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A community is at its best when everyone 
has each other’s back. This issue of 
Companion illustrates that we live in an 
awesome community. The cover story by 
Vanessa Pellechio highlights how the men 
and women who protect our municipalities 
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are evolving their methods to improve 
safety and efficiency. Some of the more 
seasoned police officers admit embracing 
technology has not been easy but 
essential to improve services to residents. 
Volunteerism is at the core of youth events. 
As the leaves change and the temperatures 
cool, sporting events bring people together. 
And who can watch a game without at least 
one trip to the concession stand? Mary 
Grace Keller has more on these dedicated 
boosters. In the 1980s, bigger was better. 
Big houses, big cars and big lifestyles. 
Now, many families are realizing simple is 
satisfying. Holly Fletcher has a story in this 
edition about a Tiny House that is getting 
large amounts of attention. We continue 
our look at great athletes with a profile of 
Gettysburg great Carrie McMaster. Josh 
Martin explains how the woman who once 
lit up the basketball court has not lost her 
competitive edge. I hope you enjoy this 
issue of Companion. As always, feel free to 
email story ideas or comments.

OCT / SEPT, 2017

Restaurant
Distillery 

Cocktail Bar
 Bottleshop 

PA Wine, Beer & Cider
Outdoor Pet Friendly Patio

331 E. Water St. 
Gettysburg | 717-398-3385

www.masondixondistillery.com 
Free Onsite Parking

What’s Inside:

Offices in Gettysburg and York
888.242.0244 ext. 130

Sales@TeamTreysta.com

Trust TREYSTA as your

IT TEAM
for one low monthly

investment

Help Desk
Cient Technology Manager

Proactive Monitoring
Project Team

vCIO

Frustrated with Your

     Technology?
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October November
14th

encore breast
Cancer Awareness

5K
YWCA Gettysburg &

Adams County

27th
17th Annual

  Costume
      Party

Gettysburg Hotel Ballroom
adamsarts.org

53rd Annual
nATIonAl  Apple
Harvest  FesTIVAl
www.appleharvest.com

Annual olde Getty place
Gettysburg

Halloween
Parade
Rain Date:
October 25th

Gettysburg
Farmers Market
Lincoln Square
www.gettysburgfarmmarket.com

4-h benefit Auction
Agricultural & Natural
Resources Center

10th Annual Friday Gettysburg
remembrance Day banquet & ball
Eisenhower Inn & Conference Center
www.gettysburgball.com

The president’s 15th Annual
remembrance Day Dinner & ball
Gettysburg Hotel, Main Ballroom
www.remembrancedayball.com/Start_table.html

The lonesome
Traveler
Majestic Theater
www.gettysburgmajestic.org

evening open house
Gettysburg Lincoln
Railroad Station
www.gettysburgfoundation.org/243

The log house
Christmas Craft show
Log House
www.ebhpspa.org

remembrance Day parade
and Ceremonies
www.suvcw.org

1863 restaurant
Thanksgiving buffet
www.1863restaurantandlounge.com

Gettysburg battlefield Marathon
Gettysburg National Military Park
www.ywcagettysburg.org/gettysburg-battlefield-marathon

2nd Annual Civil War
Camp Carnival
Camp Tiger
www.farnsworthhouse-
inn.com

Fall Fest for breast
Cancer Awareness
Gettysburg Day Spa, LLC
www.gettysburgdayspa.com

PROCEEDS GO TO ENCORE
BREAST CANCER SUPPORT

Woodcarving and
Art show and sale
East Berlin
Community Center
www.conewagocarvers.com

Dipsy Doodle Dash
and liberty Mountain
Challenge

FAll FesTIVAl

Liberty Mountain
Resort
www.libertymountainresort.com

land Conservancy of Adams 
County’s road rally 2017
Land Conservancy of
Adams County
www.lcacnet.org

Gift Fair and
holiday bazaar
St. Francis Xavier Center,
465 Table Rock Road
8:00am - 2:30pm

Veteran’s Day /
Community
Appreciation Day
GNMP
www.gettysburgfoundation.org

scrapple Fest
Adams
County Winery
www.adam-
scountywinery.
com

paranormal Investigation at harpers Ferry
www.afterdarkinvestigations.com

GhosT TrACKs
Steam Into History
FOR A LIST OF ALL THEIR EVENTS 
PLEASE VISIT THEIR WEBSITE
www.steamintohistory.com

battlefield
Tattoo expo
Eisenhower Complex
www.battlefieldtattooexpo.com

7th - 8th
14th - 15th

24th

7th, 14th,
21st, 28th 4th

17th

10th

18th

24th - 26th

18th

23rd

5th

21st

15th

23rd & 29th

15thVienna boys Choir
Majestic Theater
www.gettysburgmajestic.org

13th

21st

11th

Dedication Day -
Anniversary of the
Gettysburg Address
Soldiers’ National
Cemetary
lincolnfellowship.
wildapricot.org

19th

11th

17th21st

20th

53rd Annual
COLORFEST
Thurmont Community Park
21 Frederick Rd.,
Thurmont, MD 21788

14th - 15th 

7th, 14th, 28th

20th - 22nd

13th, 14th, 
20th, 21st
27th, 28st

back From the 
Dead Cemetery 

Walk
The National 

Shrine of Saint 
Elizabeth Ann 

Seton Emmitsburg, 
MD 21727

setonshrine.org

Starting the 

13th 
The Crucible
Starting the 

19th 
The rocky horror 

show live!
Gettysburg

Community Theatre

www.gettysburgcom-
munitytheatre.org

Starting the 

10th 
elf the Musical

(penguin project 
2017)

Gettysburg
Community Theatre

www.gettysburgcom-
munitytheatre.org

Starting the 

23rd 

A Civil War 
Christmas

at the
shriver house

Shriver House 
Museum

www.shriverhouse.org

Starting the 

10th 
Dancing with the 

local stars
Gettysburg Area 

High School
www.ywcagettys-
burg.org/dancing-
with-the-local-stars

18th 
Annual

remembrance
Illumination

Soldiers’ National 
Cemetary

www.gettysburgfoun-
dation.org

28th 
new oxford

Annual

harvest 
Day

& parade

Annual Gettysburg

Firkin
Fest

Gettysburg
Lutheran Seminary

4th

national register 
of historic

places plaque

  
R

ibbon 
Cutting

Historic Farnsworth
House Inn

www.farnsworthhouseinn.com
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An Adams County couple built an award-
winning tiny house in their backyard. 
Tyra Kunkle of East Berlin, had watched a 
lot of tiny house TV shows and since her 
husband, Marvin, is a local contractor/
remodeler with nearly 30 years’ experience, 
she thought it would be a fun project to do 
together. 
“At first, he said ‘No’ but I really, really 
wanted to try it and eventually he agreed,” 
she said. 
With the help of employee Jake O’Brien 
and Tyra’s father, Gene, they started in 
February and finished by June.
“We worked mostly at night after work, or 
if we had a free day,” said Marvin. 
The 26-foot-long, 288-square-foot home 
was built on a flatbed trailer, making it 
mobile. 
“When we picked up the trailer in 
Chambersburg, I remember thinking, 
‘I’m going to build a house on THAT?’ It 
looked so small,” recalled Marvin. 
They named their self-designed home Tiny 
Nittany, as their son had just graduated 
from Penn State. The couple had so much 
fun they turned it into a business and 
launched Cedar Hollow Tiny Homes.
In June, Cedar Hollow took its model 
home to a tiny house festival in New Jersey 
where it received favorable reviews and won 
Best Builder Award. 
“That was so neat!” said Tyra, who was 
amazed at the line of people waiting to see 
their home. “Many were surprised at how 
roomy it is inside. The high ceilings add 
volume.”
Tyra and Marvin put a lot of time and 
thought into this first home, building 
it the way they would want and not 
taking any shortcuts. It has 11 windows, 
air conditioning and heat, a functional 
kitchen, propane appliances, queen-
sized bed in the lofted master bedroom, 
a full-size shower, a compost toilet, and 
a backroom office with Murphy bed. It’s 
priced between $65,000 and $75,000.
Marvin handmade all the cabinets and 
each of the steps leading up to the loft 
has hidden storage. They re-purposed an 
old barn door from a neighboring farm 
and used cedar siding. Tyra was chief 
painter and decorator of the “farmhouse 
chic” interior. The white ceiling (“that will 

 Local couple builds tiny,

   wins big
StorY BY HoLLY FLEtcHEr

PHotoS BY DArrYL WHEELEr
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probably be our signature in all future homes,” said Marvin) keeps it bright and cheery.
The trailer itself cost about $7,000. “It is the foundation of your home and you want a good quality 
trailer, especially when you’re hauling it down the road,” he said.
They’re taking it on the road again in late October to the Mid-Atlantic Tiny House Expo at the Howard 
County Fairgrounds in Maryland. 
Between shows they keep it on their property in Reading Township and sleep in it from time to 
time. In the evenings, Tyra takes their two small dogs down to the house to watch TV and relax. 
“It’s so peaceful and comfortable.” She thinks it would be fun to take it tailgating at 
State College. 
The couple said building a tiny home is very different. “You want high-end features but you 
have to make it all fit and look nice,” said Tyra. 
Their home is certified through the National Organization of Alternative Housing 
(NOAH) and meets all standard regulations. 
One of the most common questions with tiny homes is where can they legally be 
parked. “Tiny homes are more accepted by municipalities out west, but are 
gaining popularity here,” said Tyra. “The industry really needs to address the 
zoning codes.” 
Several people have already made inquiries about their model home.

Many were 
surprised at
how roomy it 
is inside.
The high
ceilings 
add 
volume�

“

“

Tyra said 
she will have 

a hard time 
parting with it. 

“It’s the first project 
we’ve done together 

and I just love it,” she 
said.

But Marvin is eager for a 
sale to recoup some of his 

building expenses. 
In fact, he’s already planning the 

next one. “I’ve ordered the trailer,” 
he said, adding that this one will be 

slightly longer at 30-feet.
He’s thinking of putting the master 

bedroom on the first floor for those who can’t 
do steps, but keeping the loft idea. It should be 

finished by springtime and Tyra is dreaming up a 
Colorado lodge theme with taupe colors and earthy 

tones. 
The couple said it’s been a fun venture and they are 

eager to see what’s next.
To keep in touch, follow the Cedar Hollow Tiny Homes 

page on Facebook.
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UPMC Pinnacle Hanover’s Cardiovascular
Team is Committed To Providing High

Quality Care To Our Community.

HanoverHospital.org

MEET OUR TEAM

David Gilbert,
D.O.

Brett D. Roberts,
M.D.

G. Alan Bridenbaug,
M.D., Ph.D., FACC

J. André Garbedian,
D.O.

Gurpal Singh,
M.D.

Daniel F. Neuzil,
M.D., FACS

Gagandeep S. Gurm,
M.D.

Ashley Zinda,
D.O.

Chelsey Goodbrod,
PA-C

UPMC Pinnacle Hanover offers comprehensive 
services to prevent, diagnose and treat cardiovascular 
disease. Our physicians are well trained in the use of 
less invasive techniques and devices to treat circulatory 
and heart disease, as well as other conditions.

We are now seeing patients in Gettysburg.

To schedule an appointment, please call (717) 637-1738.

Authentic German
Glass Ornaments • Erzgebirge Folk Art

Smokers • Füchtner Nutcrackers
Schwibbögens • Wooden Miniatures

Music Boxes • Nativities • Papier Mâché Figures & Candy Containers

Coming to

Gettysburg
soon!

110 Lincoln Way West (Route 30)  •  New Oxford, PA  •  next to the Train Station
(717) 624–9646  •  www.TheChristmasHaus.com

9 Miles East of Gettysburg  •  10 a.m.–5 p.m. Daily

In Association with Gettysburg Community Theatre

Presented By

at Gettysburg College’s

Majestic Theater
TO PURCHASE TICKETS:
Call the Box Office: 717-337-8200
online: www.gettysburgmajestic.org
in person: 25 Carlisle Street, Gettysburg, PA

A Christmas Carol

• 2017 DATES •
December 8, 15

at 8:00 pm
December

9, 10, 13, 14, 16 & 17
at 2:00 pm

December 9, 10, 16 & 17
at 6:00 pm

Ticket Range: $30 - $36
$10 discount for Totem Pole
Playhouse season subscribers

Gift Certificates Available
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Just 20-some years ago, Biglerville Police relied on 
a low-band radio system and a computer at their 
station. 
“That was it,” said Biglerville Police Sgt. Craig 
Hartley. “When I started, there were no laptops 
in vehicles, no video cameras or body cameras, 
and no car cameras.”
Jump ahead to 2017 – and Hartley could not 
imagine going anywhere without his body 
camera.
The shooting in Ferguson, Missouri on Aug. 9, 
2014 prompted the police department to acquire 
body cameras, according to Hartley. Ferguson 
police officer Darren Wilson shot and killed 
18-year-old Michael Brown after he reportedly 
stole from a convenience store. 
“Nothing beats a video,” Hartley added. “I like 
it because the camera itself creates accountability 
not only for the public but for law enforcement 
too.”
In 2014, the department was the first in the 
county to purchase body cameras thanks to 
funding from the Biglerville American Legion. 
They bought two cameras, made by a company 
called Taser that is now known as Axon.

Adams County District Attorney Brian Sinnett 
said the use of body cameras is up to local police 
agencies. 
“There is no prohibition in Adams County to 
using body cameras. I would encourage them to 
use them,” Sinnett said.
Technology has continued to evolve since Sinnett 
started in the Adams County District Attorney’s 
office in 2004. The same holds true for the ways 
crimes are committed, Sinnett said.
In the past, the drug task force set up meetings 
for controlled buys through phone calls, but 
now they are done through text messages and 
social media outlets like Instagram and Facebook, 
according to Sinnett.
Even though most communication is digital for 
offenders, that doesn’t mean the information 
being shared is untraceable.
The district attorney’s office has witnessed 
all types of offenses whether drug dealing or 
domestic violence use a mobile device “in the 
commission of the crime,” said Detective Eric 
Beyer. Beyer works in the district attorney’s office.
At different times, Beyer and McSherrystown 
Borough Police Chief Michael Woods traveled to 

LOCaL 
OffICErS 
embrace 
high-tech 
policing

StorY BY VAnESSA PELLEcHio
PHotoS BY

JoHn ArmStrong AnD   
VAnESSA PELLEcHio
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Glynco, Georgia for federal law enforcement training 
on cell phone forensics after seeing how long it took 
the attorney general’s office to complete the work. 
Both provide the investigative services countywide. 
Woods said the training would have typically cost 
$18,000, but he only had to pay for transportation 
since he qualified through a subsidized program. He 
was the first to receive the training in June 2016.
Seventy-five percent of the cases analyzed through 
equipment called Cellebrite dealt with child 
pornography, while the remaining 25 percent were 
drug-related, according to Woods.
“These are people who have to use a specific program 
combined with a specific search engine to find 
the right 32-bit hash value to download into their 
computer. This is not a one-click accidental crime,” 
Beyer said about child pornography. 
Beyer obtained the training April 2017, and serves 
on the Internet Crimes Against Children (ICAC) 
task force.
Since 2014, Beyer has apprehended about 30 child 
predators.
“Each image and video that a child predator 
downloads involves a child somewhere being sexually 
exploited,” added Beyer. “Each time these images 
are downloaded or viewed that child is being re-
victimized.”
The analysis work is not limited to cell phones and 
extends to all mobile devices.
Woods said all information sent over the phone or 
device goes into cyber space with the ability to be 
tracked by the software when it is inspected. 
“You get these Snapchats and think they delete 
in seven or 10 seconds, but it’s embedded in your 
phone,” Woods said. “It basically goes into a hard 
drive on your phone. I can pull all that off there.”
Deleted messages, erased phone calls, and locations 
can be discovered as well.
Woods said it is similar to computer forensics with 
reports as long as 1,100 pages.
If a phone or device is submitted as evidence, the 
first thing to examine is the make and model, 
according to Woods. 
His Cellebrite equipment has a wide variety of plug-
ins that must be matched to the correct device with 
an adapter cord that connects with a USB reader and 
then into the laptop. The laptop includes software 
that recognizes the phone and starts the extraction.
“Every phone is different,” Woods said. “Every 
phone has certain things in it. You may have to 
change some settings to be able to start the extraction 
process.”
Woods said the equipment is mobile, which allows 
him to bring it to crime scenes for direct use.

“The camera itself creates 
accountability not only for the public 

but for law enforcement too.”

E-
citations

dash
camsPDevidence

Electronic citations is another avenue 
recently pushed to assist in police mobility 
at scenes, Carroll Valley Police Chief 
Richard Hileman II said.
Hileman applied and was awarded grant 
money with county director of resource 
development Jay Ondrizek, who also 
heads the Adams County Criminal Justice 
Advisory Board. County officials received 
$149,998 out of $5.4 million available 
in federal funds from the Pennsylvania 
Commission on Crime and Delinquency’s 
Byrne Justice Assistance Grant (JAG).
Hileman said the new e-citation system 
will aid in the 18 percent increase in traffic 
citations from 2014 to 2015. Municipal 
and county officers had 5,575 handwritten 
traffic citations in 2014 and 6,287 in 
2015, according to the Administrative 
Office of Pennsylvania Courts.
While there were some delays in getting 
the e-citation software installed, the first 
five laptops were distributed in September, 
Hileman said, noting that the rest will be 
available in the next couple of weeks.
Hileman said the new system is not only 
more efficient, but it is also safer for 
officers. 
“Guys are sitting in a cruiser with pads 
on the steering wheel. They are hunched 
up, handwriting citations while trying 
to maintain their own safety and watch 
what’s going on,” Hileman added.
Nine of the 16 municipal police agencies 
participating in the initiative do not have 
administrative support, according to 
Hileman.
Police officers are forced off the streets to 
enter data into a separate police software 
system, Hileman said. The citations are 
first handwritten, entered into the police 
software, and then re-entered once it 
reaches the magistrate level.
Hileman said the system will give all police 

departments the same access and can be 
directly sent to the courts.
It will also save the courts and county law 
enforcement agencies about $80,000 a 
year due to less time being used to enter 
the data, Hileman said.
For example, an average clerk's wage 
is $13.50 plus $3.19 in benefits. With 
1,166 hours of work completing 7,000 
handwritten citations, it would be 
equivalent to nearly $20,000 a year in 
costs, which is what Adams County had 
the potential to reach in 2016, according 
to Hileman's grant application.
Hileman said the lack of the data exchange 
cost at least $40,000 in wages and benefits 
each year and another $40,000 can be 
included since officer’s salaries are double 
what a court clerk makes.
As part of the project, the police 
department also implemented new 
software called PDEvidence, which 
operates as a crime lab and processes the 
evidence. The software was created by a 
retired Cumberland County detective, 
according to Hileman.
“We have looked at it because we now 
have the facility to do it,” Hileman said, 
adding that the police department has 
a new office in Carroll Valley Borough’s 
municipal building project. 
Labels and barcodes are printed from the 
system, and then organized accordingly. 
The department is in the process of 
converting older evidence into the 
system because it gives alerts when items 
are sitting in the room for over a year, 
Hileman said. 
Biglerville Police Department is in the 
process of implementing PDEvidence as 
well as the e-citation system, according to 
Hartley. 
“It’s easier for the new officers to deal 
with the new technology because that’s 

what they are used to,” said Hartley, who 
became a police officer in 1996. “I’m 
speaking for myself as an older officer…it 
is sometimes difficult.”
Cumberland Township Police are also 
staying ahead of technology with the use 
of multiple dash cams in patrol cars, Sgt. 
Tim Biggins said.
Biggins said they have a camera in the 
backseat near the prisoner, one camera 
facing forward, and another in the main 
cab by the officer.
Biggins said he never thought he’d witness 
officers refuse to drive a patrol vehicle 
without a camera.
He hopes all the main patrol vehicles will 
have cameras in them by the beginning of 
next year. The cameras are used for high 
speed pursuits or in-person interviews, 
according to Biggins. 
“We have been able to do on-scene 
interviews of suspects and victims,” 
Biggins said. “We are finding our victims 
are so much more powerful to see than any 
written statement.”
The department hopes to get a drone in 
the future to fly over crime scenes and 
crashes. 
“What better view can you give a jury?” 
Biggins said. “It will show exactly what it 
looked like that day. Juries want to see the 
evidence behind it.”
Sinnett said it is rare for prosecutors to 
not use digital media in some capacity at a 
trial, whether it’s playing recordings from a 
phone or displaying pictures to a jury.
In the future, he hopes the courtrooms can 
adapt to the revolutionized technology. 
“I know that is a long way away,” Sinnett 
added. “I’d like to move past the simple 
projector screen. But I think it is far 
better than where we started with passing 
pictures in the jury box.”

14 15



Redding’s Hardware & Sporting Goods
Your Old-Fashioned, Country Style Hunting Shop 

and Hardware Store
Family owned and operated since 1970, we have a huge selection of firearms, ammo, optics, 

reloading supplies, boots, clothing,  and plenty of hunting and shooting accessories.

Our full line archery shop includes indoor paper lanes and techno hunt. Whether you’re  interested 
in a new bow or need to tune your current bow,  our certified bow technicians are happy to help.

We also sell fishing equipment, bait, hardware, plumbing, 
Boy and Girl Scout supplies, and much more.

We’ll help you find what you’re looking for at
 Redding’s Hardware & Sporting Goods. Look for the Bear on the roof!

279 S. Franklin St., Gettysburg • 717-334-5211 • www.reddingshardware.com
Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. 9 am-6 pm; Fri. 9 am-8 pm; Sat. 8 am-4 pm; Closed Sun.

Benelli
Browning
Barrett

Patriot Ordnance
FN

Weatherby
Tikka

Savage
Marlin

Mossberg
Smith & Wesson

Ruger
ATI

Springfield
Armalite

Henry
H&K

Sig Sauer

Charter Arms
Walther

Winchester
Beretta
SCCY
DPMS
Stag
Glock
Colt

North American Arms
Bowtech

Obsession
Parker

Gold Tip
Stryker
Vortex
Leica
Nikon

Bushnell
Sightron

Under Armour
Kenetrek 
NuCanoe

Buck Knives
Kabar 
Case

WYLD Mineral
Blackhawk

Tagua
Harris Bipods

Predator Tactics
Coyote Light

Primos
Orca Coolers
Cuddeback
Shoot -N-C

G5
Octane
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13 Steinwehr Avenue • Gettysburg
Sun.-Thurs. 10-6; Fri. & Sat. 10-9

717-420-5465

Craz y Aaron’s Thinking Putt y 
Snoozies Slippers

Janod Toys 
Classic Toys

We are 
expanding our 

toy line 
to include:

10% 
OFF
Entire 

Purchase
Some exclusions 

may apply. 
Cannot be combined with

 any other offer.
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Many are familiar with the playful and sometimes defiant 
antics of children, and those that have had children know this 
all too well. Although the children of Gettysburg in 1863 may 
have dressed differently, played with different toys and led 
different lifestyles, a new book to be published the Spring of 
2018 demonstrates that kids haven’t changed much else in the 
seemingly long span of time since the Civil War.
After seven years, the book “Gettysburg: Kids Who Did 
the Impossible,” is unique on many counts. Not only is it a 
photographic essay, but it features stories from kids during 
the Battle of Gettysburg, and is written for the kids of today. 
It’s so unique that it fills a niche that was almost completely 
missing from the market, to the surprise of the author Gregory 
Christianson.
“I was an innkeeper in town here, and I often connected 

customers with local historians and materials to aid their research 
and enhance their visit,” he said. “However, when parents would 
ask for material about the kids and families that lived here in 
Gettysburg through the battle, material was lacking, and if they 
wanted it to be geared towards a young audience, their chances of 
finding something was less than zero. There was plenty on Jennie 
Wade, but she wasn’t the only one who lived here, obviously, and 
there are all kinds of rich historical accounts from the residents of 
that time.”
Tom Rutherford, a licensed town historian of Gettysburg had 
heard of Christianson’s intent to start work on a book to fill 
this niche and began working with Christianson’s father, Jerry 
Christianson, to research these memoirs at the Adams County 
Historical Society and convert them into stories accessible to 
contemporary readers.

kids will be kids 
New book views war through the eyes

of Civil war ChildreN
StorY BY DYLAn miLLEr

PHotoS SuBmittED

Besides helping to put together these accounts, J. Christianson 
had an even greater contribution to his son’s work.
“Greg spent almost his entire life in Gettysburg, and I would 
venture to say that it’s in anyone’s blood who lives around here, 
and the Battle of Gettysburg is known beyond all the monuments 
and the tourism to those that grew up here,” he said. “You can’t 
help it; you breathe in the atmosphere.”
Albert Woolson was documented to be 14 when he joined the 
Union Army as a drummer boy, and he was nearly 100 years old 
when J. Christianson met him at a parade in Duluth Minnesota.
“I was about 16 years old and I was a Boy Scout at the time. 
He was featured in a parade in the 1950’s and I was one of his 
escorts with him, along with another Boy Scout,” he said. “I just 
remember I was embarrassed because of my outfit and all the 
young ladies were staring at me, then when we got out to get him 
up to the platform where he was supposed to give a speech, and 
he walked off and we had to chase him down and help him find 
his way back to the platform. Anyway, the amazing thing about 
this story is that our son and grandson realized there wasn’t much 
distance between them and the civil war. It’s hard for people 
younger than my generation to realize that.”
With the inspiration, daily access to the battlefield, collaboration 
with historians and his own children to model for photograph’s, 
G. Christianson was ready to begin his work.
“I want readers to be able to connect to the work, but ultimately 
I would love for them to see similarities between themselves 
and the children of 1863,” he said. “Freedom for them probably 
meant something different than it does to our current teenagers, 
and I want to forge this connection so the significance of the Civil 
War isn’t lost. Also, it’s a fine line that I hope we tread carefully, 
because Gettysburg really was hell on earth; it was the worst thing 
you could imagine. It was real and it wasn’t that long ago, but at 
the same time the stories of these kids are light-hearted in many 
ways despite this. So, we have a lot of fun things to do here in 
Gettysburg today, but I want people to connect with these kids 
and remember what really happened here as well.”
Throughout the book, G. Christianson recalled stories of 10-year-
old Charlie McCurdy, who was so excited by the invasion he 
snuck out into the streets to greet the invading confederates, who 
gave him candy. A trooper gives him a horse to go and get some 

bread, but on his way an officer smacks his horse and tells the 
horse to get back to the camp. McCurdy holds on for dear life as 
the horse races behind Confederate lines where he witnesses the 
first artillery fire of the battlefield.
 Young Lydia Ziegler disobeys her parent’s commands and climbs 
the cupola to watch the troops come into town. Firing begins 
as she’s out, and she runs home to the cellar as the seminary is 
quickly converted into a hospital.
Albertus McCreary’s home becomes a place where Confederates, 
their Yankee captives and the homeowners sit down to a candlelit 
dinner together.
Tillie Pierce turns from teenage school girl to caretaker as she 
forms a close bond with a Union General at the Weikert farm, as 
she calms him and cares for his wounds before he dies the next 
morning.
“There’s many stories depicted in the book that are truly 
extraordinary when you consider what these kids accomplished, 
and had to do at such a young age which is why we decided 
to give this particular title to the book,” said G. Christianson. 
“We don’t elaborate on this in the book, but many were doctor’s 
assistants who had to pile the amputated limbs outside the 
hospitals, and I couldn’t imagine anyone having to do this let 
alone the kids.”
To aid with the book, G. Christianson enlisted his son and 
daughter, Liam and Jaden, to act as guides throughout the book 
in his photography. Taryn Keeper also assisted in the artwork of 
the book, as did eminent watercolorist Tom Rooney.
“One of the challenges I didn’t foresee, is how hard I would 
have to work to get a picture of Liam when he wasn’t either 
running away from the camera, or making a goofy face,” he said. 
“However, this brought it home for me. After reading so many of 
the accounts of the kids during the Battle of Gettysburg and how 
light-hearted they were in the midst of one of the most horrible 
events in our country’s history, I could easily see that not much 
has changed four generations later even though our cultural 
context has changed quite a bit. Kids will be kids, I suppose.”
The book will be available at online stories once published in the 
Spring of 2018 by Savas Beatie, and will be available at www.
gettysburgkidsbook.com, as well as several stores in Gettysburg 
and other Civil War battlefields throughout the country.

Liam Christianson, left, and Jaden Christianson, right, pose 
for a photo included in Greg Christianson’s upcoming 
book, Gettysburg: Kids Who Did the Impossible. 

Jerry Christianson, left, stands with his grandson, Liam,
and his son, Gregory Christianson, right, in front of a statue of the last 
remaining survivor of the Civil War, Albert Woolson. 
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On autumn nights, parent volunteers 
across Adams County are serving up hot 
dogs, burgers, and fries, with a heaping 
helping of school pride.
Booster clubs fundraise for school sports, 
bringing in extra dollars when the district 
budget doesn’t cut it. For the parents 
who volunteer, booster club is as much as 
about supporting the student athletes as it 
is about building a community.
On a Friday night at New Oxford Senior 
High School, the concession stand is a 
flurry of activity. Hungry customers form 
lines at each of the three windows. In the 
kitchen, one volunteer crushes Doritos 
for walking tacos while another cooks 
quesadillas. Pizza is snatched out from 
under heat lamps and bottles of Gatorade 
are tossed over the counter to waiting 
hands.
In the stadium, fans young and old are 
decked out in maroon and navy jerseys, 
devoted to the team, no matter the game’s 
outcome. Food trucks for shaved ice 
and kettle corn are bustling beside the 
concession stand.
“I love the action,” concession manager 
Eileen Gass says.
The New Oxford Football Fund Booster 
brought the retired chef on board this 
year to manage the busy concession stand. 
In addition to classic fried foods, Gass 
serves up homemade soup and fresh 
baked cookies. She likes to mix things up 
with a new item occasionally, like pizza 

burgers.
Gass said a different group of volunteers 
comes to help at every home game. They 
somehow manage to work together like 
a well-oiled machine, despite having no 
prior experience working together.
Teamwork is crucial with how many 
foods they have to make to meet demand. 
At the first home game earlier this season, 
Gass estimates they sold 250 burgers, 200 
hot dogs, 160 soft pretzels, 100 walking 
tacos, 24 large pizzas, and 10 pounds-
worth of chicken salad sandwiches.
Although she enjoys cooking, Gass said 
the best part of the experience is helping 
the cause.
“All of the money is going back to them 
(the football team),” Gass said.
The football team isn’t the only sport 
getting a slice of the pie.
Students from other New Oxford sports 
can volunteer at the concession stand to 
fundraise for their own team, according 
to football boosters President Derek 
Romanoff. Someone from the girls 
basketball team can volunteer for a night 
and then get “paid” through a donation to 
her team.
Football boosters kept the concession 
stand alive after the athletic boosters fell 
apart two years ago, according to football 
booster Treasurer Mike Sanford.
Sanford’s son Andrew is a junior on the 
football team. 
He said the choice to volunteer was 

natural to him.
“I was brought up that way. My parents 
volunteered for everything,” Sanford said.
Boosters contributed about $15,000 to 
football camp over the past two years, 
paid for uniforms, and currently provide 
meals to the junior high, junior varsity, 
and varsity football teams on game nights.
“We do everything we possibly can,” Vice 
President Danielle Romanoff said.
Danielle and Derek’s son Brennan is a 
junior on the team, and their older child, 
Keegan, who graduated in 2015, also 
played football. 
Derek and Danielle agree the purpose of 
the football boosters is to take pressure off 
the kids so all they have to worry about is 
playing ball and having fun.
“They always know they can count on 
us,” Derek said.
One of the other ways New Oxford 
fundraises is by selling discount cards 
for local businesses. Danielle personally 
contacted 73 local businesses for the 
fundraiser.
Football boosters fundraised $2,600 for 
a giant image of the Colonial mascot to 
be put on top of the scoreboard. They 
revealed the addition at the opening 
season home game.
That sense of school spirit is just as 
prevalent at the smaller schools of Adams 
County, like Fairfield.
During home games at Fairfield Area 
High School, parent volunteer Amanda 
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Whitcomb can be seen selling sportswear 
next to the concession stand.
Green pom poms, foam fingers, glow 
sticks, T-shirts, and string bags fill her 
table. Students inspect the merchandise 
and run back to their parents for cash. 
Clutching a can of Mountain Dew, a pre-
teen boy rushes forward to buy a fuzzy 
headband. He dons the headband and 
runs off cheering. Another boy purchases 
a foam finger, turns, and hits his friend in 

the head. A foam finger fight ensues.
Every few minutes, Whitcomb has 
another customer.
“We love to give back to this community 
because we know it’s a small community,” 
Whitcomb says.
Fairfield’s booster club is called FAST, 
Fairfield Athletics Stand Together. As 
secretary, Whitcomb estimates she will 

donate 21 hours to the organization in 
September alone.
Her daughter Emily, now graduated, 
competed in basketball, track, and cross 
country. Her son John is a sophomore on 
the cross country team.
Whitcomb says FAST strives to fundraise 
for any team that expresses a need. Most 
of FAST’s money comes from concession 
stand sales at home games.
Like New Oxford, different groups can 

fundraise at the concession stand. The 
junior class worked the concession stand 
at Fairfield’s second home game.
FAST has funded winter and summer 
training, baseball bats and gloves, a 
fence for softball, new poles for pole 
vaulters, and banners for record-breaking 
athletes, according to Vice President Tina 
White. FAST also supports MidKnight 

basketball, a Friday night activity for high 
school boys and girls. 
When teams qualify for states or districts, 
FAST provides commemorative T-shirts 
and hoodies. Athletes can also receive 
scholarships from the organization. FAST 
provides up to six $500 scholarships every 
year.
White started out as the parent liaison 
to FAST when her eldest son ran for the 
cross country team. From there, “things 

snowballed” and White eventually became 
vice president of the organization.
Treasurer Sherry Kelley joined to support 
her children, too.
“I love being a part of an organization 
that is helping to promote athletics and 
school spirit,” Kelley said.
When the district can’t stretch its dollar 
any more, FAST is there to fill in the gaps.

Giving Back
“I feel like we make a difference in the 
athletic programs and are able to help 
as the students start college with the 
scholarships we provide each year,” Kelley 
said.
Whitcomb said it’s like the old saying, “It 
takes a village to raise a child.” FAST is part 
of that village.
Over in Canner country, Biglerville 
athletics is one big family.
Biglerville Athletic Booster Association 
Treasurer Lisa Stanko says everyone 
seems to know each other in their small 
community.
“Everybody knows your business, but 
everybody’s got your back,” Stanko said.
Stanko is a mother of eight, but her 
children aren’t the only ones who call her 
mom. The entire boys soccer team calls her 
“momma.” Stanko’s son Scott is a junior on 
the team. Her daughter, Ivanna, is a goalie 
on the field hockey team.
“We exist for the kids,” Stanko said.
On a Thursday night in Biglerville, athletes 
and families showed up to support the 
teams playing. The boys soccer team 
cheered on the girls during their game, 
which ended in time for the soccer players 
to catch the end of the varsity field hockey 
game.
“Everybody’s like family because you go 
from one sport to the next,” Vice President 
Sonya Showers said.
Showers has five children, two of whom 
are current high school athletes. Her son 
Blake is a sophomore wrestler, while Haily 

When you live in a small town, your
school is the CENTER of your community.
Biglerville Athletic Booster Association President Megan Cellucci

is a freshman on the field hockey team. 
Her husband Matt is an assistant wrestling 
coach at the high school.
“To be able to support them however we 
can is great,” Showers said.
While the Biglerville boosters make 
money off concessions, they fundraise a 
substantial amount from selling stadium 
advertisements. Dozens of signs promoting 
local businesses hang on the fence 
surrounding the stadium.
President Megan Cellucci said the local 
community has a lot of pride in its school.
“When you live in a small town, your 
school is the center of your community,” 
Cellucci said.
Cellucci’s three sons all played soccer, 

and now her youngest, Christopher, 
is a senior on the team. Having 
volunteered over the past few years, 
Cellucci said she will stick with 
boosters even after he graduates. She 
said she’d miss it too much.
The association donates about $40 
per athlete every summer for sports 
camps, contributes to championship 
jackets, purchases equipment, and 
does whatever it can to help the 
students. Cellucci estimates they 
fundraise about $15,000 a year.
Funds were higher than usual last year 
after a unique fundraiser. The Harlem 
Wizards, a trick basketball team, came 
to Biglerville for a show. Cellucci said 
the event was popular with locals and 
brought in about $8,000. She hopes 
they can host the Wizards again.
“It really adds up. It’s expensive to play 
these sports,” Cellucci said.
She fears the day Biglerville students 
might have to pay to play high school 
sports. The boosters help ensure every 
student who wants to compete has the 
opportunity, Cellucci said.
Between Biglerville, Fairfield, and 
New Oxford, all the booster club 
members share a sense of pride in 
their communities, but they have 
another trait in common. They need 
more volunteers. To get involved, look 
for their Facebook groups online or 
contact the athletic departments to get 
pointed in the right direction.
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717-337-1423

www.theflowerboutiqueofgettysburg.com

The Flower Boutique has all the best flowers to 
make someone smile. 
We also have a wide 
selection of flowers 

online and for delivery 
in Gettysburg or any-

where you like.
See Us First For Plants, Roses, 
Wreaths and All Your Wedding 

Flowers, Too!

We put your interests fi rst and foremost by off ering transparent, honest, local advice and 
investment management services. We are professional investment advisors.

Ryan Fox, MBA, Financial Advisor/Partner

Locally owned, local decisions, independent, and fee-only. Our goal is to be partners in your fi nancial 
journey. We coordinate your fi nancial planning needs using a variety of methods.

HUSTON-FOX FINANCIAL ADVISORY SERVICES, LLC
113 Carlisle St., Gettysburg, PA 17325

Ryan@HustonFox.com | www.HustonFox.com | 717-398-2040

Contact me for a complimentary, no-pressure introductory meeting to 
analyze your existing portfolio needs, your goals, and, most importantly, 
your questions. We accept no commissions.

Apples • Pears • Pumpkins
Gourds • Indian Corn • Grapes

Apple Cider • Pear Cider
Plums • Fall Mums

Fresh Baked & Frozen Fruit Pies
Jams • Jellies • Maple Syrup

MARKET OPEN DAILY
9am - 5pm

Cabbage • Winter Squash
Potatoes • Kale

301-271-2737

Do You Want the Convenience of
         HOME DELIVERY?

Mail Your Check or Money Order to:

COMPANION MAGAZINE
P.O. Box 3669, Gettysburg, PA 17325

NAME: ����������������������������������������
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Companion Magazine, now in its 14th year, is 
complimentary and available at more than 100 area 
advertisers, retailers and merchants. But have you 
considered the convenience of having the magazine 

delivered right to your door? 

Our subscription rate is $27 for one year and $42 for two years, 
which is the best bargain. Use this order form to subscribe today or 

online gettysburgcompanion.com.

DON’T MISS A SINGLE ISSUE!
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One could assume that Carrie (Maitland) 
McMaster holds court when it comes playing 
a little pick-up basketball in the family 
driveway. After all, how could her husband 
or young children keep pace with a woman 
who set the scoring record at Gettysburg 
High School with 1,751 points during a 
brilliant career?
For starters, her husband is Steve 
McMaster, who played a little hoops 
back in the day at Delone Catholic 
when he wasn’t busy leading the Squires 
to District 3 championships on the 
football field. Plus, he knows his wife’s 
weakness and is quick to get inside 
her head.
“I’m very competitive and he’s not, 
so he’ll just make me laugh and be 
very distracting,” said Carrie of 
their 1-on-1 battles. “Plus, he 
talks trash which makes me so 
mad; we don’t play often, and 
not in front of the children.”
McMaster’s competitive drive 
belies her introduction to the 
sport in which she would 
excel on both the scholastic 
and collegiate levels. There 
was no love-at-first-sight 
moment with basketball, 
as she decided to play only 
at the behest of her father, 
Eric Maitland, a three-sport 
standout at Gettysburg.
“I really had no desire,” 

mcMasTer
Gettysburg grad
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she said. “My dad kept bugging me to play, and it took some 
convincing. I was in fifth grade and I finally said ‘fine, I’ll go.”
The rest, as they say, is history.
Before her scholastic career concluded, McMaster became one of 
the most prolific scorers in Adams County history. She developed 
an insatiable drive that fueled her during practices and games 
alike, lifting her play and that of her teammates. 
“I had a different personality when I was playing than when I 
was off the court,” she said. “I wasn’t intimidated by anyone, I 
always felt I could compete if I gave my best. I think I had a lot 
of heart.”
McMaster is quick to credit her basketball mentors, which 
included her father, the late Jim Dooley and former Warrior 
head coach Kevin Thomas. She values their teachings and the 
experiences shared with teammates far more than individual 

accolades that were bestowed upon her as she knocked down 
area scoring records.

“I don’t really remember any games,” she 
admitted. “It sounds cliché, but the thing I 

remember is the relationships. I remember 
the sacrifices by my parents, the team 

bonding and the bus trips. I was very 
lucky to have teammates and coaches 
that were great all-around people.”
After Gettysburg, McMaster 
enrolled at Indiana University of 
Pennsylvania, where her eyes were 
opened very quickly. 

“The day of my first game as a 
freshman, my coach came to me and 

said, ‘you’re starting,’” McMaster said 
of the surprise nod. “I got the opening 

tip, was going down the court for a layup 
and my shot was blocked. I thought, don’t let 

this be foreshadowing.”
The ominous beginning belied a solid collegiate 
career, although there was a plot twist.
“My role completely changed. In high school I 
was known for scoring but in college I became 
more of a role player,” said McMaster. “I took 
pride in my defense and when I was assigned 
to guard the other team’s best player, I was 
proud to do that. It wasn’t hard to adjust 
to not being the star.”
Before graduating from IUP in 2001, 
McMaster posted career totals of 113 
games played, 364 assists, 336 free 
throws attempted and 246 free throws 
made, all marks that still rank among the 
top 10 respectively in program history.

But with her playing career over, 
McMaster suddenly found herself in the 

midst of a mini-crisis.
“I panicked because (basketball) was my identity,” she 

said. “College athletics was hard, like a full-time job, but I found 
myself missing the relationships and sense of team.”
That would change in 2004 when Maitland returned to the 
court. Thomas was in need of an assistant coach and who better 
than the former Gettysburg star to help guide a talented group of 
young Warriors?
McMaster was a sponge on the bench, absorbing all she could 
under Thomas; which was a good thing, considering she went 
from understudy to head coach in the blink of an eye, following 
his departure the following season.
“If I could have coached a few more years under him, that would 
have been ideal,” said Maitland. 
“I would have learned so much. But I felt my coaches had given 
me so much and I needed to give back.”
McMaster’s competitive juices kicked in and she set about 
continuing what Thomas had helped developed at Gettysburg, 
which was a surging girls’ program. The Warriors went 20-9 
in her first season, finishing fourth in the District 3 Class 3A 
tournament.
The following season saw Gettysburg (21-8) place fifth at districts 
and advance to the PIAA Championships, where it recorded a 
58-45 victory over Engineering & Science in the opening round. 

of the court
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With the bulk of that team set to return 
for the 2007-08 season, everything was 
in place for McMaster to take her alma 
mater to new heights.
And that is when she made the choice to 
leave coaching.
“That was one of the hardest decisions 
for me,” McMaster admitted. “That class 
of 2008, which included Caitlyn Lowe, 
Katie Williams and Ashley Jacobs, they 
were a great core of girls. I knew what it 
took and what they deserved, and I didn’t 
know with my teaching position and with 
us wanting to start a family that I could 
do it. I easily could have stayed another 
year and had that success, but that would 
have been selfish.

“Whoever would be there long-term 
(coaching), that would be a great way 
for them to start, and I knew the seniors 
would be fine with a new coach.”
Carrie shifted from the Gettysburg 
middle school to James Gettys 
Elementary, where she teaches learning 
support and special education. She and 
Steve, who recently celebrated their 
10-year wedding anniversary, have three 
young children, Colton (age 7), Cadi (6) 
and Chloe (4) who are involved in sports. 
With Steve on the Delone sidelines as an 
assistant for the varsity football team and 
a trio of kids to care for, Carrie said there 
will be no return to the coaching ranks. 
At least not in an official capacity.

“I’ll be the supportive mom, coach them 
in the driveway,” she said. “It’s hard 
enough having one coach in the family.”
Carrie was inducted into the Adams 
County Chapter of the Pennsylvania 
Sports Hall of Fame in 2009, joining her 
father who was a 2006 inductee.
“It was a big honor,” she said. “It seems 
like a lifetime ago (that I played) but it’s 
neat to share that with my children.”
And true to her competitive nature, it 
hasn’t gone unnoticed that Carrie entered 
the Adams County Hall well ahead of her 
husband, who was enshrined in 2013.
“I don’t let him forget that,” she said.
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Save the Date ...
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6 ~ 9 p.m.
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