to cram the “county’s attic” of records, documents and photographs into a house built in the 1880s, but they are 
making it work, according to director Ben Neely.
"We are jammed in here with a shoehorn, but have made good use of the space we have," he said in late August. "We have gotten creative 
within the constraints of space and budget."
Before relocating in 2011, the historical society occupied Schmucker Hall, the oldest building on the seminary campus. They moved so 
that the “old dorm” could be rehabilitated and converted into a new museum interpreting the building’s role on the first day of fighting 
during the Battle of Gettysburg, and as a field hospital.
Their current headquarters belonged to J. Edmond Wolf, who was president of the seminary in the late 1880s. It had been leased to 

STORY BY HOLLY FLETCHER
PHOTOS BY DARRYL WHEELER
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Gettysburg College for dorm space before ACHS moved in.
"This house was not meant for a museum and we cannot possibly fit all of our 
local artifacts inside," said Neely, noting that their more than 30,000 objects 
range from small items - like coins and arrowheads, to large items - like a baby 
grand piano.
Much of the viewable collection now sits in storage which is far from ideal, 
according to Neely.
"We want to share what we have, not keep it locked away," he said, also noting 
that it also takes most of an afternoon to dig items out of storage.
The ACHS is making attempts to find new headquarters. Either building from 
scratch on land already owned outside of town or finding a historic building in 
town that is better suited to a large collection.  
And also continuing its partnership with the Seminary.
In the meantime, some of their objects are on display at the Seminary 
Ridge Museum, Gettysburg Heritage Center, the David Wills 
House, and the Eisenhower Historical Site, to name a few.
Neely also kept out some Civil War items to lend and also has 
a show-and-tell box for educational talks. "Being hands-on 
with the archives is so much better than viewing it behind 
glass," he said.
Some of his favorite pieces include the family Bible 
of James Gettys (founder of Gettysburg) dated 
1810; a Lincoln-Hamlin campaign ribbon; and a 
manumission paper documenting the freeing of a 
slave named Clem Johnson from his owner, a lawyer 
named Francis Scott Key.
Neely doesn’t try to put a price value on the 
artifacts. 
"Some of this stuff is one-of-a-kind; irreplaceable," 
he said. "You can't order another one on Amazon.”
And all of the items have been donated, not bought.
“We have 'zero' amount of money budgeted for 
acquisitions," he said, noting a person might donate 
an item they found at an estate sale, but the ACHS 
does not solicit items.
He noted that genealogy is the number one reason 
most people pay them a visit, with property searches, and 
the battle of Gettysburg coming in at second and third, 
respectively. "Many times, all three are connected.”
There are hundreds of thousands of papers housed at the 
historical society or nearby. Neely figures there are at least 50,000 
estate papers alone. As the official repository for the county, ACHS 
is stocked full of county records including estate papers, guardianships, 
deeds, coroner inquests and marriage records. They have items ranging from 
the 20th century back to the 1800s. All are available on hard copy or microfilm.
"Some people come in here knowing exactly what they are looking for and others 
have no idea how to even search," said Neely. “Either way, we are a great place to start.”
A big initiative for the historical society is digitizing their records.
"I'd love to put everything on Google Books, where it can be accessed with a subscription by anyone who has a computer," 
said Neely. "If we had our collection entirely online, we could handle more requests and a person could do their own research 
from the comfort of their home."
The historical society is funded through membership dues, appeal letters, and also seeks grants for equipment. They have book 
sales and also sell reproductions of old photos. A fall benefit golf outing helps offset their educational programs.
Their 800 members hail from both near and far. "I sign thank-you notes that are sent to Alaska," said Neely. "And I always 

wonder what the connection is to here - to us."
When Neely first started with the AHCS in 2004 as a volunteer, he found himself pulling 
staples out of old estate papers. “Not very glamorous, but I could see the value in it,” he 
said.
He already had a career in retail management in New York, but did not enjoy it. History, 
however, was always his "great escape." He became director of historic collections in 2005 
and, when ACHS director Wayne Motts became CEO of the National Civil War Museum 
in 2012, Neely took over his position.
In addition to Neely and three part-time staff members, the ACHS has about 35 
volunteers who tirelessly log photos and documents into the database and help patrons 
with their searches.
The historical society is all about helping visitors make connections with the past. There 
are two research rooms, one devoted to genealogy and one to the Battle of Gettysburg, that 
are open to the public Wednesday through Saturday and Thursdays nights.
But the Battle, according to Neely, is only a portion of the history found at the historical 
society. “Much of our collection pertains to the early settlement of the county – from the 
settlers to the industry to the buildings and even the roads.”
Taking pride in the local history is what it’s all about to Neely. “I have people tell me 
they were not really interested in history until they were older, and I’d like to get that 
interest started sooner by attracting school-age kids and getting them excited about their 
community.”
For Neely, it’s all about making history available and alive to the public.

adams county Historical society
368 springs avenue, gettysburg

Call 334-4723
or visit www.achs-pa.org
Hours: Wednesday through Saturday, 9 a.m. to noon
& 1-4 p.m. and Thursdays 6-9 p.m

“We want to
share what we

have, not keep it
locked away.”

Adams County
Historical Society Director,

Ben Neely

If You Go:

2120
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1275 York Rd., Peebles Plaza • 717-337-2700
Hours: Monday - Saturday 6am-9pm, Sunday 7am-8pm

Our History Is Serving Good Food...

Join us for generous helpings
of great home-cooked foods

served in a friendly,
family atmosphere.

• Daily Specials • Breakfast • 
• Lunch • Dinner •

~ Separate Lounge ~

Six Packs
To Go!

WWW.ADAMSLIBRARY.ORG
ADAMS COUNTY LIBRARY

Check Out Our New Service
FLIPSTER
DIGITAL MAGAZINES
FOR COMPUTERS OR ANY MOBILE DEVICES
Access through the website with library card
ABSOLUTELY NO WAITING - All magazines are simultaneous use!

Back issues will be available

All You
Cooking Light
Cosmopolitan
Craft Ideas

Mens Health
mental fl oss

People
Prevention
Real Simple

Taste & Travel International
Vegetarian Times

Yoga Journal

106 W. Cabin Hollow Rd.,
Dillsburg, 17019

(1.2 miles from Northern HS in a country setting)

(717)432-2513
Monday to Saturday

8am - 10:30pm
Sundays by appointment

Compassionate Care for You & Your Pet 365 Days a Year!

www.TimberViewVet.com

BELIEVE IT OR NOT...

In Our 16th

Year of Cleaning
Adams County!

Now That’s A True “Fall” Event!

It’s time to think about “Fall” Cleaning.
Mention this ad and new customers will receive
15% off  the cost of a cleaning.

Become a regular customer (at least 2x monthly),
and continue to receive 5% off  for the fi rst 3 months

THE GOOD LIFE CLEANING SERVICES
You enjoy The Good Life, while WE do the dirty work!

CALL (717)642-3711 TO SCHEDULE YOUR FREE ESTIMATE!

worth the time

NE TANK TRAVELER

Clocks and timekeeping guide our everyday lives. Whether our clocks are analog or digital, large or small, antique wood pieces, or the 
latest in available technology, people rely on timepieces to arrive on time, mark important events, schedule their days, and make official 
records. 
The National Watch & Clock Museum in Lancaster County traces the history of what might be one of mankind’s most important 
inventions through the display of their expansive, impressive collection. 
Located just a few blocks from the Susquehanna River, the National Watch & Clock Museum is located just off of Route 30 in the heart 
of Columbia. Though the outside of the building may not betray the treasures that lay inside, visitors will know they are in the right place 
by the street clock and tower clock that flank the parking area. 
Not only is the facility the home of the National Watch & Clock Museum, but the National Association of Watch & Clock Collectors’ 
headquarters are also located on the premises. Additionally, professional and aspiring horologists as well as researchers are invited to dive 
into the extensive library and research collection located on site.
What was that word? Horology is the word used to describe the art or the science of measuring time.
The exhibits take visitors through the history of time from the beginning of time. As visitors step through the doors, they are greeted by a 
replica of the infamous Stonehenge. This prehistoric English monument, among other functions, likely had astronomical significance for 
its designers. In this portion of the exhibit, visitors learn about the earliest timekeepers - sundials, water clocks (also known as clepsydras) 
and hourglasses. Though these methods of keeping time weren’t nearly as exacting as the technologies used today, they allowed prehistoric 
peoples to trace the movement of the sun, schedule days, and in the case of hourglasses, mark specific periods of time. 
Water clocks were used, among other things, as prehistoric stopwatches. A combination of water, gravity, and the sizing of the bowls used 
in the clock would allow timekeepers to keep track of things like the timing of chariot races, according to the museum exhibit.
As the exhibits progress, visitors begin to learn about how time played a role as people of the world began to explore outside their local 
areas. 

STORY BY JESSICA A. RUDY
PHOTOS COURTESY NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF WATCH & CLOCKCOLLECTORS

Visit to NatioNal
Watch & clock MuseuM
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parts of Europe and as a traveler goes east the time changes still. 
Schedulers saw the need to standardize time in set geographical regions to allow for 
accurate scheduling of railroad routes. This eventually resulted in the time zones that earth 
functions with today.
It is at this portion of the museum where the collection introduces pocket watches, 
railroad watches, and eventually, wrist watches. These sturdy yet delicate pieces took the 
basic clockwork principles used to build the larger clocks and made timekeeping accessible 
to people of all economic classes.
As the 20th century arrived, clocks changed yet again. As soldiers went off to World War 
I, they fashioned leather straps to secure their watches to their wrist, making them harder 
to lose. The look became fashionable, and eventually resulted in watches made specifically 
for wrists. Wristwatches eventually replaced pocket watches as the predominant personal 
time piece.
And after World War II, the great scientific advances of the post-war period resulted again 
in explosive innovation in the world of horology. 
The atomic clock, now one of the most accurate timekeeping technologies, was developed 
by using portions of the electromagnetic spectrum of atoms to measure time. 
And quartz watches and clocks were developed using a quartz crystal regulator for accurate 
time. 
Throughout the National Watch & Clock Museum, visitors are treated to a large variety 
of timepieces from all eras, as well as detailed and informative exhibits that put the pieces 

within their historical and technological contexts. Though the museum may sound 
like a highly specialized space only appealing to a small segment of people very 

interested in clocks, there is something here for everyone. Art in the form of 
the designs of the various clocks and up-close-and-personal looks at the 

mechanism that operates those clocks for people that enjoy mechanical 
movements and science. There are also children’s activities, historical 
displays and much more. 
At the tour’s end, visitors are invited to visit the gift shop. And if 
they are so interested in horology that they want to learn more, 
the National Association of Watch & Clock Collectors is always 
accepting new members.

The National Watch & Clock Museum is a hidden gem of central 
Pennsylvania, and is only an hour away from Adams County.

NE TANK TRAVELER NE TANK TRAVELER

The development of the chronometer allowed sailors to 
keep precise time on board ships at sea. This instrument also 
allowed ships to determine their longitudinal position by way of 
celestial navigation, allowing for more accurately plotted voyages. 
As scientists and inventors continued to study horology, the need 
arose to refine and increase the accuracy of their timepieces. It is 
here where the National Watch and Clock Museum begins to explore 
the science of creating clockwork. Basically a gear (the timekeeper) is set 
in motion by energy. An escapement, which sort of looks like a bracket, 
allows the timekeeper to rotate at set intervals rather than rotating freely, and a 
pendulum regulates the movement of the escapement, which counteracts the effects 
of friction on the speed of the escapement. The combination of the three elements 
are at the heart of mechanical timekeeping and once these principles were settled, 
horologists worked throughout the centuries to refine the mechanisms for more efficient 
operation and more accurate timekeeping.
As the centuries passed, clocks eventually ranged in size from large regulator clocks to small 
wristwatches. The National Watch & Clock Museum is filled with perhaps thousands of antique 
clocks from throughout the centuries. The collection traces the technology’s path from Europe 
and Asia, where master clockmakers constructed pieces of art that could be installed in homes. Once 
North America became a destination for colonists, few reportedly could afford the huge timepieces 
made in Europe. Those who could afford them preferred clocks imported from England or Germany, 
so the first horologists in what would become the United States were mostly engaged in repairs and 
adjustments.
As the American Revolution came to an end, clockmakers began to build their own businesses - and their own 
timepieces - for distribution to the public
The National Watch & Clock Museum displays a large number of these pieces, ranging from free-standing clocks that 
sat on a floor to ornate mantel clocks and clocks that sat on tables.
As the 19th century wound on, regulator clocks capable of extremely accurate timekeeping became crucial parts of 
the Industrial Revolution. Not only were clocks a booming industry, but highly accurate time pieces were needed to 
track the time spent by laborers in factories. Regulator master clocks, as electricity became available, would be wired 
to time clocks, allowing factory executives the ability to track their workers’ movements with ease. These clocks 
also became a symbol for wage work as the workers began to unionize.
Labor was not the only aspect of the 19th century to be touched by the increasing accuracy of clocks. The 
explosive growth of railroads caused schedulers some confusion as many rail stations ran on their local time. 
Because the earth is a globe which rotates about an axis as it orbits the sun, when it is noon in the mid-west, it is 
past noon on the East Coast and still morning on the West Coast. At that same noon hour it is evening or later in 

if you go:
514 Poplar St., Columbia, PA 17512

717-684-8261 (Option 3) | www.museumoftime.org
tiCketS

Adults - $9 • Seniors - $8
Children 5-16 - $5 • Children under 5 - FREE

hourS
Through November 30:

Tuesdays-Saturdays, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. | Sundays, 12-4 p.m.
December 1-March 31:

Tuesdays-Saturdays, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.

national Watch
& Clock Museum

thingS to ConSider
The National Watch & Clock Museum is located just blocks from the Turkey 

Hill Experience. In fact, tickets are available at the Turkey Hill Experience 
to visit the museum. Exhibits are located on the ground floor in handicap 

accessible spaces. Though the museum itself is quiet, the clocks located within 
the exhibits do tick and chime. Food is not available at the museum, but is 

located nearby in downtown Columbia and in nearby York County. Non-flash, 
souvenir-only photography is permitted. 

hoW to get there
From Adams County, take Route 30 east towards York County. Continue on Route 30 until 

crossing the Susquehanna River into Lancaster County.  Take the first exit in Lancaster 
County toward Pa. 441. Take a left on North 5th Street and then a right on Poplar Street. 
Destination is on your left. There is very good directional signage located along the route.
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A visitor to Gettysburg today may find it hard to believe that a decade ago, there wasn't a venue in town 
where you could see a world-class musical or dance performance, an independent film, or a live comedy act 

under the same roof.
When the Majestic Theater reinvented itself and reopened as the Jennifer and David LeVan Performing Arts Center 

on Nov. 14, 2005, it brought all that and more to the downtown area. 
Jeffrey Gabel, the theater's founding executive director and a native of central Pennsylvania, moved to Gettysburg 
in 2003 to help oversee the transformation and renovation project. As a board trustee of the League of Historic 
American Theatres, he's had the chance to travel all over the United States to many similar venues in towns large 
and small. He's often referred to the Majestic as "the grandest small-town theater in America," and 10 years after 
its grand reopening, he stands behind that statement.
"We are so fortunate to live in Gettysburg," he said during an interview this summer, seated in his office situated 
above the theater on Carlisle Street. On the wall hangs a piece of the theater's original pressed tin ceiling, a subtle 
nod to the venue's 90-year history.
The Majestic originally opened in November 1925, showing silent films and eventually "talkies." The facility also 
housed a gymnasium and ballroom. Warner Bros. acquired the theater in 1932, and operated it for the next 45 
years. In 1954, the theater underwent a $100,000 renovation, adding a new marquee, Cinemascope projection, 
and stereo sound. 
During the middle part of the 20th century, the theater also hosted General and then President Dwight D. 
Eisenhower on several occasions, as he addressed the Gettysburg College graduating class of 1946, held the first-
ever presidential news conference outside the White House, and welcomed United States Senator Everett Dirksen 
and Henry Scharf under the marquee.
After a fire in 1988 destroyed the Gettysburg Hotel but spared the adjoining theater, Gettysburg College 
purchased both sites and began to rebuild. RC Theaters operated the venue until the most recent renovation, 
which culminated in the grand reopening 10 years ago. That event featured vocalists Elaine Stritch, Marion 
Mazzie, and Debbie Gravitte, along with host Carson Kressley, a Gettysburg College graduate and television 
personality.
Over the past decade, Gettysburg has played host to performers as varied as Hal Holbrook, Lily Tomlin, the 
Smothers Brothers, Judy Collins, Sweet Honey in the Rock, and the Blind Boys of Alabama. 
The theater has also become the local venue to see independent and foreign films. While the Majestic underwent 

its transformation in the early 2000s, two other commercial theaters were under construction on the outskirts 
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as cultural hub of
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Majestic  Celebrates

of Gettysburg, and Gabel said he knew that the Majestic would have to branch out of the 
mainstream movie world to thrive.
"It became obvious that the commercial distributors were not going to license these films to 
us," he said. 
The Majestic cinemas instead began to schedule the foreign and independent films that 
otherwise wouldn't have been shown in Gettysburg. 
"Other than Midtown (Cinema) in Harrisburg, there is nowhere else to see these films," he 
said. "It's a matter of changing the marketplace."
Today, filmgoers come from Frederick, Hagerstown, and other communities 20 or 30 miles 
away to see the Majestic's lineup. This regional support was evident when the theater held its 
"Save Our Downtown Movies" campaign several years ago to raise money to transition the 
cinema to an all-digital projection system. The campaign received donations from supporters 
in Maryland, Pennsylvania, and more than 20 other states. Just in the last year, the theater sold 
more than 17,000 movie tickets.
"We knew the market would be strong for Broadway musicals, comedy, the 
Chinese acrobats, shows like that. I wasn't quite as sure if the audience 
would be there for the art house films. We've built a really, really strong 
core audience now," Gabel said.
The numbers alone from the past 10 years are impressive: 1,350 
live performances by 4,779 professional touring artists; an 
average of 40,000 patrons every year; $1.4 million raised for 
local charities through Majestic events and fundraisers; and 
nearly $584,000 in amusement taxes collected to support the 
Borough of Gettysburg and the Gettysburg Area School District.  
Gabel is quick to credit the partnership with Gettysburg College for 
the theater's success. Originally envisioned by former President Gordon 
Haaland, this mutually-beneficial partnership has yielded a venue for 
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You have to get the right 
artist, at the right time, at 

the right price. It all has to 
be right. It is something that 
doesn’t happen by accident. 
Hopefully throughout the 

course of the year,
there is something that 

everyone will be
interested in and something 
that everyone can afford. 

– Jeffrey Gabel,
founding executive director

college recitals and performances, as well as cultural offerings for the 
community. Of the theater's $1.3 million budget, the college provides 
about a third, covering the cost of staffing and operations.
"The whole premise for the theater was that it would be a partnership 
between the college and the community," he said. "It's one of the 
things I'm proudest of still to this day. We couldn't operate without that 
partnership."
The theater also works with local organizations on fundraising events. One 
example is the Dancing with the Local Stars competition, which benefits 
the YWCA Gettysburg & Adams County. 
"That is as entertaining as any international star, and it's all community," 
Gabel said.
The theater's diversity of programming, from up-and-coming country artists to 
live-streamed performances from the Metropolitan Opera, to free family movies 
and a summertime classic film series, is intentional, Gabel said.
"It's a very humbling business in trying to ascertain and predict what kind of live 
shows people are going to want to see," he said. "You have to get the right artist, 
at the right time, at the right price. It all has to be right. It is something that doesn't 
happen by accident. Hopefully throughout the course of the year, there is something 
that everyone will be interested in and something that everyone can afford."
Gabel and his staff seek out performers and shows that will appeal to a local and regional 
audience, as well as the thousands of tourists that visit Gettysburg every year, especially during 
the summer months. During the summer of 2006, the theater hosted a production of the musical 
"For the Glory." However, investors ran out of money before the show was able to catch on, and it 
didn't return for a second summer.
The main summer attraction for the past three years has been Jake Boritt's film "The Gettysburg Story," 
which has been received very well by locals and visitors alike, Gabel said. 
As the reborn Majestic Theater enters its second decade of life, Gabel said he's not slowing down either. At 65, he 
plans to continue to serve not only as the executive director, but also as a gracious host, welcoming patrons and 
introducing performances. He said he plans to keep going "as long as I can stagger out on that stage and make 
people laugh."
This December, a new partnership between the Majestic, Gettysburg Community Theatre, and Totem Pole 
Playhouse will bring a production of Charles Dickens’ “A Christmas Carol,” to the Majestic stage, offering not 
only a new holiday tradition for locals, but an attraction for new and returning visitors as well. 
Looking a little farther down the road, both Gabel and Jean LeGros, a Gettysburg College graduate and a 
member of the theater's advisory committee, have made personal contributions to ensure the theater's future 
success. With the establishment of the Jean S. LeGros and Jeffrey W. Gabel Endowment Fund for Family 
Programming, Gabel said his focus moving forward will be to encourage more people to do the same to ensure 
that the theater will bring many more decades of arts and culture to downtown Gettysburg. 
"One of the things I'm proudest of is all the great joy and laughter that we've brought to the community," he 
said. "We want to convince others to join us." 
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As Chef Jesse Reichert sat in the lobby of Cross Keys Village - The Brethren Home 
Community's Harmony Ridge Community Center between lunch and dinner one recent 
afternoon, people passed by him and said "hello." He returned the greeting, and knew 
almost everyone's name.
Reichert has worked at Cashtown Inn, Wyndham Gettysburg and Restaurant Sydney; but 
Cross Keys is much different. His customers are all regulars because they live there and 
that consistency keeps him on his toes.
"I am not having customers come and go. If they have one bad experience, they are going 
to remember that and they are going to be back tomorrow and will tell you about it," he 
said.
Building those relationships is just as important as what happens in the kitchen, Reichert 
said. 
Reichert began his restaurant life at the end of the line, washing dishes. He was happy to 
have a job and enjoyed the kitchen environment. He moved up to line cook and eventually 
started learning from professionals such as Chef Neil Annis at Sydney and Chef Claude 
Rodier at Wyndham.
At Cross Keys, he blends homestyle cooking with a modern flair. The residents like food 
that reminds them of what their parents or grandparents cooked decades ago. Pot roast 
is a favorite. He roasts veal bones and makes a delicious stock then takes eye rounds and 
braises them in the stock for about five hours. As customers bite into it, memories often 
start flooding their minds.
Like any chef, Reichert's job goes beyond the stove. He is responsible for the kitchen's 
budget and inventory. His business management degree is a big help.
Reichert became somewhat of a local celebrity beyond the Cross Keys complex when he 
won the 2015 Gettysburg Adams Chamber of Commerce Taste of the Town cook-off. He 
taught Gettysburg Times Publisher Harry Hartman how to serve as his sous chef and the 
two competed in a live competition against several other chefs and novices.
"The time limit was the toughest thing about that. There was limited space and limit 
things to cook with but it was a lot of fun," he said.
Reichert obviously loves to cook. When friends visit his house, food is a centerpiece and he 
is always in the kitchen making sure guests are well-fed. The Cross Keys residents are also 
lucky to benefit from his skills, but the most important people at the table are his wife and 
three children.
"That was a big part of my decision to come to this job, because it is more daytime hours 
and I get to do dinner at home," he said. "I love cooking at home and getting the kids 
involved."

Cross Keys Village @ the bretheren home

REICHERT

Cross keys residents, 
friends and his

own family enjoy
Chef reichert’s food
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PHOTO BY JOHN ARMSTRONG
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The annual Gettysburg Anniversary Committee Battle 
of Gettysburg Re-enactment was held Aug. 7-9 along 
Pumping Station Road in Freedom Township. Next year’s 
re-enactment will be held July 1-3. Tickets and more 
information are available at gettysburgreenactment.com.

2015 Gettysburg Anniversary Committee

Battle of  Gettysburg Re-enactment

Thank  You!
to all the reenactors and spectators for 

another successful reenactment!
Be sure to join us next year for the spectacular...

153rd Gettysburg Anniversary Civil War Reenactment
Fri., Sat., & Sun., July 1-3, 2016

(Same days as actual Battle of Gettysburg)

Call for Ticket Information:
1-800-514-3849 or visit: gettysburgreenactment.com

Gettysburg Anniversary Committee | PO Box 3482 | Gettysburg, PA 17325
Ticket Sales & Reenactor Registration will open September 1st, 2015

GETTYSBURG
152nd Anniversary Civil War Reenactment
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For 35 years, Music, Gettysburg! has been bringing the sounds of local and regional choirs, 
orchestras and ensembles to the Gettysburg Seminary chapel, and to an appreciative Gettysburg 
audience.
As the anniversary season kicks off this fall, Mark Oldenburg, steering committee chair, says this 
year's lineup is the most diverse in the organization's history.

"This is as diverse a season as we've had. We have everything from folk music to Sinatra to 
Beethoven," he said.

The 2015-16 schedule includes performances by local favorites the Gettysburg 
Chamber Orchestra, Gettysburg Children's Choir, Gettysburg Big Band, the 
Sunderman Woodwind Quintet, and baritone Wayne Hill. Other highlights include 
organist Mark Mummert, the Central Bucks West High School Choir, and two 
Christmas performances, among many others. 
This season's lineup also includes one of the final performances by Anonymous 4, a 
female a cappella group that specializes in Medieval chant and music. 
Oldenburg said he expects that since the quartet is internationally known, it will 
draw a large regional crowd, so while the performance is free, admission requires a 
ticket.

Music, Gettysburg! concerts typically attract a local audience, with crowds ranging from 20 
people to more than 400, Oldenburg said. Depending on the performer, audience members have 
also traveled from Maryland, Virginia, New Jersey and Ohio.
Over its 35-year history, the concert series' reputation has attracted a number of choirs who have 

sought a place on the program after hearing about the quality of the acoustics in the 
seminary chapel and the "fervency of the audience," he said. 
"We have increased the number of performances, but we've also become better 
known as a venue," he said.
Oldenburg was invited to join the Music, Gettysburg! steering committee in 1987 
by then-president and fellow professor Gerry Christianson, shortly after arriving 
in Gettysburg to take a teaching position at the seminary. He said some of his 
favorite performances over the years have been those that blend the vocal and 
instrumental talents of both a choir and an orchestra. One such performance 
featured the Gettysburg College Choir, the Gettysburg Civic Chorus, and Schola 
Cantorum, along with the Gettysburg Chamber Orchestra, performing Brahms' 
"A German Requiem" in memory of Herman Stuempfle, former president of the 

Gettysburg Seminary.
All Music, Gettysburg! performances are free and open to the public. The seminary provides 
the performance space and staff support, and financial support comes from local businesses and 
individuals as well as from the freewill offering taken at each performance.
"The community just responds wonderfully," Oldenburg said. "We take an offering at each 

performance, and we send out the (season schedule) brochure once a year, and we're able to fund 
the whole year."
As Music, Gettysburg! celebrates is 35th anniversary, several other local performing arts 
organizations are also celebrating anniversaries this year, Oldenburg said: the Majestic Theater 
turns 90, the Sunderman Conservatory celebrates their first decade, Schola Cantorum is 30, and 
the Keystone Brass Band celebrates 40 years. The Keystone Brass will perform as part of Music, 
Gettysburg! this season for the first time as a standalone act on April 9, he said.
For more information on this season's lineup, visit musicgettysburg.org. No tickets are required 
for concerts with the exception of the Oct. 4 Anonymous 4 performance.
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COME IN FOR YOUR
FREE

ESTIMATE
WE WORK WITH ALL INSURANCE COMPANIES!

WE GUARANTEE ALL WORK!
WE WILL TOW YOUR CAR!

230 Roberts Mill Road  |  Taneytown, MD 21787

443-918-8091
www.TaneytownCollisionCenter.com

Fax: 443-918-8254 | taneytowncollision@comcast.net

Serving all of the Adams County Area

All Tire Brands Available at
LOWEST PRICE

FULL TIME
MECHANIC AVAILABLE

to Meet All Your Mechanical Needs


